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2022 

Our Redeemer                                                            
Together in Ministry 

 

“For everything there is a season, and a time for 
every matter under heaven.” – Ecclesiastes 3:1 

I keep thinking, “Maybe it’s time to get the snow 
blower taken off my John Deere garden tractor? 
And then it snows!! Or “Maybe it’s time to put the 
winter jackets away?” Next thing you know, there 
is a wind chill factor in the morning air. Don’t you just want to scream, 
“Calgon! Take me away…..to spring!” Wait. What season is this again? 

The changes in our weather aren’t the only seasons that we experience in our 
life. In fact, King Solomon wrote in Ecclesiastes that “for everything there is a 
season.” I encourage you to read the whole chapter of Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 right 
after you read this article. Solomon gives many examples of changing “seasons.”  

The theme is, our life in its entirety is but a season in the greater concept of 
time. There is a planting season & a harvest season, times of sadness & times of 
laughter, seasons to save and store, and there are times to spend and give. 

For many of us, the warmer weather isn’t the only change of season happening 
right now. In our church couples are getting married in the next few months. 
Marriage begins a new season of life! Some of our families are expecting babies, 
many of you are entering into a time each year that you call “lake season,” we 
have graduating seniors in our congregation who are ending this season of life 
and heading off to college in the fall. These are just a few of the ways that our 
lives change over the course of time, and these kinds of things happen all 
through life! 

Sometimes changes in our life cause fear. By nature, we don’t always like 
change. If that’s you, whether you’re graduating from high school or college, 
getting married or having a baby, moving or retiring, remember that God is in 
control, He’s good to you, and He’ll take care of you, so enjoy whatever God 
has in store for your next season of life! 

In His Grip, 
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Did you know that 2023 marks the 100th year of 
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church?  Our 100th         
Anniversary committee is working hard to create a 
year-long celebration beginning in January of 2023.  
One of our projects is creating a 100th anniversary 
book.  And this is where we now need your help!  
We have no history documented for the years                 
between 1999 and 2022.  Do you have information 
about or photos of any events or activities from 
this time frame? We are specifically looking for 
photos of anything from inside or outside the 
church including picnics, get-togethers, holidays, 
youth group activities, work bees, quilting, choir,                   
musicians, etc.  If you have a photo that you would 
like to share, please put a date and name on the 
back of the photo so we know where they would fit 
in.  I will return your photos to you at the end of 
our project.  You can leave your photos in the 
church office or give them to me on Sundays at 
church.  Thank you for any help you can provide. 

Jean Ginder, 

Anniversary Chair 

25th Anniversary Celebration                                                       
of our Child Care Ministry 

On Sunday, May 22nd we will be celebrating the 25th 
anniversary of Redeemer Early Learning Programs! 

Please join us at either worship service (8:30 or 
10:35 AM) to congratulate Ruthanne Vadnais and 
RELP staff on their silver anniversary.  There will be 
anniversary treats during fellowship hour at 9:30 AM. 

On behalf of the church council & the Our Redeemer 
congregation, we wish to thank Ruthanne and the 
RELP staff for their hard work and dedication.  You 
are all very appreciated!  May God bless you on 25 
years! 

New Members Informational Meeting/
Orientation 

Over the last many months since we have returned 
to normal worship schedule, we have had a number 
of new faces joining us on Sunday mornings. I know 
that some are interested in becoming partners in 
our ministry, but have some questions. Well, 
you’re in luck. I will be holding a New Members 
Information Meeting/Orientation on Saturday, May 
21 in the Fellowship Hall. Many of you are probably 
like me and do not like long meetings, so again, 
you’re in luck. We will begin at 8:30 AM and I 
promise we will be done by noon.  

