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This is the first Sunday of the Epiphany season.  As I have 

noted before, one of the benefits of the Episcopalian Way is 

that we get to live through and experience the full Liturgical 

Calendar in the course of each year. 

We begin with the childlike anticipations of advent, then at 

Christmas we celebrate the coming of God to dwell among 

us in the flesh.  My favorite line in one of my favorite 

Christmas songs says, “He appeared, and the soul felt it 

worth.”  What a splendid thing to say about Christmas.  We 

are now, of course, enjoying the season of Epiphany, of 

which I’ll have more to say in a moment.  From here we will 

move on to the voluntary austerities of Lent in anticipation of 

Easter which is both the end…and the beginning of our faith.  

Then forty days after Easter comes Pentecost which is the 

establishment, by God the Holy Spirit, of the Church.  After 

which we have about six months of “Ordinary Time” before 

we begin again the anticipations of Advent.  And, of course 

we have many individual “Saints Days” and “Feast Days” 

scattered rather like “salt” throughout the year to keep 

things “flavorful”. 

But I have a special fondness in my heart for the Epiphany 

season.  I occurs right around New Years, which is a time 

when we can scrape off all the barnacles of the old l year, 

slap on a new coat of paint and launch out into the sea 

towards new horizons and unknown territories.  It is a time 

when we can learn from the past and forget about the past 

at the same time.  January 6th also happens to be my 



father’s birthday which gives me another reason to 

remember fondly that particular day.  (Of course, the events 

of this past Wednesday gives me a far less pleasing reason 

to remember the 6th day of January.) 

But Epiphany can leave one sightly uncertain as to what it is 

exactly.  The other seasons celebrate a single event in the 

life of our Lord or of the Church.  But Epiphany can’t seem 

to make up her mind whether it’s celebrating the Magi 

following the star to Bethlehem, or the Baptism of Jesus by 

John in the Jordan River and the descent of the Holy Spirit 

upon our Lord.  Various church communions have 

emphasized one or the other.  Each of these events surely 

deserves its own celebration so Epiphany tries to wrap her 

arms around them both, not being overly concerned that the 

events happened about 30 years apart.  But we can be 

forgiven for a little confusion. 

As is often the case, it’s helpful to take a closer look at the 

word itself.  Its not a word used much in everyday 

conversation except when we are referring to our sister 

church just up the road.  Epiphany is a translation of the 

Greek noun “epiPHANeia” which simply means a “showing” 

or an “appearance”.  But the verb can mean “to shine”, and 

in its adjectival form it can mean “splendid”.  And the 

guiding metaphor, of course, is “light.”  So without being 

overly dogmatic, we can summarize by saying Epiphany is 

that season in which we, the church of God celebrates the 

“splendid appearance of the shining light.” 

But what does this mean to us in January, in the Year of our 

Lord 2021? 

Allow me to suggest that, among so many other things, it 

means that it is God’s gift to the body of Christ whereby we 

become able to see and to believe that our lives, and the 



lives of our families, and neighbors, that the life of our 

country, our world, and the life of the cosmos itself, is good, 

is true, and is beautiful. 

Epiphany is the celebration of the appearance of the 

splendid light in which we see light and see that all that God 

has made, seen and unseen, is good. 

A pretty awesome season, wouldn’t you say?  But it’s hard, 

sometimes, isn’t it.  And especially hard in this year of our 

Lord 2021.  One of my favorite writers points out in a poem 

that, “the darkness around us is deep.”  Many are saying 

that the darkness has never been deeper. 

We are wondering, some of us, whether this great, and 

unique experiment in democracy survive?  Will a 

government of the people, by the people, for the people, 

long endure? 

We are wondering, some of us, how long will we have to hide 

away from our friends and family?  How long will we have to 

hide from a microscopic virus that has brought the world to 

its knees? 

We are wondering, some of us, how many more square 

miles of forest have to burn, before the fires go out? 

We are wondering, some of us, how many people of color 

have to stop breathing, before we can breathe again? 

Indeed, indeed, the darkness around us is deep, in this year 

of our Lord.  But, this is the season of Epiphany, and we are 

the Epiphany People.  We are the children of the light, and in 

God’s light we see light. 

So, children of the light, what are we to do? 



Maybe you are a front-line health care worker, like some of 

my own family, before which I am stunned into silence by 

the depth of their courage. 

Maybe you work in some other essential service and don’t 

have the luxury of being able to quarantine. 

Maybe you have been “pandemicked” out of a job and have 

to rely on the kindness of family, friends, strangers, or of a 

government that sometimes flails about like a two-headed 

dragon trying to destroy itself. 

Maybe you’re a minister of Christ, trying to keep a church 

together by facebooking, and texting, and emailing, and 

“zooming”. 

Or maybe you’re like me, and old retired geezer, trying to 

find a few scraps of truth and sanity on this banquet table of 

false-hoods, half-truths, and madness. 

Maybe your trying to keep a family together, trying to keep 

love alive, but where lawlessness abounds the love of many 

grows cold. 

And what are we, the Epiphany people to do?  

I’d like to present four quick thoughts that might be helpful, 

and I’ll elaborate a little bit on the last one. 

Firstly, because in the heart of the darkness has come the 

great and never-ending light of Christ, therefore SEE the 

light. 

Secondly, because in the depths of our despair and 

emptiness, the light of Christ has been poured out into our 

hearts, therefore RECEIVE the light. 

Thirdly, because there is much so sound and fury riding in 

the air these days, because  There are so many voices of 



anger, pain, confusion and hate, let us boldly BARE 

WITNESS to the light. 

Finally, because we have seen the light, and received the 

light, and bare witness to the light, let us take on/ the 

unspeakable joy and the profound responsibility to BE the 

light in these dark times. 

Let me ask you, non-rhetorically, are you a follower of 

Jesus?  Do you believe the words of our Lord?  You know, he 

said some pretty audacious things.  In fact, audacity was 

kind of his specialty.  Centuries of familiarity has diminished 

somewhat, the shocking power of his words. 

Among the most audacious of his sayings was that your ARE 

the light of the world.  A city set on a hill cannot be hid, 

neither do you light a candle and hide it away, but put it on a 

stand so that it gives light to the whole room.  You know how 

a candle works.  In a well-lighted room it has little or no 

effect, but the darker the room gets the brighter does that 

little candle shine.  Our lord says that you, my Epiphany 

people are that candle in this dark room, in these dark days. 

I’ll close with a kind of scriptural collage that I have modified 

and paraphrased: 

Wake up! Wake up!  My sleeping ones.  Rise up from the 

dead and the light of Christ shall shine upon you. 

In the beginning, God created. 

A voice cries out, “What did God create?” 

And we answer, God created heaven and earth, and all that 

is, seen and unseen. 

But the voice says, “But the earth is without form and void, 

and the darkness around us is deep.” 



And we answer that the Spirit of the Lord breathed on the 

waters, and God said… 

The voice askes, “What did God say…?” 

And we answer, God said…Let there be…Light,…and there 

was…light… 

 

And God saw that the light was good and that the light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not put it out, 

And the light has become flesh and dwells among us. 

Wake up!  Wake up! My Epiphany people, you who are tired 
or anxious or afraid or confused.  Wake up from the dead 

and the light of Christ will shine upon you. 

See the light. 

Receive the light. 

Bare witness to the light. 

Be the light. 

Be…the light. 

Amen  


