
Bible 101
Session 8: March 21, 2019

The New Testament: Luke & Acts 



Class Schedule
You can download prior presentations at stpfeeds.org.

• September 20 – How the Bible was 
written

• October 18 – History in and behind 
the Bible

• November 15 -- Torah

• December 13 -- Prophets 

• January 17 -- Writings

• February 21 – The Apocrypha

• March 14 – Mark and Matthew

• March 21 – Luke and Acts
• March 28 – Johannine Literature

• April 4 -- Letters of  St. Paul

• April 11 – Other Letters



New Testament Overview

• Unlike the Hebrew Bible, which was compiled over thousands of  years, the 
New Testament includes writings from a relatively compact period of  time

• Earliest written materials date from about 20 years after Christ’s death and 
resurrection.

• Latest books may date from around 100 CE

• Includes four Gospels, many letters, the Acts of  the Apostles, and an 
apocalypse, the Revelation to St. John









What is a Gospel?

• Word comes from the Middle English – Godspell – Good News
• Translated from euangelion in Greek, from which we get evangelist – teller of  the good news.
• Word is used in the Old Testament: 

• “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of  him who brings good news” (Isa. 52:7)

• And appears in the New Testament many times, for example: 
• 1 Cor. 15:1 Now I want to make clear for you, brothers and sisters, the gospel that I preached to you, that you 

received and on which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if  you hold firmly to the message I 
preached to you – unless you believed in vain.

• The Four Gospels are not biographies, per se, but are collections of  stories about Jesus and 
sayings of  Jesus told by and for early Christian communities so that they could know and share 
the good news.

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa.%2052.7


The Four Gospels—similar and different

• By the 2nd century CE, the word Gospel was being used to refer to the books 
about Jesus, and in particular the canonical gospels Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John

• All of  these books are actually anonymous! So how did they get their names?
• 2nd century Christian writers ascribed them to authors like Mark, a co-worker of  Peter, 

Matthew, the tax-collector, Luke the physician, and John the beloved disciple.

• While they reflect a common tradition, each gospel is written with the 
particular needs and world view of  their particular communities.



Synoptic Gospels

• If  you have read the New Testament, you have probably realized that three 
of  the Gospels are very similar to each other

• Matthew, Mark and Luke are called the “Synoptic” Gospels because they 
include many of  the same stories, often in a similar sequence and in similar 
or sometimes identical wording.

• Exactly how they are related has been a topic of  much scholarly interest: 
which came first, are they based on each other or another source, etc.?



The Gospels
• Scholars have carefully analyzed the 

stories and sayings in the Synoptic 
Gospels and found several categories:
• Triple Tradition: material that is substantially 

the same in all three gospels

• Double Tradition: Material in Matthew and 
Luke, but not in Mark, mostly sayings, which 
has led to speculation about a hypothetical 
document known as “Q”

• Material shared by Mark and Luke, but not 
Matthew

• Material shared by Mark and Matthew, but not 
Luke

• Material unique to each gospel



Triple Tradition--The Mustard Seed
Matthew 13:31-32 Mark 4:30-32 Luke 13:18-19

He put before them another 
parable: ‘The kingdom of  heaven 
is like a mustard seed that 
someone took and sowed in his 
field; it is the smallest of  all the 
seeds, but when it has grown it is 
the greatest of  shrubs and 
becomes a tree, so that the birds 
of  the air come and make nests in 
its branches.’

He also said, ‘With what can we 
compare the kingdom of  God, or 
what parable will we use for it?
It is like a mustard seed, which, 
when sown upon the ground, is 
the smallest of  all the seeds on 
earth; yet when it is sown it grows 
up and becomes the greatest of  
all shrubs, and puts forth large 
branches, so that the birds of  the 
air can make nests in its shade.’

He said therefore, ‘What is the 
kingdom of  God like? And to 
what should I compare it?
It is like a mustard seed that 
someone took and sowed in the 
garden; it grew and became a tree, 
and the birds of  the air made 
nests in its branches.’



Double Tradition
Matthew 6:9-15 Luke 11:1-4

‘Pray then in this way:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come.
Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.

And do not bring us to the time of  trial,
but rescue us from the evil one.

For if  you forgive others their trespasses, your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you; but if  you do 
not forgive others, neither will your Father forgive 
your trespasses.

He was praying in a certain place, and after he had 
finished, one of  his disciples said to him, ‘Lord, teach 
us to pray, as John taught his disciples.’ 
He said to them, ‘When you pray, say:
Father, hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come.
Give us each day our daily bread.
And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive 

everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of  trial.’



