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Jesus had been walking, making the long and tough journey from 

Judea to Galilee, some 80 miles.  Have you ever walked that far?  

It probably would have taken at least three days to walk that 

distance, depending on how much Jesus rested.   

 

So Jesus comes to the region where the Samaritans live.  It’s hot; 

he’s been walking a long way; naturally, he’s tired and thirsty.  So, 

at about noon, Jesus sits down by a well – not just any well, but a 

famous well - Jacob’s Well.   In the Old Testament, a well was 

often the place where romance took place and even offers of 

marriage were proposed.  Indeed,  Jacob and even Moses met 

their future wives at a well.   

 

So here Jesus is, at Jacob’s well.  Jesus wasn’t looking for a wife, 

of course, but curiously in several places in the New Testament, 

Jesus is described symbolically as “the bridegroom.”   

 

 



In fact, just before today’s passage in John’s Gospel, when John 

the Baptist’s followers wonder who Jesus is in relation to John, 

the Baptizer speaks of Jesus in this way, “The bride belongs to the 

bridegroom.  The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and 

listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom’s 

voice.”  

 

So in today’s passage, as Jesus meets a woman at Jacob’s well, it’s 

not a stretch to say that the Samaritan woman could be seen 

symbolically as his prospective “bride.”  We don’t know her 

name, but she comes to the well in the heat of mid-day – 

normally women and children would fill their water jugs early in 

the morning when it was cool, to have fresh water for the whole 

day. You would only go to a well at midday if you wanted to avoid 

being seen by anyone else.  And so we can be pretty sure that this 

woman was an outcast from her society – we don’t know exactly 

why – but as Jesus later points out, this woman has had five 

husbands, and she was currently living with another man. In their 

culture this would have been considered shameful.   



As well as this, the Samaritans were held in contempt by the Jews.  

The Samaritans shared their original roots with the Jewish people 

but branched off early on and were guilty of mixing with pagans 

and worshipping God in the wrong ways.  Certainly a Jew would 

never drink from the same water vessel as a Samaritan.    

 

And furthermore – men in first century Palestine would not 

dream of speaking to a woman on their own without her husband 

or another male relative present – let alone a woman of ill-repute 

- that was considered a deeply improper way to behave! 

 

So why would Jesus, the “bridegroom,” be meeting a sinful, 

unclean, heathen woman alone at Jacob’s well at midday???   The 

answer, of course, lies in who Jesus is, and what he came to do.   

In asking the Samaritan woman for water, Jesus is giving her back 

a sense of worthiness – that no matter what was in her past, she  

was loved in God’s eyes.  Jesus met this woman in all her shame 

and vulnerability, and gave her dignity and hope.   



Jesus offers to her the living water that only he can give – as he 

reveals himself to her as the Messiah. He wasn’t put off by the 

fact that she was a foreign woman of a different faith with a 

questionable background – Jesus has time for ALL who are thirsty 

for the living water.  He rises above sexism, discrimination, 

prejudice and nationalism – which have no place in God’s 

Kingdom – but which still are too common in our world today, 

even coming from some Christians who, like us, are supposed to 

desire to become more like Jesus.   

 

So they get deep into conversation, Jesus and the Samaritan 

woman.  In sharing water, he’s valuing her – effectively saying to 

her, “you are not unclean.”  And then Jesus goes on to tell her 

everything she’s ever done - we’ve even been left with a great 

Peter, Paul and Mary song to prove it!   

 

 

 



Jesus, with the eyes and heart of God, sees life’s pain and tragedy, 

heartache, and things going wrong.  He has plenty of time for the 

person who is thirsty for hope, and for relief from the chains that 

bind – chains like “you’re not good enough” or “you don’t fit in 

with our idea of normal.”  And for everyone who is that kind of 

thirsty, Jesus says, “Draw near to me and get to know God – that’ll 

blow your idea of “normal” right out of the water, and keep you 

coming back for more.”  

 

Before she met Jesus, this woman’s life was limited.  Because of 

her past, she probably would have preferred to be invisible.   Like 

this woman, at times we can face seasons when we feel like we’re 

just existing on the margins.  Whether it’s a mistake we’ve made 

in the past, a depression that will not lift, an addiction we cannot 

break, a relationship that traps us, or grief that overwhelms us – 

at times we may find ourselves in the wilderness.  How do we 

respond?  Complaining is always tempting – and God can certainly 

handle the prayer of complaint.  But St. Paul, who suffered more 

than many of us, had a different perspective.   



In our first reading from his letter to the Romans, Paul describes 

the virtues that can come from suffering:  endurance, character 

and hope, concluding with God pouring love into our hearts.  Paul 

endured his suffering with hope – he accepted suffering for what 

it was, knowing that he would grow in the knowledge and love of 

God, because God’s love was being poured into his heart.  That’s 

the “living water” of God’s Spirit.    

 

We’re called to respond to the gift of living water from Jesus.  

And if we have said yes to Jesus, the call continues, moving us 

from being simply recipients of the living water to becoming 

sharers of that water to others.   

 

This is how Jesus wants to gather his people, who the New 

Testament calls “the Bride of Christ.” This woman’s life was 

transformed by her encounter with Jesus, and she went back into 

her community to tell others about him.  

 



As followers of Jesus, we simply cannot keep this life to ourselves 

– instead, we’re compelled to invite, welcome and connect others 

to the spring of living water, trusting that God’s Spirit is with us.  

May our worship today fill us and refresh us, as we are sent out as 

“water-bearers” into the world – and possibly armed with hand 

sanitizer!  Amen. 

 


