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I didn’t want to preach on the gospel reading this morning because it 
really bothers me that wise bridesmaids wouldn’t share their oil with 
the foolish bridesmaids.  That just doesn’t seem right to me!  But I was 
reminded that this is a parable, and like the other parables, there is 
always good truth to be discovered.   
 
So let’s start with the context of this passage.  In the previous chapter, 
Matthew 24, Jesus begins by talking about the destruction of the 
Temple, but then he moves on in that chapter to some pretty heavy 
stuff about the End Times.  The target audience of Matthew’s gospel 
was mostly Jewish, and he wrote it sometime around the year 90AD.  
By that time, the Temple had indeed been destroyed, but the Church 
was growing, with the inclusion of Gentiles.  Persecution of Christians 
was a real threat at that time.  The Church believed the Second Coming 
of Christ was imminent – and that it would be sudden and unexpected, 
like a flood, or a thief in the night.  In Matthew chapters 24 & 25, Jesus 
uses parables to warn about the need to be ready – to be prepared for 
the moment – a crisis would be coming, so make preparations now, and 
keep them in good shape while you wait, or you’ll be sorry.   
 
It reminds me of the “go bags” we’re told to prepare and keep handy in 
case of the need to evacuate from a wildfire or an earthquake or some 
other catastrophe.  Stock up on non-perishable food, water, toilet 
paper, flash lights and batteries, and keep your important paperwork in 
a place where you can grab it if you need to leave quickly.  In our house 
we try to prepare for this kind of thing, but we keep using up all the 
food and toilet paper!   
 
Jesus said, “’the kingdom of heaven will be like this.” This parable isn’t 
warning about being ready for an emergency or a natural disaster – it’s 
about being prepared for the kingdom of heaven.  So let’s get into it.  



The main characters are 10 bridesmaids – five of them are foolish and 
the other five are wise.  All 10 brought lamps with them to meet the 
bridegroom, but only 5 of them brought spare oil for their lamps.  At 
midnight the bridegroom approaches; the bridesmaids “trim” the wicks 
of their lamps, then the foolish bridesmaids discover they haven’t got 
enough oil to keep their lamp burning for the duration. And this is 
where my issue with the “wise” bridesmaids comes in – wouldn’t it 
have been nice if the five who brought extra oil shared it with the 
others?   Yes, of course it would! But this isn’t a parable about sharing, 
so “No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go 
to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.”   
 
So off they go, the foolish bridesmaids, at midnight, to the oil dealers.   
 
While they are gone, the bridegroom arrives, and the bridesmaids and 
all who were ready went into the wedding banquet.  The foolish 
bridesmaids, having scored their midnight oil, come back to find the 
door to the banquet is shut.  “Lord, lord, open to us.”  And the 
bridegroom answers, “Truly I tell you, I do not know you.”  This is a 
deeply sad ending, which I’ll admit I find hard to reconcile with the 
character of Jesus and with other parts of scripture like in Revelation 21 
about the New Heaven and the New Earth, and the One seated on the 
throne and the New Jerusalem which is considered to be “the bride, the 
wife of the Lamb”…  

“And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the 
glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb.  The nations will 
walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory 
into it.  It’s gates will never be shut by day – and there will be no 
night there” (Rev. 21:23-25).   
 

But this parable isn’t specifically about the closed banquet door or the 
open city gate – it’s about being ready for the bridegroom – for the 
Second Coming, and the kingdom of heaven, symbolized by the 
wedding banquet.  And in this parable, ‘being ready’ means having 
enough oil to keep your lamp burning.    



 
One author describes the oil in this parable as “the quality of [our] 
transformed consciousness” – it’s a spiritual substance, impossible to 
gain by donation from somebody else. The oil represents the Holy 
Spirit, and so we see now why the bridesmaids couldn’t share their oil – 
the oil symbolizes something that is individually created within.   
 
It’s about being known by the bridegroom, Jesus Christ.  Metaphorically 
speaking, when we’re at the door of the wedding banquet, Jesus will 
recognize us by our spiritual attitude – this is the oil for the lamp that 
shines with the light of Christ.  We can keep this oil stocked up through 
our spiritual disciplines, especially prayer, through the study of 
scripture and other spiritual reading, through service, and through the 
sacraments of baptism and the Holy Communion.   
 
We want to know Christ and to be known by Christ.  As we wait for 
Christ’s Second Coming and the kingdom of heaven to arrive in it’s 
fullness, it’s up to us to get prepared and to stay prepared. And we do 
this through our spiritual connection with God.  This is the gift of truth 
that we discover through this parable from Jesus.  Stay close to God.  
Stay topped up with the Holy Spirit.  Keep awake, for you know neither 
the day nor the hour.   Amen.  
 


