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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus, 

October……OCTOBER???!!! It seems like we were just working on the July 
Newsletter. But as I look around and see the changing of the colors, I am                   
reminded that autumn is my favorite time of the year. It is sweatshirt weather. 
Clean and crisp air. Apples cooked in so many scrumptious ways. 

For some, autumn represents the total opposite. Many see it as a time, 
for all the green things that they have been so meticulously taking care of for 
months, to dry up and be pulled for the mulch pile. I guess I can understand 
that sentiment. There is a longing to reverse time and “go back to when”. 

That happens to all of us in our lives. Time does not stop. We all find 
ourselves wanting to turn back time, to “recapture” the years and events that 
have passed by over our lifetimes. I know that although I will only be 55 in             
November, it seems like just yesterday that I was 40, 45 even 50. At some point 
in time, I realized that there are more years behind than there are ahead.  

Now, that is not a defeatist way of thinking. But rather a Christian              
reality. Scripture says: “There is a time for everything, and a season for every 
activity under the heavens: A time to be born and a time to die, a time to 
plant and a time to uproot,” Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 

There are so many things that we love to gaze upon that represents the 
end of something. Think about the beautiful sunsets that mark the end of the 
day. We love looking at their beauty with the comforting knowledge that the 
very same sun that is setting in the west will rise again in the east. I love                
autumn because it reminds me of the beauty that God’s creation beholds. It 
reminds me of an incredible painting by God upon His canvas. Knowing that 
yes, the beauty of summer is gone and the vibrant colors of autumn will lead to 
the death of winter. However, we have the comforting knowledge that winter 
will always be followed by spring and the things that died in winter will come 
alive again. The buds on the trees, the greening of the grass, the small signs of 
flowers/plants peeking up through the dirt. So it is with God.  

“I know that everything God does will endure forever; nothing can be added to 
it and nothing taken from it.” Ecclesiastes 3:14 

 Let us enjoy the wonder and beauty in this season of autumn knowing 
that God has us in His grip. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Jeff 

mailto:PastorJeff@orlcms.net%20
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Hello everyone! 
Knowledge is the key to understanding. I can’t remember where I heard this, I thought maybe in Proverbs 
but I couldn’t find it in my concordance. Anyway, it sort of fits my story: 
A friend and I were talking about various people.  Later, it occurred to me that while giver and taker are 
opposites, caregiver and caretaker have about the same meaning. 
Our language can be tricky – even when involving food. My family originally came from the West Allis/
Racine area. When my aunt married, she and her husband moved to the Cumberland area where his family 
was located. Aunt Helen was a bit confused when she was asked to bring a pan cake to a church do. “Down 
south” cakes were round and in layers, not a 9” x 13” rectangle. 
Once, near dinner time, I asked my son, ”What are you hungry for?” He replied “Because”. 
Hope you enjoy this month’s cookbook items.   God’s blessings,  Joan W 
 

 Like honey to the bee, so are cookies to the tea. 
 

 JUST ONE MORE PLEASE 
 

 For an hour I’ve been making nut cookies 
 And now that they are done, 
 Nearly all of them seem to be lurking 
 Right inside my son. 
 

 When I think of the time I’ve wasted,  
 I’m really quite aghast, 
 But how tragic to turn out the species  
 Of such cookies – that would last. 
 

 You can’t keep trouble from coming, but you needn’t give it a hair to sit in. 
 

 My mother has a cookie jar upon the pantry shelf, whenever I get hungry, I go and help myself. 
 

 He who loses money loses much; 

 He who loses a friend loses more, 
  But he so loses faith, loses all. 
 

 With every rising of the sun, think of life as just begun. 
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Mark your calendars!  The Drive-Thru Chicken 
Dinner through BBQ Express will be held on 
Thursday, September 30, 2021 from 11AM - 
6PM. Proceeds from this  fundraiser will                
benefit the daycare/preschool.  The meal will 
consist of: ½ charcoal chicken, baked beans, 
potato salad, and a dinner roll. Tickets are 
$10.00 each. 

This is a great fundraiser where you can feed your family 
and support our daycare/preschool at the same time!   

Think of the people you could surprise with dinner: 
friends, neighbors, co-workers, etc.  We need everyone’s 
support in making this a successful fundraiser!  You can 
also help by volunteering to help box and/or deliver 
meals.  Please contact Ruthanne Vadnais if you would like 
to volunteer or reserve Chicken Dinner tickets! 

Thank you so much for your support! 

