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APRIL FOOLS 
Brothers and Sisters In Christ Jesus, 

I did some research as to the origin of the April Fools shenanigans.                     
According to The History Channel’s website: 

Some historians speculate that April Fools’ Day dates back to 
1582, when France switched from the Julian calendar to 

the Gregorian calendar, as called for by the Council of Trent in 

1563. In the Julian Calendar, as in the Hindu calendar, the new 

year began with the spring equinox around April 1. 

People who were slow to get the news or failed to recognize that 

the start of the new year had moved to January 1 and continued 
to celebrate it during the last week of March through April 1      

became the butt of jokes and hoaxes and were called “April 

fools.” These pranks included having paper fish placed on their 

backs and being referred to as “poisson d’avril” (April fish), said to 

symbolize a young, easily caught fish and a gullible person. 

Have you ever been sent out on a “wild goose chase” or a “skype hunt”? 
Those probably have origins from the way April 1 was celebrated in 18th 

Century Scotland. Where people would be sent out on “gowk” hunts. A 

fun activity that would last two days. 

Those kind of things still happen to this day. Some of my favorite: 1957 
BBC reported that the Swiss farmers were having a record spaghetti crop. 

It showed farmers out harvesting spaghetti noodles. 1992 NPR ran a                

segment with Richard Nixon (actor) that included him announcing he was 
going to run again for president. And of course who could forget Burger 

King announcing the new “left handed” Whopper. 

While all that is lighthearted fun, there are some people who believe 
Easter is the best April fools’ joke ever. Fortunately, we know that it was 

no joke. As we gather for Holy Week 

and Easter this months, please     
remember what I always tell the 

kids, “Easter is not about the                  

bunny……It is about the Lamb!” 

Happy Easter, 

PJ and Renee 

 
 

 

 

https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/
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Church Cookbook Wisdom 

Happy Easter, No Fooling! 

I was going to write about eggs this month: the beginning of new birth. In the process, I learned something. 
I thought eagles nested in March. Turns out they start nesting in January! The exact dates on when they 
start to nest are affected by light, weather, and the amount of food that is available. The main reason, 
however, is that eagle’s take care of their young for a very long time.  Apparently it is easier to keep the 
eaglets warm in colder weather then it is to keep them cool in warmer weather.  We like to think of eggs 
and nesting later in the spring, but God has His plans to meet the needs of all his creatures.  He provides 
the time frame that is the best for each animal.  Looking up eagles in the Bible there are many references 
but I liked this one the best. From Isaiah, Chapter 40, Verse 31: 
 

Yet those who wait for the Lord will gain new strength; 

 They will mount up with wings like eagles, 

They will run and not get tired, 

 They will walk and not become weary. 
 

Hope you enjoy this month’s articles.  Joan 

 

My mother has a cookie jar 

Upon the pantry shelf, 

Whenever I get hungry I go and help myself. 

 

When a person turns loose and drifts with the current he soon gets into deep water. 

 

Patience is the ability to idle your motor when you feel like stripping gears. 

 

Borrow trouble for yourself,  

if that’s your nature, 

But don’t lend it to your neighbors. 

 

She did not make us perfect, 

But nature still was kind, 

To our own faults she made us amazingly blind. 

 

May I never miss a rainbow or a sunset because I was looking down. 

 

God gives every bird its food, 

But He does not throw it into the nest. 

 

A day that is hemmed in prayer will not come unraveled. 

 

April showers bring May flowers, but humble faith brings God’s power! 

Trust His goodness in the midst of life’s storms! 
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Midweek Lenten Worship 2022 
In addition to our regular Sunday worship services at 8:30 and 10:35 AM: 

March 23 - Peter 

 Midweek Lenten Worship at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM 

March 30 - Barabbas 

 Midweek Lenten Worship at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM 

April 6 - Pontius Pilate 

 Midweek Lenten Worship at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM 

Holy Week Worship 2022 
April 10 

 Palm Sunday Worship at 8:30 AM and 
10:35 AM 

April 14 - Judas 

 Maundy Thursday Worship at 11:00 AM 
and 7:00 PM 

April 15 

 Good Friday Worship at 11:00 AM and 
7:00 PM 

April 17 

 Easter Sunday Worship at 6:30 AM, 
8:30 AM, and 10:35 AM 

 

Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast 
Hosted by the Board of Elders 

Palm Sunday, April 10 

serving 9:00 - 10:30 AM 

Menu Includes: pancakes, sausage, apple sauce, coffee & milk 

free will offering 

Weekly Lenten Suppers continue through April 6 
The youth group have been hosting soup suppers on Wednesday nights 
through the Lent season as a fund raiser. 

