Bible 101
Session 10: April 4, 2019

The New Testament: Letters of Paul

Class Schedule
You can download prior presentations at stpfeeds.org.

• September 20 – How the Bible was • February 21 – The Apocrypha
written

•
• October 18 – History in and behind •
the Bible
•
• November 15 -- Torah
•
• December 13 -- Prophets
•
• January 17 -- Writings

March 14 – Mark and Matthew
March 21 – Luke and Acts
March 28 – Johannine Literature
April 4 -- Letters of St. Paul
April 11 – Other Letters

Who was St. Paul?
• Named Saul (Hebrew name) and also called Paul (Roman name)
• Born between 5 B.C.E. and 5 C.E
• Born to a religious Jewish family in Tarsus; his father was most likely
a Pharisee

• He was a tentmaker by trade
• He studied with Gamaliel in Jerusalem, one of the most noted rabbis
in history in the Hillel School

• He learned Jewish law, but also received a broad classical education
• He was a Roman citizen

Saul as a persecutor of the church
• “You have heard, no doubt, of my earlier life in Judaism. I was violently

persecuting the church of God and was trying to destroy it. I advanced in
Judaism beyond many among my people of the same age, for I was far
more zealous for the traditions of my ancestors.” (Galatians 1:13-14)

• “If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have

more:5circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of
the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a
Pharisee;6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under
the law, blameless.” (Philippians 3:4-6)

•

And while the blood of your witness Stephen was shed, I myself was
standing by, approving and keeping the coats of those who killed him.’
(Acts 22:20)
20

Conversion
• Paul's conversion can be dated to
31–36 by his reference to it in
his letters.

• “God ‘was pleased to reveal his son to
me.’" (Galatians 1:16)

• “Last of all, as to one untimely born,
He appeared to me also.” (1
Corinthians 15:8)

• Acts 9:1-22

Paul’s
Missionary
Journeys
1st journey (ch 12-14)
Cyprus, Antioch, Iconium
and Lystra
2nd journey (ch 15-18)
Philippi, Thessalonica,
Berea, Athens and Corinth
3rd journey (ch 18-21)
Galatia, Phrygia, Ephesus,
Macedonia, Troas, Miletus,
Tyre and Caesarea

• A Jewish "Levite" named Joseph, but
nicknamed Barnabas ("son of
encouragement") by the apostles (Acts 4:36).

• Mentioned a total of 31 times in the NT,

Paul’s coworkers:
Barnabas

mostly in Acts, but also in 1Cor 9:6; Gal 2:1,
9, 13; Col 4:10.

• He introduces Saul (Paul) to the
apostles (9:26-27) and later brings him from
Tarsus to Antioch (11:25-26).

• After Barnabas and Paul separate (cf. Gal
2:11-14), Barnabas continues preaching with
Mark in Cyprus (Acts 15:39)

• Paul's closest assistant (mentioned 26 times in the NT), the coauthor and/or deliverer of six of Paul's letters (2Cor; Phil; Col;
1Thess; 2Thess; Phlm), and the addressee of two other (probably
deutero-Pauline) letters (1Tim & 2Tim).

• Originally from Lystra in Lycaonia, the son of a Greek father and

Jewish-Christian mother (Acts 16:1; 2Tim 1:5), Timothy joins Paul ca.
49/50 AD and works with him throughout his life.

Paul’s coworkers:
Timothy

• Mention of Timothy's grandmother Lois and mother Eunice (2Tim 1:5).
• Paul variously calls Timothy "my beloved and faithful child in the
Lord" (1Cor 4:17; cf. 1Tim 1:2; 2Tim 1:2), "our brother" (1Thess 3:2;
2Cor 1:1; Col 1:1; Phlm 1), "a servant of Christ Jesus" (Phil 1:1), and
"our/my co-worker" (1Thess 3:2; Rom 16:21).

• Timothy was with Paul and Silvanus when they first established

Christian communities in Philippi, Thessalonica, and Corinth (2Cor
1:19; Acts 16:1--18:11), and also later when Paul was traveling around
the Aegaen Sea and to Jerusalem (Acts 19:22; 20:4; Rom 16:21).

• But he was also sent as Paul's emissary to revisit the Christians in

various provinces, esp. Macedonia (1Thess 3:1-6; Phil 2:19-24) and
Achaia (1Cor 4:17; 16:10-11).

• Paul had Timothy stay in Ephesus to guide and teach the church
there (1Tim 1:1-3; 4:11-16).

Paul’s co-workers: Titus
•

One of Paul's closest associates, mentioned 13 times in the Pauline and deutero-Pauline
letters (but curiously never in Acts).

•

A Gentile convert to Christianity who accompanies Barnabas and Paul to the Jerusalem
Council; although he is an uncircumcised Greek, he is not compelled to be
circumcised (Gal 2:1-3).

•

Paul tells the Corinthians that Titus is "my brother" (2Cor 2:13) and "my partner and coworker for you" (8:23).

•

Titus later serves as Paul's messenger to the Christian communities in Macedonia and
Achaia, esp. in Corinth (2Cor 7:5--8:24; 12:18).

