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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus, 

Do you hate to wait? You’re not alone.  

PJ, “I know what I want and I know I need it now.”  At least that’s what 
we think. But God’s timing and our timing are rarely the same. 

In today’s world of immediate information, immediate fast food,                      
immediate online purchases, do you just hate to wait?  Me too. But know 
this, you’re not alone. Many people in the Bible did: 

David waited 15 years before becoming king. 
Abraham waited 25 years before God’s promise of a son. 
Moses waited 40 years in the wilderness. 
Jesus waited 30 years before starting his public ministry. 

As a congregation, we waited to first worship in person, then worship 
with both the 8:30 and 10:35 services. For those of us planning and              
leading worship it seemed as though that year (plus) was an eternity. 

In celebration, and anticipation, of the birth of the Christ Child, we will 
be looking at a different Joseph than we are used to hearing about this 
time of year; Joseph, the son of Jacob.  

Joseph’s life was full of waiting periods: 

He was 17 when he was sold into Egypt 
He was 30 when he was made overseer 
He was 39 when his brothers first came to Egypt (second year of the 

famine, or nine years after being made overseer) 
He was probably 41 or so when the brothers came a second time and 

Jacob comes to Egypt 
He was 110 when he died 

Let us look with anticipation for the birth of the God’s Son, however, 
may we reflect back on the waiting periods in our lives over the next 25 
days.  

Merry Christmas, 

Pastor Jeff, Renee and the whole Carlson family 
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Advent & Christmas Worship Schedule 
11.28.2021 1st Sunday in Advent 

  Traditional Worship at 8:30 AM 

  Acoustic Worship at 10:35 AM 

12.01.2021 Midweek Advent I - services at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM 

12.05.2021 2nd Sunday in Advent 

  Traditional Worship w/ Holy Communion at 8:30 AM 

  Acoustic Worship w/ Holy Communion at 10:35 AM 

12.08.2021 Midweek Advent II - services at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM 

12.12.2021 3rd Sunday in Advent 

  Traditional Worship w/ Holy Communion at 8:30 AM 

  Acoustic Worship w/ Holy Communion at 10:35 AM 

12.15.2021 Midweek Advent III - services at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM 

12.19.2021  Symbols of Salvation - A Christmas Service for All Ages at 9:30 AM 

12.24.2021 Christmas Eve  

  Blended Worship w/ Holy Communion at 4:30 PM 

  Outdoor Worship around the Christmas Tree at 7:00 PM 

12.25.2021 Traditional Christmas Day worship w/Holy Communion at 9:30 AM 

12.26.2021 2nd Christmas Day - A Service of Lessons and Carols at 9:30 AM 
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One of the greatest gifts God has given us is music (& rhythm.) I learned in a neurology class long ago that 
music and swearing are in a different area of the brain than regular speech. Might be why Mel Tillis could 
sing without stuttering and why some people can sing familiar songs when their other functional speech is 
failing. 

Music has such an emotional impact – it can excite, calm, make us happy, or make us cry, incite a riot or 
put a baby to sleep. It’s a powerful thing! 

Now we are entering the holiday season with all its special music – Santa songs, winter weather songs and 
the most wonderful songs of all – those about Christ’s birth- the coming of our Savior.  Can we call them 
“Nativity” songs? 

“Oh tidings of comfort and joy” and a blessed Christmas to you all.  Hope you enjoy these cookbook bits of 
wisdom.  Joan W. 

 When you help someone up a hill, you’re that much nearer to the top yourself. 

 May your life be like a snowflake, leave a mark but not a stain. 

 A candle loses nothing by lighting another candle. 

 We will pass through this world only once. 

Any good or kindness we can render, do it now. 

We shall not pass this way again. 

 A recipe that is old as time itself,  

yet always delightfully new. 

They call it simply friendship: 

beloved, tried and true. 

 A good laugh is sunshine in the home. 

 Why is a cookbook exciting? 

Because it has many stirring events. 

Church Cookbook Wisdom 
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The First Christmas Nativity Scene: Created by Saint Francis of Assisi 

By Whitney Hopler, adapted from www.learnreligions.com 

St. Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of animals and founder of the Catholic Church’s Franciscan Order,  
began the Christmas tradition of nativity scenes (also called creches or manger scenes) because he wanted 
to help people gain a fresh sense of wonder about the miracles that the Bible records from the first                  
Christmas. 