This session will include breakfast and coffee. If 
you are interested, please email your RSVP to me 
at pastorjeff@orlcms.net 

In His Grip, 

Welcome  
to  

Our Redeemer 

mailto:pastorjeff@orlcms.net
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Redeemer Early Learning Programs News 
Ruthanne Vadnais - phone: 715-835-9207 or email: daycare@orlcms.net 

Butter Braid Fundraiser 
Just a reminder that Butter Braid delivery 
and PRODUCT PICKUP will be on Tuesday, 
May 3 between the hours of 3:15-5:45 
PM. Please make arrangements to pick up 
your Butter Braid order on this date as our  
freezer space is very limited.  Cash (exact 
amount) or check for payment will be fine. 
Thank you for your support of our program!  

2022-2023 Preschool Registration 
Enrollment continues for the 2022-2023 school year. We  
offer a 3 year class that meets 3 days per week and a 4 year 
old class that meets 4 days a week.  For more information 
on enrolling your child in our programs and availability 
please contact Ruthanne Vadnais. 

Week of the Young Child 
We celebrated Week of the Young Child 
April 4-8, 2022. The Week of the Young 
Child is an annual celebration hosted by the 
National Association for the Education of 
Young Children (NAEYC), and early                      
childhood professionals across the nation, 
celebrating early learning, children and 
their families, and our wonderful teachers! 

We had fun activities all week which        
included:  Music Monday, Little Scientists, 
Pajama Day, Tasty Thursday, and celebrate 
your favorite sports team and scavenger 
hunt!  We had a lot of fun and it was nice 
to forget about all the worries of the world 
for just a little while and see things through 
the eyes of all of our wonderful children! 

Scholastic Preschool Book Fair 

Thank you to everyone who attended our 
Scholastic Preschool Book Fair March 28-
April 1, 2022!  We sold a total of $1026.00 
in books! We were able to pick $513.00 
worth of free books for our classroom                   
libraries! We had a great selection of books 
this year to choose from and this is an                
excellent way to replenish our book supply! 

It’s a celebration!  

A 25 year celebration to be exact!   
On April 17, 2022 our childcare center is celebrating 25 
years of operation as a licensed group center!  We opened 
our center 25 years ago at Epiphany Lutheran Church on the 
west side of town.  Prairie Ridge Early Learning Center now 
resides in that building.  It was just one big open room when 
I began my position as administrator/director of the                
program and has now grown into a successful daycare and 
preschool in our community!   

In 2013 we were in jeopardy of losing our program as the 
Eau Claire Area School District purchased our building.  Our 
Redeemer Lutheran Church invited Epiphany to worship             
together and later voted to remodel a large portion of their 
church to house our childcare program! We moved to Our 
Redeemer in July, 2013.  Thank you for taking a chance on 
us so we could continue our ministry of providing care and 
sharing the love of Jesus with our little ones! 

We are planning a celebration for Wednesday, May 11 to 
honor our teachers and children.  We are having a pizza  
party and Ede Strand is providing cupcakes for all!  Yum!  

Please get to know all of our wonderful teachers by reading 
their bios on the back side of this page!  Let’s celebrate our 
wonderful blessings! 

Ruthanne Vadnais 

Director/Administrator 

Celebrating 25 years 3 months! 

“I love hearing the children during the day 

singing bible songs and talking about 

Jesus!  I also love when the children 

crawl into my lap to hear a story!” 
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Lyndsay Myrman 

Infant/Toddler Room 

Celebrating 10 years 11 months! 

“I love watching the babies grow 

and helping them reach                            

new milestones.” 

Brieanne Vasterling 

Infant/Toddler Room 

Celebrating 2 years 8 months! 

“I most enjoy doing bible projects 

and songs with the kids!” 

Carrie Kleinschmidt 

Two’s Room 

Celebrating 18 years 8 months! 

“I love teaching the children about 

Jesus! I also feel so blessed to 

help them learn and grow! 

Renee Olichwier 

Three’s Room 

Celebrating 24 years 4 months! 

