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Our Redeemer                                                            
Together in Ministry 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Happy New Year! 

According to Forbes Magazine, 45% of Americans make New Year resolutions. 
The Top 10 for 2014 were as follows: 

Forbes goes on to say that, only 8% of 
those who made a resolution actually 
achieve that goal.  However, as I look at 
this list, it saddens me that nowhere is 
God represented.  “I’m going to pray    
every day.”; “I’m going to help my  
neighbor…..whomever it is.”; “I am going 
to become active in the ministry of my 
church.”  Those are just three simple  
resolutions that popped up out  of my 
head.  

Wouldn’t it be awesome if we, as the 
congregants of Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, each resolved to simply do at 
least one of the things I just listed?  Can you spare one or two minutes each 
day to bow your head and give thanks to God for what he has first given to you? 
To not simply say to others, “I’ll keep you in my prayers”, but to ACTUALLY 
PRAY FOR THEM?  Can you be observant of the needs of those within your 
neighborhoods; and then actually help them? How can you - and are you willing 
to - step up and become an active part of the ministries of Our Redeemer                  
Lutheran Church?  

Christ does not call His Church to a membership of His Country Club.  Rather He 
calls us to be the Church; to be His body; to DO His work.  Which body part are 
you?  Where are you willing to answer your Savior’s call and plug in here at Our 
Redeemer?  If you have no ideas where to plug in, ask.  We will try to match 
you up with your interests and skill sets. 

This New Year, I challenge 100% of our congregation here at Our Redeemer   
Lutheran Church to make a Resolution that gives Glory to God.  

In the Grip of God’s Grace, 

Pastor Jeff Carlson  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
Beginning Sunday, January 17th, we will be holding a 10 AM In-Person worship 

service with the following guidelines: 

 You will come in the Churchill Street entrance only. 

 You will be greeted by an Elder who will take your temperature. 

 You will be directed to go in the front door to the sanctuary and then   

seated by someone.  This seating will be according to social distancing 
guidelines.  (Please take your coat/jacket with you as Narthex will not be 
accessible.)  (Continued on Page 2) 
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2021 
1 Lose Weight 

2 Getting Organized 

3 Spend Less, Save More 

4 Enjoy Life to the Fullest 

5 Staying Fit and Healthy 

6 Learn Something Exciting 

7 Quit Smoking 

8 Help Others in Their Dreams 

9 Fall in Love 

10 Spend More Time with Family 

mailto:PastorJeff@orlcms.net%20
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CHURCH COOKBOOK WISDOM 
Around New Year's Eve, newspapers, magazines, commentators and us                     
common folk often do a "Review of the Past Year".  I hope you are all able 
to pick out some bright spots to reflect on.  It will certainly be a year we              
remember. 

This month's cookbook items are from the 1983 Heritage Cookbook compiled 
by the Washington County Extension Homemakers.  It's a collection of old  
family recipes. There was a Leb Kuchen recipe which included potash and      
ammonium carbonate and was to be stored in a tight container for a 
month before using.  It says it was a family favorite -but I don't think I'll be 
trying it out!  Happy New Year and God's blessings to you all.  Joan W. 

 A recipe that is not shared with others will soon be forgotten.  But when it's shared, it will be enjoyed 
by future generations. 

 Happiness is like potato salad....when you share it with others, it's a picnic. 

 In bread-making, as in baseball, there is nothing like a good batter in the hour of knead. 

 It is said that you will not be troubled with many flies if you keep geraniums growing in the house. 
Then why not have more flowers and less flies. 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP  
(Continued from Page 1) 

 The service will be a spoken service only (no 
congregational singing).  

 The order of worship will be printed on a single 
page handout. 

 Following the service you will be dismissed by 
an usher/elder.  Please exit the Churchill doors 
immediately so there are no close gatherings of 
people. 

*** IF YOU ARE NOT FEELING WELL (IN ANY WAY), 
OR IF YOU HAVE BEEN IN CONTACT WITH SOMEONE 
WHO HAS TESTED POSITIVE, PLEASE STAY HOME! 

Moving forward into February, the services will be 
held on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month.  Holy 
Communion will be available on the 3rd Sunday of 
the month as we have been doing.  Holy                          
Communion will be available in the Sanctuary from 
approximately 10:40 AM until 11:30 AM. This is to 
allow those who are in the 10 AM service to                   
commune as they are leaving the service. 

In the event you test positive after you have                    
attended the 10 AM worship, or communion, please 
notify us as soon as possible so that we can notify 
those who were in attendance, as warranted. 