Please join us March 23, 30, & April 6.  

Serving time: 5:30 to 6:30 PM 
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Redeemer Early Learning Programs News 
Ruthanne Vadnais - phone: 715-835-9207 or email: daycare@orlcms.net 

Butter Braid Fundraiser 
Redeemer Early Learning Programs is once 
again participating in the Butter Braid    
pastries fundraiser March 28 - April 12. The 
braids come in seven delectable flavors, 
plus they also have caramel rolls!  Proceeds 
from the fundraiser will go towards the  
purchase of new playground equipment.  
There will be an order form located in the 
hallway on the first floor.  Orders are due 
by Tuesday, April 12. 

Delivery date and PRODUCT PICKUP will be 
on Tuesday, May 3 between the hours of 
3:15 - 5:45 PM. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact Ruthanne.  
Thanks for your support! 

Calling All Book Worms 
RELP is holding a Scholastic Preschool 
Book Fair March 28 - April 1. Hours for the 
book fair will be Monday - Friday:  8 AM - 
5:30 PM.  Come and check out a great  
selection of books for your family and help 
the daycare/preschool earn new books for 
their programs! 

2022-2023 Preschool Registration 
Registration for the 2022-2023 school year is now open for 
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church members and for current 
families enrolled at Redeemer Early Learning Programs.  
The 3 year old class will meet 3 days per week on Mondays, 
Tuesdays & Thursdays.  Children must be 3 years old by  
September 1, 2022.  Class hours are 9:00 - 11:30 AM. Tuition 
will be $1215.00 for the school year ($135.00 per month). 
We also offer a 4K program through the Eau Claire Area 
School District.  Your child must be 4 years old by Sept. 1, 
2022.  You must complete the online application at 
www.ecasd.us.  Students in 4K will meet Monday through 
Thursday either in the AM (8:00-11:30 AM.) or PM (12:45-
4:15 PM.). There is no charge for the 4K program. For more 
information on enrolling your child in our programs and 
availability please contact Ruthanne Vadnais. 

RELP is searching for a special person to 
serve as Chairman of our Child Care Board!  
No experience is necessary.  This person 
will serve as a liaison between the Child 
Care Board and the Church Council.  Please 
consider hopping on “board” and join us 
once a month while helping to make                     
important decisions for our littlest ones!  

For more information please contact Pastor 
Jeff or Ruthanne Vadnais. 

April brings a lot of rain. 

The ground is wet and mud remains. 

Green buds soon begin to appear. 

Spring is on its way it’s clear. 

The weather changes, birds fly around. 

The neighborhood is filled with sounds. 
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LWML Spring Rally   
Join together as we celebrate LWML’s 80th year!  

DATE:   Saturday, April 23, 2022 

TIME:   8:30 AM 

LOCATION:  Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 

HOST:   Our Redeemer and St Matthew’s  
  LWML Ladies Society  

GIFTS of THE HEART:   

  Western Dairy Land Community     
  Action Agency.  The Society has  
  decided to support this multiple  
  county agency. They are in need of  
  personal hygiene for individuals:  
  shampoo, soap, combs, bathing  
  wipes, hair brushes, socks,   
  toothpaste, toothbrushes, etc.   

We Welcome all women as we network together 
with having a Christian Life Topic, update on what 
is going on at the State and National Level,        
including informing us on the June 2022 North WI 
District LWML convention In Green Bay and the   
National LWML convention in Milwaukee in 2023!! 

Pastor Kazmierski, St. Matthew’s, Eau Claire, will 
give a keynote address with focus of how LWML 
works in various paths to benefit others.  

Registration fee of $6.00 will include materials and 
food. 

