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Rev. K. Freeman, 5/9/2021 Sermon: Acts 10:44-48; Ps. 98; 1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17 
 

Sing to the Lord a new song!  There have been many songs sung about love:  “Love Makes the 

World Go ‘Round”; “All You Need is Love”; “Can’t Help Falling in Love”; – I’m sure you can 

think of others.  And the movies about love!  Love Story, Love Actually, Shakespeare in Love... 

the list goes on and on.  And remember that comic strip from the 60’s and 70’s, called “Love 

is...”  I loved that comic!  

 

We are been made by love, for love – so no wonder the arts are so full of the subject of love!  

And Love is the central theme of our Epistle and Gospel readings this morning – not the “pop 

song” kind of love – the God-in-Jesus and Jesus-in-us kind of love.   Four forms of love are 

found in the bible, in Greek terms:  Eros, sensual romantic love; Storge, family love; Philia, 

brotherly love; and Agape, God’s divine love.   
 

On Mother’s Day we celebrate “storge” – the bonds of affection we have with family 

members.  There are many examples of family love found in the bible, such as between Noah 

and his wife in the Old Testament, and Mary, Martha and Lazarus in the New Testament.    

Many of us are blessed to have shared this kind of love with our mothers, or with someone 

who has filled that mothering role for us, who may or may not be a blood relative.  We affirm 

forms of family that aren’t biological – even Jesus said, “Whoever does the will of my Father in 

heaven is my brother and sister and mother” (Matt 12:50).  We are members of God’s family 

as Christians.   

 

We are children of God, and God calls us to live in love with one another, with storge (family) 

love and with philia (brotherly) love.  It’s interesting that in Romans 12:10, Paul uses the Greek 

compound word “philostorgos” to describe the love that believers are to have for one 

another. 

 

Philia, brotherly love, is compassionate care for our fellow human beings.  This is the term for 

love used in John 13:35, where Jesus says, “By this everyone will know that you are my 

disciples if you love one another.”  

 

Then there is agape love, known as the highest form of love – God’s divine, immeasurable and 

incomparable love. Agape love is unconditional, perfect, and pure. Agape is the term used in 

John 3:16: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 

him should not perish but have eternal life.”  Agape love is based on God’s love and on doing 
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the will of God.  And agape is the term for love used in our epistle and our gospel passages this 

morning.   

 

In both the epistle and the gospel, agape love is linked to obeying the commandments of God 

and of Jesus.  1 John 5:2, “By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love 

God and obey his commandments.” And John 15:10, “If you keep my commandments, you will 

abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love.”   

 

The commandment, we see in verse 12, is to “love one another.”  That phrase comes up twice 

in today’s gospel and in several other places in the New Testament:  In John 13:34-35, Jesus 

says, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, 

you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 

have love for one another.”  In Romans 12:9-10, Paul says, “Let love be genuine; hate what is 

evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in 

showing honor.”  In 1 Thess 3:12, Paul says, “May the Lord make you increase and abound in 

love for one another and for all...”  

 

In 1 Peter 1:22, Peter says, “”Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the 

truth so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart.”  In 1 

John 3:23, John says, “This is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son 

Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us.”  In 1 John 4:7, 11 & 12, John 

says, “Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born 

of God and knows God... Since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No 

one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.” 

 

I don’t know about you, but all those verses get me fired up to love!  I want that kind of love in 

my life, coming to me and flowing out of me!  This is the “new song” that I want to be singing, 

and I hope you do, too! 

 

And we can be real about it – we are forgiven, redeemed people, who fall short of continually 

loving one another with divine, sacrificial love – of laying down our lives for one another.  At 

times, we all struggle to love well.  But I hope we can recognize this life and it’s challenges as a 

process of God’s love being perfected in us through faith and through walking in the way of 

Christ.   
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I hope you know that you are loved by God. We have a God, who in Christ, emptied himself to 

experience the fullness of humanity – not just the joys, but the pains, the sorrows, and 

injustices, and finally to go through a tortured death on a cross, all for us.  This is how much 

God loves us.  In fact, God knows all of our good points and our bad points – and loves us just 

the same.  

 

Jesus chose us, warts and all, and appointed us to go and bear fruit – fruit that will last into the 

fullness of God’s Kingdom – the fruit of the Spirit – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Galatians 5:16-24).  God is cultivating 

these fruits within us.  As we abide in Christ, through prayer, reading Scripture, worship, and 

keeping his commandment to love, we are being changed into his image – as we develop these 

habits, with the Spirit’s help, we become more like Christ, and bear fruit that will last.  May it 

be so.  Amen.   


