
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST—
PROPER 20 
 

Sin’s War and God’s Peace 
 

September 19, 2021 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 

There is a war going on. It is quite evident in the outward conflicts within society. And, as 
Jeremiah and David realized, the world has warred against people of faith throughout 
history. But in today’s Epistle, James reveals that the struggle continues within each of us. 
Our passions are often opposed to God. Our Lord Jesus, by His death and resurrection, has 
won the victory—and therefore, peace—over outward and inward warfare. His grace 
assures us of daily and eternal peace. 
 
 

 PREPARATION  
 

SONG  “WE ARE AN OFFERING” by Dwight Liles  
 
INVOCATION 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION James 3:18; 4:5–6, 8; Psalm 54:1–2, 4, 6 
 

Pastor: In today’s Epistle, James urges, “Draw near to God, and He will draw near to 
you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-
minded.” Let us go to God, echoing David’s words in Psalm 54, appointed for 
today. 

 

Pastor:  O God, save me, by Your name, 
People: and vindicate me by Your might. 
 

Pastor:  O God, hear my prayer; 
People: give ear to the words of my mouth. 
 

Pastor:  James’ words in today’s Epistle guide our confession. Gracious God, 
People: we confess that as we have desired friendship with the world, we forget 

that it would mean enmity with God. We confess that our passions are 
at war within us. We have had bitter jealousy and selfish ambition inside 
us. In all humility, we come to You, holy Lord, seeking Your peace to 
calm the war within us. 

 

Pastor: God has not given up on you! He yearns jealously over the spirit that He has 
made to dwell in us. Indeed, He gives more grace. James writes, “A harvest 
of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace,” and in His 
death and resurrection, Jesus gave us His righteousness and established 
peace between us and God. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and 
by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Pastor:  Behold, God is my helper; 
People: the Lord is the upholder of my life. 
 

Pastor:  With a freewill offering I will sacrifice to You; 
People: I will give thanks to Your name, O LORD, for it is good. 
 
 

 WORD  
 

SALUTATION 
 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
 

O God, in Your infinite grace You have forgiven our warring against Your will 
and rule. 

People: Grant that the peace our Lord has won will be evident in our humble 
service to You and the people around us each day; 

 

Pastor: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
SONG  “CHANGE MY HEART OH GOD” by Eddie Espinosa 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 11:18–20    p. 640  
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE    James 3:13–4:10    p. 1012 

 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 



HOLY GOSPEL   Mark 9:30–37     p. 845  
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

(The Gospel is read.) 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
NICENE CREED  
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SONG OF THE DAY “YOU ARE MY ALL IN ALL” by Dennis Jernigan  
 
MESSAGE 
 
RETURN TITHES & GIFTS TO GOD 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22 
 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
PROPER PREFACE 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and 
by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You. 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  
 
DISTRIBUTION  
 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor: O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, 

People: and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our 
hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly 
to serve You; 

 

Pastor: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
SONG  “DAY AFTER DAY” by John Andrew Schreiner & Walt Harrah 
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Whoever receives one such child in My name receives Me, and 
whoever receives Me, receives not Me but Him who sent Me. 
Mark 9:37 


