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Rev. K. Freeman, February 14, 2021, the Last Sunday after the Epiphany 
2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9 

 
 

In today’s Gospel, Peter, James & John are given an incredible experience of the 

glory of God in Jesus. By this time in Mark’s Gospel, chapter 9, Jesus has healed 

many people of diseases and cast out demons and unclean spirits; he’s calmed  

a raging storm, fed 5000 people with five loaves and two fish, walked on water, 

and fed another 4000 people with seven loaves and a few small fish.   

 

And after all of that, God arranged for Peter, James & John to witness this 

affirmation of Jesus as the Son of God and the true Messiah.  God wanted Peter, 

James and John to have no doubt about this, so they could be powerful witnesses 

for Jesus after his resurrection.  The Transfiguration was God’s sign to the disciples 

that Jesus wasn’t just making things up as he went along – everything he said 

about the kingdom of God, and about himself, was the truth.  So, “listen to him!”  

 

There are several remarkable details in this account of the transfiguration that 

echo God’s revelation to Moses on Mount Sinai.  First of all, it takes place at a high 

elevation, on a mountain.  Compare this with the book of Exodus 24:15-16: “Then 

Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. The glory 

of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the 

seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud.” Jesus takes the disciples up a 

high mountain, and something similar happens, though clearly on another level.   

 

And then there’s the dazzling whiteness of Jesus’ clothes, “such as no one on earth 

could bleach them.” This certainly emphasized the supernatural nature of the 

event. And it echoes the way in which Moses was transfigured by his encounter 

with God on the mountain.  Listen to Exodus 34:29 – “Moses came down from 

Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the two tablets of the 

covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because 

he had been talking with God.”  There’s just something about the glory of God that 

makes people shine (and in Jesus’ case, his clothing)! 
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And so Moses and Elijah appear on the mountain with Jesus.  This seems to 

emphasize continuity with the old order – an affirmation of Jesus by these 

figureheads of the Law and the Prophets.  I wonder why God uses props like 

clouds, thunder, and bushes to speak from?  I’m afraid I don’t have the answer for 

that one.  But I do know what the writer of the letter to the Hebrews 1:1-4 wrote:  

“In these last days, God has spoken by his Son.”  And on that mountaintop, the 

glory of God was made known to Peter, James and John in the transfigured form of 

Jesus Christ.   

 

I’m sure I’m not alone in wishing I’d been up there on that mountain to experience 

this.  But take heart - in Isaiah chapter 40, the prophet says, “The glory of the Lord 

will be revealed and all mankind together will see it.”  

 

I wonder – in what ways have you seen God’s glory revealed in your life and in the 

world?  For some, God’s glory is most clearly revealed through nature.  In Paul’s 

letter to the Romans, chapter 1, Paul says, “since the creation of the world, God’s 

invisible qualities – his eternal power and divine nature – have been clearly seen, 

being understood from what has been made.”  The diversity of plants and animals 

– their various colors and interactions; the intricacy of a snowflake; the double-

helix of DNA; the majesty of mountains and the power of the sea – these are 

magnificent displays of God’s glory on earth. 

 

Psalm 19 says, “the heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work 

of God’s hands.”  With the help of science, today we’re able to see God’s glory 

revealed on a vast scale. If you’ve looked up on a clear night at the stars with your 

very own eyes or through a telescope, or visited a planetarium or seen pictures of 

space in magazines or on TV, you’ve seen it:  the constellations, spiral galaxies, 

nebulas like the Mystic Mountain or the Horsehead Nebula, and even our own 

humble moon in its various phases – these are displays of God’s glory in the 

heavens.   
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And God’s glory is revealed through the Bible.  The Hebrew Scriptures tell us about 

God’s glory being revealed to the Israelites through the Law, given to Moses, and 

through the prophets, like Elijah, as God spoke through them.  In today’s Old 

Testament reading from 2 Kings, God’s glory is revealed through the prophet Elijah 

and his ascension into heaven. And from our Psalm: “Out of Zion, perfect in its 

beauty, God reveals himself in glory.” 

 

And in the New Testament, from our Epistle, 2 Corinthians 4 – Paul refers to “the 

light of the gospel of the glory of Christ.” “For it is [God] who said, “Let light shine 

out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of 

the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”   

 

And in our gospel, with the Transfiguration, it’s clear: God’s glory is seen in Jesus 

himself.  And Peter, James and John get to witness it all.  Jesus tells his disciples 

not to say anything about the transfiguration event until after he rises from the 

dead, but then after that, the disciples are commissioned to go and make known 

the glory of the Lord and God’s glorious kingdom.  In Paul’s letter to the Romans, 

Paul refers to the groaning of creation as it waits for God’s glory to be fully 

revealed.  This groaning and yearning to see God’s glory has been put in our hearts 

by God.  And God wants the glory of Christ to shine through his body, the Church.   

 

In Matthew 5, as part of his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus says, “You are the light of 

the world… let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 

works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”  So as Lent approaches this week, 

here’s a thought.   We’re going to start a new Wednesday evening Zoom bible 

study group called “People of the Light.”  If you can, make this group one of your 

Lenten disciplines.   May we be “people of the light” – people who see God’s glory 

in Jesus and in one another; people who want to reflect that glory out into the 

world.   Amen.  