Ruthanne Vadnais - phone: 715-835-9207 or email: daycare@orlcms.net 

Classes for 3K/4K began on Tuesday,              
September 7. The children have been 
busy having fun and learning about school 
expectations:  Be Safe, Be Helpful, and Be 
a S.T.A.R. They are also learning about 
their feelings/emotions through our            
program called Conscious Discipline. We 
currently have six children enrolled in our 
3 year old preschool class.  We have eight 
children in our 4K AM class and nine    
children in our 4K PM class.   

It is with a heavy heart that 
the Child Care Board has 
made the difficult decision to 
CANCEL the annual Cookie 
Walk that is held each year in 
December.  Because of the ongoing             
pandemic, we feel it would not be safe 
at this time to host this event. Please 
look for us in 2022! 

On Tuesday, September 21 the daycare and 3K/4K                   
children enjoyed a field trip to Ferguson’s Orchards. It 
was a beautiful day to enjoy a wagon ride to the orchards 
to each pick an apple. The apples were so yummy! We 
learned many new things about apples!  We also enjoyed 
the duck pond and playing with the goats, potbelly pigs, 
and the llama!  We also enjoyed playing in the school 
house, jailhouse, country store, and riding on the Apple 
Wheel. It was a fun day! 
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Men’s Bible Breakfast  

Women’s Reflection & Fellowship 

The Adult Bible Discussion Group is once again 
meeting on Wednesdays at 9:30am in the Fel-
lowship Hall. We are currently examining is-
sues that were addressed in the 1950’s Luther-
an Hour television show, This Is The Life. 
Please consider joining us. 

There is still room available to join us on this 
exciting, faith building trip. We will be leaving 
on Monday, June 6th and arrive back home on 
Saturday, June 11th. This trip is open to                 
everyone. Please see Pastor Jeff for more                
information. 

The Lutheran World Relief semi is scheduled to 
pick up at Our Redeemer on Saturday, October 
9th, so please drop off any kit items before the 
end of September.  We are collecting for     
personal care kits, school kits, fabric kits, and   
baby care kits.  Connie Johnson has a Thrivent 
Action Team Grant to complete baby care kits 
and has knit sweaters for 6 kits, but is in need 
of help with shopping and packing the kits              
before the collection date.  If you are able to 
assist her, please call Connie at 715-834-6338. 
General questions?  Please contact Joan Wallin. 

Thank you to Jeanne Kolis, who handled checking in  
library books during our lock down. Thank you to Larry 
Stelter, who chose to clean the library shelves and books 
on the volunteer work Saturday.  

Are you interested in meeting via an online Zoom             
meeting once a month? Our purpose will be to gather 
and share about interesting books and movies that we 
recommend. This will also guide me in selecting new 
books for the library. Zoom allows us to meet safely 
from any location. Please let me know if you are                  
interested in participating this way and which days and 
times will work for you. We’ll try to find a time to suit 
all. 

I have just ordered eight new titles for our collection. 
They will be available in early October. 

Happy reading! 

Linda Stelter 

The LWML will meet on October 7th at 1:30 PM 
in the Church Fellowship Hall.  We will discuss 
the Fall Rally to be held on Saturday, October 
16th at Zion in Chippewa Falls.  

1. Recognize your Pastor Publicly:  Plan to attend 
church in the month of October (in-person or virtual-
ly) as each Sunday Pastor Jeff is recognized for his 
hard work! 

2. Encourage your Pastor Personally:  Pastors need en-
couragement every year, but need and deserve it 
more than ever this year!   Personally write Pastor a 
note or take him to lunch to clarify that he is a be-
loved member of our church family. 

3. Bless your Pastor Tangibly:  During the month of Oc-
tober a special blessing basket will be located at the 
front of the church sanctuary for you to leave cards 
and gifts for Pastor Jeff. 

(adapted from www.focusonthefamily.com) 
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If you (or someone you know) are interested in                      
becoming a member of Our Redeemer Lutheran 

Church, please speak with Pastor Jeff                                                               
or call the church office at 715-835-5239. 

Greetings from Jubilate Choir!  We are continuing 
our protocol as listed last month to reduce the 
chance of spreading the COVID virus and still gather 
and sing.  Thank you for understanding, as these 
techniques are not ideal for singing, socializing, or 
presenting our work.  These methods will keep us 
safe and stop the spread and mutation of this virus.  
So, stay calm and let’s do this!! 

Here is a review of the structure of rehearsal now: 
Come to rehearsal not too early, as close to 6 PM as 
you can and socially distance in the sanctuary.             
Enter through the Churchill Street entrance and use 
the door at the front of the sanctuary.  We will all 
wear masks when we are at rehearsal and when we 
sing.  We will rehearse for about 45 minutes. 