Choir News & Notes 
April is a month with promise,                                  
I always feel.  The promise of                                       
warmer weather, blooms, returning                               
songbirds, and especially the promise                               
that we will never be separated from our                          
loving God, in this world or in the next, all because 
of Jesus’ death and resurrection.   Alleluia!   

Our alleluias return this month, and our choir                  
rehearsals return to 6 PM start time on April 13.  
We will take a Wednesday off on April 20. 

If you would like to join us for choir, note we are 
dropping the mask/vaccination requirements in 
April, which may be reinstated if needed.  Please 
let me know of your intentions to join us at 
jekolis@hotmail.com or 715-491-7824.  We would 
love to welcome new members! 

The organ will have its speakers rebuilt the first 
part of May, so we will welcome the piano as it  
accompanies the congregational singing during that 
time.  The estimated time for the repair is two -
four weeks. 

Welcome Jesus into your heart and celebrate the 
promises that are fulfilled by Him! 

In Jesus’ Love,  

Jeanne 

LWML 
LWML for Our Redeemer and St. Matthews will be 
meeting on Thursday, April 7th at 1:30 PM. We meet 
in the Our Redeemer Fellowship Hall.  All ladies are 
welcome to attend.  We will coordinate the details 
for the upcoming Spring Rally, We Love Because HE 
First Loved Us.  Rally Day is Saturday April 23rd 

with registration at 8:30 AM. We look forward to 
seeing everyone on the 7th for fellowship,                       
networking, and of course, treats! 

Please check out the LWML North WI District                    
Facebook page to see how the LWML is supporting 
Ukraine.  As the needs of the Ukrainian people 
change, so does the Facebook message. 

Wednesday Morning Adult                

Bible Discussion Group 
The Adult Bible Discussion Group meets on   
Wednesdays at 9:30AM in the Fellowship Hall. 
Please consider joining us. 

Quilting 
Quilters will meet on April 9th 
and 30th.  Please contact                
Connie Johnson (715-834-6338) 
if you plan to attend. 

 

mailto:jekolis@hotmail.com
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Sunday School  
Sunday school is busy busy busy this month! We 
started talking about Patience as a fruit of the 
Spirit!  
On April 10th, Palm Sunday, the kids will be doing 
a processional with palm branches during the 
hymn, "All Glory, Laud and Honor," during the 8:30 
and 10:35 church services! On April 17th, Easter 
Sunday, the kids will participate in an exciting 
Easter egg hunt during their regular Sunday school 
hour!  Inside their eggs will be symbols of Easter!  
After Easter, we will resume learning about our 
last fruit if the spirit, Gentleness! 

Youth Group Updates: 
 We volunteered at the Eau Claire Children’s 

Theater on Feb 25 setting up the auditorium 
chairs and cleaning around the theater.  We 
also learned a little bit about the theater     
history which was interesting.  Our next       
volunteer event for April is being planned for 
Beaver Creek reserve. 

 We have been busy Tuesday and Wednesday 
nights with prepping, grilling, and serving the 
Lenten Dinners.  Lenten Dinners will be held 
every Wednesday evening through April 6th.   

 Our next event is the Lasagna Dinner on March 
31, 2022, from 5-7 PM in the church fellowship 
hall.  The cost will be $12 per dinner which  
includes lasagna, vegetable, salad, garlic 
bread, and dessert.  Please join us for some 
great lasagna.   

 The National Youth Gathering is approaching 
quickly, and we are getting excited! There are 
monthly National Youth Gathering meetings 
that are used to plan for the event.  We will be 
traveling to Houston, TX on a coach bus with 
other congregations in the area. We will be 
able to visit the aquarium during the district 
event evening and take in a visit to the Space 
Center. 

 COMING SOON:  Our Second Annual Mother's 
Day Flower Sale will soon be here!  Watch for 
additional information in early April on how to 
order your Flowers. 

Landscaping, Phase II 
Dear brothers and sisters of Our Redeemer,  

Three years ago, we began the journey of updating 
our tired old landscaping with a fresh new look. 
When it was originally conceived, it was to be a year
-by-year endeavor. Then COVID entered the picture 
and priorities changed.  

