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WHAT A DIFFERENCE A YEAR MAKES 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 “But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.”                
              - Romans 8:25 

God has given me many gifts, but patience is not always my strong 
suit, but I am working on it. It seems to be that I am always “waiting” for 
something to happen in my time, not necessarily in God’s time. The biggest 
thing that we have all been waiting for is the end of COVID, or at least us 
being able to adapt in order to return to life activities as pre-COVID 
“normal” as possible.  

 At church it has been wonderful to have reached that point. Once 
again we are having two services, fellowship time, Sunday school,                       
Confirmation, Wednesday Adult Bible Discussion and even Dartball has                  
resumed. Over the past year and a half the building has been so empty. 
Even though we had been finding new ways of doing old things, like live 
streaming services and doing daily devotion on Facebook, it was not the 
same as worshiping together. Our God is a God of community and                             
conversation. I will admit that I was impatiently waiting for the time we 
could gather again. 

 I will be talking a lot more about patience and waiting during the  
upcoming Advent season…..where we wait for the baby. However, in the 
meantime, let us gather together on Wednesday night November 24th at 7pm 
and give thanks to our amazing God during our Thanksgiving Eve              
service. And Let us rejoice on November 25th as we can once again gather as 
larger families to give praise and thanksgiving for all that God has given to 
us. 

Patience may not have always been my strong suit, but with the help 
of God, I am working on it. 

Happy Thanksgiving from, 

Pastor Jeff, Renee and the whole Carlson family 

 

 

 

 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU 

I would like to extend a special “Thank You” to all of you who made this the 
most special Pastor Appreciation that I have ever had. I am truly blessed to 
serve in such an amazing congregation. You all have helped keep me                  
pushing forward to get us through the pandemic and find new ways of doing 
old things. Please know that every day that I am privileged to partner with 
you in Christ’s ministry, is “Congregation Appreciation Day.” 

Blessings, 

PJ 

mailto:PastorJeff@orlcms.net%20
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Redeemer Early Learning Programs News 
Ruthanne Vadnais - phone: 715-835-9207 or email: daycare@orlcms.net 

It is with a heavy heart that the Child 
Care Board has made the difficult      
decision to CANCEL the annual Cookie 
Walk that is held each year in                    
December.  Because of the ongoing 
pandemic, we feel it would not be 
safe at this time to host this event. 
Please look for us in 2022! 

Say Cheese! 

On Tuesday, October 19 the daycare, 3K, & 4K children 
participated in Picture Day.  Dave Ambers Photography 
came and took individual and class pictures of all of our 
students and teachers.  The children all did a great job 
getting their portraits taken and giving their award-
winning smiles! 

Ferguson’s Apple Orchard 

On Tuesday, September 21 the daycare/3K/4K children 
enjoyed a field trip to Ferguson’s Orchards. It was a 
beautiful day to enjoy a wagon ride to the orchards to 
each pick an apple. The apples were so yummy! We 
learned many new things about apples!  We also                   
enjoyed the duck pond and playing with the goats,              
potbelly pigs, and the llama!  We also enjoyed playing 
in the school house, jailhouse, country store, and riding 
on the Apple Wheel. It was a fun day! 

Chicken  

Dinner  

Update 

Wow!  We couldn’t have asked for a  
better day for our Chicken Dinner                
Fundraiser.  The weather was beautiful, 
we had a bunch of great volunteers, and 
we had some great fellowship!  We sold 
all 800 of the meals we had available 
and we realized a profit of $2734.00!  
We would like to thank the following 
people for helping make our annual 
Chicken Dinner a success:  Shannon & 
Amy Hilbert, Dick & Donna Fornasiere, 
Ruthanne Vadnais, Brooke Kluck,                 
Brittany Bembnister, Samantha 
Coughenour, Kathy & Paul Boetcher, 
Vickie Melville, Carrie Kleinschmidt, 
Rick Wallin, Rick Thole, Donald Ginder, 
and Linda Lemke. 

It’s a Pumpkin Party! 

The daycare/preschool will be having our       
annual Pumpkin Party on Thursday, October 28 
and Friday, October 29!  We have some fun 
games planned, a costume parade and plenty of 
yummy food! The children will also be making 
their own homemade bags to carry all of their 
treats.  The children have also had a lot of fun 
decorating pumpkins in each of the classrooms. 
The children had a fun sensory experience 
when they scooped seeds from the pumpkins!  
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Wednesday Morning Adult                

Bible Discussion Group 
The Adult Bible Discussion Group is once again 
meeting on Wednesdays at 9:30AM in the              
Fellowship Hall. Please consider joining us. 

