
1 

Sharing Grace 
Our Vision: As a welcoming congregation, we share the transformational grace of God 

through worship and spiritual growth; we glorify God by building up each other  

and community through love, care, and outreach. 

From our Priest in Charge Rev. Karen Freeman 
    

         Dear Graceful People,  

   I hope you are all keeping safe and well.  Thank you so much to those who have  
   sent in replies to my “How are you being and doing?” email!  The basic idea is to  
   tell me how you’re feeling and what you’ve been up to with the “shelter at home” 
   order in this COVID-19 pandemic.  We will be publishing responses here in the  
   Sharing Grace and also keeping them in a file so that future generations will see  
   how the people of Grace Church managed during this historic and challenging time.  
 
 Our online services were initially a great challenge for me to start doing.  This isn’t something that semi-
naries prepare priests for!  Now it has nearly been two months, and has become our new “normal.”  I’m 
actually enjoying it.  My mom and my sister are a big help, and thanks also go to Lynne and Larry for 
providing us with music for the services.  The Facebook Live services have been attracting nearly twice as 
many people as our in-church services did.  Those connecting via Zoom (anywhere between 15-20 people 
per week) really appreciate staying on afterwards for virtual coffee hour.  My biggest regret is that some 
of our people aren’t able to access the services because of technology issues.  I am mailing sermons to 
some of these folks, so if you’re not able to connect and want me to mail or email you my sermons, please 
get in touch and let me know (the sermons are also eventually uploaded to our website). 
  

I’m so thankful for our wonderful Vestry.  They’ve really stepped up in terms of 
faithfully contacting church members to check on how everyone is doing.  We had 
a Zoom Vestry meeting the other week and it went very smoothly, so we know 
that we’re able to continue to meet as your Vestry during this time when we can-
not meet in person.  We want to encourage everyone to continue to support 
Grace Church with your prayers and also with your pledges and offerings.  We 
thank you so much for your giving.  It is making a difference!   
  
I hope that by the time I write the next Sharing Grace letter, we will be much clos-
er to meeting once again in person in church. Until then, take good care and get in 
touch if you need anything.  
  
God bless,       Karen+  
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From the Senior Warden: 

Dear Grace Family, 

How is everyone holding up under this shelter in place order that we are abiding by?  We are trying to stay connected with all our 

parishioners via the phone, texts, emails or Facebook.  If you need anything please reach out to me or Rev Karen+.   

Rev Karen+ (and her crew – June and Julie) have been doing a great job of providing our Sunday worship service.  Holy week at 

home was highly successful.  I hope that you are able to participate in the service via Facebook live or Zoom.  (If you need help 

getting connected please let us know)  If you “attend” via Zoom we hold a coffee hour after the service.  It is very nice to see every-

one even if it’s only virtually. 

I am pleased to report that we held our first “ZOOM” vestry meeting on April 21, 2020.  Everyone was able to attend virtually and is 

was a very successful meeting. 

I mentioned in my last letter that the Vestry had set some smart goals in line with the “Invite, Welcome, Connect” program.  We 

are moving forward with developing teams for Invite, Welcome, Connect.  Each Vestry member is taking on a role in one these  

categories to build a committee and focus on their specific theme.  The teams will come up with ideas for improvements in the 

three areas of Invite, Welcome and Connect.  They will also have a plan on how to implement these ideas if approved by the Vestry   

Another goal was to hold a Vacation Bible School this summer.  We had to postpone this until the summer of 2021.  Some of the 

facility upgrades and improvements have also been put on hold.  

Much of our discussion at the vestry meeting was about applying for the PPP (Payroll Protection Plan) loan program under the 

CARES act through the SBA (Small Business Association).  We voted to go ahead and apply for the loan and to continue to pay all of 

our employees their full wages.  Our office manager, Kim, filled out all the appropriate paperwork for the loan and has submitted it 

to our bank.  The bank has acknowledged receipt of the application, approved our loan amount and now we are waiting news from 

the SBA.  Hopefully we will be able to receive funds in the second round of approvals.   