Understanding that our monetary focus had to be 
keeping the Church alive and running, landscaping 
really wasn’t a priority. But now the pandemic seems 
to be in its final throes and life has, for all intents 
and purposes, returned to normal. My wish is to take 
on the second phase of the project and am currently 
looking for your assistance.   

With Our Redeemer’s 100th Anniversary coming up 
next year, I’d like to finish in time for any and all 
celebrations. Over the last three years, I’ve received 
many wonderful compliments on what’s been done 
so far, and am humbled at every kind word. Each of 
us is called to use our talents for His glory, and              
honestly, that’s all I’m doing here.  

If you would like to donate in assisting me with this 
project, I would greatly appreciate it. With the cost 
of everything going up, I have a projected price tag 
of somewhere in the $2000-3000 range. But like so 
many other things today, this is subject to change.  

It is my hope that you will share in my excitement 
for this project, and I ask for your prayers as well. 
Please reach out to me if you have any questions or 
concerns on what is to come in the months ahead.  

Blessings to you all, 

Rick the maintenance guy.  
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Did you know that 2023 marks the 100th year of 
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church?  Our 100th                        
Anniversary committee is working hard to create a 
year-long celebration beginning in January of 2023.  
One of our projects is creating a 100th anniversary 
book.  And this is where we now need your help!  
We have no history documented for the years                 
between 1999 and 2022.  Do you have information 
about or photos of any events or activities from this 
time frame? We are specifically looking for photos 
of anything from inside or outside the church                    
including picnics, get-togethers, holidays, youth 
group activities, work bees, quilting, choir,                   
musicians, etc.  If you have a photo that you would 
like to share, please put a date and name on the 
back of the photo so we know where they would fit 
in.  I will return your photos to you at the end of 
our project.  You can leave your photos in the 
church office or give them to me on Sundays at 
church.  Thank you for any help you can provide. 

Jean Ginder, 

Anniversary Chair 

Scrip Gas Gauge 
     

 
Gas 

Price Scrip Earnings 

 $/gal 
% 

Earned $/gal $/fill 

Mega Holiday $3.759 10% $0.376 $7.52 

Kwik Trip $3.759 5% $0.188 $3.76 

Woodman's $3.759 5% $0.188 $3.76 

Hy-Vee $3.759 5% $0.188 $3.76 

     

There's only one way to feel better about the                 
current gas prices.  Use Scrip and know that 5-10 % 
goes directly to Our Redeemer. That can be over 

$7.00 every time you fill. 

Epiphany Lutheran Foundation 

Gifts Totaling $810 
 

In memory of Delbert Borchardt 

(Mona Grimm’s father) 

Paul & Lynn Seipel 
 

In memory of Bill Baily  

Paul & Lynn Seipel 
 

In memory of Steve Abraham  

Paul & Lynn Seipel 
 

In memory of June DeWitz  

Paul & Lynn Seipel 
 

Thrivent Choice Program 

Doris Bearrows 

Garth Melville 

Jennifer Seipel 

Paul Seipel 
 

Please note that you can direct your Thrivent 
Choice Program dollars to the Foundation 
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Our Redeemer Lutheran Church: 

We are proud to share that your                    
organization received $3,125 
Choice Dollars® grant funding through the Thrivent Choice®                
program in 2021. We are thrilled to support your                             
organization’s mission and impact. 

Let’s do more in 2022! Thrivent has resources and programs 
to help you in the communities you serve. 

 Thrivent Choice: Eligible Thrivent clients may direct 2021 
Choice Dollars® to Our Redeemer by 3/31/2022.  

 Personal Donations: Everyone can use the Thrivent 
online giving platform to make a donation to                                
Our Redeemer.  

 Thrivent Action Teams: Clients may apply for a Thrivent                
Action Team to support Our Redeemer. Thrivent clients 
bring together friends and family to form a volunteer 
team – Thrivent provides up to $250 in seed money and 
promotional resources to jump-start the volunteer                    
project. 

Let’s make 2022 the best one yet!  

The Post-Pandemic Church  
from North Wisconsin District Resources                                

“Happenings in the District” March 2022 Newsletter 

After two roller-coaster years as a church leader or 
member, what can you expect in the post-pandemic 
Church? I believe a new reality is going to emerge, 
and it will be different than we think. It won’t                 
exactly be what we knew as normal, nor will it be 
entirely stable, but the rest of 2022 will likely give 
us a chance to see where the dust is settling and 
plan accordingly. 