2022 Ark Experience &                      

Creation Museum Adventure 
There is still room available to join us on this      
exciting, faith building trip. We will be leaving on 
Monday, June 6th and arrive back home on                     
Saturday, June 11th. This trip is open to everyone. 
Please see Pastor Jeff for more information. 

Lutheran World Relief 
Thank you so much to everyone who had a part in 
this year's LWR kit drive.  We had people cutting 
fabric for the school bags, sewing the bags,                  
providing entire kits, individual items for the kits, 
as well as monetary donations.  The $250 action 
team grant went a long way to purchase school and 
personal care kit supplies.  Thank you to the youth 
group who helped to assemble kits during their    
Sunday morning meeting time.  Our Redeemer sent 
50 school kits, 30 personal care kits, 29 quilts, and 7 
baby care kits on the semi on October 9th.  

And a big thank you to everyone who helped load 
the semi.  This included adults: Tim Fisher,                       
Julie Thole, Megan Grottke, Stacy Nordby, and               
Rick Wallin.  Youth group members:  Tristan Thole, 
Colton Nordny, Delaney Vasterling, Amanda                   
Vasterling, Piper Kaasa, Lila Grottke,                              
Kodie Bouchette, & Roman Uselman.  Sorry if I 
missed anyone.  As Thrivent says in their                          
advertising "You all live generously." 

God's Blessings - Joan 

Sunday School 
Sunday School just wrapped up a 3 week lesson on 
Self-Control and is transitioning to Faithfulness! 
Learning about the Fruits of the Spirit has been so 
fun and rewarding! Last month, the kids surprised 
Pastor Jeff with a song for Pastor Appreciation 
Month! If you missed it, go back to the services for 
10/17 and check it out!  

LWML 
The Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League will 
meet on Thursday,               
November 4th at 1:30 PM in the fellowship hall.  
This organization began in 1942 - next year we will 
be celebrating 80 years.  All ladies that are                 
members of the LCMS are automatically members 
of this organization.  We could definitely use more 
members to participate.  We urge you to attend 
one of our meetings - we usually close the meeting 
around 3 PM.  We hope to see you there!  

Youth Group 
October has been a busy month for the Youth 
Group.  Service projects include assisting with the 
assembly and loading of Lutheran World Relief Kits, 
and fall yard clean-up.  Keep your eyes peeled for 
information on upcoming fundraisers:  Scentsy  
products, and porch pots in time for the holiday 
season!  Porch Pots will be on sale the first two 
weeks of November.  There will only be quantity of 
25 made, and selling for $40 each.  Look for up- 
coming announcements and order form. 

The Youth are always thankful for the generosity of 
the congregation, and are thankful for the                  
opportunity to serve you.  God's Blessings to you all! Epiphany Lutheran Foundation 

The E. L. F. has openings for three directors to 
serve three-year terms on the board.  Board                 
meetings are held quarterly where the directors 
consider making grants that support charitable,              
religious and educational activities, primarily at and 
through Our Redeemer Lutheran Church.  Please 
remember that all members of Our Redeemer 18 
years of age and older are automatically members 
of the foundation. If you are interested in having 
your name included on the ballot please contact 
Mona Grimm (715) 559-2392 or mghrs84@gmail             
before 12.1.21.  Election will take place at the 
foundation’s annual meeting in January.  
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Welcome! 
If you (or someone you know) are interested in                      
becoming a member of Our Redeemer Lutheran 

Church, please speak with Pastor Jeff                                                               
or call the church office at 715-835-5239. 

Jubilate Choir:                           

News and Notes 
Thank you to all in the               
music department who have 
been carefully and kindly 
following the mask                    
protocol. I know it is not 
the ideal situation.  We are 

doing what we can to keep everyone safe, healthy, 
and involved in activities, worship, and learning. 

Thank you also to Aaron Volkman who helped me 
diagnose, adjust, and fix some of the handbells this 
October.  And to Paula Lentz and Traci Vasterling, 
who helped me polish the handbells.  Now the 
handbells are working well, gleaming, and ready to 
play! 

We have also begun introducing more instrumental 
players into the worship service again.  I am               
working to keep the groups smaller and socially   
distanced so we can be safe and still contribute to 
worship.  Thank you all for your help!! 

Jubilate Choir has been rehearsing in the sanctuary 
on Wednesday evenings at 6PM and will continue to 
do so through the end of December before our first 
break in January.  We will be starting our Christmas 
music soon, so now would be a perfect time to 
begin singing with us. 