Up until Francis set up the first nativity scene in 1223, people celebrated Christmas primarily by going to 
Mass, where priests would tell the Christmas story in a language that most ordinary people didn’t speak: 
Latin. Although churches sometimes featured fancy artistic renditions of Christ as an infant, they didn’t 
present any realistic manger scenes. Francis decided that he wanted to make the extraordinary                            
experiences of the first Christmas more accessible to ordinary people. 

Borrowing Some Animals - Francis, who was living in the town of Greccio, Italy at the time, got the 
Pope’s permission to proceed with his plans. Then he asked his close friend John Velita to loan him some 
animals and straw to set up a scene there to represent Jesus Christ’s birth in Bethlehem. The nativity    
scene could help people in the area imagine what it may have been like to be present on the first                    
Christmas long ago, when they came to worship at Christmas Eve Mass in December 1223, Francis said. 

The scene, which was set up in a cave just outside Greccio, featured a wax figure of the infant Jesus,              
costumed people playing the roles of Mary and Joseph, and the live donkey and ox that John had loaned to 
Francis. Local shepherds watched over their sheep in nearby fields, just as shepherds in Bethlehem had 
watched over sheep on the first Christmas when the sky suddenly filled with angels who announced Christ’s 
birth to them. 

Telling the Christmas Story - During the Mass, Francis told the Christmas story from the Bible and then 
delivered a sermon. He spoke to the people gathered there about the first Christmas and the miraculous 
impact that placing their faith in Christ, the baby born in a simple manger in Bethlehem, could make in 
their lives. Francis urged people to reject hatred and embrace love, with God’s help. 

In his biography of Francis (called the Life of St. Francis of Assisi), Saint Bonaventure described what    
happened that night: “The brethren were summoned, the people ran together, the forest resounded with 
their voices, and that venerable night was made glorious by many and brilliant lights and sonorous psalms 
of praise. The man of God [Francis] stood before the manger, full of devotion and piety, bathed in tears 
and radiant with joy; the Holy Gospel was chanted by Francis, the Levite of Christ. Then he preached to 
the people around the nativity of the poor King; and being unable to utter His name for the tenderness of 
His love, He called Him the Babe of Bethlehem.” 

Describing a Miracle Happen - Saint Bonaventure also reported in his book that people saved the hay 
from the nativity presentation afterward, and when cattle later ate the hay, it: “miraculously cured all  
diseases of cattle, and many other pestilences; God thus in all things glorifying his servant, and witnessing 
to the great efficacy of his holy prayers by manifest prodigies and miracles.” 

Spreading the Tradition Across the World - The first nativity scene presentation proved to be so  
popular that people in other areas soon set up living nativities to celebrate Christmas. Eventually,      
Christians worldwide celebrated Christmas by visiting living nativity scenes and praying at nativity scenes 
made of statues in their town squares, churches and homes. 

People also added more figures to their nativity scenes than Francis was able to feature in his original, live 
presentation. In addition to the baby Jesus, Mary, Joseph, a donkey, and an ox, later nativity scenes     
featured angels, shepherds, sheep, camels, and the three kings who traveled to present gifts to the infant 
Jesus and his parents. 

 

https://www.learnreligions.com/st-francis-of-assisi-patron-saint-124533
https://www.learnreligions.com/catholicism-saints-4684876
https://www.learnreligions.com/all-about-miracles-4684824
https://www.learnreligions.com/famous-quotes-about-guardian-angels-124310
https://www.learnreligions.com/angels-and-miracles-4684826
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-a-miracle-124440
https://www.learnreligions.com/religious-texts-4684822
https://www.learnreligions.com/inspiring-quotes-about-miracles-124312
https://www.learnreligions.com/inspiring-quotes-about-miracles-124312
https://www.learnreligions.com/religious-texts-4684822
https://www.learnreligions.com/christmas-star-of-bethlehem-124246
https://www.learnreligions.com/who-is-the-virgin-mary-124539
https://www.learnreligions.com/who-are-angels-123812
https://www.learnreligions.com/nativity-angels-announce-jesus-birth-124065
https://www.learnreligions.com/nativity-angels-announce-jesus-birth-124065
https://www.learnreligions.com/spiritual-meaning-of-light-angels-miracles-124703
https://www.learnreligions.com/the-gospel-according-to-mark-chapter-6-248693
https://www.learnreligions.com/pray-more-powerfully-for-miracles-124690
https://www.learnreligions.com/angel-types-in-christianity-123833
https://www.learnreligions.com/christmas-story-of-the-wise-men-124519
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Redeemer Early Learning Programs News 
Ruthanne Vadnais - phone: 715-835-9207 or email: daycare@orlcms.net 

