
FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
 

Days More Important Than Others 
 
November 28, 2021 
 
AS WE GATHER - Some days in our lives stand out as more memorable than others. 
The birth of a child, a long-awaited graduation, a particular vacation, or a family 
gathering are all days of joy that become part of the stories of our lives. A terrible 
illness, the death of someone dear, the loss of a job—these days, too, stand out as 
moments seared in our memories of pain that never seems to go away entirely. Some 
days stand out more than others. Today’s Readings declare the days when Jesus 
came into the midst of all our joys and sorrows to bring joy, restoration, and hope. 
Our salvation was won on Good Friday and Easter Sunday. And the day is still coming 
when Christ will return and all creation will be restored. Jesus fills our days—good or 
bad, joyful or sorrowful—with His gracious presence from now until He returns on that 
great Last Day. 
 
 

 PREPARATION  
 

SONG  “SANCTUARY” by John W. Thompson & Randy Scruggs  
 
INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES Jeremiah 33:14–15; Luke 21:27, 33, adapt. 
 

Pastor: The LORD says, “I will fulfill the promise I made to the houses of Israel 
and Judah.” 

People: We thank You, Lord! 
 

Pastor: The LORD says, “My righteous Branch will cause justice and 
righteousness to spring up.” 

People: We adore You, Lord! 
 

Pastor: The LORD says, “You will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with 
power and great glory.” 

People: We praise You, Lord! 
 

Pastor: The LORD says, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will 
never pass away.” 

People: We worship You, Lord! 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

Pastor: On the four Sundays in Advent, we light a new candle each week. We 
mark the four candles with these four words: hope, peace, joy, and 
love. 
 

Jesus Christ is the hope of the nations. 
People: We wait for the Lord, and in His Word we hope. 
 
SONG  “LIGHT ONE CANDLE (FOR HOPE)” by Natalie Sleeth 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 25:6–7 
 

Pastor: Through our baptism we are a new creation in Christ, but we are 
sinners, so we confess our sins to God and to one another. 

 

A time of silence is observed. 
 

Pastor: We confess to You, Lord, that we are captive to sin in almost 
everything we do, speak, or think.  We haven’t loved You, putting You 
first before everything else, and we haven’t shown the love to our 
neighbors that You have asked us to.  

People: Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast love, for they 
are from of old. 

 

Pastor: Don’t hold the sins of my youth, or my many offenses, against me; 
People: according to Your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of 

Your goodness, O LORD! 
 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 
His sake forgives you all of your sins. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all of your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

 WORD  
 

SALUTATION 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
 

Ancient of Days, bless all of our days with the hope and peace that 
Jesus won for us on Good Friday and Easter Sunday, 

People: so that we can live by Your mercy until that day when Christ will 
come again to judge the living and the dead; 

Pastor: through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
SONG  “EMMANUEL” by Bob McGee  
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 39:1-23    p. 33 
 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE    1 Thessalonians 3:9–13   p. 987  
 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL   Luke 21:25–36    p. 881 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

(The Gospel is read.) 
 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED  
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SONG OF THE DAY “MORE PRECIOUS THAN SILVER” by Lynn DeShazo 
 
MESSAGE  
 
RETURN TITHES & GIFTS TO GOD 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
BENEDICTION 1 Thessalonians 3:12–13; Numbers 6:24–26 
 

Pastor: May the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another 
and for all, . . . so that He may establish your hearts blameless in 
holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
with all His saints. 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
SONG  “SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS COME”   LSB 332:1-4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My hope is built on nothing less                               
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.  
LSB 575:1a 
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