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The New Testament: Johannine Literature



Class Schedule
You can download prior presentations at stpfeeds.org.

• September 20 – How the Bible was 
written

• October 18 – History in and behind 
the Bible

• November 15 -- Torah

• December 13 -- Prophets 

• January 17 -- Writings

• February 21 – The Apocrypha

• March 14 – Mark and Matthew

• March 21 – Luke and Acts

• March 28 – Johannine Literature

• April 4 -- Letters of  St. Paul

• April 11 – Other Letters





Who wrote 
the fourth 
Gospel?

• By tradition the Gospel was written by John the 
Apostle, the youngest of  the Twelve Apostles and 
brother of  James. The Church Fathers identify 
him as John the Evangelist, John of  Patmos, John 
the Elder and the Beloved Disciple, and testify 
that he outlived the remaining apostles and that he 
was the only one to die of  natural causes. The 
traditions of  most Christian denominations have 
held that John the Apostle is the author of  several 
books of  the New Testament.

• Many modern scholars believe that the Gospel, 
the Epistles, and Revelation were written by a 
community of  believers, not necessarily by one of  
the original disciples.



The disciple “whom Jesus loved”

• It is this disciple who, while reclining beside Jesus at the Last Supper, asks Jesus who it is that will betray 
him, after being requested by Peter to do so. (Jn 13:23-25)

• Later at the crucifixion, Jesus tells his mother, "Woman, here is your son", and to the Beloved Disciple he 
says, "Here is your mother. [Jn 19:26-27]

• When Mary Magdalene discovers the empty tomb, she runs to tell the Beloved Disciple and Peter. The 
two men rush to the empty tomb and the Beloved Disciple is the first to reach it. However, Peter is the 
first to enter.[   Jn 20:1-10]

• In John 21, the last chapter of the Gospel of John, the Beloved Disciple is one of seven fishermen 
involved in the miraculous catch of 153 fish.[Jn 21:1-25]

• Peter sees the Beloved Disciple following them and asks, "What about him?" Jesus answers, "If I want him 
to remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow Me."[John 21:20-23]

• Again in the Gospel's last chapter, it states that the very book itself is based on the written testimony of 
the disciple whom Jesus loved.[John 21:24]



Outline 
of  the 
Gospel 
of  John

Prologue (John 1:-1:18)

Book of  Signs (1:19 to 12:50)

Book of  Glory (13:1 to 20:31)

Epilogue (chapter 21)



The Seven Signs

Changing water into wine at Cana in John 2:1-11 - "the first of  the signs"

Healing the royal official's son in Capernaum in John 4:46-54

Healing the paralytic at Bethesda in John 5:1-15

Feeding the 5000 in John 6:5-14

Jesus walking on water in John 6:16-24

Healing the man blind from birth in John 9:1-7

The raising of  Lazarus in John 11:1-45



Material only found in John

Prologue (Ch 1)
Calling of  Andrew, 

Philip, and Nathanael 
(1:35–51) 

Wedding at Cana 
(2:1–12) 

Conversation with 
Nicodemus (3:1–21) 

Samaritan woman at 
a well (4:1–42) 

Healing at Pool of  
Bethzatha (5:1–18) 

Rescue of  woman 
from stoning 
(7:53–8:11) 

Healing of  a man 
born blind (9:1–41) 

Raising of  Lazarus 
(11:1–44) 

Washing of  disciples’ 
feet (13:1–20) 

Prayer for believers 
to be united 

(17:1–26) 

Appearance to 
Thomas (20:24–29) 



Samaritan Woman at the Well

• This story in John 4 is one of  the longest dialogues in the Bible

• It is remarkable in its treatment of  a classic outsider – an 
unmarried Samaritan woman

• It is a great example of  John’s method of  conveying deep truths

• Conversation is happening on two levels – literal and symbolic

• Water vs. Living Water

• Worship on the mountain vs. Worship in spirit and truth



Christology

• Christology simply means how we understand Christ.

• “Low” Christology emphasizes the humanity of  
Jesus

• ”High” Christology emphasizes his divinity

• If  Mark is an example of  low Christology, then John 
is at the other end
• Gospel culminates with Thomas’ statement of  faith: 

“My Lord and my God.”



Logos

• For John, Jesus is the incarnate logos, present from the beginning of  
creation and through whom the world was created.

• John 1:1 “In the beginning was the logos, and the logos was with God, 
and the logos was God.”

• Gen. 1:1 “In the beginning when God created the heavens and the 
earth…”

• By the word (logos) of  the Lord were the heavens established, and 
all the host of  them by the spirit (pneuma) of  his mouth (Psalm 
33:6)

• The Logos tradition is related somewhat to the Wisdom literature in the 
Hebrew Scriptures and the Apocrypha



“I am” 
statements

Book of  Signs reveals different aspects of  this 
divine nature

“I am” statements recall Moses experience of  
God at the burning bush: “I am who I am.”