I realize this is not a worship service like we are 
accustomed to holding.  However, it is a step in the 
right direction.  As people receive the two doses of 
the vaccine, and the Covid numbers are going in 
the right direction, my prayer is we can continue to 
take measured steps forward. 

The 8:30 AM livestream service will also continue. 

ANNUAL VOTERS MEETING 
The annual voters meeting will be on Sunday,                    
January 24, at 10:00 AM in the sanctuary.  We ask 
that you arrive around 9:45 AM.  Elders will be at 
the door to take your temperature, masks will be 
required, and seating will be arranged to adhere to 
social distancing guidelines.  If you’re feeling sick, 
please do not attend.  If you cannot attend, or wish 
to stay home, we will provide a live stream of the 
meeting for viewing remotely.  Items on the agenda 
will include approval of the 2021 budget, and                 
elections of the following Church Council positions: 

· Congregation Vice President - candidates needed 

· Chair of Board of Trustees – candidates needed 

· Financial Secretary – candidate: Dale Ginder 

If you have any questions regarding the openings or 
open position responsibilities, please contact Aaron 
Volkman for more information.  His email address is 
strumminguy@hotmail.com.   

On the following pages you will find the proposed 
budget for 2021 that has been approved by the 
church council.  If you have any questions regarding 
the budget please direct them to Treasurer Paul 
Seipel pfseipel@gmail.com prior to the meeting. 

E.L.F.  Annual Meeting 
The Epiphany Lutheran Foundation's annual                  
meeting will take place in conjunction with the  
voters meeting on January 24.  If you are interested 
in serving on the board, please contact Mona Grimm 
ELF President at mgrhs84@gmail.com or                            
715-559-2392.  It is a 3 year term and the board 
meets quarterly. 

mailto:strumminguy@hotmail.com
mailto:pfseipel@gmail.com
mailto:mgrhs84@gmail.com
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Youth and Children’s                           
Ministries News 

 On Sunday, December 20th, 

after the online service, 
there was a short video 
presentation in place of a 
Sunday school / Youth       
Christmas program.  It was 
really fun to see everyone!  
On that same Sunday, we 
had a Zoom happy birthday 
party for Jesus!  We watched 
the Christmas program 
online, listened to a book, 
had a scavenger hunt, and played Christmas   
Bingo.  It was fun to talk to everyone and be silly                  
together.  Our “Sunday School Facebook Page” 
has weekly updates, lessons, & announcements.  
Our lesson theme for January is BAPTISM.  Be 
sure to register your child in Sunday School at 
www.orlcms.net to receive your supplies.  Email 
our Sunday School superintendent, Brie, at                                    
brieannevasterling@yahoo.com for volunteering 
or with questions. 

 Emily Bleick is leading a 

monthly devotion on the 
“Our Redeemer Youth    
Facebook Page.” She is 
looking for any volunteers 
to take action, help out, or 
join in! Emily is hoping to 
host an online youth game 
night soon. Email Emily at zzem26@gmail.com. 

 A Zoom planning meeting will be held for all        

involved with education and children on Sunday, 
January 10th, at 11:00 AM. Contact Brie                     
Vasterling if you wish to obtain the link by   
emailing brieannevasterling@yahoo.com. 

A PERSONAL NOTE: 
We have not been together as a congregation for 
quite a while.  As you are aware, time has not 
stood still for any of us.  As such, I felt the need to 
formally bring you up to date on large changes that 
have taken place in the life of your pastor. 

Last December (2019) there was a change in my 
family status.  In December, 2019, over a year ago, 
I became separated.  As I have directly stated in 
Daily Devotions and occasionally in my messages, 
2020 led to a divorce. 

However, 2020 has not been all bad for me.  Over 
the last few months, although many of you already 
know this, I do have a friend that I enjoy spending 
time with.  Renee has been a huge unexpected 
blessing from God, for me, and my entire family, 
especially during this time of Covid.  Renee is            
extremely excited to get involved with the church 
and to meet all of you.  

This season of Covid has been a challenging one for 
all of us. I want to thank church leadership, and 
dear friends within the congregation, who have 
been beacons of light, strength and scriptural                
wisdom during the events of this past year. 

My prayer is this, “Heavenly Father, May 2021 be a 
‘kinder, gentler’ year for all of us. In Jesus name 
we pray, AMEN!” 

Pastor Jeff  

                  Book Club 
Hello, Book Club friends! Here are 
some of the good reads that I have 
enjoyed during the past few months.  