I am so looking forward to meeting in person again at church as I miss my Grace Family.  It might not be anytime soon but I defi-

nitely am looking forward to it!  Please stay safe and reach out if you need any help. 

From our parish prayer book: 

O God, whose fatherly care reaches to the uttermost parts of the earth: We humbly beseech thee graciously to behold and bless 

those whom we love, now absent from us.  Defend them from all dangers of soul and body; and grant that both they and we, 

drawing nearer to thee, may be bound together by thy love in communion of thy Holy Spirit, and in the fellowship of thy saints; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

In Friendship and Fellowship 

Carol Allen 

Email: carolann.allen@sbcglobal.net 
Cell: 707.344.5127 

 

  FINANCIAL INFORMATION: Operating Account 

 

MARCH 2020   YTD 2020    BUDGET YTD 

Income $16,835  Income          $41,025  Income      $40,495 

Expenses $16,544  Expenses       $45,943  Expenses   $44,971 

Net Gain       $     291  Net Loss        $ 4,918                   Net Loss    $ 4,476 

 

During this time of financial uncertainty for the church, please continue to give your pledge or offering by 

mailing in a check to Kim Worthen at the parish office - 1405 Kentucky Street, Fairfield 94533, or you can 

give safely and conveniently online through the “online giving” tab on our website: 

www.gracechurchfairfield.org .  Thank you. 

mailto:carolann.allen@sbcglobal.net
http://www.gracechurchfairfield.org/
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   Synopsis of the April 4, 2020 GEM Fellowship Zoom Meeting. 

 Meeting call to order, welcome and introductions via Zoom. 

 Meeting prayer, presented by Jim Klopstock. 

 Members at the Meeting via Zoom = G. McEachnie, J. Klopstock, R. Cupid, J. Fulmer and B. Counts. 

 Guest Speaker via Zoom: Reverend Karen Freeman.    

 Meeting Minutes from the March 7, 2020 Fellowship Breakfast were read and approved as written. 

 Treasury Report information given.  

Topics Discussed at the April 4, 2020 Fellowship Zoom Meeting. 

• GEM Bylaws – The motion made, at the 3/7/20 Fellowship Breakfast by Ron Cupid, to change the existing Grace 

Episcopal Men ByLaws Article I Section I Statement of Purpose was approved and passed. The change updates the 

church mission statement and added on the GEM Mission, Vision and Goal Statement. 

• GEM Project - Replace the Parish Hall flooring, breezeway flooring and kitchen flooring. Don Allen is stewarding the 

flooring replacement project contractor bids. Three bids were reviewed at the, 3/7/20, meeting. The information re-

viewed will be sent to the Vestry for their review. 

• Corned Beef and Cabbage Fundraiser: Delayed due to COVID 19 issues. 

Brotherhood of St. Andrew: (Areas of Focus for Making A Difference): Discipleship and Mentoring, Prison Ministries, 
Racial Reconciliation, Recovery from Drug Addiction and support of AA, Social Justice – Human Trafficking, Veterans Min-
istries, plus Youth and Scouting. GEM will look into participating in NAMI (National Alliance for Mental Illness) in a sup-
porting role. If GEM is to enter into a chapter of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew, working with NAMI would be a Recovery 
area for making a difference within the church community. Further discussion of the topic will be discussed at the May 
2020 GEM Zoom meeting. 
Presentation from Reverend Karen Freeman: Thank you to the congregation for acceptance of Zoom as the new com-

munication tool adopted due to COVID 19 group social distancing requirement. The church is having fantastic communi-

cation to each other via phone calls, e-mail and Zoom. Request for GEM  continuation of service to the church as need-

ed.    

 

GEM Fellowship Zoom Schedule:  May 2nd and June 6th. The Fellowship meeting via Zoom starts at 9:30AM.  Check e-

mail notification of Zoom meeting, for Meeting ID and Passcode. 

Grace Episcopal Men, Our Goal : Support Grace Episcopal Church activities and organizations; take on realistic church 

related projects we can accomplish. 
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Safety Corner Article for the May 2020 Sharing Grace.  