HEALTHY HABITS START EARLY! 
RELP is proud to participate in the Child and Adult 
Care Food Program (CACFP) through the Wisconsin 
Department of Public Instruction. This is a federal 
program that provides partial reimbursement for 

healthful meals and snacks served to children and 
adults.  We have the opportunity to instill healthy 
habits in young children that serve as a foundation 
for healthy choices in life! Our garden we grow in 

the summer is another way we can encourage 
healthy eating in our center.  The children all help 
plant, water, and weed our garden throughout the 

summer.  When the children are a part of this  
process it encourages them to try the vegetables 

that they have helped to nurture and  
grow! R.E.L.P. serves nutritious  

meals and snacks to all of the  
children attending our childcare  
program, as well as the children  

enrolled in the 3K/4K programs. During  
Federal Fiscal Year 2021 we provided:   

4762 breakfasts, 334 AM snacks,  
6790 lunches, and 6341 PM snacks!  

Wow! That is a lot of healthy meals  
and snacks being prepared in our  

kitchen on a daily basis!   

RELP is blessed to be able to participate in 
the Child Care Counts: Stabilization Payment 
Program which is being launched through the              
Department of Children and Families! Licensed child 
care providers will be eligible to receive monthly 
payments through 2023 providing the financial            
stability needed to stay open, to recruit and retain 
qualified staff, and to continue providing high-
quality care for children in our community! A total 
of $351 million in funds will be available over the 
next 18 months and will be distributed through two 
programs targeting the challenges early care &   
education providers are currently facing. 
Payment Program A: Increasing Access to High-
Quality Care is intended to ensure high-quality  
care is available across Wisconsin by  
supporting the costs to remain in  
regulatory compliance, enhance  
health and safety practices, and 
promote continuous quality  
Improvement with participation in the  
YoungStar Quality Rating and Improvement  
System. Funds from this program can be  
used towards operating expenses such as  
payroll/benefits. 
Payment Program B: Funding  
Workforce Recruitment and  
Retention is intended to  
Support the costs associated  
with recruiting & retaining high- 
quality early care and education  
staff through funding to  
increase compensation and  
provide professional  
development  
opportunities.   
What a blessing  
this program will be  
for our center  
and staff! 

each of our infants/toddlers, books for ages 2-5 years, as well as a few  
early reader/chapter books for our school age friends. We will also have a few  

“wish list” items from each classroom in daycare/preschool as well as some office  
supplies needed throughout the year. Below is the link for our Christmas Wish List!  

Thank you so much for all your support! Wishing a blessed holiday season to all!  
 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1FRH6WK3SFO19?ref_=wl_share 
 

RELP Daycare & Preschool Team 

RELP GIVING TREE 
The Giving Tree will be set up during  

the month of December. We have  
decided to do things a  

little differently this year.   

Instead of having ornaments on the  
tree with “wish list” items, we will be  

creating an Amazon wish list. Daycare/preschool  

families & church members are welcome to purchase an  
item(s) from our wish list and it can be directly shipped to  

our school or shipped to you. Our main wish this year  
would be for each of our kiddos to receive a book for  

Christmas! On our wish list we have included a board book for  

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1FRH6WK3SFO19?ref_=wl_share
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2022 Ark Experience & Creation Museum Adventure - 
There is still room available to join us on this      
exciting, faith building trip. We will be leaving on 
Monday, June 6th and arrive back home on                     
Saturday, June 11th. This trip is open to everyone. 
Please see Pastor Jeff for more information. 

Sunday School - is doing a lot during the month of 

December! We are going to continue talking about 
the Fruits of Spirit. This month our fruit is Joy!  