“The Vanishing Half” by Brit Bennett 

“The Book of Lost Names” by Kristin Harmel 

“The Stationery Shop” by Marjan Kamali 

“The Book of Longings” by Sue Monk Kidd 

“Million Billion: Brief Essays…” by Michael Perry 

“The Book of Lost Friends” by Lisa Wingate 

When it is safe to use our church library again, I’d 
like to add these titles to our collection. Until then, 
you can find out more about these titles and                       
request them from the Public Library MORE                     
catalog:  https://more.bibliocommons.com/ 

Our Public Library is circulating books and providing 
services very safely. 

Please share titles that you have been reading with 
us. Connie Johnson has recommended “Anxious        
People” by Fredrik Backman. I’m still waiting for 
my turn to read it. 

Merry Christmas! 

Linda Stelter 

Thank you for directing Thrivent Choice Dollars® 

Thanks to all Thrivent clients with membership who 
directed Thrivent Choice Dollars® to Our Redeemer.  
In 2020 we received $3,511.00 from Thrivent!  If you 
have Thrivent Choice Dollars to direct, please              
consider supporting Our Redeemer at Thrivent 
Choice | Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. 

mailto:brieannevasterling@yahoo.com
mailto:brieannevasterling@yahoo.com
https://more.bibliocommons.com/
https://service.thrivent.com/apps/ThriventChoiceMemberWeb/public/orgDetails/100244191205
https://service.thrivent.com/apps/ThriventChoiceMemberWeb/public/orgDetails/100244191205
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Memorials & Gifts  

Designated Giving 
Copies of the Memorials & Gifts - 
Designated Giving Information Sheet 
are available in the church office. 

Clubs on “Pause” 
Book Club 

LWML 

Men’s Bible Breakfast 

Quilting 

Senior Breakfast 

Senior Fellowship 

Women’s Reflection & Fellowship 

Lutheran World Relief 

Welcome 2021!  Now what? 

We have depleted our supply of school 
bags so now we can start making more!  If you 
have any good heavier weight material                             
appropriate for school bags, we will be in need of 
that as well as help to sew the bags.  Monetary 
donations are also welcome anytime for those who 
would like to contribute in that way.  Thanks to 
everyone who contributed in any way to our                  
Lutheran World Relief efforts in 2020. 

Choir News & Notes 
Hello to all and a blessed 2021!  
The days are getting longer, and 
the Spring season will be soon 
upon us; two good reasons to 
smile.  The best reason of all to 
smile is that our God has promised to be always with 
us.  “I am with you always, even to the end of the 
age” as Jesus said to his disciples.  So, while we wait 
for the end of the ages, let us find ways to lift each 
other up.   

To do this, may I humbly suggest joining us for Zoom 
Choir, even if you are not a regular choir member.  
We sing hymns and songs, chat and laugh, and enjoy 
each other’s company for a little less than an hour 
every Wednesday from 6-7 PM.  Our accompanist 
plays the music and the rest of us turn off our micro-
phones so that each person only hears the piano and 
their own voice.  If you are shy about others hearing 
your voice, this is the time to sing with us! 

We will be meeting the four Wednesdays in January.  
Please send me an email (jekolsi@hotmail.com) or 
phone me (715-491-7824) and I will help you find the 
music, check out a hymnal, and get you the infor-
mation for joining the next Zoom Choir Gathering.  
Come and sing His praises!! 

In Jesus’ Love, Jeanne 

 

From Redeemer                  
Early Learning                    

Programs... 
Thank you to everyone who purchased items from 
the wish lists on the Christmas Giving Tree! Your 
time and support is greatly appreciated. The                   
children and staff are busy enjoying the new items 
they received. We are truly blessed and very 
thankful for your thoughtfulness!  We want to wish 
you all a happy new year! 

Epiphany Lutheran Foundation 
Gifts Totaling $825 

 

In memory of Chuck Kading 

Friends and Relatives 
 

In memory of Marg Ellsworth 

Paul & Lynn Seipel 
 

Thrivent Choice Program 

Florence Eickstaedt  

Paul Seipel 
 

Thank You to those that direct                                 
Thrivent Choice dollars to the Foundation.                                                  

We received $1,355 this year. 

 Please note if you have unused Choice dollars               
at the end 2020 you will have until                           

March 31, 2021 to direct them. 

LWML 
In November, LWML decided to postpone meetings 
until March of 2021.  We are continuing to support 
mite offerings to District and National LWML for 
mission projects through our treasury.  Winter 
Quarterlies were distributed in December.  In your 
spare time  at home, work on the monthly Bible 
studies and call an LWML sister to share with. 

