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Sharing Grace 

Our Vision: As a welcoming congregation, we share the transformational grace of God 
through worship and spiritual growth; we glorify God by building up each other and      

community through love, care, and outreach. 

From our Priest in Charge Rev. Karen Freeman 
   Dear Gracious People, 
  
   It’s Advent!  The season of waiting, of watching and of staying awake to the mystery 
   and wonder of God coming into the world through Christ.  We will celebrate the  
   momentous event of the birth of Jesus Emmanuel, God with us, from Christmas Eve 
   and throughout the Christmas season.  But before that, we wait and watch in  
   Advent, awake to the promise that Christ will come again.  “About that day or hour, 
   no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  
   Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come” (Mark 13:32-
33).  We all have personal experience with not knowing when something will happen – sometimes it’s a 
good event that we’re waiting for, like a vaccine, or a birth; and sometimes it’s a bad event, like job layoff, 
or a death.  It can be uncomfortable, not knowing when something will happen.  But it can also be a 
valuable time of preparation for what will come.   
  
Our Advent bible study course this year is focused on the Book of Revelation.  You can still join us - it’s on 
Zoom every Wednesday evening at 7:00 pm, with the final session on December 23rd.  You don’t need to 
register, just check your emails for the Zoom link.  One of the wonderful themes of Revelation is the 
concept of Christ as the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end (Rev. 
22:13) – who is and who was and who is to come (Rev. 1:8). Not only did Christ come to earth as a baby in 

Jesus Emmanuel; not only will Christ come again when heaven and earth become 
one; but Christ is continually being born within us, and we are his body on 
earth.  Our King is nothing like earthly kings.  Christ is the Lamb of God who 
doesn’t grasp frantically onto power but gives power away to his 
people.  Revelation tells us that the Lamb ransomed saints for God by his blood 
and has made people from every tribe and language and people to be a kingdom 
and priests serving God (Rev 5:9-10).   
  
So this Advent and Christmas, remember that we are the presence of Christ in the 
world.  We are his hands, feeding the hungry.  We are his arms, holding the 
distressed.  We are his feet, running errands for neighbors. We are the means 
through which God desires to bring God’s kingdom on earth as it is in heaven.  Joy 
to the world!  God is with us.  Alleluia!  
  
Every blessing,    Karen+ 
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From the Senior Warden:         

Dear Grace Family, 

     I hope everyone enjoyed their Thanksgiving holiday as different as it was.  Hopefully, you were 

able to take advantage of the no time limit, Zoom offered on Thanksgiving Day. 

     Thank you to who participated in our pledge drive.  Thank you for your commitments. It is 

wonderful to have such a supportive and giving parish.  If you have not returned your pledge card 

you may still do so at any time by mailing it to the church.    

     There will be one courtyard service in December on the 13
th
.  This will be the last outdoor 

service scheduled due to weather conditions.  Reservations are still required and may be made 

through the link Rev Karen+ emails out on Mondays.  Services are available to watch on Zoom or 

Facebook Live.  The services are also available to watch on our church website later in the day of 

the broadcasts.  After December 13
th
, all services will be held only online. 

      

     Plans are being made to pre-record a service for Christmas Eve.  I believe they are going to be 

including Christmas Carols.  It will be available on Dec 24
th
 and Rev Karen+ will be sending out 

more details on this later.  Christmas Day there will be an online service at 10:00am.  Shared 

home communion will be available for pick up at the church on December 23
rd, 

details to be sent 

out later.  I am looking forward to Advent season even through it will be vastly different then how 

we are used to celebrating Jesus’s birth.  I am still excited for this advent season. 

     In January new vestry members will be elected and this new vestry will make plans for 2021.  

There will be four seats to fill.  The vestry is a ministry that governs and provides guidance for the 

church.  Please give some thought to see if this ministry is calling you to serve.  Please contact me 

or Rev Karen+ with any questions.   

  Reyff Electric still has some work to finish up our electrical project.  Much of the project is 

complete.  Some delays are due to product availability.  Several items are on backorder.  The 

vestry will be selecting a new project to focus on in 2021. 

 
    My recovery from surgery has been much slower than I had anticipated.  I did not take into 

consideration I am getting older…. �    I do think I turned a healing corner over Thanksgiving and 

am now able to start doing more.  Thank you for all your cards and prayers.  They were all a 

blessing. 

