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“In my Father’s house, there are many dwelling places.”  Everybody needs their 

space, right!  In our house, it sure helps that there are quite a few spaces where my 

sister, my mom and I can “dwell” or hang out during this stay-at-home time, so that 

we don’t get on each other’s nerves!  As we worship together, yet separate, it’s 

good to remember:  God is in all of our dwelling places, no matter what type or 

what size.  God doesn’t just hang out in churches or chapels or just in the homes of 

“saintly” people – God is present in ordinary places, small and large; as we worship 

on Facebook Live and through Zoom; in places of joy and of pain and struggle; in 

hospitals and in nursing homes and in homeless shelters –  God is with us wherever 

we dwell or hang out, and God’s love unites us across distance, across time, and 

across heaven and earth.   

 

At the start of today’s Gospel passage, Jesus is in the process of telling his disciples 

that he’s going away.  Understandably, they’re confused about where he’s going.  

We human beings can get very anxious when we cannot see what lies ahead; we 

like to know there is a future for us and that we’ll be able to find our way to it.  With 

his disciples, Jesus says,  “You know the way to that place.”  Thomas responds with 

his usual cynicism: “What d’you mean, we know the way?  We don’t even know 

where you’re going!”  Jesus’ reply has caught the world’s imagination ever since:  “I 

am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through 

me.” 
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We can get into trouble, though, when we try to set limits on how one “comes to 

the Father” through Christ.  Some argue that it’s a just matter of saying the right 

words – if you recite the “sinner’s prayer” you will be saved.  Others say you have to 

be filled with the Spirit in a specific way, and that speaking in tongues is the sure 

evidence thereof.  For others, the formula that works is by performing the correct 

rituals and sacraments.  But when we try to make a claim for one mechanism over 

another, we’re placing ourselves on the seat of judgment.  

And that’s a dangerous place to be – because it belongs to Christ.  And he is the one 

who essentially says, “If you trust in me, I will show you the way, I will reveal the 

truth and I will be your source of abundant life.” 

 

There are plenty of people who want us to trust in them, aren’t there? Used car 

salesmen,  politicians, cult leaders… sometimes it can be difficult to know who to 

trust. We’re all aware of the term “fake news”, that what we see or hear may not be 

the truth, and it’s easy to get cynical and suspicious about that. But trust is 

important. Trust is necessary to build up relationships and communities. Trust is the 

foundation of love and of our well-being. We all need to have at least a few people 

we can trust to not lie to us or betray us.  How do we know we can trust Jesus, 

when he says, “If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take 

you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also”? Jesus’ friends didn’t 

really understand what he was saying.  Jesus said a lot of things that night that left 

them upset and anxious. They knew something bad was going to happen, but they 

weren’t sure what. Looking back, they realized Jesus wasn’t talking about a physical 

journey to another location, he was talking about going back to his Heavenly Father.  
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But before Jesus could go back, he had a job to finish – a job like no other -  to take 

the world’s sin on his own shoulders, and deal with it once and for all on the cross. 

Through the cross and the tomb and his resurrection and then his ascension back 

into heaven, Jesus made it possible for humanity to dwell with God, not just in an 

eternal heavenly future, but in the Kingdom of God even now.   

 

In this world, it still seems that death has the upper hand.  Yet the cross stands as a 

historic fact. And the testimony of the Gospels and the saints and the martyrs 

convince me that Jesus really did rise from the dead, and Jesus really did return to 

his Heavenly Father.  Our sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life 

remains vital to our faith for the future and for today.  So even though we may 

struggle to understand, just as the first disciples struggled to understand, we will 

continue to trust and to build our lives on the promises of Jesus - our way, our truth 

and our life - who will be with us always, even when during this difficult time.   

 

We may feel overwhelmed by powers too strong for us to handle, but Jesus will lead 

us through; even if the storms are raging inside or outside of us, Jesus promises lead 

us to still waters and to restore our soul.  Let’s renew our faith in Jesus who died on 

the cross for our sake. Let’s affirm our sure and certain hope that he is making all 

things new and we will be with him forever. Let us follow Jesus, our way, our truth, 

and our life, to the glory of his name. Amen.   


