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Rev. K. Freeman, Day of Pentecost 2020:  Numbers 11:24-30; Psalm 104:25-35, 37; Acts 2:1-21; John 7:37-39a 

 
It’s Pentecost, a day of celebration and thanksgiving for the gift of the promised 

Holy Spirit sent by God to the disciples.  It was certainly an exciting and astonishing 

day for the believers at that time.   

 

We see from the Acts reading that the Spirit came like a rushing wind, filling the 

house, with tongues as of fire resting on the disciples; and the Spirit enabled them 

to speak in other languages and to translate what they were hearing back into 

their own language – it was all very colorful, loud and dramatic! 

 

It was spectacular, but it wasn’t just for show.  The Holy Spirit came with a 

purpose.  The purpose on that day was to enable the disciples to witness to other 

people in a really powerful way, just like we heard Peter do in our reading - so that 

the Gospel would spread to many more people – like a virus, but a good one – and 

on that day about 3000 people were added to the number of believers, who then 

were also empowered by the Holy Spirit to spread the Gospel even further, across 

the nations, over many centuries, until of course, here we are.  

 

The Christian Church considers Pentecost as its birthday. We’ve got balloons and 

banners up, and my mom and my sister made this wonderful picture of the Holy 

Spirit depicted as a dove. The liturgical color for today is red and it’s an official 

“feast day” in the Church…  
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But given everything that’s been happening around us these days – a pandemic 

that has killed over 100,000 people in the United States and many more worldwide 

– and some terrible murders that have shocked the nation – most recently 

Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor & George Floyd, but too many others before them 

– this Pentecost doesn’t feel like a day for celebration or jubilation.  This Pentecost 

feels like a time for holy lament – to cry out and express our sorrow and outrage 

and to pray for healing and for justice and for peace.  

 

The Spirit’s purpose goes deeper than just enabling believers to speak the Gospel 

to others, as important as that is. In today’s reading, Jesus says, “Out of the 

believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water” – he was talking about the Spirit – 

the same Spirit that filled the disciples on the Day of Pentecost – flowing out from 

the hearts of believers.  In John 14:17 Jesus says that the Spirit of truth lives in us. 

St. Paul in 1 Cor 6 says that our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy 

Spirit of God is within us – there to help and to comfort, to counsel, to guide and 

to correct us.  And the prophet Joel says that “in the last days,” God’s Spirit will be 

poured out upon all flesh “and they shall prophesy.”  To prophesy is to speak out 

the truth of God.  But first we have to listen. 

 

 

 

 

 



 3 

I read an enlightening comment on an Episcopal Facebook page written by Derek 

Miller about how to communicate the relationship between Pentecost and what 

has been happening over the past couple of weeks.  He says, “Pentecost is a 

movement started when prophetic fire animated a group of marginalized people 

to share a message of liberation and love in the name of their leader, a brown man 

murdered unjustly by the state and done wrong by the religious leaders of his day. 

A man who likely died of asphyxiation – couldn’t breath – making Good on a 

promise, sending the Spirit:  a fresh breath raising a ruckus and disturbing the 

peace.”  

 

One of the Hebrew words for the Spirit is ‘ruach’ – meaning wind or breath. What 

does the Holy Spirit want to breathe into us today as the oppressed cry out for 

justice?  

 

“I can’t breathe.”  Eric Garner’s last words repeated 11 times on July 17, 2014.   

“I can’t breathe.” George Floyd cried out on May 25, 2020. Both men were choked 

by a system that treats different races and classes of people unequally.    

Christians should be outraged over racial injustice.  The agony we feel right now is 

the Holy Spirit firing us up to live into our baptismal promise to strive for justice 

and peace among all people and to respect the dignity of every human being. 
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We need the Spirit to empower the God’s Revolution of love.  The Revolution of 

love means considering others more than yourself (that’s why we wear masks 

during this pandemic, right?).  The Revolution of love means laying aside our 

privilege in service to others.  The Revolution of love cares for the vulnerable and 

lifts up the oppressed. If the Holy Spirit lives in us – she can have a substantial 

impact on every area of our life if we listen to her.  The Spirit of truth lives to set us 

free. The anguish we feel from these events must lead us to discern what the Spirit 

is saying to God’s people.   

 

Sarah Kye Price, an Episcopal Priest in Virginia, has written a prayer and 

commentary that speaks with truth to our time:   

“Come, Holy Spirit.  Come as wind and cleanse; come as fire and burn; convict, 

convert and consecrate our lives to our great good and your great glory; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   This is a prayer I pray daily as we in the Church 

prepare to celebrate Pentecost.  When I pray it in this time, it is holding up my 

black and brown siblings and knowing that the fires of justice are indeed burning. 

So my position is clear: white America, we must be convicted, converted and 

willingly consecrate our lives to the work of dismantling racism. It is our 

imperative: we have hoarded privilege for too long. I yearn for peace and 

reconciliation. We all do. But there are fires of conviction and conversion which 

must purge us first, and God has work for us to do in ourselves and the systems of 

injustice at work in this world.” 
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Amidst the troubles of this world, it is still a day to celebrate the coming of the 

Holy Spirit – because with the Spirit we will be able to discern the way through; 

with the Spirit we will be able to speak truth to power; with the Spirit we will be 

able to stand up for the vulnerable and the oppressed; with the Spirit we will be 

able to live out our baptismal promises – and may our lament lead us to change.  

Alleluia. Amen.  

 

 