 
From the BCP: 

Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to thy never-failing care and love, for this life and 

the life to come, knowing that thou art doing for them better things than we can desire or pray for; 

though Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
In Friendship and Fellowship, 

 
Carol Allen 
      
Email: carolann.allen@sbcglobal.net     
Cell: 707.344.5127 
 

mailto:carolann.allen@sbcglobal.net
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   Grace Episcopal Men, Our Goal : To take on realistic church projects we can accomplish.  

   Business Agenda: 

   Call to order and welcome to the GEM Fellowship Zoom Meeting. 

   Opening Prayer. (BCP page 824, Prayer 28. In Times of Conflict). 

   A Special Message to GEM written by Reverend Karen Freeman, will be presented. Reverend Karen 

was attending the Diocesan Convention on Zoom.  

 Review of the GEM Zoom Fellowship Meeting Minutes from October 3, 2020. Make required edits if necessary. Motion 

to approve Minutes, then receive second motion for Minutes to stand approved as read. Edits made and meeting 

minutes changed. Minutes approved and seconded.  

 Treasury Report. The budget was read and accepted. 

 Special Message:  Message to GEM from Reverend Karen Freeman. Read by Ron Cupid to the GEM.  

• Rev. Karen mentioned the commitment of GEM to be involved at the church with fundraising activities and social events 

which enhance fellowship. 

• Rev. Karen is very pleased that GEM has chosen to work with NAMI in materials distribution. 

• We, GEM, were challenged to continue showing initiative, creativity and teamwork in what we undertake. Continue to   

enhance fellowship at the church. 

Follow-up to increase GEM membership was mentioned and this topic was discussed briefly at our 11/7/20 meeting and will be 
an agenda topic at the 12/12/20 GEM Zoom Meeting. 

  

Discussion, New Business and Closing Prayer:  

National Alliance for Mental Illness (NAMI). Materials Distribution Spreadsheet update work is still in progress. Checking for 

correct resource data.   

Participation at the NAMI Christmas Holiday Gift Bag Wrap, Dec 5th at Parish Hall, 9:00AM. Set-up Dec 4th at 8:00PM.    

Year 2021 Calendar Drive participation and assist as needed. 

Building GEM membership discussion and path forward. 

Mention of crab/shrimp feed for year 2021. Will discuss format change at the Dec 2020 meeting. 

Don Allen presentation on the status of the church electrical system upgrade. Majority of work completed, old equipment 

taken out and plan for installation of track lights at the Altar area. 

Closing  Prayer. (BCP page 100, “A Collect for Grace”.) 

 

GEM Fellowship Zoom Meeting Schedule.   The next GEM Fellowship Zoom Meeting will be held on December 12, 2020. Time 

= 9:30 AM, via Zoom. Delayed one week for NAMI Gift Bag Wrap Event.   

Year 2021 first GEM Zoom Meeting = Saturday, January 9, 2021 via Zoom. Time = 9:30 AM.   
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Safety Corner    
 

Holiday Safety  
 

 

Safety at Home: 

 

Inspect electrical holiday decorations for damage before use.  
Do not overload electrical outlets.  
Never connect more than three strings of incandescent lights.  
Keep real Christmas Trees fresh by watering daily.  
Use battery-operated candles only.  
Keep combustibles at least three feet from heat sources.  
Protect cords from damage. 

 
Safety Practices to Utilize When Not at Home:   
 

Keep full awareness of your walking areas in the shopping centers in town and at the 
mall. 

When traveling be aware of obstacles and road conditions. 

Wear COVID 19 protection face masks and the proper protective clothing for trips to 
the ski areas.   

Maintain social distancing. 

 

Please take the time to incorporate safety to interact into your life-style. 

   

 

Happy Holidays and Peace 

Ron Cupid 
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2021 Calendar Drive 

We are collecting 2021 calendars for the mariner’s who  

work at the Port of Stockton. Collections will continue  

through January 24, 2021. You may bring your calendars 

to the courtyard services or make arrangements to drop  

them off at the church by calling or emailing the office. 

