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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

It was a little over two years ago that the term Covid-19 came into the 

vocabulary of the world. It was a little under two years ago that the term 

Covid-19 came into the vocabulary and ministry of Our Redeemer                  

Lutheran Church. It was during Lent 2020 that street traffic was visibly 
lessened, restaurants shut down and sanctuaries became empty echoes 

of past hymns sung. 

Armed with the phrase, “Finding new ways to do old things!”, as the 
Steward of the Altar and Spiritual leader of our church I, along with the 

help of so many people and your congregational leaders, set out on a 

mission to continue to bring Christ to you and your family. Primary of 
these was ramping up our online virtual worship opportunities. With the 

help of Chris Vasterling, Jim and Sue Schwiebert, Kara Grottke,                 

Jeanne Kolis and Holly Volkman we succeeded in using the internet as an 

incredible vehicle for the Holy Gospel. 

Now, just short of two years later, I spent a couple of weeks in February 

fighting and recovering from Covid. It has been a challenging battle to 

say the least. Yet, outside the physical difficulties involved with Covid, I 
had an epiphany…a paradigm shift…to see something from a different 

perspective. Because of Covid, this time it was me separated from the 

Fellowship of believers. This time it was me who was not able to connect 

with the congregation I love so dearly. There was a huge part of my life 

that seemed to be missing. And at that point I knew what it must have 
been like for many of you when we did not have in person worship. 

Paul writes in his first letter to the church in Corinth,  
12 The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up 
one whole body. So it is with the body of Christ. 13 Some of us are 

Jews, some are Gentiles,[a] some are slaves, and some are free. 

But we have all been baptized into one body by one Spirit, and we 

all share the same Spirit. (1 Corinthians 12:12-13) 

We have all been baptized into that one body of Christ. In order for it to 

function correctly it needs all of the parts to be working. Likewise, each 

of us as parts, need the body as a whole. A finger does not work apart 
from the body. Nor does a foot run without the rest of the body.  

I joke about, “Watching PJ in your pj’s” on Sunday mornings. Our God is 
a God of community and conversation. Now, after having been physically 

separated from the fellowship of you, my brothers and sisters in His              

ministry, I am resolved more than ever that we are called to gather               

TOGETHER in His name, whenever we can. 

In His Grip, 

Pastor Jeff 
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Church Cookbook Wisdom 
WELCOME, MARCH! 

 

Sometimes God answers prayers in ways we don’t expect.  Rick and I had a trip planned to 
visit my sister in Florida.  I had an appointment to see my doctor before we left on this trip.  The 
appointment was rescheduled then pushed off into March.  We had to make a decision and decided 
to go on the trip.  We had a great time!  My sisters neighbor had a wheelchair that allowed us to 
get around so much easier and faster.  We went to the Manatee Center in Apollo Beach and saw 
over one hundred manatees and rays in the river.  The next day we had lunch at a beach-side    
restaurant and went out on the pier across from it and enjoyed the 70° weather.  Rick even             
painted my sisters living room. The airport staff was extremely helpful getting us through the             
airports.  However, everyone who saw me said my symptoms were getting worse and my sister said 
I should see my doctor as soon as we got home.  I did and was put into the hospital with swelling 
on the left side of my brain.  As I think back on it I can’t tell you how many times I said, “God 
watches over us” and was amazed at how many positive responses I received.  People would tell 
me their stories of how God is watching over them.  Such a short phrase can share God’s love with 
other people.   

God answered my prayers when he allowed us to go to Florida, do what we wanted to do, and    
returned us safely home.  He is also answering my prayer of why my health was deteriorating.  God 
has a plan for us all and he takes care of us so don’t be afraid to open up and share.  Enjoy this 
month’s cookbook items. 

Joan (with the help of Rick) 
 

  If God brings you to it He will help you through it. 
 

  The Lord sometimes takes us into troubled waters, 

 Not to drown us , but to cleanse us. 
 

  When you were a child did your heart skip a beat 

 When a sweet aroma singled a treat? 

 There’s nothing like homemade bread and cakes 

 Just like grandma used to make. 
 

  If you see someone without a smile – 

 Give him one of yours. 
 

  When things go wrong through all the day long, 

 Mother tells me there’s no use in crying. 

 She’ll open a new bag of patience tomorrow, 

 And I’ll start a new day of trying. 
 

  Happiness is a habit – cultivate it. 
 

