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The New Testament: Mark & Matthew 



Our class so far

• September 20 – How the Bible was written

• October 18 – History in and behind the Bible

• November 15 -- Torah

• December 13 -- Prophets 

• January 17 -- Writings

• February 21 – The Apocrypha



Lenten Classes

• March 14 – Mark and Matthew
• March 21 – Luke and Acts

• March 28 – Johannine Literature

• April 4 -- Letters of  St. Paul

• April 11 – Other Letters



New Testament Overview

• Unlike the Hebrew Bible, which was compiled over thousands of  years, the 
New Testament includes writings from a relatively compact period of  time

• Earliest written materials date from about 20 years after Christ’s death and 
resurrection.

• Latest books may date from around 100 CE

• Includes four Gospels, many letters, the Acts of  the Apostles, and an 
apocalypse, the Revelation to St. John









What is a Gospel?

• Word comes from the Middle English – Godspell – Good News
• Translated from euangelion in Greek, from which we get evangelist – teller of  the good news.
• Word is used in the Old Testament: 

• “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of  him who brings good news” (Isa. 52:7)

• And appears in the New Testament many times, for example: 
• 1 Cor. 15:1 Now I want to make clear for you, brothers and sisters, the gospel that I preached to you, that you 

received and on which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if  you hold firmly to the message I 
preached to you – unless you believed in vain.

• The Four Gospels are not biographies, per se, but are collections of  stories about Jesus and 
sayings of  Jesus told by and for early Christian communities so that they could know and share 
the good news.

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa.%2052.7


The Four Gospel—similar and different

• By the 2nd century CE, the word Gospel was being used to refer to the books 
about Jesus, and in particular the canonical gospels Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John

• All of  these books are actually anonymous! So how did they get their names?
• 2nd century Christian writers ascribed them to authors like Mark, a co-worker of  Peter, 

Matthew, the tax-collector, Luke the physician, and John the beloved disciple.

• While they reflect a common tradition, each gospel is written with the 
particular needs and world view of  their particular communities.



Synoptic Gospels

• If  you have read the New Testament, you have probably realized that three 
of  the Gospels are very similar to each other

• Matthew, Mark and Luke are called the “Synoptic” Gospels because they 
include many of  the same stories, often in a similar sequence and in similar 
or sometimes identical wording.

• Exactly how they are related has been a topic of  much scholarly interest: 
which came first, are they based on each other or another source, etc.?



The Gospels
• Scholars have carefully analyzed the 

stories and sayings in the Synoptic 
Gospels and found several categories:
• Triple Tradition: material that is substantially 

the same in all three gospels

• Double Tradition: Material in Matthew and 
Luke, but not in Mark, mostly sayings, which 
has led to speculation about a hypothetical 
document known as “Q”

• Material shared by Mark and Luke, but not 
Matthew

• Material shared by Mark and Matthew, but not 
Luke

• Material unique to each gospel



Triple Tradition--The Mustard Seed
Matthew 13:31-32 Mark 4:30-32 Luke 13:18-19

He put before them another 
parable: ‘The kingdom of  heaven 
is like a mustard seed that 
someone took and sowed in his 
field; it is the smallest of  all the 
seeds, but when it has grown it is 
the greatest of  shrubs and 
becomes a tree, so that the birds 
of  the air come and make nests in 
its branches.’

He also said, ‘With what can we 
compare the kingdom of  God, or 
what parable will we use for it?
It is like a mustard seed, which, 
when sown upon the ground, is 
the smallest of  all the seeds on 
earth; yet when it is sown it grows 
up and becomes the greatest of  
all shrubs, and puts forth large 
branches, so that the birds of  the 
air can make nests in its shade.’

He said therefore, ‘What is the 
kingdom of  God like? And to 
what should I compare it?
It is like a mustard seed that 
someone took and sowed in the 
garden; it grew and became a tree, 
and the birds of  the air made 
nests in its branches.’



Double Tradition (Possible Q)

Matthew 7:13-14 Luke 13:23-24
Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and 
the way is easy, that leads to destruction, and those 
who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and 
the way is hard, that leads to life, and those who 
find it are few.

And some one said to him, “lord, will those who 
are saved be few?” And he said to them, “Strive to 
enter by the narrow door; for many, I tell you, will 
seek to enter and will not be able.”



Mark

• It is generally (though not exclusively) argued that Mark is the earliest 
Gospel.

• In the 2nd century it was ascribed to John Mark, who scribed for the 
apostle Peter, though that theory has been doubted by modern 
scholars.

• It may have been written c. AD 66–70, during Nero's persecution of  
the Christians in Rome or the Jewish revolt, as suggested by internal 
references to war in Judea and to persecution.

• It was written in Greek for a gentile audience, and Rome, Galilee, 
Antioch (third-largest city in the Roman Empire, located in northern 
Syria), and southern Syria have all been offered as alternative places 
of  composition.