We will also practice our parts for the Our                      
Redeemer Christmas Program! In previous years, 
the Christmas program was focused on the youth 
and children performing. This year, we decided to 
invite other groups in Our Redeemer join us! What 
better way to share the birth of our Savior than 
with all our brothers and sisters in Christ? The           
Sunday School children will be joined by                         
confirmation students, youth group, musicians, 
choir members, book club members, and more! We 
cannot wait for this exciting service on December 
19th! We are also teaming up with the youth group 
to host a, "Happy Birthday Jesus," party after the 
service that day! We invite the entire congregation 
to join us for cake, coffee, and treats!  

Sunday School will not meet 12/26 or 1/2. We wish 
everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
We will resume meeting on January 9, 2022! 

LWML - will meet on Thursday, December 2nd in 

the fellowship hall at 1:30 PM.  This will be an         
informal meeting, so we all encourage all ladies to 
attend. 

 

Our Annual Congregational Meeting will be Sunday, 

December 12th at 11:30AM. We will be holding  
elections for President, Secretary, Treasurer,                 
Early Learning, Education, Elders, three at-large 
positions as well as approving the budget for the 
upcoming year. Please plan to attend. 

Quilting - With the holiday season being so busy, the 

quilting group will not be meeting until sometime 
in January. We hope you all stay warm during the                 
holidays.  Merry Christmas and God's blessings from 
the quilters. 

Scrip Tips - Have you ever done your Christmas 

shopping at church?  Why not try it this year. Any 
of our Scrip gift cards would make perfect                 
Christmas gifts for that special person.  Shop at 
church and avoid the last minute rush.   

Going out to eat with a group for a Christmas                
party?  Plan ahead, patronize a Scrip restaurant. 

Remember to let Ginny Shepler know in advance if 
you will need a large amount of certain Scrip.  We 
want to make sure we have what you need when 
you need it. 

Choir News & Notes - Thank you to all in the music 

department who have been carefully and kindly  
following the mask protocol. I know it is not the 
ideal situation.  We are doing what we can to keep 
everyone safe, healthy, and involved in activities, 
worship, and learning. 

Jubilate Choir has carefully returned to rehearsing 
in the balcony on Wednesday evenings.  On the 
first three Wednesdays in December, the choir will 
meet at 5:45 PM.  On December 22, we will meet 
at 6 PM.  We will be starting our Christmas music 
soon, so now would be a perfect time to begin 
singing with us.  The Christmas season is so full of                    
anticipation, hope, and joy as we remember the 
amazing feat of God becoming a baby to fulfill the 
need of people for a savior.  The choir and                  
instrumentalists are excited to share that wonder 
with Our Redeemer’s members. 

If you would like to join us for choir, please be  
fully vaccinated and ready to wear a mask when 
singing.  (Good masks made specifically for singing 
can be purchased online.) Then, let me know of 
your intentions at jekolis@hotmail.com or                      
715-491-7824.  We would love to have new                  
members!! 

Thank you everyone, for your patience and                     
understanding and please keep praying for clarity 
of thought in our leadership and community                   
regarding this pandemic.  Blessings on your              
Christmas meditations! 

In Jesus’ Love, Jeanne 

mailto:jekolis@hotmail.com


 7 

 

Did we miss your birthday or anniversary?  Is there an error in your   
information?  Please help us by submitting your corrections to 
ChurchOffice@ORLCMS.net   

Also, if you have had any contact information change, please remember 
to update the church office!          ~ Holly 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

Editorial Policy & Monthly Newsletter Deadline 
Note:  Together in Ministry is a publication of Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Church.  The editorial staff reserves the right to screen and edit all 
submissions.  If you have articles or meeting dates to submit for the                 
newsletter, please send them electronically (churchoffice@orlcms.net) 
or written to the church office, marked for the monthly newsletter, to 
be received no later than the third Sunday of the month.  This helps us 
get to publish and distribute in a timely manner. 

The deadline for the January Newsletter is December 20th, 2021. 