“I like celebrating the little things 

everyday from a child completing   

a puzzle to zipping their coats                  

for the first time.  It’s a joy to see 

the excitement and wonder                       

on their faces.” 

Linda Forsyth 

Four’s & Five’s Room 

Celebrating 24 years 3 months! 

I enjoy “creating art, watching them 

put so much effort into it & seeing 

them enjoy what they have                    

accomplished.  The joy on their 

faces is priceless.” 

Kallie Schatz 

4K Classroom Teacher 

Celebrating 2 years 9 months! 

“I love reading stories to my                  

students along with singing songs 

and dancing!” 

Athena Mittlestadt 

Relief - All Rooms 

Celebrating 3 years 4 months! 

“I really enjoy being in all rooms 

throughout the day and seeing  

and being involved in all the                   

kid’s daily routines.” 

Julie Perry 

3K Classroom Teacher &                          

4K Assistant Teacher 

Celebrating 21 years 8 months! 

“I enjoy reading and planning              

Art & Science Activities as an  

extension of our story and theme.” 
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ALTAR FLOWERS 
Anyone interested in placing flowers on the altar 
for services please sign the Flower Chart on the    
bulletin board in the hallway, near the Churchill St. 
entrance.  Please sign your name & phone number 
and I will contact you to make arrangements for 
your order.  We have  an agreement with “Brent 
Douglas.”   Prices start at $25.  They deliver to the 
church free of charge so you are only billed for your 
flowers.  After the 10:35 service you may take your 
flowers home to enjoy.  Please call me at                        
715-233-0086 with any questions. 

Thank you, Donna Fornasiere. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Choir News & Notes 
And isn’t May just the most beautiful month of the 
year?  I am glad it has 31 days, Mother’s Day,                
Memorial Day, and Ascension Day in it!  The joy we 
experience with Jesus’ resurrection remembrance 
is fresh and new in this month as well, as we               
continue to sing our alleluias and Easter hymns.  
May is a precious gift from our Lord! 

This month the organ’s speakers will be rebuilt. 
From what the technician says, the procedure 
should not take the whole month.  We will use the 
pianos while the organ is being renovated. 

Also, Jubilate Choir will be wrapping up its season 
this month.  We will be singing in the Ascension Day 
service on Thursday, May 26, at 7 PM.  Please join 
us in celebrating Jesus’ ascending to take the of 
the throne of heaven!   

My heart is full of gratitude for these wonderful, 
talented, generous musicians in Jubilate Choir who 
give so freely of their time and talent.  Thank you 
all so much for a wonderful season, as we went 
from singing all spread out in the sanctuary, masks 
on, slowly moving up to settle into our balcony 
space, and then finally singing freely without our 
face coverings.  What a journey and thank you all 
for your patience and cooperation.   

Also thank you to the instrumentalists and bell  
ringers who joined us often in the balcony this   
season to add beauty to our services.  It is a joy 
and pleasure working with all these talented     
people.  We are truly blessed as a congregation, 
having so many talented, willing, and able                
musicians.  Thank you again!! 

If you would like to join us for choir, please let me 
know of your intentions at  jekolis@hotmail.com or 
715-491-7824.  We would love to welcome new 
members! 

Crown Jesus with many crowns and celebrate our 
new life in His resurrection! 

In Jesus’ Love,  

Wednesday Morning Adult                
Bible Discussion Group 

The Adult Bible Discussion Group meets on   
Wednesdays at 9:30AM in the Fellowship Hall. 
Please consider joining us. 

LWML 
LWML will be meeting at 1:30 PM on Thursday, May 
5th.  We are going to do a joint Bible Lesson, so no 
prep work :)  For those with quarterlies, please 
bring yours. This will be our last meeting before 
the summer recess.  We welcome all women to join 
us.   

mailto:jekolis@hotmail.com
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Sunday School  
After the whirlwind of April, Sunday 
School will wrap up for the year on 
May 8th. We will be finishing the 
year off learning about the fruit of 
the spirit, gentleness. We are super 
duper excited to have our first               
annual end of year party on May 
22nd! We will be learning a lesson on 
what it means to come together in 
Christ, singing songs, and enjoying 
an assortment of snacks! All the 
Sunday school kids, teachers, and 
their families are welcome to join us 
at Mt. Simon for this celebration! 
For more info, contact Brie                    
Vasterling or check out our                   
Facebook group!  

