
Rev. K. Freeman, October 11, 2020:  19th Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 32:1-14; Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23; Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14 

 

Today in our Gospel, Jesus once again pronounces a stern indictment of the 

religious leaders of his time.  And they would have recognized the imagery.  The 

people of Israel were like guests invited to a wedding – God’s wedding party – the 

party he was throwing for his son. Sadly, because of the corruption and spiritual 

blindness of their leaders, many were led to refuse the invitation.  Later, their 

High Priest Caiaphas even goes so far as to tell Pilate, “We have no king but 

Caesar.”  Their long-awaited Messiah was right in front of them, and they didn’t 

want to know.   

 

The people first invited to the banquet make light of it – while others became 

violent even to the point of murder. As we might expect, this provokes a strong 

response from the king - he sends troops, destroys the murderers and burns their 

city.  Some consider this a reference to the fall of Jerusalem in 70 CE.  The 

purpose of this parable, though, is not to describe a harsh or violent God, but to 

use the shock-value of this story to warn those whose attitude is contrary to the 

truth of the Gospel.  

 

Those who spurned the king’s initial invitations were defiant and violent.  And so, 

the king says to his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but those invited were not 

worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the 

wedding banquet.” This time the slaves are successful, filling the banquet hall 

with guests “both good and bad”.  While the king mingles with the guests, he 

notices someone who isn’t wearing a wedding robe.   The king addresses this man 

as “Friend” but we know from what follows that this an ironic, even hostile 

greeting. Like the original invitees, the man is not worthy and so he is tossed out.   

 

So, good and bad alike can come to the banquet, but they must respond to the 

invitation and come wearing the right clothes.  As we reflect on today’s gospel, 

we might need to ask ourselves, are we willing to listen as we’re invited to turn 

from our arrogance and self-sufficiency – or do we keep our busy excuses at the 

ready?  

 



Even at its simplest, this parable challenges its hearers to respond in a carefully 

considered way to the invitation to the banquet of the kingdom of heaven - an 

invitation decisively mocked by the religious leaders of Israel in Jesus’ day. 

 

So God sent out new messengers, to the wrong parts of town, to tell everyone 

and anyone to come celebrate at the free party.  And they came in droves. We 

don’t have to look far in Matthew’s gospel to see who they were:  the tax-

collectors and prostitutes, the riff-raff, the nobodies, the blind and the lame, the 

people who thought they’d been forgotten. They were thrilled that God’s 

message included them. And when they accepted the invitation (in other words, 

when they repented) they put on their wedding robes, and their lives were 

transformed by Jesus.   

 

The wedding robe represents an appropriate attitude for the occasion -  the 

attitude of compassion, kindness, and especially humility.  The man who wasn’t 

wearing a wedding robe was dressed in an attitude of self-righteousness rather 

than humble submission to the Covenant of Grace announced as the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ. This man thought that his own goodness qualified him to enter the 

party – and aren’t we all guilty of that at times – I know I am. Fooling ourselves 

with our self-perceived righteousness (like the Pharisee who prayed, “I thank you, 

God, that I’m not like other sinners…”); but as it says in Paul’s letter to the 

Galatians, we are “not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus 

Christ.”   

 

So through this parable, Jesus teaches that our “worthiness” isn’t at all about our 

ethnic identity or religious affiliation or even an abundance of good deeds – on 

the contrary, worthiness is shown to be a humble attitude and the reception of 

the gift of God in Jesus Christ.    We are saved by grace through faith. We can’t do 

anything ourselves to earn or deserve the invitation into God’s kingdom of Grace.  

None of us qualify to enter “the party” on our own merits.  So if you’re still 

wearing that dirty old robe of self-righteousness, take it off!  Because the only 

clothing appropriate for the Son’s wedding banquet is the robe of the 

righteousness of Christ.  Who wouldn’t want to wear this beautiful celebration 

robe given to us by none other than the One through whom everything in heaven 

and on earth was created?   



 

Party Dress, a poem by Steve Garnaas-Holmes 

 

God has married us, 

and this life is a party, 

a celebration of God’s loving faithfulness to us, 

and you’re invited – actually, dragged in – 

not because you’re on some short list, 

but because you’re alive. 

Like it or not, here you are. 

 

But, look. It’s not so serious. 

It’s for joy! 

It’s a celebration of love, this life. 

Are you ready to party? 

Are you prepared to rejoice? 

Are you dressed for it? 

It doesn’t have to be your best dress. 

But dress like you care 

and aren’t just here to snarf the free food. 

 

Forget all the reasons not to; 

be committed to celebrate, 

to practice gratitude, humility, and respect, 

to honor the love of God. 

Put on something nice – 

but something you can dance in.   

 

 

 

 


