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Sharing Grace 

Our Vision: As a welcoming congregation, we share the transformational grace of God 
through worship and spiritual growth; we glorify God by building up each other and      

community through love, care, and outreach. 

From our Priest in Charge Rev. Karen Freeman 

March 2021 
 

   Dear Gracious People, 
  
   I like the month of March because springtime begins in March, and I love  seeing  
   blossoms and new leaf buds on the trees.  Spring is about new life, and we are 
   beginning to see hope for new life beyond this pandemic.  Many of us, including  
   me, have now had the vaccine, which is the way out of this pandemic wilderness 
     
   Thanks to everyone who completed the survey about regathering for worship in  
   the courtyard.  
    
   As of February 25, I have had 31 respondents, which is great.  If you haven’t yet  
   responded, I would still value your participation – it’s not too late.   Here is some 
of the data so far: 
 

1.     About regathering beginning March 14th – 65% of you are all for it!   
2.     About worshipping in the courtyard EVERY Sunday or EVERY OTHER Sunday?  43% say Every 
Sunday, 37% say Every Other Sunday; the rest would rather stay online for now.  
3.     70% respondents are okay with worshipping on Palm Sunday without hymns and 63% are 
okay with worshipping on Easter Sunday without hymns.   
4.     Have you been vaccinated against Covid-19?  65% said Yes, and 35% said No.   
 

13 people stated they are willing to be an usher at the courtyard services and 11 are willing to be a  
disinfector after the services.  That’s a wonderful response!  Thank you so much!    
 
And so, we will begin regathering in the courtyard for worship on March 14th at 10:00 AM, using the 
Google Forms RSVP system, and from then on, we will be in the courtyard every other Sunday, with the 
alternate Sunday being online only. This means we will be in the courtyard for Palm Sunday but we will 
be online only on Easter Sunday.  This may be disappointing for some of you, and I am sorry for that.  It 
is a compromise, taking into account the views of the survey respondents.  However, at least we will be 
able to sing hymns on Easter Sunday!  
 
Unfortunately, when we are in the courtyard for worship, we are still not allowed to sing together . If 
there is rain in the forecast or if it is raining on a Sunday when we are due to be in the courtyard, we will 
NOT continue with the courtyard service and it will revert to an online-only service.  We tried worshiping 
in the courtyard in the rain back in December and it was very difficult, especially from the A/V  
perspective, so we will not do that again.  Whether we are in the courtyard or not, we will continue to 
stream the service live to Zoom and to Facebook, and it will be uploaded to our website later in the 
day.  Don’t forget, March 14th at 2:00 AM is the start of Daylight Savings Time, so we will need to  
remember to put our clocks forward!   
  
Peace, love and blessings, 
 
Karen+ 
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From the Senior Warden:         

    Dear Grace Family, 

Where have the past five months gone?  The seasons seem to have flown by for me 

starting with my surgery in October then Thanksgiving, Advent, Christmas, Epiphany and 

now we are two weeks into Lent.  Easter will be here before we know.  Hallelujah! 

We are not sure when we will start worshipping again from the courtyard.  Rev 

Karen+ has sent out a survey via email to get a consensus on when to start back (weather 

permitting) in the courtyard. Also, on the survey is whether to hold Palm Sunday & Easter 

Sunday services in the courtyard or on ZOOM. (No singing at in person services) Please 

respond to the survey as soon possible.  

Rev Karen+ will be hosting a bible study program during Lent entitled “People of the 

Light” on Wednesday evenings starting at 7:00pm via zoom.  Please check for her email 

regarding this class and join in for this experience.   

The annual Vestry retreat has yet to happen as of the writing of this letter.  I am 

looking forward to a productive zoom meeting being held over two days, Feb 26th and 27th.  

Our agenda includes time for “Understanding Financial Reports” with Gretchen Smith, our 

treasurer.  Also, time will be dedicated to revisiting the “Invite Welcome Connect” program 

by Mary Palmer.  I am eager to start working with this year’s vestry members.  We have an 

ideal mix of talent and perspective, which includes long term and relatively new, church 

members to serve on the vestry for 2021.   My desire is to have a productive year 

accomplishing many of our objectives from 2020 and setting new goals for 2021. 

With the COVID -19 vaccine becoming more readily available it seems like the light at 

the end of the COVID tunnel is getting brighter.  Maybe even the horizon can be seen.  