Youth Group Updates: 
Thank you for attending and supporting the two big events the 
youth held in March: 

* Lenten Soup Suppers:  Thank you to all who attended the                

Lenten Dinners.  It was our pleasure to serve you, and with your 
generosity the youth profited $503.95!  A very special thanks to 
Lynn Seipel; Lynn's expertise and scrumptious soups made these 
dinners a huge success!  And more thanks to those that donated 
their time and talents to provide the delectable desserts:  Jan 
Kuhnert, Jan Bathke, The Hilbert Family, Bonnie Graff, and 
Kathy Boetcher.  It is hard to imagine where the youth would be 
without the ongoing support & collaboration of this wonderful 
congregation.  We certainly feel the love! 

* Lasagna Dinner:  The Youth were extremely excited to see such 

a great turn out and number of takeout orders for the Lasagna 
Dinner on 3/31.  Thank you for coming out to support the Youth 
Group during the Lasagna Dinner.  The youth made a profit of 
$1601.67.  This will help in reaching their goal for the National 
Youth Gathering.  Thank you!! 

 

April & May 

* The Youth Group volunteer event for Beaver Creek was                   

cancelled due to weather in April.  We are looking forward to 
rescheduling in May and helping them out. 

* Monthly National Youth Gathering meetings continue to occur, 

to help plan and ensure reservations are made for attendance 
for Houston, TX.  National Youth Gathering meetings are 
5/18/2022, and 6/15/2022 at 6:30 PM in the fellowship hall. 

* Last day of youth group will be May 8, 2022. 

* Mother’s Day Spring Flower Sale:  The youth are excited to 

bring back the Mother Day Spring Flowers and are accepting  
orders now through May 1st. There are many different varieties 
of flower baskets, pots, and flats available.  Proceeds from the 
fundraiser will go towards the National Youth Gathering in   
Houston, TX in July 2022.  Order forms are located in the               
hallway on the first floor with a drop box to place completed 
order forms and payment.  Orders are due by Sunday, May 1st. 

Delivery date and pickup will be on Saturday, May 7th from 8 
AM - 12 Noon. Or pickup ONLY on May 8th after church. If you 
have any questions, please contact Rick Thole. Thank you for 
your support! 
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ALL ABOARD! 
VBS at Our Redeemer! 

AUGUST 15 - 18, 2022 

9-11 AM 

Free!  Free!  Free!   

Register at:  www.orlcms.net 

601 Fall Street, Eau Claire, WI 54703 

To become part of the team contact: 

Jan Kunert at 715-579-8002! 

HEARTS FOR JESUS CAMPAIGN!  
The Our Redeemer Sunday School collected donations from 
Sunday School students, parents and congregation                   
members for the Hearts for Jesus campaign.    

The donated monies this year were earmarked for the 
Atonement Lutheran Elementary School located in                   
Metairie, Louisiana.  The School and adjoining church had 
suffered damage from Hurricane Ida.  

Gene Menzel, the LCMS Education Executive for the               
Southern District, was the contact person who sent                   
information and pictures about the school.    

Due to the generosity of the Our Redeemer Sunday School 
students, staff and congregation, $200.00 was sent to the 
Atonement Lutheran Elementary School!    

mailto:churchoffice@orlcms.net
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Church Cookbook Wisdom 
These 12 Sayings from the good old days still ring true today! 

