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Rev. Karen Freeman, January 17, 2021: The Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

 

Today’s lessons reveal to us a God who sees us and knows us and calls 

us into God’s greater purposes for our life. 

 

From our Old Testament reading, the Lord knew the boy Samuel even 

though Samuel did not yet know the Lord.  With Eli’s encouragement, 

Samuel responds to God’s call with the memorable line, “Here I am; 

speak, for your servant is listening.” And as Samuel grew up, the Lord 

was with him, and he became one of Israel’s most trustworthy 

prophets.  Samuel’s experience reveals God’s desire to connect with 

humankind, and reveals our human capacity to connect with God when 

we are listening. 

 

In our Psalm today, the Psalmist speaks of the depth and breadth of the 

Lord's knowledge of the psalmist, and how comforting it is for the 

psalmist to be known by the Lord.  In effect, this sense of being 

intimately known by the Lord is deemed “too wonderful” for the 

psalmist to take in; the only possible response is praise and 

thanksgiving.  

 

The Epistle speaks of our physical body as the temple of the Holy Spirit 

within us – such is the depth of intimacy that God wants to have with 

us, that God’s Spirit abides in us as we abide in God.   
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In our Gospel story, Jesus reveals something special about himself to 

Philip and Nathanael.   Jesus finds Philip and calls him to follow him.  

Philip then finds his friend Nathanael and says to him: “We’ve found 

the One Moses wrote about in the Law, the One the prophets also 

wrote about.  It’s Jesus, Joseph’s son, the one from Nazareth!”  And I 

love Nathanael’s reply:  “Nazareth?  Can anything good come from 

there?”  Nathanael’s a bit of a smart aleck! – but that’s part of the spirit 

of this story – all of the towns of Galilee competed with each other… 

it’s kind of like how people from Vacaville say, “Fairfield? Can anything 

good come from there?!” 

 

Philip says to Nathanael, “Come and see.”   

 

And when Jesus sees Nathanael coming towards him, we get another 

funny comment:  “here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 

These guys would have recognized this Jewish in-joke.  Their heritage 

was full of stories of their ancestor Jacob – Jacob who tricked his 

brother Esau out of his inheritance and later tricked his father-in-law 

out of his sheep.  Jacob who once wrestled with God and thereafter 

was called Israel, which means “wrestles with God” (read about this in 

Genesis 32). In spite of his deceptive nature, Jacob-Israel goes on to 

father twelve sons, which was the beginning of the twelve tribes of 

Israel. 
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So Jesus could see the heart of the Israelite Nathanael and knew him to 

be honest and true – and he must have known this in a super-natural 

way, because it seems that Jesus had never met Nathanael before.  

Nathanael is blown away by this and cries out: “Rabbi, you are the Son 

of God and the King of Israel!”  Jesus tells Nathanael “if you stick 

around, you’ll see many more amazing things:”  “Very truly, I tell you, 

you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and 

descending upon the Son of Man.” This image of a ‘holy escalator’ 

recalls again their patriarch Jacob, who had a vision of a ladder reaching 

to heaven with angels ascending and descending upon it (you can read 

about Jacob’s ladder in Genesis 28).  But the difference here is that the 

ladder, or link, between earth and heaven is actually a person – and 

that person is Jesus.   

 

The impact of this encounter between Nathanael and Jesus was so 

great that Nathanael becomes a disciple of Jesus – we know this 

because we next read of Nathanael in John chapter 21, after the 

resurrection, when Jesus appears to seven disciples by the Sea of 

Tiberias, and Nathanael is named as one of those who were blessed to 

share a fish barbecue on the beach with the risen Lord.    

 

“Come and see.”  Today’s lessons have revealed to us that Jesus sees 

us, Jesus knows us and Jesus calls us into his greater vision for our life.  

And like young Samuel, may we simply respond:  “Here I am.” 
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Here’s a Poem by Steve Garnaas-Holmes 

 

The Beloved sees you. Knows you. 

Inner you. Soul you. 

Not the faults and failures, 

nor your alibis, 

not the gold and silver medals, 

not what you or others  

think of you, 

but the soul inside the story, 

the heart beneath the wounds, 

what God created 

and has always loved, 

the Thou of you. 

 

Seen without judgment, 

known without blame, 

named, beloved, treasured— 

welcome it.  

 

You can stop pretending. 

Let yourself become  

the one God knows.  


