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The Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, Sept. 20, 2020:  Online and live from the Courtyard 

 
After a welcome and prelude, the service begins on p. 355 of the Book of Common Prayer 

 
Celebrant Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People    And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen.  
 
Celebrant  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

and from you no secrets are hid:   
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your holy Name;  
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
The Gloria (BCP p. 356) 

 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world:  have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 
The Collect for the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi 

 
Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 
People      And also with you. 
Celebrant   Let us pray. 
 
Most high, omnipotent good Lord, grant your people grace to renounce gladly the vanities of 
this world; that, following the way of blessed Francis, we may for love of you delight in your 
whole creation with perfectness of joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.   Amen. 
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Scripture Readings 
 
The First Lesson:  Jeremiah 22:13-16 
Woe to him who builds his house by unrighteousness, 

and his upper rooms by injustice; 

who makes his neighbors work for nothing, 
and does not give them their wages; 

who says, “I will build myself a spacious house 
with large upper rooms”, 

and who cuts out windows for it, 
paneling it with cedar, 
and painting it with vermilion. 

Are you a king 
because you compete in cedar? 

Did not your father eat and drink 
and do justice and righteousness? 
Then it was well with him. 

He judged the cause of the poor and needy; 
then it was well. 

Is not this to know me? 
says the Lord.  

 
Lector:   The Word of the Lord.  
People:   Thanks be to God.  
 
 
The Response:  Psalm 148:7-14 
 
7 Praise the Lord from the earth, * 
you sea-monsters and all deeps; 
8 Fire and hail, snow and fog, * 
tempestuous wind, doing his will; 
9 Mountains and all hills, * 
fruit trees and all cedars; 
10 Wild beasts and all cattle, * 
creeping things and winged birds; 
11 Kings of the earth and all peoples, * 
princes and all rulers of the world; 
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12 Young men and maidens, * 
old and young together. 
13 Let them praise the Name of the Lord, * 
for his Name only is exalted, 
his splendor is over earth and heaven. 
14 He has raised up strength for his people 
and praise for all his loyal servants, * 
the children of Israel, a people who are near him. 
Hallelujah! 
 
The Epistle:  Galatians 6:14-18 
May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has 
been crucified to me, and I to the world. For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is 
anything; but a new creation is everything! As for those who will follow this rule-- peace be 
upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God. 
 
From now on, let no one make trouble for me; for I carry the marks of Jesus branded on my 
body. 
 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers and sisters. Amen. 
 
 
The Gospel:  Matthew 11:25-30 
 
The Reader introduces the Gospel with these words:  

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these 
things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for 
such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one 
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 
whom the Son chooses to reveal him.  
 
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 
After the Gospel, the Reader says 
  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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The Sermon:  The Rev. David Cavanagh 
 
 
 

The Nicene Creed (BCP p. 358) 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;  
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate  
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead;  
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son she is worshiped and glorified.   
She has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People (not in the BCP) 
 
The Prayers 
Leader: Let us give thanks to God our Creator for all the gifts so freely bestowed upon us 

and for the beauty and wonder of creation, in earth, sky and sea: 
All:    We thank you, Lord. 
Leader: For the richness of the mountains, plains and rivers; 
All:  We praise you, Lord. 
Leader: For all that is gracious in the lives of people; 
All:  We thank you, Lord. 
Leader: For all creatures that live and move; 
All:  We praise you, Lord. 
Leader: For the songs of birds and the loveliness of flowers and trees; 
All:  We thank you, Lord. 
Leader: For the trust you have shown in giving creation into our care; 
All:  We praise you, Lord. 
Leader: That we may love and honor all your works, O God; 
All:  We pray, O Lord. 
Leader: That we continue to grow in gratitude as we enjoy your abundant grace; 
All:  To the honor and glory of your Name we pray, Lord Christ.  Amen.  
 
Leader:   Let us pray for those on our parish prayer list: 

We pray for those known to our parish who serve in the Armed Forces:   
Randee, Rebecca, Shane, Timothy, and their families.  
We pray for those who are ill and have asked for our prayers:  President Trump 
and First Lady Melania, Patty, Deni, Ruth Anne and Phil, Maureen, Jim, Linda, 
Martha, Judy, Tom, Leticia, Ron, Radar, Russa, Les, Warren, Nancy, Millie, Howie, 
Elizabeth, Kimba, and their families.  Please name any others that you wish to 
pray for, either aloud or in the silence of your hearts.  (Pause while people pray 
names aloud or in silence) 

 For the families of those who have died:  Susan Hedges, Ann Murphy, and Bobbie 
 Bowen; and any others known to us. (Pause) 

  For Fairfield Schools:  including Fairview Elementary and Rolling Hills Elementary.  
  In our Diocesan Church Prayer Cycle, for Trinity Church in Sonoma. 
  For all communities, people and animals affected by the wildfires.  
  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
Concluding Collect:  Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth:  
Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do you will; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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The Confession (BCP p. 360) 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name.  Amen.  