• Bread of  Life / Bread from Heaven - see Exod 16; Num 
11:6-9; Ps 78:24; Isa 55:1-3; Neh 9:15; 2 Mac 2:5-8

• Light of  the World - Exod 13:21-22; Isa 42:6-7; Ps 97:4
• Good Shepherd - Ezek 34:1-41; Gen 48:15; 49:24; Ps 23:1-

4; 80:1; 100:3-4; Micah 7:14
• Resurrection / Life - Dan 12:2; Ps 56:13; 2 Mac 7:1-38
• Way - Exod 33:13; Ps 25:4; 27:11; 86:11; 119:59; Isa 40:3; 

62:10
• Truth - 1 Kings 17:4; Ps 25:5; 43:3; 86:11; 119:160; Isa 45:19
• Vine / Vineyard - Isa 5:1-7; Ps 80:9-17; Jer 2:21; Ezek 17:5-

10

They include:



John’s 
Gospel and 
“the Jews”

• Much anti-Semitism has based itself  on 
quotes from John’s Gospel

• 71 references to “the Jews” -- often in a 
negative light

• Context is important! Gospel written after the 
destruction of  the temple and during a time 
when Jews and Christians were undergoing a 
messy divorce

• Need to ask ourselves who is being referred 
to:
• A) "the Jewish leaders and authorities"; or 

• B) "the Judeans" or "people living in the territory 
of  Judea"; or 

• C) "any or all religious and ethnic Jews."



1st Letter 
of  John

This epistle is written as a sermon 
to help strengthen people's faith in 
Jesus.

Addressed to “Little children” to 
warn them about anti-christs and 
worldliness

Dualistic imagery: light vs. 
darkness, children of  God vs. 
children of  the devil



2nd Letter 
of  John

Written as a letter from the elder 
(presbyter) to “the elect lady and 
her children”

Themes of  love, abiding in the 
truth come right from the Gospel

Similar warnings of  anti-christs 
and opponents from the first letter



3rd Letter 
of  John

From the elder 
(presbyter) to ”beloved 

Gaius”

Two others mentioned:

“Diotrephes, who likes 
to put himself  first, 

does not acknowledge 
our authority.”

“Everyone has testified 
favourably about 

Demetrius, and so has 
the truth itself.”



Revelation

• Author refers to himself  as John:
• 1:1 The revelation of  Jesus Christ, which God gave 

him to show his servants what must soon take place; 
he made it known by sending his angel to his 
servant John, who testified to the word of  God and to 
the testimony of  Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw.

• Attributed to John the Apostle, but modern 
scholars think this unlikely

• The book was written probably about 95 AD. The 
date is suggested by clues in the visions pointing to 
the reign of  the emperor Domitian.



Revelation = Apocalypse

• "Apocalypse" means the revealing of  divine 
mysteries; John is to write down what is revealed (what he 
sees in his vision) and send it to the seven churches.

• The entire book constitutes the letter—the letters to the 
seven individual churches are introductions to the rest of  
the book, which is addressed to all seven.

• While the dominant genre is apocalyptic, the author sees 
himself  as a Christian prophet: Revelation uses the word 
in various forms twenty-one times, more than any 
other New Testament book.



Imagery from the Hebrew Bible

• New Temple imagery of  Ezekiel 40–48 applied to New Jerusalem

• Son of  Man, Ancient One, 4 Beasts:  Daniel 7

• Ezekiel's encounter with God is in reverse order as John's encounter with God (Ezek 1:5–
28; Rev 4:2–7; 

• Beings with faces of  a lion, ox or calf, man, and eagle (Ezek 1:10; Rev 4:7), 

• An expanse before the throne (Ezek 1:22; Rev 4:6). 

• The chariot's horses in Zechariah's are the same colors as the four horses in Revelation 
(Zech 6:1–8; Rev 6:1–8). 

• Seven marches around Jericho by Joshua is reenacted by Jesus nesting the seven trumpets 
within the seventh seal (Josh 6:8–10; Rev 6:1–17; 8:1–9:21; 11:15–19). 

• The description of  the beast in Revelation is taken directly out of  Daniel (see Dan 7:2–8; 
Rev 13:1–7).



Different Interpretations

• Historical, which sees in Revelation a broad view of  
history; or in which Revelation mostly refers to the events 
of  the apostolic era (1st century) or, at the latest, the fall of  
the Roman Empire;

• Millennial, which believes that Revelation describes future 
events (modern believers in this interpretation are often 
called "millennialists"); and

• Allegorical, which holds that Revelation does not refer to 
actual people or events, but is an allegory of  the spiritual 
path and the ongoing struggle between good and evil.