I will Turn (a daily prayer for Lent by Julie Palmer) 

Lord, I will turn, Turn my face towards you.  I will lay before you the desert areas I hide 

and turn to soak in your refreshing words of life.  I will cast aside the barren, selfish pursuits 

and turn to rest in the tranquil warmth of your love.  I will draw back from the harsh pull of 

media and turn to bathe in the gentle power of your Spirt.  Lord today I turn my face 

towards you.  I will turn to soak in your words of life.  To rest in the warmth of your love, and 

to bathe in the power of your Spirit.   

In Fellowship and Friendship, 

Carol Allen 
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   GEM Zoom Meeting Up-date for the March 2021 Sharing Grace Newsletter.                        Ron Cupid  

    Grace Episcopal Men, Our Goal : To take on realistic church projects we can accomplish.  

   Business Agenda from the February 6, 2021 GEM Fellowship Meeting: 

   Call to order and welcome to the GEM Fellowship Zoom Meeting. 

   We have 30 minutes to conduct this meeting. Please respect the time limit.      

Opening Prayer. (BCP page 824, Prayer 28. “In Times of Conflict”). 

Guest Speaker: Sunny Bradford. Volunteer Coordinator for the National Alliance on Mental Illness. (NAMI). 

Minutes from the January 9, 2021, GEM Fellowship Meeting approved as read. 

Treasury Report. Update accepted.                           

Guest Speaker Presentation by Sunny Bradford. (NAMI Volunteer Coordinator)      

-Thank you again for participation in the NAMI Christmas Gift Bag Wrap. 
-GEM members will be added to the NAMI mailing list; e-mail. Letter of Appreciation will be sent out for the 12/5/20 

Gift Bag Wrap. 
-The materials distribution program will begin as soon as the fine tuning of the resource spread sheet is finalized; as 

to who can receive brochures and pamphlets. (Limited by COVID 19 restrictions). The spreadsheet will be paired 
down for individuals to distribute to certain locations within the Solano County area. (Efficient distribution tech-
nique). 

-NAMI Walk Year 2021. – Due to COVID 19 restrictions this event will be held virtually. GEM assistance is requested. 
Sunny Bradford will set the details for the event. Sunny will be invited to the April 3rd and May 1st GEM Fellow-
ship Meetings for event participation scheduling and up-dates. 

-Additional NAMI Education Assistance and Support Programs are available for peers and family members. Classes 
will be lead by trained staff personnel within the peer and family work groups. Programs available in Spanish. 
More information to be presented. 

-The NAMI website will be remodeled sometime this year.  
-Sunny Bradford is looking forward to visiting a Sunday Zoom Service, at Grace Episcopal Church.  
-NAMI dues for family membership is $60.00 per year. Volunteer membership payment is $40.00, per year. 
 

Topics for Discussion with New Business and Closing Prayer:  

February 6th  GEM Meeting Attendance = Ron Cupid, Gary McEachnie, Jim Klopstock, Bill Counts, Don Allen and James Fulmer. 

Year 2021 Calendar Drive: 171 calendars collected. Thank you note asked to be placed in church bulletin. 

GEM “Membership Drive” for Year 2021. Review of the February 2021 content presentation in the Sharing Grace Newsletter.  

Membership Drive statements now appear in the Sunday Church Bulletin. For the month of February 2021. (Actively join 

GEM to build-up). Discussion on having “Zoom sessions”  mentioned. More discussion planned for the March 6th GEM 

Fellowship Meeting. Need thoughts, plans and coordinator for set-up of the event. Set-up to start during the third or 

fourth week of March 2021 and continue through June 2021. 

Don Allen mentioned about GEM doing a corned beef and cabbage fund raiser. Don volunteered to prepare the cooking and 

event set-up. Plan for food pick-up at the church. G. McEachnie mentioned food delivery should be available, for those 

unable to pick-up their purchased meal at the church. More discussion to take place at the March 6th Fellowship Meeting. 

Year 2021 GEM member donations can be forwarded to the Church Office. Write in for GEM on checks.    

Closing  Prayer. (BCP page 100, “A Collect for Grace”).  

 

GEM Fellowship Zoom Meeting Schedule.    

March 6, 2021 via Zoom at 09:30AM. Guest Speaker will be The Reverend Karen Freeman. 
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Book of Common Prayer 

 

If anyone would like to borrow a Book of Common   

Prayer for the duration of our online services due to the 

pandemic, please let Rev. Karen know and one will be  

delivered to you. 

Grace Episcopal Men – GEM – Membership Drive Information.                  March 2021 Sharing Grace.       

