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It has been hard not being together physically as a church, and we 

won’t be re-opening our building anytime soon, but although we are 

separate, we are still united – and held together in God’s love.   

We are all one in Christ, who, though we don’t see him, is with us now 

and always.  Neither death, nor life, nor pandemics, nor anything else 

can ever separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.  

 

Today’s gospel passage is beautiful prayer from Jesus to the Father. 

It’s a prayer for unity.  It’s a prayer for protection.  It’s a prayer of 

promise.  And it’s a prayer of assurance that we are in communion with 

God and have the gift of eternal life.  Jesus prays here in the presence 

of his disciples, at the end of his earthly ministry.  His work is finished, 

and he’s ready to return to the Father. This prayer draws together 

everything that the gospel of John has been about up to this point.   

 

This is a prayer for unity.  Through this prayer, we’re taken into the 

heart of the unity that Jesus has with the Father.  Remember John 1: 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God.”  He was with the Father from the very beginning, 

before the universe began.  “And the Word became flesh and lived 

among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only 

son, full of grace and truth.”  



On Thursday, we celebrated Ascension Day, remembering when the 

Son returned to the right hand of the Father because his work of 

revealing the Father had been accomplished.  As part of the Trinity of 

God, the Son never fully left the Father, in essence, but because of the 

Ascension, the human nature that Jesus had assumed is now also 

glorified in the Father’s presence.  Jesus prays for the people the Father 

has given to him, those who have turned towards him and accepted 

him.  He prays for them to be one, as a community with each other and 

with God.  He is praying for our unity.   

 

This is a prayer for protection.  Jesus prays for the protection of the 

believers by the power of his name, given to him by the Father.  We’ve 

translated Yeshua through Greek, Latin and English into “Jesus” but the 

Hebrew name, Yeshua, means to rescue or deliver.  Jesus is our 

protection.  He prays for the disciples and their dedication to the 

mission.  Jesus won the battle over sin and death but that victory needs 

to be worked out through faith by his disciples in his body, the Church – 

a continuation of his work on earth.   

 

This is a prayer of promise.  The promise of a divine mission for the 

disciples; a mission that will be empowered by the Holy Spirit on 

Pentecost.  A mission that will require great perseverance in faith.   



A challenging and at times very risky mission.  A mission that will result 

in millions of people turning to Jesus Christ and setting their hearts and 

minds on following him.   

 

This is a prayer of assurance.  Through the words of Jesus in this prayer, 

we are assured that we are in communion with God, just as he is.   

This is a prayer assuring us of eternal life.  Jesus has the authority to 

give eternal life.  This gift is the culmination of divine work of God 

through the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus.   

 

Receiving eternal life comes from knowing God, and Jesus Christ, whom 

God has sent.   This eternal life isn’t just something that people have 

after their death.   We have eternal life beginning the moment we turn 

to Christ.  In John 5:24 Jesus says, “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears 

my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be 

judged but has crossed over from death to life.” 

 

Jesus has always been included in the identity and glory of the one God, 

even before the foundation of the world. His exaltation and 

glorification displays the full glory of our triune God.   

Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in 

the beginning, is now and will be forever.  Alleluia!  Amen.   


