
Rev. K. Freeman, March 7, 2021, The Third Sunday in Lent: 
John 2:13-22 – A monologue from Jesus’ point of view, as a prayer to his Father: 

 
Father, I need to talk to You about what happened today. It seems like the mission 

You’ve given me has taken off in a pretty wild way!  You sent me to show Your 

chosen people the way of true worship and life, and so I went right to the heart of 

the matter, to the Temple in Jerusalem.  

 

Long ago when You met with Moses and gave him the Law, You included 

instructions on bringing sacrificial offerings as atonement for sin and as a means of 

drawing closer to You, to express love and gratitude for all that You give to Your 

children.    

 

At times, Your people corrupted this sacred act – the prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah 

spoke of those who brought forth sacrifices but did not act in accordance with the 

whole of the Law.  Hosea, Joel and Micah scorned sacrifices that were offered 

without a rendering and renewal of the heart – without a determined turning from 

sin and returning to You. They and other prophets taught Your people that 

offerings were not acceptable to You unless they were accompanied with heartfelt 

repentance and good deeds.   

 

 

 

 

 



Father, I came into the Temple and saw all of the cattle, the sheep and the doves, 

and the money changers who exchanged coins from those bearing the image of 

the emperor to the those that did not – and although these things were necessary 

if the Torah’s requirements for sacrifice were to be obeyed, I felt I had to act, 

rather forcefully – I actually made a whip!  I only used it to herd the animals out!  

But I wanted to send Your people a strong message:  the hour is coming, and is 

now even here, when the true worshipers will worship You in spirit and truth, for 

You seek such as these to worship You (John 4:23).  

 

I know that my mission includes the establishment of a new covenant with Your 

people – one that no longer requires the sacrifice of animal after animal after 

animal for their sins, or to bring them closer to You.  No, the beauty of Your new 

covenant is that I am here with them as Emmanuel – You are with them by Your 

Spirit, through Me.  In the new way that I am bringing, there will be no need for 

animals or money changers in the temple – in fact there will be no need for the 

Temple even – for Your new covenant relationship with Your people will be 

through Me.   

 

This will likely be a stumbling block for the Jews and even foolishness to the 

Gentiles, but for those who are called and follow me, they will know the 

transformational power and wisdom of God. 

 



What I did today was a protest – a protest against people’s use of the sacrifice to 

distance themselves from their sin and from You.  I was trying to get them to 

understand: I will be the sheep; I will give my life for them.   

 

I could hear my disciples whispering to each other the psalmist’s words, “Zeal for 

Your house will consume me” (Psalm 69:9).  I know that the time I have left is short, 

to help people see the loving direction by which We want them to follow.  They 

didn’t understand me when I said, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 

raise it up.” They thought I was talking about the building.  I pray, Father, that Your 

people will be set free from their attachment to this temple and realize that all 

spaces and all people are to be considered holy.   I thank You that this will happen, 

and though this must happen through my own sacrifice, I will trust in You for my 

resurrection and vindication.   

 

Father, I hope that when that work is finished, that what I did today in the Temple 

will be remembered and bring new meaning even to Passover – your act of 

salvation, liberation and rescue from every form of slavery that binds up Your 

children.  In days of old, Israel’s sacrifices were a “pleasing odor” to You (Lev. 1:9 

and other places);  I pray that all who follow Me would recognize that now, they are 

the fragrant aroma themselves, pleasing to You (2 Cor. 2:15).   And may they 

discover that true worship and life are found not just in a building, but in humble 

acts of mercy and justice.  Amen.  

 


