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Exodus 12:1-14; Ps. 149; Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 18:15-20 

 

In our Epistle reading today from Paul’s letter to the Romans, Paul is talking about 

our Christian responsibility to love.  I’d like us to consider this in three parts:  first 

of all, that Love is something that we owe, like a debt.  Secondly, that Love is the 

fulfilment of the law.  And third, the idea that Love does no wrong to a neighbor.  

 

So, to the first point:  Love is an unpaid debt.  Paul has already referred earlier in 

this letter several times to the concept of paying debts.  In chapter 1, verse 14, he 

speaks of being in debt to the unbelieving world – and he says that he is called to 

pay that debt through sharing the gospel.  In chapter 8, verse 12, Paul says that all 

believers “…are debtors, not to the flesh,” but to the Spirit, to live a holy life; and 

in chapter 13, verse 6, Paul insists we are indebted to the state to pay our taxes.  

All of these references to debts are built into the premise of today’s reading, verse 

8, where Paul says, “Owe no one anything, except to love one another.” In other 

words, we need to be responsible and repay our obligations – but one debt will 

always be outstanding, and that is our continuing debt to love. Scripture draws us 

persistently to love.  

 

Secondly, Love is the fulfilment of the law.  If we love our neighbor, then we are 

fulfilling God’s law.  But we know that we really don’t love our neighbor all that 

well – let’s be honest – we seem to be incapable of fully sticking to this repayment 

plan because of our self-centered ways.  But thankfully, Scripture assures us that 

God has delivered us from the condemnation of the law, through the life, death 

and resurrection of Jesus, and has set us free from bondage to the law by the 



power of the Holy Spirit, living in us.  This doesn’t absolve us from the debt that we 

owe, to love our neighbor, but even as amateur as we are in love, God’s grace 

more than makes up for it.  

 

And finally, Love does no wrong to a neighbor.  The Ten Commandments give us a 

framework for love. If you look at the last 6 commandments, they’re are all about 

not doing wrong to other people.  If you murder someone, you’re robbing them of 

their life; if you commit adultery, you’re robbing your spouse of their honor, and 

sometimes their family, and their home.  If you steal, you’re taking another 

person’s property; bearing false witness against a neighbor damages their good 

name.    Coveting your neighbor’s wife or your neighbor’s possessions can lead to 

all kinds of wrongness against your neighbor!  All of these trespasses do harm to 

other people – but love seeks and serves our neighbor’s good.   

Paul says “All of these commandments are summed up in this word, ‘Love your 

neighbor as yourself.’  Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the 

fulfilling of the law.”   So if we aim to love our neighbors (and a neighbor is really 

anyone within your sphere of interaction), we will seek their good, and not their 

harm and thereby we fulfill the law, even though we are never completely 

discharged from our debt to love them.  

 

This is all a rather challenging way to live.  So why do we bother?  Why not just go 

about our own business, in our own selfish bubble, fulfilling our own ego-dream?  

Well, as Christians, we put a lot of stock into what the Bible has to say – and Paul is 

urging us here in this Romans passage to realize that salvation is near – to 



recognize the need to wake up from our self-centered state, and get ready for 

God’s new creation.  In the Bible, history is divided into “this age” and “the age to 

come.”  The “age to come” is otherwise known as “the Kingdom of God” or “the 

New Creation,” and it was triggered when Jesus came into the world.  We are 

living now in a kind of overlap between “this age” and “the age to come.”  We are 

still living in the last days, but as Verse 12 says, “The night is far gone, the day is 

near.”  Be up and awake! The final day of salvation could come at any time.  

 

Paul continues the metaphor of night and day, with his use of the imagery of 

darkness and light: “let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the 

armor of light.”    The New Creation will be all about justice, mercy and love.  Self-

control and moderation will take the place of self-indulgence and excess.  God’s 

people should behave as if the day has already dawned in its fullness, and not do 

the kinds of things people do in the shadow of darkness. “Instead, put on the Lord 

Jesus Christ,” Paul says.  When he writes to the Galatians, Paul says that those who 

are in Christ have “clothed” themselves with Christ.  And this “clothing” with Christ 

is something we have to keep on putting on – every day – to wear the 

characteristics of Jesus: like compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience 

and love. 

 

That’s why Jesus, in our Gospel reading, calls us to repentance and reconciliation 

in our relationships with each other in the Church.  Even more so, because we 

aren’t just neighbors, we are family.  And the Church is called to be different.  It’s 

not that we aren’t allowed to have conflict, because conflict is a natural part of 



being human.  But we have our faith to help us move through disagreements in 

healthy ways towards reconciliation – and the sooner you make the move to be 

reconciled, the better. 

 

Listening to Scripture helps us learn how to handle the inevitable conflict that 

comes with being part of a community of faith.  And in these days of uncertainty, 

we need all the help we can get.  If the pandemic has taught us anything, it’s that 

we cannot afford to waste a minute caught up in petty conflicts and division.  

 

The night is far gone; the day is near. Our calling is to live in the light of the 

promise of the new day:  to love God and love our neighbor – to be reconciled to 

God and to one another – to rejoice in the “now” of God’s kingdom that Jesus 

inaugurated, with the prayer that what is still “not yet” – the fullness of the 

kingdom – will one day be on earth as it is in heaven.  Amen.   


