
Easter Sunday Sermon 2019:  John 20:1-18 

 

Alleluia, Christ is risen!  The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia!   

Today is the first day of a new week.  What happened on the first Easter was the 

most important event in the history of the world.  And all four gospels begin their 

accounts of the Resurrection by specifying that it happened on “the first day of the 

week.”  It’s the first day of a new kind of week. 

 

This year our Easter Gospel passage comes from John.  It’s interesting to note how 

John’s gospel is structured overall.  His “good news” begins in Chapter 1:  “In the 

beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.   

He was with God in the beginning.  Through him all things were made; without him 

nothing was made that has been made.”  Where else in the Bible does it say 

something kind of similar?  Genesis 1: “In the beginning God created the heavens 

and the earth.”  As with the book of Genesis, John’s Gospel is communicating 

something about the whole of creation.  John is telling us that the Word, who is 

Jesus/the Son, was with God before the creation of the world.  And then, after 

humanity willfully distances itself from God, the Son is sent, out of God’s 

overflowing love, to become part of God’s creation as a human being.  And so 

Jesus enters into humanity – and this act has affected all of creation.  So we keep 

this in mind as we look at this morning’s Easter passage from John 20. 

 

 

 



Verse 1 says: “Early on the first day of the week…”. The writer could have just said 

“on Sunday,” but he didn’t, so it seems that this detail is important, and in fact the 

other three Gospels also include it in this specific way, that it was the first day of 

the week.  So why would the first day of the week be significant? Remember back 

at the start of John’s Gospel, “in the beginning…”? John wants us to have in mind 

the Genesis creation stories as we read his gospel.  Jesus dies on a Friday, the sixth 

day of the week, the same day in which humanity was created in the Genesis 

story; Jesus ‘rests’ in the tomb on the seventh day, just as God rested on the 

Sabbath, which is Saturday; and then Jesus is resurrected on a Sunday – the first 

day of the new week.  It’s the first day of a whole new kind of week. 

 

The crucifixion marked the end of the old creation, and Easter Sunday is the 

beginning, or the first day, of the new creation.  The Word through whom all 

things were made is now the Word through whom all things are re-made!  Jesus’ 

resurrection is the beginning of the new creation – the first fruits of what God is 

re-creating over all the earth.  John wants his hearers to understand that the 

Resurrection is the beginning of a process – the process of God re-creating the 

world.  When Jesus walked out of the tomb on that first Easter morning, the hope 

for something more than futility entered into reality.  God in Christ has started a 

whole new creation in the midst of the world’s brokenness.  And for this, we can 

rejoice! 

 

 



At the very end of the Bible, in the book of Revelation chapters 21 & 22, the 

author describes what the world will be like when the “new week” that Jesus 

started comes to its completion:  the heavenly city, what is called the New 

Jerusalem, comes down to earth – not to a destroyed planet that God has given up 

on, but to this earth.  The “new heaven and new earth” becomes new in nature 

and in quality; it’s a redeemed, restored earth – the completion of creation as a 

union of heaven and earth where there will be no more death, or mourning or 

crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away, Revelation 21:4 says. 

 

Poverty, sickness, pain, injustice, violence and even death will cease as the 

kingdom of God is completed.  God will make all things new, and God will be all in 

all.  St. Paul reminds us of this hope in Romans 8, that this will be a day when 

creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay, and brought into the 

freedom and glory of the children of God.  For now, we have faith and hope – and 

we have the Holy Spirit who “groans” within us in the midst of the brokenness that 

we see all around us and in our own lives, for which the Spirit continually prompts 

us to do something about.  And so we’re empowered by the Spirit to partner with 

God to remind the world that it doesn’t have to be like this, and that it isn’t always 

going to be like this.  We’re empowered to step in and to stand up for justice, for 

peace and reconciliation.  We’re invited to live as though tomorrow’s new creation 

has already begun, because according to John chapter 20, indeed it already has! 

 

 

 



Mary Magdalene stands outside of the tomb weeping…  And then the gardener 

shows up.  Now remember the original creation story from Genesis.  Adam and 

Eve were placed in a garden as its overseers, to nurture it and to make it flourish – 

they ended up turning away from God, and as a consequence they were expelled 

from the garden.  But now, a new gardener has arrived.  Mary doesn’t realize it at 

first, but this new gardener is everything Adam and Eve were originally intended to 

be:  God’s perfect image-bearers.   

 

Through Jesus, God has given humanity a new beginning, our sins covered by the 

grace of God.  Now, as the resurrected Jesus calls out Mary’s name and asks her 

why she is crying, so Jesus calls to us and asks us not to weep as though we have 

no hope – but to live in the light of the “new week” of creation that God has 

established.   

 

What happened on that first Easter was the most important event in the history of 

the world.  Easter is about God doing something entirely fresh. “Christ is risen” 

means that a whole new creation has been born in the midst of this old one.  May 

we come to know this reality more and more as we grow as followers of Christ.  

May our church and our community see glimpses of the Resurrection as we live as 

agents of the “new week” of creation, demonstrating God’s love for the world.  

Amen.  

 