  Most of the stumbling blocks people complain about 

 Are under their hats. 
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Midweek Lenten Worship 2022 
In addition to our regular Sunday worship services at 8:30 and 10:35 AM: 

March 2 - John the Baptist 

 Ash Wednesday Worship at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM 

March 9 - Mary, the Sister of Lazarus and Martha 

 Midweek Lenten Worship at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM 

March 16 - Malchus 

 Midweek Lenten Worship at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM 

March 23 - Peter 

 Midweek Lenten Worship at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM 

March 30 - Barabbas 

 Midweek Lenten Worship at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM 

April 6 - Pontius Pilate 

 Midweek Lenten Worship at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM 

Holy Week Worship 2022 
April 10 

 Palm Sunday Worship at 8:30 AM and 10:35 AM 

April 14 

 Maundy Thursday Worship at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM 

April 15 

 Good Friday Worship at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM 

April 17 

 Easter Sunday Worship at 6:30 AM, 8:30 AM, and 10:30 AM 

 

Hosted by the Board of Elders 

Palm Sunday, April 10 

serving 9:00 - 10:30 AM 

Menu Includes: pancakes, sausage,                            

apple sauce, coffee & milk 

free will offering accepted 

 

Palm Sunday     

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pancake Breakfast 

We are excited to welcome back our weekly Lenten Suppers. 

The youth group will be hosting soup suppers on Wednesday 

nights through the Lent season as a fund raiser. 

Please join us March 9, 16, 23, 30, & April 6.  

Serving time: 5:30 to 6:30 PM 
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Redeemer Early Learning Programs News 
Ruthanne Vadnais - phone: 715-835-9207 or email: daycare@orlcms.net 

Butter Braid Fundraiser 
Redeemer Early Learning Programs is once 
again participating in the Butter Braid    
pastries fundraiser March 28 - April 12. The 
braids come in seven delectable flavors, 
plus they also have caramel rolls!  Proceeds 
from the fundraiser will go towards the  
purchase of new playground equipment.  
There will be an order form located in the 
hallway on the first floor.  Orders are due 
by Tuesday, April 12. 

Delivery date and PRODUCT PICKUP will be 
on Tuesday, May 3 between the hours of 
3:15 - 5:45 PM. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact Ruthanne.  
Thanks for your support! 

2022-2023 Preschool Registration 
Registration for the 2022-2023 school year is now open for 
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church members and for current 
families enrolled at Redeemer Early Learning Programs.  
The 3 year old class will meet 3 days per week on Mondays, 
Tuesdays & Thursdays.  Children must be 3 years old by  
September 1, 2022.  Class hours are 9:00 - 11:30 AM. Tuition 
will be $1215.00 for the school year ($135.00 per month). 
We also offer a 4K program through the Eau Claire Area 
School District.  Your child must be 4 years old by Sept. 1, 
2022.  You must complete the online application at 
www.ecasd.us.  Students in 4K will meet Monday through 
Thursday either in the AM (8:00-11:30 AM.) or PM (12:45-
4:15 PM.). There is no charge for the 4K program. For more 
information on enrolling your child in our programs and 
availability please contact Ruthanne Vadnais. 

Calling All Book Worms 
RELP is holding a Scholastic Preschool 
Book Fair March 28 - April 1. Hours for the 
book fair will be Monday - Friday:  8 AM - 
5:30 PM.  Come and check out a great  
selection of books for your family and help 
the daycare/preschool earn new books for 
their programs! 

I often sit and wish that I 

Could be a kite up in the sky, 

And ride upon the breeze and go 

Whichever way I chanced to blow. 

~ unknown ~ 
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Wednesday Morning Adult                
Bible Discussion Group 

The Adult Bible Discussion Group meets on   
Wednesdays at 9:30AM in the Fellowship Hall. 
Please consider joining us. 

Ark Experience & Creation Museum Adventure 
We have had many people who, because of health 
reasons, have backed out of the trip. As such, we 
no longer have the minimum number of people 
needed for the tour to go. Sadly, as of Thursday, 
2/10, I had to cancel the trip. For those who made 
deposits, refunds will be coming in 2-3 weeks.  PJ 

LWML 
 MARK YOUR CALENDAR  

LWML will be having the March meeting on                 
Thursday, March 3rd at 1:30 PM in the church               
basement.  Connie Johnson will lead the Bible 
Study of Setting our Focus found on page 20 of the 
Winter Quarterly.  As Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League turns 80 this year, we will also be                         
participating with a project of Thanksgiving for 
these 80 years.  Come listen to ideas and take part!  
What’s your 80?    

We will also be planning the details needed as we 
are the host of the spring rally. If you have folders, 
pens, notepads, etc.  Please bring them along.  

We welcome all ladies of Our Redeemer to join 
with us.  
 

 SAVE THE DATE!  

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, zone 9 spring 
rally is set for Our Redeemer on Saturday morning 
April 23, 2022.   Pastor Jeff Kazmierski, of                       
St. Matthews in Eau Claire is our keynote speaker.  
As a seminary student, he had many firsthand    
experiences and is grateful for the work of the              
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League.  This is will 
be an opportunity for us as attendees to review the 
LWML’s mission.  

