
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST—
PROPER 21 
 

Abundant Grace 
 
September 26, 2021 
 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 

God’s grace is always abundant; it goes beyond the limits we might set. When 
seventy elders are supposed to report to Moses to help him, two remain in the camp. 
But the Spirit rests on them! In the Gospel, the disciples following Jesus on the way 
to Jerusalem complain. A non-disciple is able to cast out demons in His name! And 
Jesus tells them not to stop him. His grace even includes us despite our inability to 
do His will. Confident of our Lord’s return, the Epistle urges us to serve one another, 
healing, praying, cheering up, confessing, and forgiving. Jesus says we are as 
valuable as salt for one another, preserving our relationship to Him. “Have salt in 
yourselves,” He says, “and be at peace with one another.” 
 
 
 

 PREPARATION  
 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 104:33–34 
 

Pastor: I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; 
People: I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 
 

Pastor: May my meditation be pleasing to Him, 
People: for I rejoice in the LORD. 
 
SONG  “ON EAGLES’ WINGS”     LSB 727  
 
 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION James 5:7, 9, 12, 14, 16; Mark 9:50; Psalm 
104:31, 35b 
 

Pastor: We come before our God today asking Him to look down on us in 
mercy. So often we fail to live as the Christians we profess to be. So 
James urges, “Confess your sins to one another and pray for one 
another, that you may be healed.” Let us ask God for grace and mercy. 

 

Silence for reflection. 
 

Pastor: James writes, “Be patient . . . until the coming of the Lord. . . . Do not 
grumble against one another, brothers. . . . Let your ‘yes’ be yes and 
your ‘no’ be no. . . . Is anyone among you sick? . . . Pray over him.” 

People: We confess our impatience, our lack of love for our brothers and 
sisters in Christ, and our words that do not always reflect the love 
You have for us. We have sinned in our thoughts, words and 
actions. Heavenly Father, our only hope is in Your grace and 
mercy. Forgive us for Jesus’ sake. 

 

Pastor: God has cured our sin by sending His Son to die in our place. He 
values us and calms our fears, saying, “Have salt in yourselves, and 
be at peace.” As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Pastor: May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 
People: may the LORD rejoice in His works. 

Bless the LORD, O my soul! Praise the LORD! 
 
 

 WORD  
 

SALUTATION 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
 



Heavenly Father, You want nothing to separate us from Your grace 
and mercy. 

People: Help us to realize how valuable we are to You and then help us 
seek to be at peace with one another; 

 

Pastor: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
SONG  “ANCIENT WORDS” by Lynn Deshazo 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Numbers 11:4–6, 10–16, 24–29  p. 119 
 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE    James 5:1–12    p. 1013 
 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL   Mark 9:38–50    p. 845 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

(The Gospel is read.) 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SONG OF THE DAY “AMAZING GRACE (MY CHAINS ARE GONE)”  
        by Chris Tomlin & Louie Giglio 
 
MESSAGE  
 
RETURN TITHES & GIFTS TO GOD 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
SONG  “PASS IT ON” by Kurt Kaiser   
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Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you make it salty again? 
Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another. Mark 9:50 