 

Grace Episcopal Men, (GEM). See the information below, an example of what we are doing: 

This organization, Grace Episcopal Men (GEM), is in place to provide social support to the related community. We work 

with the National Alliance on Mental Illness, (NAMI), to assist with their “Materials Distribution Program”. To date we 

have assisted the NAMI Volunteer Coordinator, Sunny Bradford, with the update of the NAMI community resources 

excel spreadsheet.  

Goal:           The GEM goal statement = to take on realistic church projects we can accomplish.    

We, GEM, celebrate God’s presence in the community, by way of the Church Mission Statement, as we welcome, trans-

form, build-up, reach out and glorify God.  Men of the congregation of Grace Episcopal Church, please consider taking 

an active participation in the GEM, Grace Episcopal Men.      

   

Upcoming GEM Fellowship Meeting Schedules:  

Saturday, March 6, 2021, at 09:30 hours by way of Zoom telecast.  

Saturday, April 3, 2021, at 09:30 hours by way of Zoom telecast. 

Saturday May 1, 2021, at 09:30 hours by way of Zoom telecast.                                           

For more information about GEM contact Ron Cupid, Cell phone = (707) 580-2770. 

Thank You and Peace 

Ron Cupid 
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Safety Corner      
Safety Corner Article – March 2021. Workspace Ergonomics.                     Ron Cupid              

Workspace Ergonomics: Inventory Your Home Office Workspace and Identify Your Reach Zone. 

Inventory Your Workspace: 

Having your head tilted as much as a couple of degrees off of center can cause serious neck strain. Check out your 

workspace – is it set up so that you are facing your computer straight on? 

Is your chair depth short enough that your knees stick out from your chair, so that it does not put pressure on the 

nerves in your legs? 

Is your keyboard set up so that your wrists are in a neutral position? The neutral position of the wrists is considered to 

be approximately straight and not significantly bent to the side, up, or down. Choose a keyboard that is 

comfortable for you to use. 

Identify Your Reach Zones: 

Items directly in front of you and which you can reach without stretching your arm are in the “easy zone;” they are easy 

to reach. You should consider putting items you use constantly in this zone. 

Items that you can reach by extending your arm, but not moving are in the “awkward zone”.  You should consider 

putting items you use often (but not routinely) into this zone. 

Anytime you have to both move and extend your arm to reach something, it is in the “avoid zone”. You should avoid 

putting anything you use with any regularity in these areas as regularly reaching for them can cause stress to your 

musculoskeletal system (arms, neck and back).     

 

Work Station Proper Ergonomics: 
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Office Information: I will only be stopping by the office to pickup mail and make the 

bank deposits.  Just a reminder to NOT stop by or go into the office.  If you would like to leave 
something for Rev. Karen or myself, you can leave it in the mailbox or make prior  
arrangements with either of us to meet with you.           Thank you, Kim 

_____________________________________________ 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION: Operating Account  

(Through January 31, 2021) 

      January 2021  YTD 2021 Budgeted YTD 2021 

Income:    $ 10,125   $10,125  $10,101 

Expenses:    $ 15,384   $15,384  $14,317 

Net Loss/gain  ($5,259)               ($5,259)           ($4,215) 

 

During this time of financial uncertainty for the church, please continue to give your pledge or offering by: 

 

1. Mailing in a check to Grace Episcopal at the parish office - 1405 Kentucky Street, Fairfield CA 94533 

2. Give safely and conveniently online through the “online giving” tab on our website: 

www.gracechurchfairfield.org  

http://www.gracechurchfairfield.org/
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Easter Flowers 
We would love to decorate the 

church with beautiful fresh 
flowers for Easter, 

and we need your help! 

Please mail your donations to 
church, along with the names 
of those you want to hold in 

memory on this  

special day. 

Thank you! 
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Online Services: These services are on our church Facebook page and will also be on 

Zoom.  They will also be uploaded onto our website afterwards. Please let Rev. Karen 
know if you are not receiving the Zoom invitations and would like to receive them.  
Sunday, March 7, 10:00am- Online service only 

Sunday, March 14, 10:00am– Courtyard service and Online service  

Sunday, March 21, 10:00am-Online service only 

Sunday, March 28, 10:00am– Courtyard service and online service (Palm Sunday) 
Thursday, April 1,  Maunday Thursday Agape Meal online service on Zoom & Facebook, 7:00pm 
Friday, April 2, Good Friday, online-only reflective service, Zoom & Facebook, 2:00pm 
Sunday, April 4, Easter Sunday, online-only Eucharist, Zoom & Facebook, 10:00am 
 

GEM Meeting, Saturday, March 6, 9:30am via Zoom 
Vestry Meeting, Tuesday, March 16, 7:00pm via Zoom  
Shared Home Communion: Thursday, March 11 at 10:30am-12 noon-pickup at the church         

Maundy Thursday, April 1 at 10:30am-12 noon-pickup (for Easter Sunday) also walk through church 
(let Rev. Karen know if you need  communion delivered to you) 

Lenten Studies: See attached flyer. Studies are Wednesdays through 3/24/2021 at 7pm via Zoom . 