Choir News & Notes 
The season of Lent begins on March 2 with Ash 
Wednesday.  That means Our Redeemer will be 
having two services on Wednesdays, one at 11 am 
and one at 7 pm.  Therefore, our choir rehearsals 
will be moved to 5:45 pm on Wednesdays in March. 
There will still be a music-reading review before 
choir at 5:25 pm.  

If you would like to join us for choir, please be fully 
vaccinated, ready to wear a mask when singing, 
and be willing to social distance.  (Good masks 
made specifically for singing can be purchased 
online.) Then, let me know of your intentions at 
jekolis@hotmail.com or 715-491-7824.   

The organ has been working erratically lately. 
When it was evaluated by the technician, it was 
found to have no problems with the pipes, and so 
playing it will not be a problem, unless it begins to 
make the funny noises again.  The technician thinks 
the problem lies in some of the computer/
electrical functions and will be back to fix those 
issues soon. 

Blessings on your reflections on Lent! 

In Jesus’ Love,  

Jeanne 

Thrivent Choice 

Don’t forget! If you’re an eligible 
Thrivent client and have Choice Dollars® 
available to direct, please keep Our Redeemer in 
mind. For more info or to direct Choice Dollars, call 
800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice.” All 2021 
donations must be directed before March 31, 2022. 

Quilting 
Quilters will meet on Saturdays, March 5, 
12, and 19 at 1 PM. Quilters, please RSVP to 
Connie Johnson at 715-834-6338. 

mailto:jekolis@hotmail.com
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Sunday School  
Sunday School has started learning about                   
kindness as a fruit of the Spirit. We will learn 
how to spread kindness and what being kind 
means to us in terms of Jesus and the Bible.  We 
will also continue to drop our pennies into the 
youth group's penny drive. March is going to be a 
low-key (but fun) month for us as we prepare 
for Easter in April! 

Youth Group Updates: 

 The Hot Dish Cookoff was a success and so 

much fun!  Congratulations to all the winners 
Thank you to everyone that participated and 
supported our Youth Group in raising $267.00. 

 Best Hot Dish:  1st - Brenda Bennett 

    2nd - Ede Strand 
 

 Best Salad:  1st - Ede Stand 

    2nd - Stacy Nordby 
 

 Best Dessert:  1st: Vickie Melville 

    2nd: Amanda Bennett 

 The next event will be the Lasagna Dinner. The 

Lasagna Dinner will be held on March 31, 2022, 
from 5 - 7 PM in the church fellowship hall.  
Additional information will be communicated 
through the Parish News as we get closer to the 
date.   

 The Youth Group will be helping prep and serve 

the Lenten Dinners this year.  Lenten Dinners 
will be held every Wednesday evening, March 9 
through April 6.   

 The Youth Group will also be volunteering at 

the ECCT (Eau Claire Children’s Theater) on 
February 25, 2022. 

 COMING SOON!  Second Annual Mother's Day 

Flower Sale is back!  Look forward to additional 
information in early April on how to order your 
flowers. 

From the LCMS Office of Pastoral Education: 
Do you know any young man who would make a great 
pastor? How about someone who would be a great 
Lutheran school teacher, deaconess or DCE? Jesus 
gives His church people who work full time in service 
to the Gospel. He told us to pray for such workers. 
The LCMS continues to pray, and has begun Set Apart 
to Serve (SAS), an intentional effort to encourage 
young people to consider church work as their                    
career. Your opinion can help improve SAS. Please 
fill out a brief survey at lcms.org/set-apart-to-serve-
survey by March 15, and let us know how you think 
SAS can be beneficial to your congregation. Thank 
you. 

https://www.lcms.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.lcms.org%2fset-apart-to-serve-survey&srcid=146982&srctid=1&erid=3ef92e69-2db7-470b-b7dd-a67f94a3ad49&trid=3ef92e69-2db7-470b-b7dd-a67f94a3ad49
https://www.lcms.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.lcms.org%2fset-apart-to-serve-survey&srcid=146982&srctid=1&erid=3ef92e69-2db7-470b-b7dd-a67f94a3ad49&trid=3ef92e69-2db7-470b-b7dd-a67f94a3ad49
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Did we miss your birthday or anniversary?  Is there an error in your information?  Please help us by                    
submitting your corrections to ChurchOffice@ORLCMS.net   

Also, if you have had any contact information change, please remember to update the church office!          
~ Holly 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

Editorial Policy & Monthly Newsletter Deadline 
Note:  Together in Ministry is a publication of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church.  The editorial staff reserves 
the right to screen and edit all submissions.  If you have articles or meeting dates to submit for the                 
newsletter, please send them electronically (churchoffice@orlcms.net) or written to the church office, 
marked for the monthly newsletter, to be received no later than the third Sunday of the month.  This helps 
us get to publish and distribute in a timely manner. 