Looking forward to our in person meetings again in 
the new year. 

mailto:jekolsi@hotmail.com
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Did we miss your birthday or anniversary?  Is there an error in your                     
information?  Please help us by submitting your corrections to                         
ChurchOffice@ORLCMS.net   

Also, if you have had any contact information change, please remember 

to update the church office!          ~ Holly 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

Congregation Special Days 

Editorial Policy & Monthly Newsletter Deadline 
Note:  Together in Ministry is a publication of Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Church.  The editorial staff reserves the right to screen and edit all sub-
missions.  If you have articles or meeting dates to submit for the                 
newsletter, please send them electronically (churchoffice@orlcms.net) 
or written to the church office, marked for the monthly newsletter, to 
be received no later than the third Sunday of the month.  This helps us 
get to publish and distribute in a timely manner. 

The deadline for the February Newsletter is January 18, 2021. 

1/1 Oliver Vogler 

1/2 Marjorie Myers 

1/2 Carleen Wilbur 

1/3 Buzz Bennett 

1/3 Julia Gladwell 

1/4 Sawyer Griffin 

1/6 Shannon Hilbert 

1/7 Mary Finseth 

1/7 Alice Kleist 

1/8 Gary Green 

1/8 Rowan Peterson 

1/12 Butch Button 

1/12 Arlene Fenske 

1/13 Daniel Crownhart 

1/14 Cecil Wold 

1/16 Jeanette Brazeau 

1/17 Anna Jeanne Thole 

1/18 Harley Martin 

1/18 Sue Mathison 

1/19 Ella Brovold 

1/19 Loyde Gardow 

1/19 Teresa Van Gelder 

1/21 Mary Kading 

1/21 Jimmy Lemke 

1/21 Sandra Place 

1/21 Lynn Seipel 

1/23 Doris Bearrows 

1/23 Scott Stene 

1/23 Alex Vogler 

1/24 Bonnie Graff 

1/24 John Kohlwey 

1/24 Thomas Vanderwyst 

1/25 Milt Jaenke 

1/28 Emmalyn Hilbert 

1/29 Jeanne Kolis 

1/30 Alex Johnson 

1/30 Lauren Schroeder 

1/31 Braelyn Mooney 

1/3 Lamoine and Marjorie Myers 62 years 
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January 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
New Year’s Day 

2 

3 
8:30AM  
Worship Service - 
FACEBOOK 
10:00AM  
Sunday School - 
FACEBOOK 

4 5 6 
6:00PM  
Zoom Choir 

7 8 9 

10 
8:30AM  
Worship Service - 
FACEBOOK 
10:00AM  
Sunday School - 
FACEBOOK 
11:00AM  
Board of Youth & 
Children’s                  
Ministries Meeting 
- Zoom 

11 12 
5:30PM  
Board of Elders 
Meeting - ZOOM 

13 
9:30AM  
Adult Bible                     
Discussion - ZOOM 
5:00PM  
Confirmation Class 
- ZOOM 
6:00PM  
Zoom Choir 

14 15 16 

17 
8:30AM  
Worship Service - 
FACEBOOK 
10:00AM  
In-Person Worship 
10:00AM  
Sunday School - 
FACEBOOK 
10:40-11:30AM  
Holy Communion - 
Sanctuary 

18 
Martin Luther 
King Day, &       
February                
Newsletter                     
Submission                    
Deadline 

19 20 
9:30AM  
Adult Bible                     
Discussion - ZOOM 
11:00AM  
DC/PS Board                  
Meeting - ZOOM 
5:00PM  
Confirmation Class 
- ZOOM 
6:00PM  
Zoom Choir 

21 
6:30PM  
Finance Commit-
tee Meeting - 
ZOOM 

22 23 

24 
8:30AM  
Worship Service - 
FACEBOOK 
10:00AM  
Annual Voter’s 
Meeting & ELF 
Annual Meeting - 
Sanctuary 
10:00AM  
Sunday School - 
FACEBOOK 

25 
6:30PM  
Church Council 
Meeting - ZOOM 

26 27 
9:30AM  
Adult Bible                     
Discussion - ZOOM 
5:00PM  
Confirmation Class 
- ZOOM 
6:00PM  
Zoom Choir 

28 29 30 

31 
8:30AM  
Worship Service - 
FACEBOOK 
10:00AM  
Sunday School - 
FACEBOOK 

      

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
601 Fall Street 
Eau Claire, WI 54703 
715-835-5239 
churchoffice@orlcms.net 

The Flower of the Month for January is the Carnation.                                                                      
According to a Christian legend, carnations grew from the Virgin Mary’s 

tears as she watched Jesus carry the cross.                                                                                  
This is how they became associated with motherly love. 