Recently, an outbreak of the coronavirus (now called COVID-19) in China has caused global concern. It came from a 

seafood and meat market in Wuhan, China, in December. It has since spread to other countries, including the United 

States. 

COVID-19 symptoms range from mild to severe. It takes 2-14 days after exposure for symptoms to develop. 

Symptoms may include: 

fever 

cough 

shortness of breath or trouble breathing 

Loss of taste or smell 

Those with weakened immune systems may develop more serious symptoms, like pneumonia or bronchitis. 

You may never develop symptoms after being exposed to COVID-19. So far, most confirmed cases are in 

adults, but some children have been infected. There is no evidence that children are at greater risk for 

getting the virus.  

Try to avoid people who are sick or meeting in large groups. Stay home if you are sick. 

Cover your cough with a tissue or cough into your upper sleeve or elbow.  Do not cough into your hands. 

Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after going to the bathroom, 

before eating, and after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. If soap and water are not readily availa-

ble, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol. Always wash hands with soap and water 

if hands are visibly dirty. Avoid touching your mouth, nose, or eyes. 

Last Updated: March 5, 2020 

This article was contributed by: familydoctor.org editorial staff 

Categories: Family Health 

Tags: coronavirus, coronavirus symptoms, covid-19, fever, flu 

https://familydoctor.org/category/family-health/
https://familydoctor.org/tag/coronavirus/
https://familydoctor.org/tag/coronavirus-symptoms/
https://familydoctor.org/tag/covid-19/
https://familydoctor.org/tag/fever/
https://familydoctor.org/tag/flu/
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A 

 Message from  

Team Grace Episcopal 

 

Dear Church, 

Last year we created our 1st Alzheimer’s Team.  We forged together and was victorious raising over 
$2,400.00.  The walk was held at the Suisun City Harbor Plaza where there were over 800 people in attendance on 

an overcast day. Moving about freely from Registration Tables, T Shirt Distribution areas and those seeking infor-

mation from the many Agency Vendors, the 4 section 3 seat 7 row deep celebrants, along with the 10 Top Fund 

Raisers, the VIP section, awaited the Opening Ceremony.  During the ceremony, celebrants attentively cheered at 

the mention of a “Cure” for this progressive disease.  

This year, Team Grace Episcopal will incorporate the use of multimodal media and other platforms safely from our 

homes.  

The Alzheimer’s Association continues to be a support to Families and Care Providers from handling Dementia 

and COVID-19 Tips, to Online Education Classes, and 24/7 Care Giver Support.  At alz.org\tensigns, you can gain 

knowledge, seek medical help and learn: What to ask Your Doctor, and What to Do Next.  The 24/7 Family and Care 

Giver Support line (800) 272-3900, is there to help.            

Thank you, 

Deborah L. Cupid 
Team Captain 
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Online Services: These services are on our church Facebook page and will also be on 

Zoom.  They will also be uploaded onto our website afterwards. Please let Rev. Karen 
know if you are not receiving the Zoom invitations and would like to receive them.   
Sunday May 3rd, the Fourth Sunday of Easter Holy Eucharist at 10:00 AM 

Sunday May 10th, the Fifth Sunday of Easter Holy Eucharist at 10:00 AM 

Sunday May 17th, the Sixth Sunday of Easter Holy Eucharist at 10:00 AM 

Thursday May 21st, Ascension Day service at 7:00 PM 

Sunday May 24th, the Seventh Sunday of Easter Holy Eucharist at 10:00 AM 

Sunday May 31st, Day of Pentecost Holy Eucharist at 10:00 AM 

GEM: 

GEM Zoom Meeting, Sat., May 2, 9:30am 

Gem Zoom Meeting, Sat., June 6, 9:30am 

Happy Birthday—May 

 

Benjamin Minkel 5/11 

Marajean Scarfe 5/24 

 

 

A belated birthday wish to: 

Benjamin Santana 4/25 

Happy Birthday—June 

Ron Cupid 6/1 

Veronica Cupid 6/5 

James Fulmer 6/9 

Warren Sheldon 6/9 

June Gillam 6/27 

Tad Riley 6/28 

 

PLEASE NOTE : 
Sharing Grace Articles are due by the  20th of each month.  Please email 
submissions to the office at gracechurchff@sbcglobal.net .  
 