The deadline for the April Newsletter is March 21st, 2022. 

Congregation Special Days 

 Mar 11 Don & Jean Ginder - 55 years 

 Mar 17 Michael Nelson & Stacy Martin - 3 years 

 Mar 20 Rod & Jan Bathke - 12 years 

 Mar 20 Corey & Deb Sommer - 12 years 

 Mar 21 Harland & Edna Carlson - 58 years 

 Mar 27 Gene & Jean Ann Franson - 68 years 

 Mar 1 Mona Grimm 

 Mar 1 Sharon Vogler 

 Mar 2 Jennifer Stelter 

 Mar 3 Allen Webb 

 Mar 3 Jalynn Wilcox 

 Mar 5 Melissa Brazeau 

 Mar 6 Graham Mittlestadt 

 Mar 6 Ede Strand 

 Mar 6 Sylvia Westerberg 

 Mar 7 Marceleen Brenner 

 Mar 7 Jo Olson 

 Mar 9 Joleen Bourget 

 Mar 11 Richard Kleist 

 Mar 12 Mia Vorpahl 

 Mar 15 Dwayne Fricke 

 Mar 17 Nancy Bergerson 

 Mar 17 Tiffani Crownhart 

 Mar 17 Gene Franson 

 Mar 18 Thomas Danielson 

 Mar 19 Vicki Anderson 

 Mar 19 Brandon Crownhart 

 Mar 20 Marvin Vogler 

 Mar 21 Jeff Bleick 

 Mar 21 Barbara Running 

 Mar 23 Mark Isham 

 Mar 29 Kayla Hagedorn 

 Mar 30 Alexandria Brazeau 

 Mar 31 Dorothy Isham 

May your blessings outnumber                    
the shamrocks that grow, and may 
trouble avoid you wherever you go. 

~ Irish Blessing 



 8 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
6:15PM  
Dartball 

2    Ash Wednesday
 

9:30AM  
Adult Bible Discussion 
11:00AM  
Ash Wed. Worship 
5:30PM  
Lenten Supper, & 
Confirmation Class 
5:45PM  
Jubilate Choir 
6:00PM  
Youth Leader’s Mtg. 
7:00PM  
Ash Wed. Worship 

3 
1:30PM  
LWML Meeting 
 

4 5 
1:00PM  
Quilting 

6 
Blessing Box Sunday
 
8:30AM  
Traditional Worship 
w/HC 
9:35AM  
Sunday School, & 
Youth Group 
10:35AM  
Acoustic Worship 
w/HC 

7 8 
5:30PM  
Board of Elders 
Meeting 
6:15PM  
Dartball 

9 
9:30AM  
Adult Bible Discussion 
11:00AM  
Lenten Worship I 
5:30PM  
Lenten Supper, & 
Confirmation Class 
5:45PM  
Jubilate Choir 
7:00PM  
Lenten Worship I 

10 11 12 
1:00PM  
Quilting 

13 
8:30AM  
Traditional Worship  
9:35AM  
Sunday School, & 
Youth Group 
10:35AM  
Acoustic Worship  

14 15 
6:30PM  
Board of Youth & 
Children’s Ministry 
Meeting 

16 
9:30AM  
Adult Bible Discussion 
11:00AM  
Lenten Worship II 
5:30PM  
Lenten Supper, & 
Confirmation Class 
5:45PM  
Jubilate Choir 
6:30PM  
Youth Gathering Mtg 
7:00PM  
Lenten Worship II 

17 18 19 
1:00PM  
Quilting 

20 
8:30AM  
Traditional Worship 
w/HC 
10:35AM  
Acoustic Worship 
w/HC 

21 
March Newsletter                
Submission                  
Deadline 

22 23 
9:30AM  
Adult Bible Discussion 
11:00AM  
Lenten Worship III 
5:30PM  
Lenten Supper 
5:45PM  
Jubilate Choir 
7:00PM  
Lenten Worship III 

24 
5:30PM  
Finance                         
Committee                   
Meeting 

25 26 
Knuth Wedding 

 
 

27 
8:30AM  
Traditional Worship  
9:35AM  
Sunday School, & 
Youth Group 
10:35AM  
Acoustic Worship  

28 
RELP Book Fair 
 
6:30PM  
Church Council 
Meeting 

29 
RELP Book Fair 

30 
RELP Book Fair 
 
9:30AM  
Adult Bible Discussion 
11:00AM  
Lenten Worship IV 
5:30PM  
Lenten Supper, & 
Confirmation Class 
5:45PM  
Jubilate Choir 
7:00PM  
Lenten Worship IV 

31 
RELP Book Fair 
 
5:00PM  
Youth Group Lasagna 
Dinner Fundraiser 

  

March 2022 
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