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Sharing Grace 

Our Vision: As a welcoming congregation, we share the transformational grace of God 
through worship and spiritual growth; we glorify God by building up each other and      

community through love, care, and outreach. 

From our Priest in Charge Rev. Karen Freeman 
   Dear Friends,  
   Happy Epiphany Season and Happy New Year!  I hope and pray this new year brings 
   you joy and peace.  Like me, I’m sure you were happy to bid farewell to 2020.  We 
   don’t know what 2021 holds in store for us, either individually or as a church; only 
   God knows.  But we will keep the faith that, no matter what, God is with us, and  
   God holds us in his ever-loving arms.   
  
   This month a new U.S. President and Vice-president will be sworn in.  After a highly 
   divisive election period, my hope is that we’ll be able to find common ground with 
those with whom we disagree, so that we can work towards creating a better nation and world.  As 
followers of Jesus, our prayer is that we will be peacemakers.  I’m sure we will have plenty of 
opportunities to hold out the healing hand of friendship, compassion and service to all, no matter what 
their political ideology may be.  It’s not always easy, but with God all things are possible (Matthew 19:26). 
Remember, the Christian’s first allegiance is to Jesus Christ, our Lord and our God – who calls us to follow 
him, to abide in him, and to be faithful to him.  God’s got us!    
  
We are not out of the woods yet with the pandemic, and so we must continue to worship online for now, 
wear masks in public, stay physically distanced from those outside of our households, and wash our 
hands!  But hope springs forth in the form of vaccines.  How marvelous are those who work in vaccine 

research!  God has given us all that we need to use science for the betterment of 
our human condition and of our planet.    
  
We have been through such a lot over the past year.  I thank you for sticking with 
Grace:  for supporting your church through your pledges and offerings, and for 
participating in Zoom, Facebook and website services.  And thank you for 
encouraging me.  When we reach out to others in our church family, whether by 
phone calls, greeting cards or emails, it goes such a long way towards helping us 
feel connected as Grace Episcopal Church.   
  
Epiphany means the manifestation, or showing, of God. May the Holy Spirit make 
us into “living epiphanies” in 2021, that we might manifest Christ to one another 
and to our communities.  
  
Blessings,    Karen+ 
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From the Senior Warden:         

     

Dear Grace Family, 

    Happy New Year!  I am wishing you many blessings throughout the New Year.  One of those 

blessings is the vaccine for COVID-19.  There are several vaccines that are starting to be 

administered here in Solano County.  So even though we are under a stay at home order as I write 

today, I do see a light at the end of this long tunnel.      

     The pre-recorded Christmas Eve service was wonderful.  With all the lessons and carols being 

read or sung by parishioners, was very uplifting.  Thank you to everyone who participated in the 

making of this video.  You can still view the service through our website.  Hopefully we can find a 

way to have more virtual participation while we cannot worship together.  It was also nice to see 

the sanctuary on Christmas Day. 

     As I mentioned last month, January is normally the month when we hold our annual parish 

meeting and elect new vestry members and delegates to attend the annual Diocese convention.  

At this time we have not scheduled a date for that meeting to be held.  We are awaiting directions 

from the Diocese council, as to how to proceed with a virtual meeting.  They are addressing some 

issues with voting virtually and or by mail.  As soon as we receive those instructions from the 

Diocese we will be able to move forward with the planning of our annual meeting.  There will be 

four seats to fill on our vestry for 2021, three - 3 year terms and one – 1 year term.   The vestry is 

a ministry that governs and provides guidance for the church.  Please give some thought to see if 

this ministry is calling you to serve.  Please contact myself or Rev Karen+ with any questions.   

 At the vestry meeting in December, the vestry voted to give all employees a 1.5% COLA 

increase on their wages starting January 1, 2021.  This was the recommended amount from the 

diocese.  We also continued to pay all employees their normal wages thru December 31, 2020. 

