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Intro. 

One of the spiritual gifts of our weekly lectionary is 
learning to discern the common thread woven through the 
passages. It’s sort of a spiritual puzzle that forces us to look 
beyond the obvious and reach inside to find a broader and 
more wholistic perspective, similar to what Jesus was urging us 
to do with his parables. If we put the Matthew gospel aside for 
a moment, the common thread this week are stories of the 
People of God, confronting a crisis of overwhelming dimension, 
where their relationship with the holy becomes in truth a 
matter of life or death. What is the nature of this God I am 
seeking to save me and how am I expected to live faithfully in 
our relationship?  

Clearly the question of the divine nature of God is not at 
all similar in these passages. It moves from a Punitive and 
Warlike God in Judges, to a painfully longed for Merciful God in 
the Psalms, and finally to a glimpse of a Loving God in 
Thessalonians. Perhaps the full nature of the divine will always 
remain a mystery beyond our human comprehension … but the 
image we chose to project onto God can shape how we define 
our role of being faithful in that relationship. 
 
The Parable of the Talents 

The question as to the nature of God and how we are 
called to be faithful seems at the heart of the Parable of the 



Talents and Jesus is clearly not trying to make the answer either 
easy or obvious. It’s as if Jesus knew that once we thought we 
had the answer, we would stop working on the question, which 
is precisely where he wanted us to be focused. Truthfully this 
was what happened to me when I make my selection to preach 
this morning. “Oh, the parable of the talents. I’ve heard that a 
hundred times, that should be fairly easy.” Oh Foolish Woman!  
    First, I read the parable with what I thought was the 
traditional interpretation given to me by generations of church 
leaders: that as followers of Christ, we are called to use our 
various talents to the service of God and the work of his 
Kingdom. Well, I certainly don’t disagree with that message and 
it has been of infinite use, especially at Annual Meetings when 
volunteers are needed. However it seemed that Jesus must 
have had a higher purpose than providing a technique for the 
church management toolbox. And as for that Word Game of 
equating the Hebrew word for a unit of money with an English 
word for a personal skill … well that just seemed too farfetched 
to even consider. 
    So next, I decided to carefully read the passage ‘word for 
word’ as written to discern its literal interpretation. The 
Kingdom of God is like … WHAT? We appear to have a greedy 
and unscrupulous master who judges his servants simply on 
how skilled they are at turning a buck, with no concern as to 
their honesty for getting it done. The master even had the 
audacity to tell the third servant that if he wasn’t going to 
invest his money, he should have at least given it to the bankers 
and earned some interest, a practice which was clearly against 
Jewish spiritual law. Let’s face it, there is nothing in this literal 



interpretation which reflects Jesus teachings or the example of 
his life. In fact, if there is a hero in this interpretation, it is the 
third servant who had the courage to put everything on the line 
and refuse to participate in the scheme.  
    But we know, don’t we, that Jesus never intended us to 
take his parables at a surface level.. We must explore them, not 
so much from our intellect but from our souls, guided by our 
own spiritual experiences and struggles. It’s possible that each 
one of us may have a different interpretation depending on 
what questions we are asking in our relationship with God right 
now. So let’s see where my soul takes me, remembering that 
you need to discover where it takes you for yourself! 
     
Personal Interpretation  
       My first question was, “what has been given”? A Talent was 
a unit of currency equal to 6,000 denarii or the daily wage for 
20 years; so 5 talents equals 100 year, the gift of a lifetime. The 
parable is referring to a gift of ultimate value. So my second 
question was, “what gift have I been given which holds that 
same ultimate value”? For me the answer is life itself. I don’t 
mean just being physically alive from cradle to grave, but I 
mean embracing myself as a child of God to whom has been 
given the breath of life, the divine spark, that inner light which 
draws me into relationship. The gift is that eternal presence 
which, with it’s still small voice, continuously moves me on my 
spiritual journey to find the person God envisions me to 
become.  
    So if this parable is about our relationship with God, then 
the divine half is already present, faithfully waiting to be 



explored and the real question is, “how will we chose to be 
faithful to this relationship”?  What is required of us if we are 
going to truly invest in this ultimate gift? 
     Well, as our traditional interpretation suggests, we will 
nurture our talents and generously share them with others in 
the service of God. That’s the easy part. But remember that 
talents come with pitfalls as Jesus warned us in his temptations 
in the wilderness. It is our talents which can also provide us 
with our greatest opportunities for prosperity, prestige, and 
power and hence the feeding of our egos and not just our faith. 
So use these talents, but be aware of the landmines 
underneath. 
 