D U E :   M a y  2 0 t h ,  2 0 2 0 .  

mailto:gracechurchff@sbcglobal.net
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May 2020 
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How is Grace Church being and doing during the COVID-19 pandemic?  

 

From Deborah Cupid:  

I would like to share what I have been doing while being sheltered at home 

during the COVID-19 Pandemic. I have been fortunate to have received a year of Masterclasses 
as a birthday gift. So in addition to my personal DIY projects, I have been utilizing my Master-
classes training in learning new selected areas of interest. 

 

The Masterclass are classes taught by the world's best. There are 80 classes giving instruction 
in areas such as Directing, writing, cooking, sports, interior design and more. 

You can learn anytime, and anywhere. You need a computer to access the classes. There are 
approximately 17 lessons per class.  It is subscription learning.  I have always been interested in 
reading and writing. Shonda Rhimes, Scandals writer, is one of the classes of interest. The Mas-
terclass is taught by Bestseller authors, chefs, directors, and people proficient in their craft.  
Your learning preference is based upon your selection.  

 

In regard to my DIY projects, there is a long list of things I would like to do.  Presently, I am pre-
paring to paint some lawn furniture; and afterwards, the moldings and entry doors are 
next.  Landscaping is always on going. One of my special projects is to work on my Loft.  As a 
visual artist, I am in need of a work area. I am thankful that I am able to do these projects.  

 

Being in Lockdown has been hard but I know I am contributing to saving lives  by remaining 
calm, and being smart.  Most Importantly, being connected by Church services, bulletins, and 
Sharing Grace has spiritually lowered the separation threshold. 

 

* * * * * * * * 

 

From Linda Chandler: 

I’ve been praying a lot and working harder than I have ever worked, trying to do all the set up for 
distance learning without help. 

 

* * * * * * * * 

 

From Nancy and Jim Klopstock: 

Jim and I are staying home as much as possible with an occasional trip to takeout for lunch at 
Taco Bell or McDonald’s.  We both are playing our games on the computer, I am doing 1000 
piece puzzles, baking bread and lots of desserts!  

Nancy Klopstock 
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From Nicole Valentine: 

We have enjoyed the opportunity to focus wholeheartedly on potty training our 2year old, Sofia, 
and it is proving successful with her almost fully trained! This would not have happened so quickly 
if we had the interruptions of outings and other distractions.  

 

I have the opportunity to work from home, even though newly employed with the County. I am 
happy to have my new job, but felt conflicted as a persistent working mother, noticing my children 
miss me when I am gone.  Now I can be home, and still earn a salary. I am able to pursue child 
bonding! 

 

Ruben is chipping away at projects around the home, feeling relieved and productive. 

 

Benjamin has learned new board games, advanced his reading skills, and has done away with the 
pesky tutoring service we solicited prior to confinement. He is not a fan of Kumon. 

 

We have enjoyed more meals at home as a family. We have enjoyed more family time overall. We 
have slept more, contributing to better health. We planted a vegetable garden outside. I have 
meditated more regularly and performed yoga with my young children.  We have enjoyed Grace 
Church mass every Sunday as a family! 

 

Thank you for this opportunity to share! 

-Nicole, Ruben, Benjamin, Sofia 

 

 

 

From Fr. Perry+ 

What have your spiritual practices/disciplines been?  I’ve always had trouble maintaining a 
disciplined spiritual practice. One of the things that I liked about having to preach every Sunday is 
that I was “forced” into Bible studies virtually every day in order to prepare a sermon.  I have tried 
many times to put myself on a regular schedule of devotional reading and Daily Orders but after a 
short time it stops. I can teach it and recommend it, but just can’t seem to do it. On the other hand, 
given a need to teach a Bible course, I dive in and surprise myself with my discipline. 

 

Lately, I have been working on compiling a booklet of the Psalms based on the ICEL version 
which was banned by the Vatican around 2005. In doing that, I opened a conversation with a re-
nowned Liturgical scholar who lives in Claremont. He is probably in his early 90s but sound of 
mind. 