 
 Thank you to everyone who continues to give to Grace Episcopal Church.  You give of your 

time, of your talents and your monetary contributions.  All these things have made Grace stronger 

during 2020.     

.   

The Blessings of Peace, the Beauty of Hope, The Spirit of Love, may these be your gifts this 

Epiphany season and all of 2021. 

 

In Friendship and Fellowship, 

 
Carol Allen 
 
 
  
Email: carolann.allen@sbcglobal.net     
Cell: 707.344.5127 
 

mailto:carolann.allen@sbcglobal.net
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   Grace Episcopal Men, Our Goal : To take on realistic church projects we can accomplish.  

   Business Agenda: 

   Call to order and welcome to the GEM Fellowship Zoom Meeting. 

   Opening Prayer. (BCP page 824, Prayer 28. In Times of Conflict). 

   Review of the GEM Zoom Fellowship Meeting Minutes from November 7, 2020. Make required edits 

if necessary. Motion to approve Minutes, then receive second motion for Minutes to stand approved as read. Edits 

made and meeting minutes changed. Minutes approved and seconded.  

• Treasury Report. The budget was read and accepted. 

Attendance = Bill Counts, Jim Klopstock, Charles Karnopp, Gary McEachnie and Ron Cupid. 

 

Discussion of Business Operations and Closing Prayer:  

National Alliance for Mental Illness (NAMI). Materials Distribution Spreadsheet update work is still in progress.     

 Participation at the NAMI Christmas Holiday Gift Bag Wrap, Dec 5th at Parish Hall, by GEM was limited due to “social  

 distancing” requirements. NAMI stewarded the gift bag issuing to the community care resource organizations.  

 The event was a success and the goals of NAMI were met.     

Year 2021 Calendar Drive in progress. GEM will participate and assist as needed with the collection of calendars from the 

church congregation. 

Building GEM membership was discussed the path forward is to utilize the Sharing Grace Newsletter to emphasize the GEM 

continuous improvement goals that GEM has set in place. An increase in membership participation is needed to  

continue assisting with the church mission statement; to welcome, transform, build-up, reach out and glorify God. 

Discussion of the crab feed for Year 2021 was dismal. We elected not to have the crab feed event due to food cost,  

 environmental limitations on issuing of the meals and life conditions existing at the present time. We look forward to  

 Renewing this event in Year 2022. 

Closing  Prayer. (BCP page 100, “A Collect for Grace”.) 

 

 

First Quarter GEM Fellowship Zoom Meeting Schedule for Year 2021:        

 Saturday, January 9, 2021. Time = 9:30 AM, via Zoom.    

 Saturday, February 6, 2021 via Zoom. Time = 9:30 AM.     

 Saturday, March 6, 2021 via Zoom. Time = 9:30 AM.  

 

Ron Cupid 
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Grace Episcopal Men, (GEM), Statement of Purpose: 

This organization, Grace Episcopal Men (GEM), is in place for the members of Grace Episcopal Church to 

provide financial plus social support to the church and related community.  

 

Activities as determined by the mission statement of the Church, members of the Church Vestry and the 

needs of the Parish are accepted per the GEM goal; to take on realistic church projects we can accom-

plish.    

 

Active membership in GEM incorporates giving people hope, participating at church events, socializing in 

the community and publishing to the congregation the GEM projects that are in progress.    

 

We, GEM, celebrate God’s presence in the community, by way of the Church Mission Statement, as we  

 welcome, transform, build-up, reach out and glorify God.         

 

Men of the congregation of Grace Episcopal Church, please consider taking an active participation in the GEM, 

Grace Episcopal Men. The next GEM Fellowship Meeting will be on Saturday, January 9, 2021 at 09:30 hours by 

way of Zoom telecast. 

For more information about GEM contact Ron Cupid. Cell phone = (707) 580-2770.   