Luke-Acts: 
Two 

volumes of  
one book

• Luke 1:1-4
• Since many have undertaken to set down an 

orderly account of  the events that have been 
fulfilled among us, just as they were handed on to 
us by those who from the beginning were 
eyewitnesses and servants of  the word, I too 
decided, after investigating everything carefully 
from the very first, to write an orderly account for 
you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may 
know the truth concerning the things about which 
you have been instructed.

• Acts 1:1-2
• In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all 

that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until 
the day when he was taken up to heaven, after 
giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles whom he had chosen.



Gospel of  
Luke

• Early on, the author is connected to Luke the 
physician, one of  Paul’s co-workers (Philemon 
24, Colossians 4:14, 2 Timothy 4:11)

• Longest of  the books in the New Testament

• Written in a higher level of  Greek than other 
Christian writings

• Written from a historical mindset “an orderly 
account”

• Written for a Gentile audience



Outline of  the Gospel of  Luke

I. Preface (1:1-4)

II. Infancy narratives: John the Baptist and Jesus (1:5-2:52)

III. Preparation for Jesus’ ministry (3:1-4:13)

IV. Jesus’ ministry in Galilee (4:14-9:50)

V. Journey to Jerusalem (9:51-19:27)

VI. Jesus’ ministry in Jerusalem (19:28-21:38)

VII.Passion of  Jesus (22:1-23:56a)



Parables only found in Luke

The Good 
Samaritan 
(10: 29-37)

The Importunate 
Friend 
(11:5-8)

The Rich Man who 
built bigger barns 

(12:16-21)

The Prodigal Son 
(15:11-32)

The Crafty Steward 
(16:1-9)

The Rich Man and 
Lazarus 

(16:19-31)

The Unscrupulous 
Judge 

(18:1-8)

The Publican and 
the Sinner 
(18:9-14)



Stories only found in Luke

Entire infancy 
narrative (Chapters 

1 and 2)
Miraculous catch 
of  fish (5:1-11)

Widow's son at 
Nain (7:11-17)

Woman who 
bathes Jesus' feet 

with tears (7:36-50)

The women who 
accompany Jesus 

(8:2-3)

Sending of  the 
seventy-two (10:1-

2)

Martha and Mary 
(10:38-42)

Healing of  a 
crippled woman 
on the sabbath 

(13:10-13)

Healing on the 
sabbath (14:1-6)

The Samaritan 
leper (17:11-19)

Repentance of  
Zacchaeus (19:1-

10)

Jesus weeps over 
Jerusalem (19:41-

44)

Jesus before Herod 
(23:6-16)

”Daughters of  
Jerusalem" (23:26-

32)
The good and bad 
thieves (23-39-43)

Road to Emmaus 
(24:13-35)



Some Key Themes in Luke

Important role 
of  women in 
Luke’s Gospel

Importance of  
Gentiles & 
Samaritans

Reflection of  
Luke’s 

congregation

Part of  the story 
of  the Gospel 

expanding to all 
nations

Importance of  
the poor vis a vis 

the rich



Song of  
Mary

And Mary said,
‘My soul magnifies the Lord,

and my spirit rejoices in 
God my Savior, for he has 
looked with favor on the 
lowliness of  his servant.

Surely, from now on all 
generations will call 
me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done 
great things for me,

and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who 
fear him from generation to 
generation.

He has shown strength with 
his arm; he has scattered the 
proud in the thoughts of  their 
hearts.

He has brought down the 
powerful from their thrones, 
and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with 
good things, and sent the rich 
away empty.

He has helped his servant 
Israel, in remembrance of  his 
mercy, according to the 
promise he made to our 
ancestors, to Abraham and to 
his descendants for ever.’



Sermon on the Plain vs Mount
LUKE 6
17 He came down with them and stood on a level place, with a 
great crowd of  his disciples and a great multitude of  people from 
all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of  Tyre and Sidon. 20 Then he 
looked up at his disciples and said:

‘Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of  God.
‘Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled.

‘Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 
‘Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, 
revile you, and defame you on account of  the Son of  Man.

Rejoice on that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great 
in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.

MATTHEW 5
5When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he 
sat down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and 
taught them, saying:

‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of  heaven.
‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 
will be filled.
‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter 
all kinds of  evil against you falsely on my account.

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.



Holy Spirit 
in Luke-

Acts

• Key turning points are all initiated by the 
activity of  the Spirit
• Jesus’ birth (Luke 1:35), “the Holy Spirit will come 

upon you”

• baptism (Luke 3:21-22), “the Holy Spirit 
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove.”