 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  
Amen.  
 

The Peace 
For those present in the Courtyard, please stand, remain in place, give a sign of peace such as a wave or a bow 

to one another; refrain from shaking hands or hugging. 

 
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:     And also with you. 
 

Announcements 
 

- 2nd Sunday Charity:  This is the final Sunday for the Bishop’s Discretionary Fund for 
Disaster Relief – please make checks payable to Grace Episcopal Church, with “Disaster 
Fund” in the memo line. 100% of your donation will go directly to assist victims of the 
fires in the Diocese of Northern California.   

- Team Grace Walk for Alzheimer’s:  Saturday October 10th – see leaflet in bulletin. 
- Giving to the church:  On our website, www.gracechurchfairfield.org, there’s an “online 

giving” tab where you can click to give to Grace Church through our Tithe.ly account - 
Click here to give online through our website, or you can mail a check to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 1405 Kentucky Street, Fairfield, CA 94533.  Thank you so much for continuing to 
give offerings and pledges towards the work of our church.  

- Worship next Sunday:  online only, through Zoom, Facebook Live and our website.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.gracechurchfairfield.org/
https://gracechurchfairfield.org/online_giving_3f7fb7
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Offertory Sentence 
Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty. For 
everything in heaven and on earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom, and you are exalted 
as head over all.  

1 Chronicles 29:11 
 

(For those present in the Courtyard, offerings may be placed in the offering plate as you leave this morning) 

 
The Holy Communion:  Eucharistic Prayer C, BCP p. 369 

 
The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

All:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
All: Glory to you for ever and ever.  
 

At your command all things came to be:  the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, 
suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 

All: By your will they were created and have their being. 
 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with 
memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation.  But we turned against 
you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 

All: Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
 

Again and again, you called us to return.  Through prophets and sages you revealed your 
righteous Law.  And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to 
fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 

All: By his blood, he reconciled us.  By his wounds, we are healed.  
 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus with prophets, apostles 
and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to 
proclaim with them your glory in their unending hymn: 

 
All:   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in 
the highest. 
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And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him and made a new people by water and the 
Spirit, now bring before you these gifts.  Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and 
Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread and gave it to 
his friends and said, “Take, eat:  This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
  
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks and said, “Drink this, all of you:  This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.   
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
  
 Remembering now his work of redemption,  
 and offering this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
All: We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 
 

Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ:  Open our 
eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us.  Deliver us from the presumption of 
coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for 
renewal.  Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ,  

 that we may worthily serve the world in his name.  
All: Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the bread. 
 

Accept these prayers and praises, O God, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory and worship, from 
generation to generation.  Amen. 

 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.   
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.  
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
Priest: Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
All:  Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
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Spiritual Communion:  For those unable to consume the consecrated bread and wine, be 
assured that the desire for Christ is enough to grant all the benefits of communion, providing 
the means by which you can be associated with the Eucharistic Action and open yourself to 
God’s grace and blessing (BCP, p. 457).  If this is your desire, please pray this prayer:   
 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me, for all the pains 
and insults you have borne for me. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, I ask you 
to come spiritually into my heart. O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know 
you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day.  Amen.   
 
For those present in the Courtyard, if you would like to receive the consecrated host wafer, please remain 
standing and move forward to the edge of the pavement.  Please keep your mask on.  Rev. Karen will mask and 
approach from the grass.  Hold out your hands and a host wafer will be placed into your hands with tongs. 
With your mask still on, please return to your seat, remove mask carefully to consume the host wafer, and 
replace your mask.   

 
Post Communion Prayer, BCP p. 365 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to 
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Closing Prayer 
Let us pray.  Almighty God, our great Creator:  all glory and honor are yours.  We praise you for 
the animals, birds and fish that fill the world.  Help us to care for your creation.  And may we 
all come into your kingdom of heaven where we shall live and love for ever.  This we ask to 
your praise and glory.  Amen.  
 

The Blessing 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  And the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you, now and 
for ever.  Amen. 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Celebrant: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.   
 
Please remain quiet and seated during the Postlude, after which those present in the Courtyard please exit in a 
physically distant manner, without congregating.   Thank you!   
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