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Rev. Karen Freeman, Easter 6A, May 17, 2020:  Acts 17:22-31; Psalm 66:7-18; 1 Peter 3:13-22; John 14:15-21 

 

What wonderful messages from our readings this week!  From Acts, Paul says, 

“[God] is not far from each one of us.” From Psalm 66, the psalmist says, 

“[God] holds our souls in life.”  The Apostle Peter says, “Christ suffered for 

sins, once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to 

God.” And in our Gospel, Jesus says, “Because I live, you also will live!”  We’ve 

been brought intimately near to God by Christ – and because of Christ, we 

have God’s Holy Spirit within us, wherever we are, in whatever challenges or 

struggles or joys that we go through.  God is with us:  Alleluia!   

 

The Good News is, the Divine Creator came down from the realm of heaven to 

dwell among us in Jesus Christ.  And with every encounter in his ministry, Jesus 

offered pure compassion and love.  Jesus also experienced temptation, pain 

and suffering himself.  And so, through Jesus, we know that God has deep 

empathy for humanity and all that we go through.  God comes alongside those 

who suffer.  And now, at the right hand of God, Christ continues to hold 

humanity close to God’s own heart.  And we’ll be reflecting more deeply on 

that later this week on Thursday at 7 PM when we celebrate Ascension Day. 

 

In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus promises to give his Spirit to his disciples – the 

Advocate – the Spirit of truth – who would live with us for ever.   Two weeks 

from today we’ll be celebrating Pentecost, the coming of the Holy Spirit.  It’s a 

celebration of the birthday of the universal Church – the empowering of God’s 

people to bear Christ into the world.  Without the Holy Spirit, it’s not possible 

to be the body of Christ – to embody the good news of Christ in the world.  If 

we are to grow in Christ and become more fully in tune with the heart of God, 

we need to be open to the Spirit.   
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When we welcome the Holy Spirit, we are given the ability to be the agents of 

love that God wants us to be in the world – we’re able to affirm God’s 

compassion in places of pain and suffering – to affirm God’s presence with the 

people of our communities, some of whom seek what Paul’s Athenian 

audience called an “unknown God.”  We know him, because he abides with 

us – the God who has reached out to humanity through the Incarnation – the 

Word made flesh.  Jesus, the Servant King, who suffered and died for us; who 

rose from the dead and ascended back to God to give us abundant life.   

 

In Peter’s first letter, the Apostle encourages us to “Always be ready to make 

your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope 

that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence.” We have friends, 

family or neighbors who on occasion have questioned how we can have faith 

in God, especially when there’s so much suffering in the world. If we want to 

answer such questions, it’s helpful to draw on our own experience of how we 

sense God’s presence in our life and in our communities.    

 

I was reading an article called a “Introducing a Practical Theology of Episcopal 

Evangelism,” that I feel resonates so well with every Christian’s calling to 

affirm God’s presence in the world.  It begins with a tweet-sized definition of 

evangelism, which is this: “We seek, name and celebrate Jesus’ loving 

presence in the stories of all people – then invite everyone to MORE.”  The 

article then unpacks the words and phrases of that definition of evangelism, 

and I’d like to share that with you this morning: 
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To Seek:  As Episcopalians, we promise “to seek and serve Christ in all 

persons.”  To actively listen for God present in others is a bold statement of 

faith. We dare to go out like sleuths, genuinely curious and assuming we will 

find the presence of the Holy Spirit, and that God has gone before us into all 

places and is at work in every life. 

 

To Name:  Evangelism is the telling of God’s good news.  It involves our words 

and all of our expressive powers. It can be so simple: “You know, I hear God 

working through you in your story of how you and your family handled that 

situation.” This is one of the great gifts of evangelism – announcing God’s 

goodness and presence in people’s lives, and holding up a mirror to let them 

know.  If we do not name God as the one we see, people around us may never 

know. 

 

To Celebrate:  When we seek and find Christ, we find ourselves encouraged, 

grateful, surprised and delighted, like the widow who finds her lost coin and 

goes out saying “Rejoice with me!” (Luke 15:8-10). Note, there is nothing naïve 

about this celebration. Ask people who have struggled for liberation, and they 

will tell you mature Christians celebrate every breath – not always by jumping 

up and down, but with a contagious surge that says “yes” to life and to God.  

 

Jesus’ Loving Presence:  We are Trinitarian Christians:  the Father has created 

us in love, the Son has redeemed us in love, the Holy Spirit sustains us in love. 

… We are Christ-ians, patterning our lives after the one who was and is God 

among us, revealing the truest and fullest incarnation of the Holy ever to grace 

the earth.  In our evangelism, we invite people to discover more of life with 

him.   
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Stories of All People:  At the heart of our Christian faith is the Great Story, the 

collection of stories of God’s creating, redeeming work in scripture, especially 

in the story of Jesus.  We are all part of this Great Story – all made in God’s 

image, all moving through a world shot-through with God – but we need to 

grow our capacity to seek, name and celebrate God at work in our own lives.  

Practice telling the stories of God’s goodness in your life – journal them and 

practice with others.  Then, ask people for their stories.  It’s an amazing dance 

when we welcome others’ stories, share our own and link it all to the Great 

Story. 

 

To Invite Everyone to MORE:  Evangelism is more than conversing, being a 

friend or even listening.  Celebrating the good news of Jesus’ loving presence 

inspires us toward something MORE. We’re not turning people into projects or 

objects. Simply invite someone to more dialogue, more reflection or more 

Christian community.  It could be the invitation to see more of God at work in 

themselves, in us, and in the world.    

 

So, as we reflect back on the messages of hope from our Bible today – that 

God is not far from each one of us, that God holds our souls in life, and that 

because Jesus lives, we also will live – we can look within to find the Holy Spirit 

leading us to a place of deep gratitude for the hope that we have in Jesus.  

 

God is with us.  Alleluia!  Amen.   

 

 

 

 

 

The “Introducing a Practical Theology of Episcopal Evangelism” article can be found at 

www.episcopalchurch.org/evangelism 