Do you have a home prayer space?  Send a photo, please!  Nope. Just a junky office. 

 

Have you been cooking/baking/sewing/knitting/painting/creating?  Photos would be great if 
you have them!  Sylvia is trying new recipes and baking bread. It hasn’t been perfected yet. I 
spent last week getting our garden ready and planting. (Kim: 3 zucchini plants and 2 special hy-
bridized squashes. Too bad you might miss them, again this year.) 

          Continued…... 
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(Fr. Perry+ continued) 
Have you seen some great movies or tv series or tv concerts that you recom-
mend?  We are thrilled at the new season of “Kim’s Convenience” on Netflix. It is binge wor-
thy. Also we discovered “Midnight Diner.” Japanese with subtitles. A little course at times, but 
every program has a story involving redemption. It’s on Netfix also. 
 
Have you been playing games, doing puzzles, FaceTiming or phoning family?  For our 
anniversary, we had a family Zoom session arranged by our 15 year old granddaughter. It put 
together Mary’s family at June Lake, Elizabeth’s family in Portland , Jessica in NYC, Sallie 
and Sue in Ft Lauderdale and Marvel, my sister, in Texas. 
 
How have you been "the Church" during this time?  How have you been serving oth-
ers?  It’s hard. We’ve been faithful participating in our worship services and Zoom coffee 
hour. As far as serving, we’ve stayed away from others by sheltering-in-place.  
 
How are you coping?  The answer doesn't have to be only positive - what challenges 
and struggles have you encountered? My Civil Air Patrol squadron meets on Monday night 
on Microsoft Teams. I’m trying to keep it going as are some of the other senior members. The 
older cadets have buckled down to the task and are doing great. 
 
I’ve noticed that it seems to take me much longer to get motivated to do things. I seem to be 
moving at a snail’s pace on everything.  But I’m also planning some major changes in various 
things. We’re looking at major remodels which might get going at the end of the month. And 
I’m doing heavy research on another project. 
 
We did arrange something that is good and hilarious. Our younger granddaughter has 
learned to drive while in an abandoned ski resort at June Lake. She’s driving well we hear, 
but they are back in Tustin now so her driving days will be limited since she not old enough 
for her permit. I offered to give her our Volvo in a couple of years. The family accepted, and 
she is thrilled. Her mom, our daughter, told Kate that it is the car she rode home from the hos-
pital in when Kate was born. 
 
What do you want to take from this experience for the future?  Any changes you will be 
making in your life?  Any changes you would like to see the church make?  In the 
church leaders forums that the Bishop is leading, almost everyone is discovering that in addi-
tion to regular face-to-face worship we’ll need to continue virtual worship. Some how we have 
to bring those who don’t do computers into the modern age as they are likely to be the ones 
who are missing out on all worship. For me, I’m slowly learning how technically to do virtual 
worship. In spite of my working in technology for over 40 years, I’m personally a “late 
adopter.”  
 
Changes in my own life: Well, I’m pretty busy. I have million books I want to read in every 
genre, and I have responsibilities that I have accepted. I guess I just have to get more disci-
plined. 
 
Perry+ 
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We are collecting Box Top$ for  
Fairview Elementary School.   

Our i ion: 
 

Welcome • ran r  

Build Up • Reach Out • Glorify G

______________________________________________________________

STAFF 

 
Priest-in-Charge The Rev. Karen Freeman  
Associates The Rev. David Cavanagh  
 The Rev. Perry W. Polk 
Organist Lyn ne Secrist 
Senior Warden       Carol Allen 
Junior Warden -                         James Fulmer 
Treasurer-                                Smith 
Vestry--      John Flynn, Ellie Kulseng, Suzie Peterson, Carolyn Sheldon,  
       Rodney Shoemaker, Matt Thomas, and Shane Tyler. 
 Office Mgr./Bookkeeper: Kim 

 

Would you like to help make a difference for future generations?  

Please remember Grace Episcopal Church in your estate plans 
through your will or trust.  Thank you for your support.  