If you would like to join us for choir, please be fully 
vaccinated and ready to wear a mask when singing.  
(Good masks made specifically for singing can be 
purchased online.) Then, let me know of your              
intentions at jekolis@hotmail.com or 715-491-7824.  
We would love to have new members!! 

Thank you everyone, for your patience and                  
understanding and please keep praying for clarity of 
thought in our leadership and community regarding 
this pandemic. 

In Jesus’ Love,  

Jeanne 

Scrap Metal 
Thank you to everyone for bringing in your                  
aluminum cans and other metals.  The last two loads 
turned in brought in $298.60.  The Epiphany                 
Foundation matches dollar for dollar, so we have 
$597.20 to pay off on the principle of the wall loan.   

In addition to aluminum cans, we can also cash in 
other metals: washers, dryers, stoves, anything  
metal!  (Please note that we cannot accept                 
refrigerators, freezers, and dehumidifiers.)  If you 
need items picked up, please call me at                             
715-225-6419.  Don Ginder 

Help Needed! 
The church has been involved in a mission project 
called Love Packages where we collect church                
related materials and take them to a collection 
place in the Marion, Wisconsin area.  Dick & Donna 
Fornasiere have done this up until now but they do 
not go that direction anymore and boxes are getting 
too much for them to lift.  To continue this mission 
we will need someone to store and haul these boxes 
once or twice a year to the collection location.  The 
church office collects the items in copy paper                
boxes, we collect about 8 to 10 boxes a year. Please 
contact the church office if you would be willing to 
do this. 

A warm thank you to the members of Our 
Redeemer congregation for remembering 
our family in your prayers during our recent 
illness.  Our road to recovery has been long, 
but your kindness and the strength of God 
has eased our journey. 

With thanks, 

Aaron, Holly, & Christian Volkman 

mailto:jekolis@hotmail.com
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Advent & Christmas Worship Schedule 
11.24.2021  Thanksgiving Eve Worship at 7:00 PM 
11.28.2021 1st Sunday in Advent 
   Traditional Worship at 8:30 AM 
   Acoustic Worship at 10:35 AM 
12.01.2021 Midweek Advent I services at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM 
12.05.2021 2nd Sunday in Advent 
   Traditional Worship with Holy Communion at 8:30 AM 
   Acoustic Worship with Holy Communion at 10:35 AM 
12.08.2021 Midweek Advent II services at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM 
12.12.2021 3rd Sunday in Advent 
   Traditional Worship with Holy Communion at 8:30 AM 
   Acoustic Worship with Holy Communion at 10:35 AM 
12.15.2021 Midweek Advent III services at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM 
12.19.2021  Symbols of Salvation - A Children’s Christmas Service for All Ages at 9:30 AM 
12.24.2021 Christmas Eve  
   Blended Worship with Holy Communion at 4:30 PM 
   Outdoor Worship around the Christmas Tree at 7:00 PM 
12.25.2021 Traditional Christmas Day worship with Holy Communion at 9:30 AM 
12.26.2021 2nd Christmas Day - A Service of Lessons and Carols at 9:30 AM 

Our Annual Congregational Meeting 
will be Sunday, December 12th at 

11:30AM. We will be holding elections 
for President, Secretary, Treasurer,  

Early Learning, Education, Elders, three 
at-large positions as well as approving 

the budget for the upcoming year. 
Please plan to attend. 
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Church Cookbook Wisdom 
Hello everyone, I hope you are enjoying fall! 

I have always loved the words of blessing at the end of the church service. Then, when I was teaching 6th 
grade confirmation (Bible history), I learned something. We were learning about Moses and in preparation 
for class, I was reading the Bible. There in Numbers 6:24-25 I came across it. God told Moses to tell Aaron 
and his sons, who were to be the priests, the words to bless the Israelites. It makes it even more special to 
know that for around 3,500 years, God’s people heard and shared the same blessing that we share today. 

                   “The Lord bless you and keep you. 

                      The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

                      The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.” 

Hope you enjoy this month’s cookbook items, and Happy Thanksgiving.  Joan W 

 

Give up sighing for what might have been. 

Yesterday’s gone, never more to be seen. 

Remember tomorrow’s a very long way, 

And while you are fretting, you’re losing today. 

 

The biggest room in the world is the room for improvement. 

 

Do your level best and then go on to the next thing. 

 

Cooking success is up to you. 

If you take pains to measure true, 

Use standard cups and spoons all the way 

And then level off –it’ll always pay. 

 

It matters not 

If it’s red, green or yellow, 

There’s nothing you can disguise 

Like a bowl of Jello. 