707-425-4481 or gracechurchff@sbcglobal.net 

Office Information: I will only be stopping by the office to pickup mail and make the 

bank deposits.  Just a reminder to NOT stop by or go into the office. Please make sure to fol-
low the office COVID guidelines. If you would like to leave something for Rev. Karen or myself, 
you can leave it in the mailbox or make prior arrangements with either of us to meet with 
you.           Thank you, Kim 

_____________________________________________ 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION: Operating Account  

(Through October 31, 2020) 

      October 2020  YTD 2020 Budgeted YTD 2020 

Income:    $ 19,659   $131,338  $136,682 

Expenses:    $ 17,170   $147,787  $146,734 

Net Loss/gain $  2,489            ($ 16,449)           ($  10,052) 

 

During this time of financial uncertainty for the church, please continue to give your pledge or offering by: 

1. Mailing in a check to Kim Worthen at the parish office - 1405 Kentucky Street, Fairfield CA 94533 

2. Give safely and conveniently online through the “online giving” tab on our website: 

www.gracechurchfairfield.org  

3. Bring your offering to the courtyard services held every other week.  

http://www.gracechurchfairfield.org/
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A 

Message from 

Team Grace Episcopal Church 

1405 Kentucky St.  FF, Ca  94533 

                                                                                                          Deborah Cupid 

 

Congratulations Church, We received an Awards Certificate from the Alzheimer’s Association. Top Faith Based Organization 

Team “Runner Up” for the October 10, 2020 Walk. 

The monies collected for the Alzheimer’s Association goes to help educational training, caregiver support, and scientific ad-

vancement for medical research. National Institute on Aging      YouTube 

                                     

To date, we have exceeded our Service donation goal by 126%.  This money does not include the second Sunday offering.  We 

collected $1,770.00, we are a little shy of last year’s amount of $2,400.00, however, we have until December 30th, 2020 to 

make our final count.  We need $630.00. 

How do we protect ourselves from Alzheizmer’s Disease:  Health Advantage Programs 

Health Maintenance Ogranizations           HICAP = Health Insurance Counseling and Advocacy Program provides 

Prefered Provider Organization                                 information on Medicare Plans, Benefits, and Prescription Drug  

Private Fee for Service                                                 Plans in California: California Medicare Original Medicare, Medicare                                                                                                         

Medical Savings Account                                             Advantage Plan, and Medicare Prescription Drug Plan  

 

Make 5 Tips a Priority Every Day: 
Physically Active for at least 30 minutes most days of the week  Physical Activity   who.int  

Eat Plenty of Fruits and Vegetables   Smart Food Choices for Healthy Aging   nia.nih.gov 

Pick Whole Grains, Lean Sources of Protein & Dairy Products Older Individuals  nutrition.gov 

Choose foods low in added sugars, saturated fats and sodium   Healthy Eating  nia.nih.gov 

 

Practice All 4 Types of Exercise      nia.nih.gov      please see site for specific detailed information 

                                                                                         regarding description of non-strenuous exercises 

Endurance 

Strength 

Balance; and 

Flexibility                     

               Together We Can Make a Difference  

Here are some Additional Viewings on YouTube 

Inside Alzheimer’s Disease 

What is Vascular Dementia 

Mayo Clinic Radio 

Dr. David Bredson on Preventing and Reversing 

Alzheimer Disease 

The Diet That Fights ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

Diagnosing Alzheimer’s Disease 
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Our own Fr. Perry becomes the Very Reverend Perry Polk, as he takes over from Fr. Mack as 
the Regional Dean of the Wingfield Deanery. 

The Deanery will benefit from Fr. Perry’s experience and wisdom as he works to support its 
ten parishes:  St. Paul’s, Benicia; St. Luke’s, Calistoga; St. Martin’s, Davis; Grace Church, Fair-
field; St. Mary’s, Napa; St. Brigid’s, Rio Vista; Grace, St. Helena; Epiphany, Vacaville; Ascen-
sion, Vallejo; and St. Luke’s, Woodland.  Please pray for Fr. Perry in his new role.  May the 
Lord bless him and guide him and provide him with everything he needs. 

Many of you will remember Jack Weir who turned 100 years old on  
Nov. 24th.  Thanks to all who sent cards, which were delivered and read 
out to Jack by his sons David and Robert.  He remembers you all, and was 
very grateful.  Jack is currently recovering from a broken leg at Vacaville 
Convalescent and Rehabilitation Center, where a small birthday party 
was held on the patio, with Jack behind a glass window, due to the 
COVID pandemic.  He was in very good spirits, though, and had a large 
piece of his coffee ice cream cake. 