Shadows 
     But I believe our greatest potential for investment comes, 
not from our talents, but our shadows. Let’s face it, we all have 
shadows, some of our own making and a few which seem to 
have been hanging around from the day we were born. The 
shadows we create for ourselves, out of our own poor choices, 
can be tough because we tend to invest so much of our time 
and energy into hiding and disguising them from ourselves and 
others. But if we’re honest with ourselves, we know they’re 
there. It’s the shadows that we have carried from birth that 
become the real “thorns in the flesh” because they are so much 
of who we think we are that we simple don’t see them. Yet I 
believe that it is when we seek out and confront those deep 
seated shadows that we are rewarded by our deepest level of 
Grace. 
      For example, consider the person who has always been 



obsessed with the need to acquire things: it’s my toy, I wanted 
the biggest piece,  I want a job that makes me big money 
because ... because ... because. Greed can become a life 
absorbing and life destroying addiction. Yet that same person, 
once that addiction is confronted and released, can receive the 
Grace of Generosity at a level that most of us could never fully 
understand because we have never been held prisoner to that 
shadow. 
     The same can be said for all the core shadows, or an they 
were once called, cardinal sins. I don’t know what shadow 
you’re battling but for me it’s Pride. My greatest fear is being 
shamed or ridiculed. I am far too concerned about pleasing 
others and worrying about how other people see me. And yet I 
sense that if I could let go of that nagging need for affirmation, 
there would be the Grace of Humility. The Grace of embracing 
ourselves for who we are in the eyes of God and knowing that’s 
all that really matters. Living with our shadow takes up a huge 
amount of our emotional energy but it is a battle which we 
must risk if we are to invest in our soul. 
 
The Third Servant 
    But what of the third servant in this parable? For me, he is 
neither the hero to a villainous master nor a villain to a 
generous one, but is instead an all too frequent soul with whom 
I can both identify and empathize. “I was afraid ... and I buried 
it”. I’m sure that I am not the only one here who has not been 
in that place! Our talents may come with the land mines of 
temptation and our shadows may be as hard to overcome as an 
addiction, but it is in fear that we face the true beast within us. 



    Fear is an all-encompassing emotion and when it descends 
upon us, it can seem to squeeze out that sacred breath, crush 
that divine spark, and extinguish that inner light within. And 
when we are in the grip of fear we can see everything as our 
enemy, even God. We envision a God without mercy, a Master 
fixed on retribution. Is it any wonder that sometimes people 
find the pain so great that they just choose to block it out and 
bury their soul? As a song from the musical Wicked goes, “it’s 
so painless to be brainless”. Being mindful can feel like it comes 
with too high a cost and the only way out seems to be to bury 
the soul that is pushing us to greater awareness. 
   This parable doesn’t give us many answers about how to 
be faithful, but I feel it does give us a hopefully bottom line. In 
the end, it doesn’t really matter how far we are along our 
spiritual journey or how successful we may be compared to 
others. The master treated the first two servants exactly the 
same because he understood what they were able to handle. 
But what does matter, as the third servant shows us, is that we 
stay on the journey and honor the ultimate gift God has given 
us. 
 
Closing Thoughts 
So the final question is, how do we remain faithful to our 
relationship with God? Well, I think the passage from 
Thessalonians gives us some very practical suggestions. 

1. Don’t be afraid. God is not out to make us fail, but is 
inwardly present precisely because God wants us to 
succeed. 



2. Remember we are Children of The Light. We have all been 
given that ultimate gift of “sacred breath, divine spark and 
inner light”. They are given for a purpose … to guide in our 
journey. So seek them out and use them. 

3. We already know what we need to do in order to prepare 
and protect our journey: it is to love, have faith and hold 
onto hope in the journey.  

4. And finally, we must stop thinking of ourselves as separate 
souls who must struggle alone. When we are in God, we 
are part of all that is God. The journey is one of 
community, one of relationship. As the ancient Celtic 
Christians might say, “I am called to be your soul friend and 
you are called to be mine”. 
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