 

Peace 

Ron Cupid 

Book of Common Prayer 

 

If anyone would like to borrow a Book of Common   

Prayer for the duration of our online services due to 

the pandemic, please let Rev. Karen know and one 

will be delivered to you. 
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Safety Corner        
 

Safety Corner for the January 2021 Sharing Grace Newsletter.        

COVID 19 Face Mask Information:    

Masks are an essential tool in the fight against the coronavirus 

pandemic. Masks protect you and they protect others.  

 Why do I need to wear a mask?  The virus that causes COVID-19 spreads 

through microscopic respiratory droplets produced when an infected person sneezes, coughs, talks, 

laughs or exhales. These aerosols can remain aloft in the air and travel farther than the established 6-foot 

physical distancing guidelines. Masks block or at least limit your exposure to these viral particles. 

Wearing a face-covering is also a way to protect you from others, as many coronavirus cases are 

asymptomatic. Health officials caution against relying solely on masks as protection from the virus and 

say people should use them with the other public health measures, such as social distancing, good hand 

hygiene and ventilation.   

When do I need to wear a mask? California requires everyone in the state to don a face covering at all 

times when they’re outside the home. When you are indoors, you don’t want to be in a situation where 

you are talking to people without masks. All masks should cover your nose and mouth, and a nose-

bridge wire and cord stoppers may provide a better fit.  

What is the proper way to wear masks? Cover your mouth and nose with the mask and make sure there 

are no gaps between your face and the mask. Avoid touching the mask while using it. Replace the mask 

with a new one as soon as it is damp.  

  Is it safe to reuse a mask? There are several risks associated with extended use and reuse of disposable 

face masks, including self-contamination and degradation. Cloth masks should be washed between each 

use, in hot water with regular detergent, and dried completely in a high heat setting, according to the 

CDC.  

 

Information for this article obtained from the below listed resource. 

Aidin Vaziri covers news, health, and entertainment for The San Francisco Chronicle.   

Ron Cupid.   
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Begin 2021 with the Gospel of Mark! With the Good Book Club, Grace Church will 
be reading and discussing the earliest and shortest of the four gospels, starting  
Friday, January 1, 2021, through Wednesday, February 17.  Discussion sessions 
will be held on Zoom on Wednesdays at 7:00pm, beginning January 6

th
.  You don’t 

need to register – just look for the Zoom Invitations each week in your email to join 
the discussion! 
Mark opens with words from the prophet Isaiah: “See, I am sending my messenger 
ahead of you,” and indeed the gospel itself serves as a messenger for the life and 
ministry of Jesus. Written around 65-75, Mark proclaims the good news that Jesus 
is the messiah and Son of God. 

We’re excited for this journey through Mark’s Gospel.   

For more information, go to The Good Book Club website:   

https://www.goodbookclub.org 

 

Sign up to receive updates on the Gospel of Mark.  

View and download the readings. 

 

https://www.goodbookclub.org/
https://www.goodbookclub.org/get-involved/
https://www.goodbookclub.org/readings/
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2021 Calendar Drive 

We are collecting 2021 calendars for the mariner’s who  

work at the Port of Stockton. Collections will continue  

through January 24, 2021.  

NEW INFO. Please drop your calendars off into the mailbox  

Outside the gate. Do not enter the office. (Please see 

COVID guidelines.) 

Office Information: I will only be stopping by the office to pickup mail and make the 

bank deposits.  Just a reminder to NOT stop by or go into the office.  If you would like to leave 
something for Rev. Karen or myself, you can leave it in the mailbox or make prior  
arrangements with either of us to meet with you.           Thank you, Kim 

_____________________________________________ 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION: Operating Account  

(Through November 30, 2020) 

      November 2020  YTD 2020 Budgeted YTD 2020 

Income:    $ 11,357   $142,695  $150,180 

Expenses:    $ 13,718   $161,505  $160,655 

Net Loss/gain ($  2,361)            ($ 18,810)           ($  10,475) 

 

During this time of financial uncertainty for the church, please continue to give your pledge or offering by: 

 