Jack flew each of the planes depicted on this banner 
when he was in the USAF. 

Photo 
of one 
of the  
services  
in the  
courtyard 

A big thank you 
to everyone who supported 
the ECW by purchasing bags 
of walnuts from  
Anna and Charles Karnopp. 
$465.00 was raised, which 
will go towards future  
ECW projects. 

Signs of Grace 
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Online Services: These services are on our church Facebook page and will also be on 

Zoom.  They will also be uploaded onto our website afterwards. Please let Rev. Karen 
know if you are not receiving the Zoom invitations and would like to receive them.  
Sunday, Dec. 6, 10:00am- Online service only 

Sunday, Dec. 13, 10:00am-Courtyard service and Online service 

Sunday, Dec. 20, 10:00am-Online service only 

Thursday, Dec. 24, Christmas Eve service will be prerecorded and viewable online from noon onwards. 

Friday, Dec. 25, Christmas morning 10:00am Online service only 

Sunday, Dec. 27, 10:00am- Online service only 
 

Shared Home Communion,  is Wednesday, Dec. 23rd from 10:30am-12:30pm.  

Also, on Dec. 23 at the same time we will have this: the church will be open for walking through, to light 
a candle, see the decorations, and bring a Christmas offering. Masks and distancing will be required. 
 

GEM Zoom Meeting, Saturday, Dec. 12, 9:30am via Zoom 
Vestry Meeting, Tuesday, Dec. 15, 7:00pm via Zoom 
Community Lunch Project at Epiphany, Tuesday, Dec. 29, 12-2pm 

Happy Birthday—   January 

  

Jim Klopstock 1/22  

Anne Prather 1/23  

Laurie Klopstock 1/26  

 

 

Happy Birthday— December 

   Kashy Hull 12/2  

   Pat Minkel 12/9  

   Noella Bond 12/10  

   Phyllis Riley 12/10 

   Nora Del Ross 12/11  

   Gregg Wickham 12/18  

   Jack Flynn 12/22  

PLEASE NOTE : 
Sharing Grace Articles are due by the  20th of each month.  Please email 
submissions to the office at gracechurchff@sbcglobal.net .  
D U E :   D e c e m b e r  2 0 t h ,  2 0 2 0 .  

mailto:gracechurchff@sbcglobal.net
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December 2020 

Sunday 

 

Monday  

 

Tuesday 

1 

  

Wednesday 

2 
Thursday 

3 
 
 

Friday 

4 

Saturday 

5 
  
NAMI gift 
bag event 

6 

 

Online only 

 

Advent 2 

7 8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 12 

 

GEM Mtg. 
9:30am via 

Zoom. 

13 

Courtyard 

Service and 

Online 

Advent 3 

14 
 

 

15 

 

Vestry Mtg. 

Zoom 7pm 

 

 

16 

 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 

 

Online only 
 

Advent 4 
 

21 

 

Sharing Grace 
articles due. 
Email the 
church office 

22 

 

23 
 

Shared 
Home  
Communion 
pickup 

10:30am-12 

24 

 

Christmas 
Eve service 

7:00pm 

online 

25 

 

Christmas 
morning 
service 
10am/online  

26 
 

27 

Online only 

 

Christmas I 

 

 

28 29 

Community 
Lunch 

Project 

 

30 31   
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Our i ion: 
 

Welcome • ran r  

Build Up • Reach Out • Glorify G

______________________________________________________________

Would you like to help make a difference for future generations?  

Please remember Grace Episcopal Church, Fairfield in your estate 
plans through your will or trust.  Thank you for your support.  

STAFF 

 
Priest-in-Charge The Rev. Karen Freeman (email: gracechurchfairfield@gmail.com) 
Associates The Rev. David Cavanagh  
 The Rev. Perry W. Polk (email: revperrypolk@gmail.com) 
Organist Lyn ne Secrist 
Senior Warden       Carol Allen (email: carolann.allen@sbcglobal.net) 
Junior Warden -                         James Fulmer 
Treasurer-                                Smith 
Vestry--      John Flynn, Ellie Kulseng, Suzie Peterson, Carolyn Sheldon,  
       Matt Thomas, and Shane Tyler. 
 Office Mgr./Bookkeeper: Kim 

 