•

He may also have preached in Dalmatia (modern Albania & Bosnia; 2Tim 4:10),

•

According to one of the "Pastoral Letters," Paul left Titus on the island of Crete to
organize and appoint leaders for the churches there (Tit 1:4-5).

Paul’s co-workers:
Silvanus/Silas
• the same person named "Silas" in Acts is always called
"Silvanus" in Paul's letters and in 1Pet 5:12.

• a Christian "leader" and "prophet" from Jerusalem (Acts

15:22, 32), who accompanied Paul and Timothy at the
beginning of their missionary activity in Macedonia and
Achaia (1Thess 1:1; 2Thess 1:1; 2Cor 1:19; Acts 15:40--18:5).

• probably parted company with Paul, since he is not
mentioned later in Acts nor in Paul's other letters.

• later associated with Peter in Rome, serving as his secretary,
and called "faithful brother" (1Pet 5:12).

• Synergoi (literally "co-workers," but meaning "assistants" or

"junior partners") is a term that Paul uses mostly for his own
missionary assistants, but only rarely for the apostles or other
missionaries who were Christians before or independent of Paul.

Paul’s other
co-workers

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Prisca and Aquila (Rom 16:3),
Urbanus (Rom 16:9),
Timothy (Rom 16:21; 1Thess 3:2),
Titus (2Cor 8:23),
Epaphroditus (Phil 2:25),
Clement (Phil 4:3),
Aristarchus, Mark, and Justus (Col 4:10-11),
Philemon (Phlm 1),
Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke (Phlm 24)

• Interestingly, Paul refers to himself and Apollos as "co-workers /
junior partners" of God (1Cor 3:9; cf. 2Cor 1:24)
• Paul uses several other Greek terms to designate his assistants,
including
•

systratiotes ("fellow soldier") for Epaphroditus (Phil 2:25) and
Archippus (Phlm 2),

•

synaixmalotos ("fellow prisoner") for Aristarchus (Col 4:10), Epaphras (Phlm
23), and Andronicus and Junia (Rom 16:7), and

•

syndoulos ("fellow slave") for Epaphras (Col 1:7) and Tychicus (Col 4:7).

Expanding
Churches

•

1 Thessalonians: only Silvanus and Timothy are mentioned as Paul's co-workers (1:1;
3:2, 6); the greetings at the end of the letter are sent to the "brothers" (Christians) in
general, but without naming any individuals (5:26).

•

Philippians: along with Timothy (1:1; 2:19-24), Epaphroditus is mentioned as Paul's coworker (2:25-30; 4:15-20), as well as Euodia, Syntyche, Clement, "and the rest of my coworkers" (4:2-3).

•

Philemon: Paul (with Timothy) writes this letter to Philemon, Apphia, and Archippus (12), talks extensively about Onesimus (10-16), and concludes by conveying greetings
from Epaphras (his "fellow prisoner"), as well as Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, his
"co-workers" (22-23).

•

1 Corinthians: in this letter Paul mentions Sosthenes ("our brother"; 1:1), Chloe's
messengers (1:11), Apollos and Cephas (as "apostles" or "servants" of Jesus; 1:12; 3:22;
etc.), Timothy, his "son," and other brothers (4:17; 16:10), the household
of Stephanas ("first converts in Achaia"; 16:15), Stephanas, Fortunatus, and
Achaicus (Corinthians who are visiting Paul; 16:17), and finally conveys greetings
from Aquila and Prisca and "the church in their house" (16:19).

•

Romans: in the last chapter, Paul commends "Phoebe, a deacon of the church at
Cenchraea" (16:1-2), sends greetings to Prisca and Aquila (v.3), Epaenetus, "the first
convert in Asia" (v.5), and over twenty-five other individuals, families, and
households (vv.6-16); he also conveys greetings to the Romans from eight other
individuals, including Timothy, Lucius, Jason, Sosispater, Tertius, Gaius, Erastus, and
Quartus (vv.21-23).

Letters of Paul
• Earliest Christian writings
• Tool for Paul to stay connected with
the churches he founded

• Vehicle for teaching, encouraging,
correcting and reproving

• Skillful use of rhetoric

Rhetoric in Paul’s letters
• Ancient rhetoricians said arguments are based on logical reasoning (logos),

emotional response (pathos), and relying on the character of the speaker (ethos)
• Logos: “I may be untrained in speech, but not in knowledge; certainly in every way and in all
things we have made this evident to you.” (2 Cor. 11:6)

• Pathos: “For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your

duty, 9yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old
man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. (Phil. 8-9)

• Ethos: “Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of

God, 2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures… To all
God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints….” (Romans 1)

• Seven undisputed letters:
• First Thessalonians (c. 50 AD)
• Galatians (c. 53)

Authorship

• First Corinthians (c. 53–54)
• Philippians (c. 55)
• Philemon (c. 55)
• Second Corinthians (c. 55–56)
• Romans (c. 57)

Disputed Letters
The letters thought to
be pseudepigraphic by about 80%
of scholars:

The letters on which scholars are
about evenly divided:
• Colossians
• Second Thessalonians

•
•
•
•

Ephesians
First Timothy
Second Timothy
Titus

Problems in Community: Corinth
•

11For

it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels
among you, my brothers and sisters.12What I mean is that each of you says, ‘I
belong to Paul’, or ‘I belong to Apollos’, or ‘I belong to Cephas’, or ‘I belong
to Christ.’ 13Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were
you baptized in the name of Paul?” (1 Cor. 1:11-13)

• A few of the issues Paul tackles in 1 Corinthians:
• marriage, divorce, celibacy, diet, idolatry, personal Christian freedom, worship, spiritual
gifts, congregational order, and questions about resurrection and the age to come.