Key things to notice

• Mark is the first to connect Jesus life and ministry with the good news—
• 1:1 “The beginning of  the Gospel of  Jesus Christ (the Son of  God).”

• There is no birth narrative in Mark. The story begins with Jesus’ baptism.
• Jesus spends time in the wilderness with angels and wild beasts
• Galilee is important as a symbol of  where Jesus’ mission is leading.
• It is the shortest Gospel
• There is a sense of  urgency – “and immediately” is used over 40 times!
• There is a need for secrecy about Jesus and his miracles.



Messianic Secret in Mark

• In the New Testament, Jesus commands silence in many instances.[5] An example is Mark 8:29–30:
• And he asked them, "But who do you say that I am?" Peter said to him in reply, "You are the Messiah." Then he warned them 

not to tell anyone about him.

• Jesus also issues commands of  silence after miracles and healings, e.g. in Mark 1:43–45 in the cleansing of  a 
leper:
• Then, warning him sternly, he dismissed him at once. Then he said to him, "See that you tell no one anything, but go, show 

yourself  to the priest and offer for your cleansing what Moses prescribed; that will be proof  for them.” The man went away 
and began to publicize the whole matter. He spread the report abroad so that it was impossible for Jesus to enter a town 
openly. He remained outside in deserted places, and people kept coming to him from everywhere.

• The concept, as Wrede used it, also included parables and secrets of  the Kingdom of  God as in Mark 4:11:
• He answered them, "The mystery of  the kingdom of  God has been granted to you. But to those outside everything comes in 

parables."

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Messianic_Secret


Several Endings

• The earliest and most reliable manuscripts of  Mark end at Mark 16:8, with the women fleeing in fear 
from the empty tomb: the majority of  recent scholars believe this to be the original ending, and this is 
supported by statements from the early Church Fathers Eusebius and Jerome.

• Two attempts were made to provide a more satisfactory conclusion. A minority of  later manuscripts have 
what is called the "shorter ending", an addition to Mark 16:8 telling how the women told "those around 
Peter" all that the angel had commanded and how the message of  eternal life (or "proclamation of  
eternal salvation") was then sent out by Jesus himself. This addition differs from the rest of  Mark both in 
style and in its understanding of  Jesus.

• The overwhelming majority of  manuscripts have the "longer ending", Mark 16:9–20, with accounts of  
the resurrected Jesus, the commissioning of  the disciples to proclaim the gospel, and Christ's 
ascension. This ending was possibly written in the early 2nd century and added later in the same century.



Gospel of  Matthew

• The Gospel of  the Church – most used in worship 
from the beginning and most commented on by the 
church fathers

• Only Gospel to use the term church ekklesia (16:18, 
18:17)

• Uses the basic structure (and 90% of  the verses) of  
Mark

• Written ca 85 CE by a Jewish Christian for a largely 
Jewish Christian congregation



Key things to notice

• Emphasis on Jesus as the fulfiller of  the Law and the Prophets
• 5:17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come 

not to abolish but to fulfil.”

• Matthew begins with the genealogy, proving Jesus’ lineage
• Like Moses, he is miraculously born to “save his people” (Exodus 3:10)

• He is saved from a wicked king 2:13-14 (cf Exodus 1:22-2:10)

• He is ”called out of  Egypt” 2:15

• Baptism recalls crossing of  the Red Sea



Kingdom of  Heaven

• Mark (and Luke) refer to God’s reign as the Kingdom of  God, but Matthew 
uses Kingdom of  Heaven

• Possibly a Jewish desire to avoid using the name of  God

• Perhaps a contrast showing that Jesus and the disciples are already existing in 
a higher state

• Kingdom of  Heaven also has eschatological implications – the end of  time 
when God’s will is done on earth as it is in heaven



Titles of  Jesus in Matthew

• The title Son of  David identifies Jesus as the healing and miracle-working 
Messiah of  Israel (it is used exclusively in relation to miracles), sent to Israel 
alone.

• As Son of  Man he will return to judge the world, an expectation which his 
disciples recognise but of  which his enemies are unaware.

• As Son of  God he is God revealing himself  through his son, and Jesus 
proving his sonship through his obedience and example.



Jesus and the Torah

• Jesus and the polemic against the scribes and pharisees
• Christians of  Matthew’s day are being excluded from and persecuted in the synagogues
• NOT an attack on the Jewish people or an expression of  anti-Semitism
• Instead Jesus is offering an alternative way of  keeping the Torah

• Jesus as Teacher of  Torah (Sermon on the Mount 5-7)
• Jesus as Fulfilment of  the Torah 

• Immanuel, God’s Son, Nazarene, born in Bethlehem, suffering servant, hope of  the Gentiles

• Jesus as the personification of  the Torah (11:28-30)
• Greater than the temple (12:6), than Jonah (12:41), than Solomon (12:42)