• temptation (Luke 4:1-2), “full of  the Holy Spirit”

• the start of  his ministry (Luke 4:18). “The Spirit 
of  the Lord is upon me”

• The beginning of  Acts (Acts 2:4) “All of  them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit”

• Mission to the Gentiles (Acts 10:44-48) “the Holy 
Spirit fell upon all who heard the word.”

https://www.bibleodyssey.org/lightbox-bible-passage.aspx?passage=Luke+1%3a35
https://www.bibleodyssey.org/lightbox-bible-passage.aspx?passage=Luke+3%3a21-22
https://www.bibleodyssey.org/lightbox-bible-passage.aspx?passage=Luke+4%3a1-2
https://www.bibleodyssey.org/lightbox-bible-passage.aspx?passage=Luke+4%3a18
https://www.bibleodyssey.org/lightbox-bible-passage.aspx?passage=Acts+2%3a4
https://www.bibleodyssey.org/lightbox-bible-passage.aspx?passage=Acts+10%3a44-48


Healing in 
the Gospel 

of  Luke

• Jesus heals people in thirteen episodes in the 
Gospel of  Luke: 4:31-37; 4:38-44; 5:12-16; 
5:17-26; 7:1-10; 7:11-17; 7:21; 8:26-39; 8:40-
56; 9:37-45; 13:10-17; 17:11-19; and 18:35-43.

• He heals Jews and Gentiles, women and men, 
and touches people



Acts – the Gospel of  the Early Church

• Clear progression of  the Gospel geographically
• Luke 24: 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, 

‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 
day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of  sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem.

• Acts 1: 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of  the earth.’

• Gospel is Jesus’ journey into Jerusalem
• Acts is the Church’s journey out from Jerusalem
• Story centers on two key figures: St. Peter and St. Paul



Outline of  Acts

Transition from the Gospel of  Luke (Acts 1–1:26)

Petrine Christianity: the Jewish church from Jerusalem to Antioch (Acts 2:1–12:25)
• 2:1–8:1 – beginnings in Jerusalem
• 8:2–40 – the church expands to Samaria and beyond
• 9:1–31 – conversion of  Paul
• 9:32–12:25 – the conversion of  Cornelius, and the formation of  the Antioch church

Pauline Christianity: the Gentile mission from Antioch to Rome (Acts 13:1–28:21)
• 13:1–14:28 – the Gentile mission is promoted from Antioch
• 15:1–35 – the Gentile mission is confirmed in Jerusalem
• 15:36–28:31 – the Gentile mission, climaxing in Paul's passion story in Rome (21:17–28:31)



Pentecost: 
Acts 2

• Manifestation of  the universality of  the 
Gospel

• Apostles speak in other languages 

• Jews and proselytes from all nations hear in 
their own languages

• Peter’s sermon quotes Joel: 
• “In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will 

pour out my Spirit upon all flesh”

• That day 3000 Jews were baptized and 
“devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 
and fellowship, to the breaking of  bread and 
the prayers.”



Conversion 
of  Saul

9:1Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder 
against the disciples of  the Lord, went to the high 
priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at 
Damascus, so that if  he found any who belonged to the 
Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to 
Jerusalem. 3Now as he was going along and approaching 
Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around 
him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to 
him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ 5He asked, 
‘Who are you, Lord?’ The reply came, ‘I am Jesus, whom 
you are persecuting.6But get up and enter the city, and you 
will be told what you are to do.’7The men who were 
travelling with him stood speechless because they heard 
the voice but saw no one. 8Saul got up from the ground, 
and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so 
they led him by the hand and brought him into 
Damascus. 9For three days he was without sight, and 
neither ate nor drank.



Paul’s 
Missionary 
Journeys

1st journey (ch 12-14) 
Cyprus, Antioch, Iconium 
and Lystra

2nd journey (ch 15-18) 
Philippi, Thessalonica, 
Berea, Athens and Corinth 

3rd journey (ch 18-21) 
Galatia, Phrygia, Ephesus, 
Macedonia, Troas, 
Miletus,Tyre and Caesarea



Council of  
Jerusalem: 

Acts 15

• Key issue was the inclusion of  Gentiles in the 
Christian church

• Peter the leading voice for the Jewish Mission
• Converted to Gentile cause by a vision (Acts 10)

• Paul the leading voice for the Gentile Mission

• James, the brother of  Jesus, and leader of  the 
church in Jerusalem, listens to the arguments 
and gives his judgment:
• “Therefore I have reached the decision that we 

should not trouble those Gentiles who are turning 
to God, but we should write to them to abstain 
only from things polluted by idols and from 
fornication and from whatever has been 
strangled and from blood.”



End of  
Acts

• Acts ends with Paul’s voyage to Rome:
• “He lived there for two whole years at his own 

expense and welcomed all who came to 
him, proclaiming the kingdom of  God and 
teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all 
boldness and without hindrance.”

• This for Luke shows the fulfilment of  Jesus’ 
prophecy of  the spread of  the Gospel and 
paves the way for the continuation of  that 
missionary work

• By tradition (not in the Bible) both Peter and 
Paul are martyred in Rome