Timeless words of wisdom from dustyoldthing.com by Rose Heichelbech 

Our parents had a lot of sayings when we were growing up! And they still apply to situations today! 
They may sound old-fashioned to some people, but there’s a lot of wisdom in these sayings from back 
in the day. These are some of the sayings we heard nearly every day. Read on for words of wisdom 
from generations past.  

12) THAT DOG WON’T HUNT 

 Back when dogs were used for hunting this phrase had a lot of weight. A dog that wouldn’t hunt 
had no place on the farm, much like bad excuses and useless items.  

11) PATIENCE IS A VIRTUE 

 Possess it if you can…found seldom in a woman and never in a man.  

10) IF WISHES WERE HORSES 

 …then beggars would ride. Maybe some of you grew up with “If wishes were fishes, we’d all 
swim.”  

9) SILENCE IS GOLDEN 

 Oh, how many times did we hear this one growing up? Too many to count. It’s still true, though.  

8) IF EVERYONE ELSE JUMPED OFF A CLIFF, WOULD YOU? 

 This phrase was a favorite of teachers across the country when we were young!  

7) A BIRD IN THE HAND IS WORTH TWO IN THE BUSH 

 Still useful, even if we’re not hunting birds so often these days! 

6) A PENNY SAVED IS A PENNY EARNED 

 Anyone who lived through the Depression had this saying etched in their mind and it’s helpful 
for those wanting to save today. With all the in-app purchases and online deals it’s hard to remember 
that all those pennies add up.  

5) SILK PURSE FROM A SOW’S EAR 

 This one’s a bit rough, but most of us had plenty of experiences like this growing up. We had to 
make do with what was on hand and it taught us to be creative.  

4) DON’T BORROW TROUBLE 

 This is one for the ages! Of all the things we cannot see coming down the road, trouble is one 
thing we never need more of! That means treating people with respect and keeping gossip to yourself, 
among other things.  

3) A WATCHED POT NEVER BOILS 

 Truer words were never spoken. The watching just seems to make it take longer!  

2) BETTER TO BEND THAN TO BREAK 

 We don’t hear this often enough these days, but it applies to so many areas of life. It’s amazing 
what a little compromise can get you.  

1) MAKE HAY WHILE THE SUN SHINES 

 If you waste time your opportunity might disappear. Seems like we heard this one all the time!  



 9 

 

Did we miss your birthday or anniversary?  Is there an error in your                      
information?  Please help us by submitting your corrections to                        
ChurchOffice@ORLCMS.net   

Also, if you have had any contact information change, please remember to 
update the church office! ~ Holly 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

Editorial Policy & Monthly Newsletter Deadline 
Note:  Together in Ministry is a publication of Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Church.  The editorial staff reserves the right to screen and edit all                        
submissions.  If you have articles or meeting dates to submit for the                     
newsletter, please send them electronically (churchoffice@orlcms.net) or 
written to the church office, marked for the monthly newsletter, to be     
received no later than the third Sunday of the month.  This helps us get to 
publish and distribute in a timely manner. 

The deadline for the June Newsletter is May 23rd, 2022. 

