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Sharing Grace 

Our Vision: As a welcoming congregation, we share the transformational grace of God 
through worship and spiritual growth; we glorify God by building up each other and      

community through love, care, and outreach. 

From our Priest in Charge Rev. Karen Freeman 
   Dear People of Grace, 

 

   I hope and pray you are doing well under these most challenging of times.  First the COVID-19  

   pandemic, then social unrest over social injustice, then fires and smoke and dry lightning – all            
   compounded together. As I write this, the smoke outside and the air even inside the house is bad.  
   There are some days when I’m feeling okay and coping well, and then there are other days when it’s 
   hard to find the energy to stay positive.  I share this because I am sure I’m not alone with these ups 
   and downs, and it’s good to know that we’re not alone.  We know that God is with us, but we also 
   need each other.  I’m grateful for the calls, texts and letters I’ve received and been able to make, and 
   I’m grateful that we belong to a church that checks on each other with calls, texts and letters. Bishop 
Megan has been checking on us through phone calls and Zoom.  The bishop wants you to know there are food cards available 
to anyone who needs one, who has lost the contents of their refrigerator/freezer due to power cuts or evacuation. Please let 
me know if you need this, and I will get one to you.  I can only imagine how badly these trials must be affecting people who 
haven’t got the resources that we have.   

In addition to all of this, our nation is moving swiftly towards what is being called the most important election of our lifetime, 
and it is weighing heavily on the minds of many.  I believe in the separation of church and state, but I do not believe that 
precludes Christians from standing up and speaking out on justice issues.  No one candidate or political party is perfect, but we 
must make a choice keeping in mind that we follow Jesus Christ, who teaches us to stand up for the marginalized, heal the sick, 
feed the hungry, speak up for the poor, welcome the stranger and love our neighbor.  These are the Christ-like ideals that will 
inform my voting, and I hope will inform yours, too.  

By now, you should have received either an email or a letter letting you know of our plans to 
regather for worship in the courtyard beginning September 6th at 10:00 am, initially every other 
week.  I want to emphasize, please do not feel you have to attend.  If for any reason you would 
prefer or need to participate in worship through Zoom, Facebook or our website, we will still be 
broadcasting the services online.  If you do want to attend, please reserve your seat through the 
link I will be sending by email, or phone me (707) 416-3756.  

 

Please take good care of yourselves and each other.  Keep praying for the means to end the 
pandemic, for peace and justice, for rain and for our first responders.  

 

Blessings, 
Karen+ 
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From the Senior Warden:        Email: carolann.allen@sbcglobal.net    Cell: 707.344.5127 

 

Dear Grace Family, 

     Your vestry was able to meet via zoom last week and are still tending to the needs of our 

church.  James Fulmer, Jr. Warden, was able to see to the replacement of a valve in the women’s 

bathroom to stop the hammering in the water pipes.  Thank you, James.  Reyff Electric is 

continuing to work in stages with the electrical repairs. We have received the permits from the city, 

but they are still waiting on PGE scheduling to complete project. Our loan has been approved by 

the diocese for this project and we are awaiting on the paperwork for us to complete.   

 
     We had a small group attend training with Epiphany Church, Vacaville, for the community food 

project.  We have volunteered to be responsible for the 5th Tuesday of every month starting in 

September.  It is a wonderful way for us to give to the community. 

 
     Rev Karen+ has made the decision to start worship from the courtyard on September 6

th
.  We 

will start with the schedule of every other Sunday having one service at 10:00am.  With limited 

space available due to social distancing you will need to make a reservation to attend the service.  

There will be assigned seating.  Rev Karen+ has sent instructions via email and regular mail on 

how to complete this process and the requirements to attend the service.  The service will still be 

broadcast live on Zoom and Facebook. 

 
     The smoke-filled air is everywhere as I write to you today.  What unprecedented times we are 

experiencing. Pandemic, wildfires and social unrest all at the same time.  I hope everyone is safe 

from the wildfires. We had numerous parishioners who had to evacuate their homes.  Thankfully, I 

don’t believe anyone from our parish suffered loses.  Social Distancing and mask wearing have 

become the new normal during this pandemic. I pray that you are all okay, safe, and well.  What a 

time in our lives to have faith. I rely daily on prayer and my faith.  I hope you are too.  Our faith will 

see us through all things. 

 
From the BCP: 

For the parish: “Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear our 

prayer for this parish family.  Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the penitent.  

Grant us all things necessary for our common life, and bring us all to be one heart and mind within 

your holy Church through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Amen 

 
 
In Friendship and Fellowship, 

 
Carol Allen 

mailto:carolann.allen@sbcglobal.net
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THOUGHTS THUNK WHILE THINKING 
 
The book of Genesis tells us that we have a unique part in God's creation.  God created us in 
his own image. It says this of no other life form, only us.  And it is not good for man to be 
alone.  If it is not good for us, made in God's image, to be alone, then perhaps it is not good for 
God to be alone either.  Many passages in the Old Testament liken the relationship between 
God and his chosen people to be marriage. When the people fall into idolatry, God likens it to 
ADULTERY.  
 