1. Mailing in a check to Kim Worthen at the parish office - 1405 Kentucky Street, Fairfield CA 94533 

2. Give safely and conveniently online through the “online giving” tab on our website: 

www.gracechurchfairfield.org  

http://www.gracechurchfairfield.org/
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Online Services: These services are on our church Facebook page and will also be on 

Zoom.  They will also be uploaded onto our website afterwards. Please let Rev. Karen 
know if you are not receiving the Zoom invitations and would like to receive them.  
Sunday, Jan. 3, 10:00am- Online service only 

Sunday, Jan. 10, 10:00am– Online service only 

Sunday, Jan. 17, 10:00am-Online service only 

Sunday, Jan. 24, 10:00am- Online service only 
Sunday, Jan. 31, 10:00am– Online service only 
 

GEM Zoom Meeting, Saturday, Jan. 9, 9:30am via Zoom 
Vestry Meeting, Tuesday, Jan. 19, 7:00pm via Zoom 
Shared Home Communion, Thursday, Jan. 21, 10:30am-12 noon  

  (let Rev. Karen know if you need  communion delivered to you) 

  

Happy Birthday—   February 

 Matt Thomas 2/4 

 Rev. Karen Freeman 2/12 

 Patty Butler 2/20 

 Ellie Kulseng 2/21 

 Shane Tyler 2/23 

 Roberta Logan 2/27 

 Maureen Johnson 2/29 

Happy Birthday— January 

    

Jim Klopstock 1/22  

Anne Prather 1/23  

Laurie Klopstock 1/26  

PLEASE NOTE : 
Sharing Grace Articles are due by the  20th of each month.  Please email 
submissions to the office at gracechurchff@sbcglobal.net .  
D U E :   J a n u a r y  2 0 t h ,  2 0 2 1 .  

mailto:gracechurchff@sbcglobal.net
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January 2021 

Sunday 

 

Monday  

 

Tuesday 

 

  

Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

 
 
 

Friday 

1 

Saturday 

2 
  
 

3 

 

 

 

Christmas II 

4 5 
 

6 

Good Book 

Club 7:00pm 

via Zoom 

 

Epiphany 

7 
 

8 9 

 

GEM Mtg. 
9:30am via 

Zoom. 

10 

 

 

Epiphany I 

11 

 

12 

 

 

13 

Good Book 

Club 7:00pm 

via Zoom 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 

 

 

 

 

Epiphany II 

18 

 
Martin Luther 
King’s Birthday 

 

HOLIDAY 

19 

 

 

Vestry Mtg. 

Zoom 7pm 

20 
Good Book 

Club 7:00pm 

via Zoom 

 

Sharing 
Grace articles 
due.  

21 

 
Shared Home  

Communion 
pickup 

10:30am-12 

22 

 

 

23 
 

24 

 

 

 

Epiphany III 

25 26 

 

27 

 
Good Book 

Club 7:00pm 

via Zoom 

28 29 30 

31 

 

 

Epiphany IV 

      



10 

Our i ion: 
 

Welcome • ran r  

Build Up • Reach Out • Glorify G

______________________________________________________________

Would you like to help make a difference for future generations?  

Please remember Grace Episcopal Church, Fairfield in your estate 
plans through your will or trust.  Thank you for your support.  

STAFF 

 
Priest-in-Charge The Rev. Karen Freeman (email: gracechurchfairfield@gmail.com) 
Associates The Rev. David Cavanagh  
 The Rev. Perry W. Polk (email: revperrypolk@gmail.com) 
Organist Lyn ne Secrist 
Senior Warden       Carol Allen (email: carolann.allen@sbcglobal.net) 
Junior Warden -                         James Fulmer 
Treasurer-                                Smith 
Vestry--      John Flynn, Ellie Kulseng, Suzie Peterson, Carolyn Sheldon,  
       Matt Thomas, and Shane Tyler. 
 Office Mgr./Bookkeeper: Kim 

 