The last few years have been characterized by a 
very narrow focus: Can we reopen, and if so, how? 
Who’s coming and who’s not coming? Mask or no 
mask? Online or in person? Democrat or Republican? 
Vaccine or not? 

Now things are opening up, and our focus should 
follow. Even with my untrained eye, I’m observing a 
couple of trends in church culture: 

 The model of “having church” is actually being 
rebuilt right now, as we speak. Maybe church 

leaders aren’t doing it, but people are doing it…
they are voting with their wallets and their 
feet. Now is the time to study your people, the                  
culture around you and seek to find a new                
approach that’s Biblically faithful and culturally 
effective. Open the discussion! 

 Churches are innovating beyond weekend                  
services. Sunday services are extremely                   
important for a host of Biblical reasons. But for 
some congregations, the weekend service has 
become either all the church does or the main 
focal point around which everything else                    
revolves – sending the message that “If you 
want to worship here, it can only happen in a 
one-hour window each week, and only in this                  
particular building…and if you miss it, you miss 
it.” In this culture, that hurts us. 

 The last few years have seen a mass migration 
of people out of cities and into rural areas, 
keeping their job and working remotely. These 
physical relocations, combined with the growth 
of online worship, means many will identify 
with a church that has no physical location in 
their area. Most likely, this will lead to more 
home-based gatherings and the need for                    
Lutheran leaders to focus on connecting people, 
not just erecting buildings to put them in.            
Location independence is part of the fluid world 
we now live in. 

Are we ready to discuss how to reach the post-
pandemic world around us? 

In Christ, 

Bill Jordan 

LCEF District Vice President 

Business Manager - North Wisconsin District 

 

“...Find out where joy resides,                  

& give it a voice far beyond singing. 

For to miss the joy is to miss all.” 

~Robert Louis Stevenson 

http://links.members.thrivent.com/ctt?ms=MjAzNTE3MTgS1&kn=11&r=MjE5OTQ0Mjg0NzkxS0&b=0&j=MjMyMDMxODk0NAS2&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.members.thrivent.com/ctt?ms=MjAzNTE3MTgS1&kn=2&r=MjE5OTQ0Mjg0NzkxS0&b=0&j=MjMyMDMxODk0NAS2&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.members.thrivent.com/ctt?ms=MjAzNTE3MTgS1&kn=6&r=MjE5OTQ0Mjg0NzkxS0&b=0&j=MjMyMDMxODk0NAS2&mt=1&rt=0
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Did we miss your birthday or anniversary?  Is there an error in your                          
information?  Please help us by submitting your corrections to                        
ChurchOffice@ORLCMS.net   

Also, if you have had any contact information change, please remember to 
update the church office!          ~ Holly 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

Editorial Policy & Monthly Newsletter Deadline 
Note:  Together in Ministry is a publication of Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Church.  The editorial staff reserves the right to screen and edit all                        
submissions.  If you have articles or meeting dates to submit for the                     
newsletter, please send them electronically (churchoffice@orlcms.net) or 
written to the church office, marked for the monthly newsletter, to be     
received no later than the third Sunday of the month.  This helps us get to 
publish and distribute in a timely manner. 

The deadline for the May Newsletter is April 19th, 2022. 