God takes the quality of relationships very seriously. He wants sincere devotion, not  
manipulative flattery. 
 
During the past several weeks we have been unable to worship at Grace Church due to  
conditions beyond our control.  I have felt isolated and lonely as a result in spite of reading 
scripture, prayer and meditation every day.  I have missed music, liturgy, sermon and coffee 
hour. But mostly I have missed simply BEING WITH the people who have been kind and  
supportive of me during the worst years in my life.  
 
God gave his commandments, a list of things to do and not to do. All were directly related to the 
quality of relationship we could have with him and with one another. We are to love God with 
our total being and the other is just as important, we are to love our neighbors as ourselves. On 
these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 
 
This is the parameter for all of our moral and ethical decisions. 
 
David+ 
Resident Theological Thinker 
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  Grace Episcopal Men, Our Goal : To take on realistic church projects we can accomplish.  

  Business Agenda: 

  Call to order and welcome.  

 

The new format is titled Zoom Fellowship Meeting. We have 30 minutes to conduct the business portion of this 

meeting. Please respect this time limit during the meeting.     

Opening Prayer. BCP page 823, Prayer 27 For Social Justice. 

Guest Speaker: No Guest Speaker Scheduled. 

Reviewed the Fellowship Breakfast Meeting Minutes from August 1, 2020. Made required edits.  Motion to approve 

Minutes, then received second motion for Minutes to stand approved as read. 

• Treasury Report read. Fund follow-up issues in progress. 

 

Topics Discussed:  

National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI). Working to assist NAMI volunteer coordinator, Sunny Bradford, with up-

dating the materials distribution spreadsheet for accuracy of information.       

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew. Final discussion on whether or not the Existing GEM Members want to participate 

with Regular membership, Associate membership or Non membership within the Brotherhood of St. Andrew. At 

this time the decision was made to not participate in the Brotherhood of St. Andrew due to membership conflict of 

interest. 

 

Closing Prayer – Close out of a meeting prayer. 

 

Meeting adjourned. 

 

GEM Fellowship Zoom Meeting Schedule.   The next GEM Zoom Meeting will be held on Oct 3, 2020. Time frame = 09:30 

hours, on Zoom.   

 

Ron Cupid 
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Safety Corner    
 

Gardening Safety     

 

The American Society for Surgery of the Hand (ASSH) recommends that gardeners take 
the proper precautions to prevent hand-related injuries before digging or planting in the 
garden. 
 Just because you might be out relaxing in the garden doesn’t mean you should throw 
safety precautions to the wind. Before you start each task, simply ask yourself, what can I 
do to keep my hands safe?   

 

Follow these precautions to avoid injury, pain and discomfort:  

• Wear gloves when working outside. The proper gloves will reduce blistering, protect 
your skin from fertilizers, pesticides, bacteria and fungus. Leather gloves offer protection 
from skin irritants in the garden. 

• Avoid prolonged repetitive motions. Repetitive motions such as digging, raking,  

trimming hedges and pruning bushes; may cause skin, tendon or nerve irritation. Rotate 
tasks every 15 minutes with a brief rest in-between so that the same muscles are not 
used over and over. 

• Watch for buried objects. Sharp objects and debris buried in the soil may cause  

tendon lacerations or punctures. Use a hand shovel or rake when digging. 

• Use the right tool for the right job. 

• Use proper ergonomic posture. 

Avoid products with form fitting handles. Form fitting grooves only fit one size hand  

perfectly. Those with smaller hands will have to spread their fingers to match the 
grooves. This reduces grip strength. People with larger hands find their fingers over 
lapping the ridges, causing pain, soreness and calluses. 

 

 

Ron Cupid 
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Photos from “Church at Home,” August 2020 

Rev. Karen June Gillam 

Zoom Coffee Hour 
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A 

Message From 

Team Grace Episcopal Church 

1405 Kentucky Street FF 94533 

Deborah Cupid, Team Captain 
  

The Alzheimer’s Walk is on Saturday October 10, 2020.  This year “The Walk “will be on a street where you live in your 

immediate neighborhood following the CDC social mitigation guidelines to prevent the spread of COVID-19.  Although 

we will not be together, We Will Be Together. 

 

 

 

 

    
               

      Photos from the October 19th 2019 Walk End Alzheimer’s Suisun Harbor Plaza 

  

 

Our Team Grace Episcopal Church 1405 Kentucky Street FF 94533 is currently team building so your decision to walk 

matters.  Our goal is to create a team where you can safely walk from the parameters of your home to End Alzheimer’s 

and other Dementias.  Remember: Whatever Activity You Do, Do it with Grace. 

