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Rev. K. Freeman, 3rd Sun. after Pentecost: Gen. 21:8-21; Ps 86:1-10,16-17; Romans 6:1b-11; Matt 10:24-39 
 

This week’s gospel reading is a continuation of last week’s preparation session 

for the disciples. Jesus is aiming to get them ready for the challenges they 

should expect as they go out with his authority to preach the Kingdom of God.   

 

You wouldn’t think that preaching the Kingdom of God could cause so much 

division and be so dangerous.  But of course – in one family you might have 

some people who are willing to re-center their lives on God and others who 

want to continue centering their lives on themselves.  And this can be where 

the peace of a family is disrupted.   

 

Our relationship with God - of love and service  - is to be paramount in our 

lives.  We love God for who God is, and through faith in his Word which 

became flesh in Jesus Christ.  When we become re-orientated towards God,  

all other relationships flow out from that foundational relationship and 

connection with God.   

 

When we commit to the life of a believer, we make a choice to put God first.  

Sadly, this priority of our relationship with God can come between family 

members.   Jesus is pointing that out in the reading.  But Jesus also says that by 

joining with him, we receive even more family – the family of all other 

believers.   
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It’s a worldwide family from every nation – for God has made all people equally 

in God’s image – it’s a family of believers “from all tribes and peoples and 

languages” – and this family transcends the bounds of earth to include to 

communion of saints in heaven. 

 

It’s always imperative for believers to preach the Kingdom of God “in season 

and out of season” – with our actions and with our words when necessary – 

whether it’s comfortable to do so or not.  But it’s not always easy. It requires 

courage. 

 

In our context today, it seems to me that we need do this by speaking the truth 

in love to that friend or family member who doesn’t understand why we need 

to care for the vulnerable – whether this means helping the homeless, 

protecting the immunocompromised or standing up for the marginalized or the 

oppressed.  It’s not about party politics - it’s about serving Christ in the 

stranger.  It’s about wearing face masks not for any political reason but 

because we want to help protect others. It’s about justice. It’s about taking 

action when you see someone being bullied, or hear someone using a racial 

slur.  It’s about mercy.  It’s about loving those who we disagree with, and 

acknowledging our own part in the perpetuation of injustice.  It’s about walking 

humbly with God.   
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These are the sometimes uncomfortable conversations we really need to be 

having if we are committed to following Jesus and to living with God in our 

hearts. This is how we are to walk “in newness of life” as St. Paul puts it.  

 

So we need the reality check of our Gospel reading – who or what are we 

putting first in our lives?  If we’re not too sure, we need only look at what we 

are focused on most – and that tells us who we are serving.  Is it only ourselves 

and our immediate blood relatives?  I can hold my own hand up there a lot of 

the time.  This doesn’t mean we abandon our families.  it means we recognize 

and accept we are called to serve others as well.  We are called to serve 

widows and orphans – we are called to serve our neighbor and the stranger – 

we are called to be healers of body, mind and spirit, through praying and 

through acts of caring.  And we are called to tell people of the source of our 

hope.  

 

 On our faith journey, self-reflection is crucial. What does your response to 

God’s call look like?  It will probably look a bit different to mine – we are all 

unique.  But we are all called.  Jesus said, “Whoever does not take up the cross 

and follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and 

those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”  Those are thought-provoking 

words. The way of Jesus is to live a life of service and of love, where we will 

want to continually let go of our selfish life and find a more abundant new life 

and an expanded family in Christ.  Amen. 