Congregation 
Special 
Days 

 Dec 1 Julie Thole 

 Dec 2 Brady Wensel 

 Dec 3 Rodney Bathke 

 Dec 3 Sarah Bauer 

 Dec 3 Jason Kurvers 

 Dec 3 Jana Nelson 

 Dec 6 Gerald Berg 

 Dec 6 Ione Nelson 

 Dec 7 Karen Larson 

 Dec 8 Florence Eickstaedt 

 Dec 10 Denise Bleick 

 Dec 11 Judes Petersen 

 Dec 13 Karen Knopps 

 Dec 14 Orville Berg 

 Dec 15 Keith Rodenberg 

 Dec 15 Deb Sommer 

 Dec 15 Delaney Vasterling 

 Dec 15 Virginia Wold 

 Dec 17 Kathy Tanner 

 Dec 18 William Childs 

 Dec 20 Sharon Hagedorn 

 Dec 21 Dane Kircher 

 Dec 21 Keith Miller 

 Dec 21 Kathleen Schultz 

 Dec 22 Dave Zielke 

 Dec 23 Alex Kircher 

 Dec 24 Jeff Webber 

 Dec 25 Paul Boetcher 

 Dec 27 Graham Kurvers 

 Dec 28 Pamela Christopherson 

 Dec 29 Patricia Miller 

 Dec 30 Georgia Crownhart 

 Dec 30 Lynn Thibedeau 

 Dec 31 Nicholas Vadnais 

 Dec 2 Dennis & Pam Christopherson - 49 years 

 Dec 19 Bob & Joanne Radandt - 68 years 

 Dec 29 Jimmy & Linda Lemke - 48 years 

 Dec 30 Loyde & Evelyn Gardow - 60 years 
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December  2 0 2 1  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
9:30AM  
Adult Bible                   
Discussion 
11:00AM  
Advent Worship I 
5:30PM  
Confirmation Class 
5:45PM  
Jubilate Choir 
7:00PM  
Advent Worship I 

2 
1:30PM  
LWML Meeting 
6:00PM  
Youth Leader’s 
Meeting 

3 4 

5 
Blessing Box Sunday
 
8:30AM  
Traditional Worship 
w/HC 
9:35AM  
Sunday School, & 
Youth Group 
10:35AM  
Acoustic Worship w/
HC 

6 7 
6:15PM  
Dartball 

8 
9:30AM  
Adult Bible                   
Discussion 
11:00AM  
Advent Worship II 
5:30PM  
Confirmation Class 
5:45PM  
Jubilate Choir 
7:00PM  
Advent Worship II 

9 
6:00PM  
Board of Youth & 
Children’s Ministry 
Meeting 

10 11 

12 
8:30AM  
Traditional Worship 
w/HC 
9:35AM  
Sunday School, & 
Youth Group 
10:35AM  
Acoustic Worship w/
HC 
11:30AM  
Annual Voter’s Mtg. 

13 14 
5:30PM  
Board of Elders 
Meeting 
6:15PM  
Dartball 

15 
9:30AM  
Adult Bible                   
Discussion 
11:00AM  
Advent Worship III 
5:30PM  
Confirmation Class 
5:45PM  
Jubilate Choir 
7:00PM  
Advent Worship III 

16 
5:30PM  
Finance                         
Committee                   
Meeting 

17 18 

19 
9:30AM  
Our Redeemer 
Christmas Program 
10:30AM 
“Happy Birthday, 
Jesus!” Party & 
Fellowship 

20 
January               
Newsletter                
Submission                  
Deadline

21 
6:15PM  
Dartball 

22 
6:00PM  
Jubilate Choir 

23 24 
Christmas Eve 
 
4:30PM  
Christmas Eve   
Worship w/HC 
7:00PM  
Christmas Eve               
Outdoor Worship 

25 
Christmas Day 
 
9:30AM  
Christmas Day  
Worship w/HC 

26 
Second Christmas 
Day 
 
9:30AM  
Lessons & Carols 
Blended Worship 
 

27 
6:30PM  
Church Council 
Meeting 

28 
 

29 
 

30 31 
New Year’s Eve 

 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
601 Fall Street 
Eau Claire, WI 54703 
715-835-5239 
churchoffice@orlcms.net 

May you have gloves to warm your hands & 

boots to warm your feet 

May you have the love & laughter of your family 

& friends to warm your heart 

Wishing you Love, Laughter,                                   

Friendship, & Winter Cheer! 


