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Rev. K Freeman, Proper 29C:  Christ the King.  Nov. 24, 2019. (Col.1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43) 
 

Christ the King – just what does that mean?  If we look to our two New Testament 

readings, from the letter to the Colossians and the Gospel of Luke, we see two 

central aspects of Christ’s life and his identity.  

 

On the one hand, in Colossians, we’re given a transcendent vision of Christ as the 

creator and ruler of all things and the incarnation of God.  Paul, the writer of the 

letter, begins this passage with encouragement to the church in their faith in a 

powerful, rescuing God who “transferred us into the kingdom” of Jesus Christ.  

Paul moves on to describe this Christ, in whom all things hold together.  He is the 

One through whom and for whom the whole creation was made.  He is the first 

born of all creation and the first born from the dead.  In Christ all the fullness of 

God was pleased to dwell, and through Christ, God was reconciled to all things, 

whether on earth or in heaven.   

 

Jesus is the mirror image of the God who is there but who we normally cannot 

see.  This passage was written to show the Colossians what the true center of 

Christianity is – or, I should say, WHO the true center of Christianity is. All the 

beauty and generosity and fruitfulness of the world exists because of Jesus.  

 

On the other hand, there is also much evil and ugliness in this world, and its 

summed up in death itself – and this is where the Gospel reading comes in. From 

Luke we see an entirely different side to this reigning Messiah:  Jesus hangs on the 

cross - a ridiculed, helpless man with a sign that was meant to be derogatory 

hanging over his head.  At the base of this crucifixion image are the mockers, 

deriding Jesus: “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself.”  This is our King:  
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the one who willingly bore the sins of the many upon his own shoulders as he 

hung there dying on the cross.  

 

Jesus has reordered the meaning of kingship.  Throughout his ministry, he mixed 

with the ‘wrong’ people and gave hope and healing to the ‘wrong’ people, while 

offending those who proclaimed themselves righteous.  Now he’s being hailed as 

king, but in mockery. 

 

His true kingship authority and power shines out, though, in his behavior.  He 

prays forgiveness for his torturers.  He prays forgiveness to the criminal hanging 

by his side who requests it.  In this passage, Jesus reigns from the cross, 

committed to saving the world and not himself.  Salvation begins with forgiveness 

for all who would come, illustrated by the gift of Paradise for the one who trusts 

in the Savior.  The Kingdom of God dawns even in the darkness.   

 

What kind of king do we want to follow?  The kind that does everything he can to 

save himself, whether it be immoral or even criminal, or the kind that gives his life 

in selfless service for others?  For Jesus to save himself and avoid the cross meant 

that he wouldn’t have been able to expose the evil of the world.   The shadow 

proves the sunshine. 

 

To heal our sinful world, God acted through Jesus Christ – the same One through 

whom the world was made in the first place.  And in his death on the cross, all 

that he had revealed had proved to be true. The forces of evil gathered all their 

strength to put out the light of God’s love, and failed.  Salvation comes to those 

who have eyes to see what is happening, and to take responsibility for responding 

to God.  
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It turns out that a self-sacrificing servant type of King was what was needed to 

bring us to our knees in worship and to make us take responsibility for the 

existence of evil in our world – to take responsibility for our own actions and for 

the actions done in our name.  Responsibility for righting the wrongs, for speaking 

out at injustice, to work towards peace and reconciliation, for caring about people 

and caring for the planet.  This is what belonging to the Kingdom of God looks 

like.  

 

From John van de Laar (adapted):  No human power, however it may pride itself 

on military might, wealth or global influence, is truly in control of the world.  But 

we are called to work within, and sometimes in opposition to, the systems of this 

world - We are called to be accountable to Christ’s standard of sacrificial, servant 

leadership, and to reject corrupt leadership - to bring the values and justice of 

God’s reign into being in our human reality.  

 

Quote from John van de Laar:  “At its most basic, the reign of God is manifest 

when those who, like the thief on the cross, recognize their brokenness and need 

to change, open themselves to the influence of Christ, and invite God to be the 

frame of reference for their lives… Ultimately, for Christ to truly be King in our 

world, Christ must be King in [our] individual lives in such a way that God’s peace 

and justice, God’s love and grace, constantly flow through God’s people into the 

world – one moment, one interaction and one step at a time.”  May it be so.  

Amen.  