Paul’s opponents
• Jewish Christians who want all Christians to be circumcised
• “I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you in the grace

of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 7not that there is another gospel, but
there are some who are confusing you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ.”
(Galatians 1:6-7)

• “Spiritual” people who don’t think they need to follow the rules
• Wandering Greek philosophers and wisdom teachers
• People in the church who just don’t like Paul

• According to EP Sanders, Paul's writings
reveal the essence of the Christian message:
• (1) God sent his Son;
• (2) the Son was crucified and resurrected for the

Paul’s
theology

benefit of humanity;

• (3) the Son would soon return; and
• (4) those who belonged to the Son would live with
him forever.

• (5) the admonition to live by the highest moral
standard: “May your spirit and soul and body be
kept sound and blameless at the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ”

Christ’s Imminent Return
• But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and

sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not grieve as
others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died
and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those
who have died. 15For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord,
that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will
by no means precede those who have died. 16For the Lord himself,
with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound
of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ
will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up
in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so
we will be with the Lord for ever. 18Therefore encourage one another
with these words. (I Thessalonians 4:13-18)

St. Paul and the Eucharist
For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you,
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a
loaf of bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it
and said, ‘This is my body that is for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.’ 25In the same way he took the cup also,
after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my
blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
me.’ 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup,
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. (1 Cor. 11:2326)

• Therefore, since we are justified by faith,

Paul on
Faith

we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have
obtained access to this grace in which we
stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing
the glory of God. 3And not only that, but
we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that
suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance
produces character, and character produces
hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us,
because God’s love has been poured into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been
given to us. (Romans 5:1-5)

Baptism: Dying and Rising
• 3Do you not know that all of us who have been

baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death? 4Therefore we have been buried with him
by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
so we too might walk in newness of life. 5 For if
we have been united with him in a death like his,
we will certainly be united with him in a
resurrection like his. (Romans 6:3-5)

Body, Flesh and Spirit
• 12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to

live according to the flesh— 13for if you live according to the flesh,
you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the
body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are
children of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall
back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we
cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our
spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs,
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with
him so that we may also be glorified with him. (Romans 8:12-17)

• Body soma
• Flesh sarx
• Spirit pneuma

• 23 Now before faith came, we were

Jews and
Gentiles

imprisoned and guarded under the law until
faith would be revealed. 24Therefore the law
was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so
that we might be justified by faith.25But now
that faith has come, we are no longer subject
to a disciplinarian, 26for in Christ Jesus you are
all children of God through faith. 27As many
of you as were baptized into Christ have
clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is no
longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave
or free, there is no longer male and female;
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 29And if
you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s
offspring, heirs according to the promise.
(Galatians 3:23-29)

Pastoral Epistles:
1 & 2 Timothy and Titus
•
•
•
•

Attributed to St. Paul and addressed to these other apostles
Language and theology places them later than Paul’s other letters, probably 80-100 CE
No longer concerned with Christ’s imminent coming
Church has grown and has more structure:
• Bishops and Deacons are now established offices in the church
• Haustafel well-ordered household of the church
• Women must be subservient: 11Let a woman learn in silence with full submission. 12I permit no woman to

teach or to have authority over a man; she is to keep silent. 13For Adam was formed first, then Eve; 14and
Adam was not deceived, but the woman was deceived and became a transgressor. 15Yet she will be saved
through childbearing, provided they continue in faith and love and holiness, with modesty. (1 Tim. 2:11-15)

Paul’s relationship with women
• Pro: Paul has many relationships with women leaders in the church and treats them as co-workers and equals
•
•

Romans 16:1-2 “I commend to you Phoebe our sister, who is a deacon of the Church at Cenchreae,”

•
•
•
•

Mary, Junia, Julia, Tryphaena, Tryphosa: Workers in the Lord

Romans 16:3-4, Paul writes, “Greet Prisca and Aquila, my co-workers in Christ Jesus, who risked their necks for my life, to whom
not only I am grateful but also all the churches of the Gentiles….”
Euodia and Syntyche: Evangelists in Need of Healing
Chloe: Potential Peacemaker
Lydia: Hospitable Leader

• Con: Paul is often criticized by modern readers for his apparent subjugation of women
•
•
•

Women should be silent in church and may not teach: (1 Corinthians 14, 1 Timothy 2)
It has been argued that these verses, although attributed to Paul, were not written by him and do not fit with his actions or words
Or it could be that Paul held contradictory views himself: Will the real Paul please stand up?