Congregation Special Days 

 Apr 1 Rita Rodenberg 

 Apr 2 Kathy Nelson-Smith 

 Apr 2 Joanne Radandt 

 Apr 4 Rick Thole 

 Apr 5 Scott Wensel 

 Apr 7 Marion Felton 

 Apr 8 Curtis Hehl 

 Apr 9 Fue Chi Lukas Kong 

 Apr 9 Stacy Nordby 

 Apr 9 Brieanne Vasterling 

 Apr 10 Kathy Boetcher 

 Apr 10 Chris Vasterling 

 Apr 11 James Bleick 

 Apr 11 Joanne Kummet 

 Apr 11 Diana Rude 

 Apr 12 Lee Kleist 

 Apr 13 Dianne Green 

 Apr 15 Tammy Franson 

 Apr 16 Nancy Johnson 

 Apr 16 Larry Stelter 

 Apr 18 Ray Isham 

 Apr 19 Joan Onstine 

 Apr 22 Kevin Johnson 

 Apr 22 Judith Wensel 

 Apr 23 Owen Kircher 

 Apr 24 Renee Carlson 

 Apr 25 Roger Felton 

 Apr 26 Sue Menard 

 Apr 26 Dennis Volbrecht 

 Apr 27 Linda Pratt 

 Apr 28 Janet Kunert 

 Apr 28 Emily Langner 

 Apr 30 Emilee Beaudette 

 Apr 30 Scarlet Winger 

 Apr 6 Ray & Dorothy Isham - 59 years 

 Apr 20 Chad & Angie Peterson - 26 years 

 Apr 22 Charlie & Kathy Wiese - 55 years 

 Apr 27 Jeff & Denise Bleick - 26 years 

 Apr 27 Denny & Eileen Rowell - 60 years 

The sun was warm but the wind was chill. 
You know how it is with an April day.  

Robert Frost 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

     1 
 
RELP Book Fair 

2 

3 
 
Blessing Box Sunday
 
8:30AM  
Traditional Worship 
w/HC 
9:35AM  
Sunday School, & 
Youth Group 
10:35AM  
Acoustic Worship w/
HC 

4 
 
4:00PM  
ZOOM Book Club 

5 6 
9:30AM  
Adult Bible Discussion 
11:00AM  
Lenten Worship V 
5:00PM  
Confirmation Class 
5:30PM  
Lenten Supper 
5:45PM  
Jubilate Choir 
6:00PM  
Youth Leader’s Mtg. 
7:00PM  
Lenten Worship V 

7 
 
1:30PM  
LWML Meeting 

8 9 
 
1:00PM  
Quilting 

10 
 
Palm Sunday
 
8:30AM  
Traditional Worship 
9:00AM  
Pancake Breakfast   
9:30AM  
Sunday School, & 
Youth Group 
10:35AM  
Acoustic Worship  

11 12 
 
5:30PM  
Board of Elders 
Meeting 

13 
 
6:00PM  
Jubilate Choir 
 

14 
 
Maundy Thursday 
 
11:00AM  
Maundy Thursday 
Worship w/HC 
7:00PM  
Maundy Thursday 
Worship w/HC 

15 
 
Good Friday 
 
11:00AM  
Good Friday Worship 
7:00PM  
Good Friday Worship 

16 

17 Easter 
6:30AM  
Easter Sunrise  
Worship w/HC 
8:30AM  
Easter Traditional 
Worship w/HC 
9:35AM  
Sunday School, & 
Youth Group 
10:35AM  
Easter Acoustic 
Worship w/HC 

18  
 
Easter Monday - 
Church Office 
Closed 

19 
 
April Newsletter                
Submission                  
Deadline 
 
6:30PM  
Board of Youth & 
Children’s Ministry 
Meeting 

20 
 
9:30AM  
Adult Bible                     
Discussion 
11:00AM  
Daycare/Preschool 
Board Meeting 
5:30PM  
Confirmation Class 
6:30PM  
Youth Gathering 
Mtg 

21 
 
2:30PM  
RELP - 4K Event 
5:30PM  
Finance                         
Committee                   
Meeting 

22 23 
 
8:30AM 
LWML Spring Rally 

24 
 
8:30AM  
Traditional Worship  
9:30AM  
ELF Board Meeting 
9:35AM  
Sunday School, & 
Youth Group 
10:35AM  
Acoustic Worship  

25 
 
6:30PM  
Church Council 
Meeting 

26 27 
 
Church Office 
Closed for Training 
 
9:30AM  
Adult Bible                     
Discussion 
5:30PM  
Confirmation Class 
6:00PM  
Jubilate Choir 

28 29 30 
 
1:00PM  
Quilting 

April 2022 
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
601 Fall Street 
Eau Claire, WI 54703 
715-835-5239 
churchoffice@orlcms.net 

April is a rainbow month, 

Of sudden springtime showers. 

Bright with golden daffodils 

And lots of pretty flowers 