This plan may change as the spread of the virus  
decreases or increases in cases across Wisconsin and 
across the country.   

If you would like to join us, please be fully                    
vaccinated and ready to wear a mask when singing.  
(good masks made specifically for singing can be 
purchased online) Then, let me know of your              
intentions at jekolis@hotmail.com or 715-491-7824.  
We would love to have new members!! 

Thank you everyone, for your patience and                  
understanding and please keep praying for clarity of 
thought in our leadership and community regarding 
this pandemic. 

In Jesus’ Love,  

Jeanne 

 Scholarship Recipients: 

 Congratulations to the following students 
 who will receive a $500.00 scholarship from 
 the Epiphany Lutheran Foundation toward 
 their education upon successful completion 
 of the fall semester.  The students are:  
 Whitley Falter going to UWEC for Human 
 Resources Man agement, Connor Kleinschmidt 
 going to UW LaCrosse for Archeology and  
 Anthropology, Jacob Fisher going to                   
 UW-Stout for Business Administration,           
 Alex Johnson going to UW- Stout for                 
 Computer Networking and Information            
 Technology, Liam Peterson Attending               
 Chippewa Valley Technical College for              
 Business Management, Claudia Schunk going 
 to Viturbo College for Nursing, and                      
 Christopher Vasterling going to UW- Stout 
 for Computer Science.  We wish these                  
 students the best of luck  in their studies.  
 We would also like to congratulate                 
 Theresa Curtis, going to school part time 
 for Library Studies - Sociology of Healthcare, 
 and will receive a $250.00 scholarship from 
 the Foundation.  

 

 Recent Gifts Received Totaling $36,543 
 

In memory of Mike Shepler 

Florence Eickstaedt  

Paul & Lynn Seipel 
 

Ida Hinz Estate 
 

Thrivent Choice Program 

Doris Bearrows 

Dan Schroeder 

Jennifer Seipel 

Paul Seipel 
 

Please note that you can direct your                   
Thrivent Choice Program dollars to the Foundation 

mailto:jekolis@hotmail.com
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We are having so much fun learning about all the 
Fruits of the Spirit! In September, we started 
learning about Goodness. In October, we will shift 
our focus to Self-Control!  

Even though the new school year has begun, we 
new enrollments are welcome anytime. Students 
from 3K to 5th grade are invited to learn with us! If 
you know someone in 6th-8th grade, they are able 
to join Sunday school as a Shepherd! A Shepherd 
serves as a mentor to the kids and as help to our 
volunteer teachers! To join, click the link on our 
website! www.orlcms.net  

-Brie Vasterling 

Positions currently up for election are: 

Congregation President 

Congregation Secretary 

Congregation Treasurer 

Chair of Early Learning 

Chair of Board of Education 

Chair of Board of Elders 

Council-at-Large (three) 

Please prayerfully consider stewardship in one of 
these positions. If you have any questions  regarding 
the responsibilities of these positions please reach 
out to myself or anyone on Council.  

Aaron Volkman - Church Council Vice President  

strumminguy@hotmail.com 

The Youth Group had a successful Youth Kick-Off on 
Sept. 12th and are excited for the upcoming year 
together in fellowship! Registration for the 2022 
LCMS National Youth Gathering was completed in 
September, and there are eight youth and three 
adult leaders registered to attend the NYG in              
Houston, TX.  Everyone is excited to go and looking 
forward to future fundraisers and service projects to 
help get them there.  

October will be a busy month for the Youth 
Group.  Service projects include assisting with the 
assembly and loading of the World Relief Kits, and 
fall yard clean-up for those that are looking for some 
help in this area.  The date scheduled for yard  
clean-up is October 23rd; if you are interested in 
having the youth rake leaves and tidy up your yard 
please reach out to Rick Thole at 715.495.7576 or 
Julie Thole at 715.450.2798.  The Youth are once 
again looking forward to hosting the Reformation 
Breakfast on Reformation Sunday with the usual egg 
bakes, pastries, and fruit on the menu.  Keep your 
eyes peeled for information on upcoming                          
fundraisers:  Scentsy products, and porch pots in 
time for the holiday season! 

The Youth are always thankful for the generosity of 
the congregation, and are thankful for the                   
opportunity to serve you.  God's Blessings to you all! 

http://www.orlcms.net
mailto:Strumminguy@hotmail.com
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Did we miss your birthday or anniversary?  Is there an error in your  
information?  Please help us by submitting your corrections to 
ChurchOffice@ORLCMS.net   

Also, if you have had any contact information change, please                      
remember to update the church office!          ~ Holly 

Note:  Together in Ministry is a publication of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church.  The editorial staff reserves 
the right to screen and edit all submissions.  If you have articles or meeting dates to submit for the                 
newsletter, please send them electronically (churchoffice@orlcms.net) or written to the church office, 
marked for the monthly newsletter, to be received no later than the third Sunday of the month.  This helps 
us get to publish and distribute in a timely manner. 