Congregation Special Days 

 May 1 Joyce Luchterhand 

 May 2 George Sturgis 

 May 3 Mary Kaufman 

 May 3 Judy Meyer 

 May 3 Ginny Shepler 

 May 4 Luther Grohn 

 May 5 Lou Ann Knuth 

 May 5 Inge Martinson 

 May 6 Kathryn Rud 

 May 6 Emily Vorpahl 

 May 7 Paul Bearrows 

 May 7 Polly Jensen 

 May 7 Liam Luebke 

 May 7 Bradley Nelson 

 May 8 Carolyn Kaiser 

 May 9 Aaron Fisher 

 May 11 Susan Berg 

 May 11 Doreen Huse 

 May 12 Rick Schunk 

 May 13 Angie Zirngibl 

 May 14 Susan Fisher 

 May 14 Kathy Wiese 

 May 14 John Zirngibl 

 May 15 Linda Nelson 

 May 15 Elaine Richards 

 May 15 James Schwiebert 

 May 15 Terry Strand 

 May 16 Eileen Rowell 

 May 18 Kolton Nordby 

 May 19 Jeffrey Johnson 

 May 19 Samantha Wensel 

 May 20 Tami Zirngibl 

 May 22 Samantha Johnson 

 May 23 Sydney Kurvers 

 May 23 Leon Rude 

 May 24 Muriel Storm 

 May 25 Virginia Grohn 

 May 25 Elijah Hilbert 

 May 26 Patricia Reed 

 May 27 Ann Schroeder 

 May 1 Charles & Lou Ann Knuth - 51 years 

 May 1 Jason & Saprena Kurvers - 18 years 

 May 4 Dustin & Amanda Griffin - 9 years 

 May 6 Gary & Dianne Green - 61 years 

 May 18 Wayne & Tammy Franson - 20 years 

 May 18 Bob & Judy Strader - 37 years 

 May 19 Rev. Jeff & Renee Carlson - 1 year 

 May 26 Greg & Mona Grimm - 32 years 
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May 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Blessing Box Sunday 
8:30AM  
Traditional Worship 
w/HC 
9:35AM  
Sunday School, & 
Youth Group 
10:35AM  
Acoustic Worship w/
HC 

2 
4:00PM  
ZOOM Book Club 

3 
3:15-5:45PM  
ButterBraid Order 
Pickup 

4 
9:30AM  
Adult Bible                  
Discussion 
5:30PM  
Confirmation Class 
6:00PM  
Jubilate Choir, & 
Youth Leader’s Mtg. 

5 
Cinco de Mayo 
 
1:30PM  
LWML Meeting 

6 7 
8:00AM-12:00PM  
Mother’s Day Spring 
Flower Sale Order 
Pickup & Delivery 

8 
Mother’s Day 
 
8:30AM  
Traditional Worship 
9:30AM  
Sunday School, & 
Youth Group 
10:35AM  
Acoustic Worship  

9 10 
5:30PM  
Board of Elders 
Meeting 

11 
9:30AM  
Adult Bible                  
Discussion 
5:30PM  
Confirmation Class 
6:00PM  
Jubilate Choir 

12 13 14 
 

15 
9:30AM  
Confirmation    
Worship w/HC 
10:30AM  
Confirmation               
Fellowship 

16 17 
6:30PM  
Board of Youth & 
Children’s Ministry 
Meeting 

18 
9:30AM  
Adult Bible Discussion 
5:30PM  
Daycare/Preschool 
Board Meeting 
6:00PM  
Jubilate Choir 
6:30PM  
Youth Gathering Mtg 

19 
5:30PM  
Finance                         
Committee                   
Meeting 

20 21 
8:30AM  
New Members       
Information                
Meeting /                     
Orientation 

22 
RELP 25th                    
Anniversary                   
Celebration 
 
8:30AM  
Traditional Worship  
10:35AM  
Acoustic Worship  
1:15PM 
Sunday School End 
of Year Celebration 

23 
June Newsletter                
Submission                  
Deadline 
 
6:30PM  
Church Council 
Meeting 

24 25 
9:30AM  
Adult Bible                  
Discussion 
6:00PM  
Jubilate Choir 

26 
The Ascension of 
Our Lord 
 
RELP End of Year 
Celebration /
Graduation 
 
7:00PM  
Ascension Worship 

27 28 
 

29 
8:30AM  
Traditional Worship  
10:35AM  
Acoustic Worship  

30 
Memorial Day - 
RELP & Church 
Office Closed 

31     

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
601 Fall Street 
Eau Claire, WI 54703 
715-835-5239 
churchoffice@orlcms.net 

May 
Sunshine & Blue Skies & Springtime Bouquets, 

Light Hearts & Laughter & Bright, Happy Days… 

Dogwoods are Blooming, Young Hatchlings appear. 

May is such a lovely time of the year! 