Please register or donate online, or by mail at the Solano County alz.org site: ALZ.org 

Mail all forms to: 

Solano County Walk to End Alzheimer’s 2290 N. First Street Suite 101 San Jose, Ca 95131. 

 

 

Here are the Steps Involved 

 

Register for your Local Walk. 

 

Start fundraising and spread the word. 

 

Log into the Mainstage. 

 

Please follow CDC guidelines and recommendations from local health officials when deciding to walk with those 

outside of your household walk participants. 

 

If you elect to get a T-Shirt, please send in your size and $100.00 donation by September 1st, 2020. 
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     Team 
   Grace Episcopal Church 

   1405 Kentucky Street, FF 94533 

Deborah Cupid, Team Captain 

 

Activity for Sharing Grace Newsletter 
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Online Services: These services are on our church Facebook page and will also be on 

Zoom.  They will also be uploaded onto our website afterwards. Please let Rev. Karen 
know if you are not receiving the Zoom invitations and would like to receive them.  
Sunday, Sept.   6, 10:00am-1st Courtyard service and Online service 

Sunday, Sept. 13, 10:00am-Online services only 

Sunday, Sept. 20, 10:00am-Courtyard service and Online service 

Sunday, Sept. 27, 10:00am-Online service only 

GEM Zoom Meetings, Saturday, Sept. 12, 9:30am via Zoom. 

         Saturday, Oct. 3, 9:30am via Zoom 

Vestry Meeting, Tuesday, Sept. 15, 7:00pm via Zoom. 

Community Lunch Project, Tuesday, Sept. 29, 11:30am at Epiphany in Vacaville 

Happy Birthday—September 

 

Sylvia Polk           9/13 

Lynn Thomas      9/25 

Suzie Peterson   9/28 

 

Happy Birthday—October 

Don Allen  10/12 

Laura Minkel  10/23 

Mary Ann McKinney  10/24 

Heidi Lindsay  10/25 

Ruth Anne Wagner  10/28 

PLEASE NOTE : 
Sharing Grace Articles are due by the  20th of each month.  Please email 
submissions to the office at gracechurchff@sbcglobal.net .  

Summer Office Information:  I will be working away from the office this summer from  

July 3rd—Oct. 4th. You can reach me via the church email at gracechurchff@sbcglobal.net.    
I will respond during summer office hours: Monday—Thursdays 9:30am-12:00pm. 
Julie and Carol will be coming into the office to get the mail. Deposits will be made.  
Please continue to mail your offerings to the church or use the online giving. 
Please do not come into the office unless pre-arranged with Rev. Karen. (See Office Guidelines 
during COVID emailed 6/8/2020). 
Blessings to you all, Kim 

mailto:gracechurchff@sbcglobal.net
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September 2020 

Sunday 

  

  

  
 

Monday  

 

Tuesday 

1 

  

Wednesday 

2 
Thursday 

3 
 
 

Friday 

4 

Saturday 

5 
  
 

6 

Courtyard 

Service 
14th Sunday 
after Pentecost 

 

7 

 

 

 

Labor Day 

8 
 

9 
 

10 11 12 

 

GEM Mtg. 

9:30am via 

Zoom 

13 

 

Online only 
15th Sunday 
after Pentecost 

 

14 
 

15 

 

Vestry Mtg. 

Zoom 7pm 

16 

 

17 
 

18 19 
 

20 

Courtyard 

Service 
16th Sunday 
after Pentecost 

21 

 

Sharing Grace 
articles due. 
Email the 
church office. 

22 
 

 

 

23 
 

24 25 26 
 

27 

 

Online only 
17th Sunday 
after Pentecost 

28 29 
 

Community Lunch 
Project-Epiphany  
in Vacaville 
11:30am 

30    
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Our i ion: 
 

Welcome • ran r  

Build Up • Reach Out • Glorify G

______________________________________________________________

Would you like to help make a difference for future generations?  

Please remember Grace Episcopal Church, Fairfield in your estate 
plans through your will or trust.  Thank you for your support.  

STAFF 

 
Priest-in-Charge The Rev. Karen Freeman (email: gracechurchfairfield@gmail.com) 
Associates The Rev. David Cavanagh  
 The Rev. Perry W. Polk (email: revperrypolk@gmail.com) 
Organist Lyn ne Secrist 
Senior Warden       Carol Allen (email: carolann.allen@sbcglobal.net) 
Junior Warden -                         James Fulmer 
Treasurer-                                Smith 
Vestry--      John Flynn, Ellie Kulseng, Suzie Peterson, Carolyn Sheldon,  
       Matt Thomas, and Shane Tyler. 
 Office Mgr./Bookkeeper: Kim 

 