The deadline for the November Newsletter is October 25th, 2021. 

 Oct 1 Tim & Susan Fisher - 27 years 

 Oct 4 Joshua & Jill Rose - 7 years 

 Oct 7 Keith & Mary Kaufman - 43 years 

 Oct 7 Jeffrey & Lynn Wilcox - 32 years 

 Oct 8 Roger & Marion Felton - 61 years 

 Oct 10 Mark & Heather Ryan - 1 year 

 Oct 13 Marvin & Julie Vogler - 42 years 

 Oct 14 Barry & Kathleen Schultz - 54 years 

 Oct 15 John & Marceleen Brenner - 61 years 

 Oct 19 Jeff & Penny Webber - 36 years 

 Oct 22 Derek & Carrie Kleinschmidt - 28 years 

 Oct 25 Elwayne & Margy Forster - 69 years 

 Oct 31 John & Paula Lentz - 29 years 

 Oct 1 Keith Kaufman 

 Oct 2 Shelbey Crandall 

 Oct 2 Pam Semingson 

 Oct 6 Steven Mathison 

 Oct 7 Shirley Rasmussen 

 Oct 8 Carol Bischoff 

 Oct 9 Shirley Baker 

 Oct 9 Chad Peterson 

 Oct 13 Dick Fornasiere 

 Oct 14 Lucile Hilbert 

 Oct 15 Sawyer Brovold 

 Oct 17 Carrie Kleinschmidt 

 Oct 18 Mary Davidson 

 Oct 18 Amanda Griffin 

 Oct 18 Jennifer Hagedorn 

 Oct 19 Richard Jaenke 

 Oct 19 Saprena Kurvers 

 Oct 20 Jane Parker 

 Oct 21 Ocean Kong‑Knuth 

 Oct 21 Steve Onstine 

 Oct 23 Jim Meyer 

 Oct 23 Joan Wallin 

 Oct 24 Michael Brazeau 

 Oct 25 Sherry Bjorklund 

 Oct 25 Lamoine Myers 

 Oct 26 Julie Vogler 

 Oct 28 Kashton Stelter 

 Oct 30 Sue Rust 

 Oct 31 Janice Tyler 
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1:00PM  

Quilting 

Blessing Box   
Sunday
8:30AM  
Traditional Worship 
w/HC 
9:35AM  
Sunday School, & 
Youth Group 
10:35AM  
Acoustic Worship w/
HC 

6:15PM  

Dartball 

9:30AM  

Adult Bible Discussion 

5:30PM  

Confirmation Class 

6:00PM  

Jubilate Choir 

1:30PM  

LWML Meeting 

8:30AM  

Lutheran World 
Relief Package 
Pickup 

8:30AM  
Traditional Worship  
9:35AM  
Sunday School, & 
Youth Group 
10:35AM  
Acoustic Worship 

5:30PM  

Board of Elders 
Meeting 

6:15PM  

Dartball 

9:30AM  

Adult Bible Discussion 

5:30PM  

Confirmation Class 

6:00PM  

Jubilate Choir 

8:30AM  
Traditional Worship 
w/HC 
9:35AM  
Sunday School, & 
Youth Group 
10:35AM  
Acoustic Worship w/
HC 

6:15PM  

Dartball 

9:30AM  

Adult Bible Discussion 

11:00AM  

DC/PS Board Meeting 

5:30PM  

Confirmation Class 

6:00PM  

Jubilate Choir 

5:30PM  

Finance                         
Committee                   
Meeting 

Youth Group               
Yard Clean-Up 
Service Day

8:30AM  
Traditional Worship  
9:35AM  
Sunday School, & 
Youth Group 
10:35AM  
Acoustic Worship 

November       
Newsletter                
Submission                  
Deadline
6:30PM  

Church Council 
Meeting 

6:15PM  

Dartball 

9:30AM  

Adult Bible Discussion 

5:30PM  

Confirmation Class 

6:00PM  

Jubilate Choir 

6:00PM  

ELF Board of                 
Directors Meeting 

Reformation
8:30AM  
Traditional Worship  
9:35AM  
Reformation Break-
fast,                               
Sunday School, & 
Youth Group 
10:35AM  
Acoustic Worship 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
601 Fall Street 
Eau Claire, WI 54703 
715-835-5239 
churchoffice@orlcms.net 