 

A Table Prayer:     

Thank you for the world so sweet. 

Thank you for the food we eat. 

Thank you for the birds that sing 

Thank you God for everything. 
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Did we miss your birthday or anniversary?  Is there an error in your  information?  Please help us by                     
submitting your corrections to ChurchOffice@ORLCMS.net   

Also, if you have had any contact information change, please remember to update the church office!          
~ Holly 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

Congregation Special Days 

Editorial Policy & Monthly Newsletter Deadline 
Note:  Together in Ministry is a publication of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church.  The editorial staff reserves 
the right to screen and edit all submissions.  If you have articles or meeting dates to submit for the                 
newsletter, please send them electronically (churchoffice@orlcms.net) or written to the church office, 
marked for the monthly newsletter, to be received no later than the third Sunday of the month.  This helps 
us get to publish and distribute in a timely manner. 

The deadline for the December Newsletter is November 22nd, 2021. 

 Nov 5 Clifford Bushendorf 

 Nov 5 Anthony Hagedorn 

 Nov 5 Keenan Hazelton-Collins 

 Nov 5 Connie Johnson 

 Nov 6 Rachel Graff 

 Nov 6 Emily Jackson 

 Nov 7 Bonnie Poellinger 

 Nov 9 Andrew Heren 

 Nov 10 Rob Olson 

 Nov 11 Wayne Franson 

 Nov 11 Christian Volkman 

 Nov 12 Charlie Wiese 

 Nov 15 Gladyce Cairns 

 Nov 16 Sandra Kohlwey 

 Nov 18 Jennifer Stene 

 Nov 19 Jason Kaiser 

 Nov 20 D.J. Rude 

 Nov 22 Barbara Breitenfeldt 

 Nov 22 Nikki Jackson 

 Nov 22 Kathy Meyer 

 Nov 23 Jeffrey Carlson 

 Nov 24 Donald Ginder 

 Nov 25 Macy Beaudette 

 Nov 25 Marlene Lee 

 Nov 26 Nancy Stene 

 Nov 28 Piper Kaasa 

 Nov 29 Chelsey Dillon 

 Nov 30 Bob Radandt 

 Nov 3 Richard & Jane Jaenke - 31 years 

 Nov 4 Garth & Vickie Melville - 49 years 

 Nov 15 Clifford & Janet Bushendorf - 69 years 

 Nov 15 Craig & Debra Finley - 41 years 

 Nov 24 Dennis & Anne Volbrecht - 49 years 

Sunday, November 7 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
All Saints’ Day 

2 
6:15PM  
Dartball 

3 
9:30AM  
Adult Bible                   
Discussion 
5:30PM  
Confirmation Class 
6:00PM  
Jubilate Choir 

4 
1:30PM  
LWML Meeting 

5 6 

7 
Daylight Savings 
Ends                             
Blessing Box    
Sunday
8:30AM  
Traditional Worship 
w/HC 
9:35AM  
Sunday School, & 
Youth Group 
10:35AM  
Acoustic Worship w/
HC 

8 9 
RELP - Fire Safety 
Day                            
5:30PM  
Board of Elders 
Meeting 
6:15PM  
Dartball 

10 
9:30AM  
Adult Bible                   
Discussion 
6:00PM  
Jubilate Choir 

11 
Veteran’s Day                             

12 13 

14 
8:30AM  
Traditional Worship  
9:35AM  
Sunday School, & 
Youth Group 
10:35AM  
Acoustic Worship 

15 16 
6:15PM  
Dartball 

17 
9:30AM  
Adult Bible                   
Discussion 
11:00AM  
DC/PS Board                
Meeting 
6:00PM  
Jubilate Choir 

18 
5:30PM  
Finance                         
Committee                   
Meeting 

19 20 

21 
8:30AM  
Traditional Worship 
w/HC 
9:35AM  
Sunday School, & 
Youth Group 
10:35AM  
Acoustic Worship w/
HC 

22 
December       
Newsletter                
Submission                  
Deadline
6:30PM  
Church Council 
Meeting 

23 
6:15PM  
Dartball 

24 
9:30AM  
Adult Bible                   
Discussion 
6:00PM  
Jubilate Choir 
7:00PM  
Thanksgiving Eve 
Worship 

25 
Thanksgiving Day 

26 27 

28 
8:30AM  
Traditional Worship  
9:35AM  
Sunday School, & 
Youth Group 
10:35AM  
Acoustic Worship 

29 30 
6:15PM  
Dartball 

    

November 2021 
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
601 Fall Street 
Eau Claire, WI 54703 
715-835-5239 
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