Happy Birthday—   April 
 
Roel Rafael 4/1 
Carol Allen 4/4 
Scotty Hodges 4/15 
Wyatt Thomas 4/17 
Deni Hayslip 4/23 
Benjamin Santana 4/25 
David Cavanagh 4/25 
Frank Hull 4/29 
Linda Chandler 4/29 

Happy Birthday— March 

Deborah Cupid 3/1 

Gretchen Smith 3/4 

Larry Lindsay 3/9 

Sue Pokorny 3/19 

Peter Minkel 3/22 

Pat Benacquista 3/23 

PLEASE NOTE : 
Sharing Grace Articles are due by the  20th of each month.  Please email 
submissions to the office at gracechurchff@sbcglobal.net .  
D U E :   M a rc h  2 0 t h ,  2 0 2 1 .  

mailto:gracechurchff@sbcglobal.net
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March 2021 

Sunday 

 

Monday  

1 

Tuesday 

2 

  

Wednesday 

3 
Lent Study 
7:00pm via 
Zoom 

Thursday 

4 
 
 

Friday 

5 

Saturday 

6 
  
GEM Mtg. 
9:30am via 

Zoom 

7 

 
 

Online only 

Lent III 

8 9 
 

10 

 

Lent Study 
7:00pm via 
Zoom 

11 
Share Home 
Comm. 
10:30am-12p 
p/u at church 

12 13 

 

 

14 

 

 
1st Courtyard 
Service 

Lent IV 

 

15 

 

 

16 

 

Vestry 
Mtg. 

Zoom 7pm 

17 
 

Lent Study 
7:00pm via 
Zoom 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 

 

 

 

Sharing Grace 
articles due.  

21 

 

 

Online only 

Lent V 

22 

 
 

23 

 

 

 

24 
Lent Study 
7:00pm via 
Zoom 

25 

 
 

26 

 

27 
 

28 

 
Courtyard 

Service 

Palm Sunday 

29 30 31 April  1 
Maundy Thur. 

 
Share Home 

Comm. 
10:30am-12p 
 for Easter Sunday 

Agape Meal serv. 
Online 7pm 

April 2 
Good Friday 

 

Online serv. 

2:00pm 
 

 

April 4, Sunday 
Easter Sunday 
Online-only Eucharist  
10:00am 
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Anglican Prayer Beads 
 

 

One of our newer members, Gwen Krongard-Fry, has been making 
beautiful Anglican Prayer Beads, and she would like to offer them to 
the members of Grace Church.  The cost of the materials range from 
$10-$20 (possibly higher, depending on the cost of the cross).  Gwen 
would charge $10-$15 over cost in order to make a donation to the 
church.  These prayer beads come with a pamphlet explaining how to 
pray with them, including samples of prayers.  These are high quality 
beads that would make wonderful gifts.  If you are interested in  
placing an order, please contact Gwen’s wife Adrianne at this email 
address:  pugzmama@live.com 
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Our i ion: 
 

Welcome • ran r  

Build Up • Reach Out • Glorify G

______________________________________________________________

Would you like to help make a difference for future generations?  

Please remember Grace Episcopal Church, Fairfield in your estate 
plans through your will or trust.  Thank you for your support.  

STAFF 

 
Priest-in-Charge The Rev. Karen Freeman (email: gracechurchfairfield@gmail.com) 
Associates The Rev. David Cavanagh  
 The Rev. Perry W. Polk (email: revperrypolk@gmail.com) 
Organist Lyn ne Secrist 
Senior Warden       Carol Allen (email: carolann.allen@sbcglobal.net) 
Junior Warden -                         John Flynn 
Treasurer-                                Smith 
Vestry--      Scotty Hodges, Adrianne Krongard-Fry, Carolyn Sheldon,  
       Matt Thomas, Shane Tyler, Nicole Valentine, and Gregg Wickham. 
 Office Mgr./Bookkeeper: Kim 

 


