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A SERVICE OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

Based on the Awake My Soul pattern of worship developed by the Office for Children’s Ministries of the Episcopal Church 

 

  Gathering Music: #59 from My Heart Sings Out 
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 Gathering Music: #61 from My Heart Sings Out 

 
 

  The Sanctus bell rings three times calling us to worship & prayer. 
 

 Entrance Hymn: #75 from The Hymnal 1982 
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 A BIDDING PRAYER
1 

 

Led by the Celebrant 
 

Dear People of God: In this season of Advent, it is our 

responsibility and privilege to prepare ourselves once more to 

hear the message of the Angels; and go to Bethlehem, to see 

the Son of God lying in a manger. 

 

Let us therefore listen and learn from the Seasons of the Church 

Year and St. Luke the Evangelist, of God’s loving purpose from 

the time of our rebellion against Him until the glorious 

redemption brought to us by the infant Jesus.  So let us prepare 

ourselves for the yearly remembrance of Christ’s birth with the 

teaching of lessons and singing of songs. 

 

  

                                                 
1
 Adapted from an “Advent Festival of Lessons and Music” as found in The Book of 

Occasional Services 
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But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world, for 

peace and justice on earth, for the unity and mission of the 

Church for which he died, and especially for St. Philip’s 

Episcopal Church in Rochester, Michigan. 

 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FOR ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS
2
 

 

Leader  God of the prophets, give your church courage to 

speak truth, and to tell of your love. 

People  God of the prophets, hear us and help us! 

 

Leader  God of the angels, give your church voice to sing your 

presence into the world.  Give the world a freedom 

song, and help us to speak peace throughout the earth. 

People  God of the angels, hear us and help us! 

 

Leader  God of Mary and Elizabeth, give your church grace to 

be pregnant with hope and to bring forth new life for a 

barren world. 

People  God of our mothers, hear us and help us! 

 

Leader  God of Zechariah and Joseph, give your church 

dreams and visions, and the courage to follow them. 

People  God of our fathers, hear us and help us! 

 

Leader  God of the shepherds, give your church humility, and 

give to all who sit in darkness, alone and afraid, a light 

from heaven proclaiming peace. 

People  God of the shepherds, hear us and help us! 

 

                                                 
2
 From Awake My Soul, p. 62 
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Leader  God of the magi, give your church gifts, and the will to 

leave home to find you amongst the poor. 

People  God of the magi, hear us and help us! 

 

Leader  God of the Holy Innocents, give your church power to 

stand against violence and to protect the powerless. 

People  God of the Victim, hear us and help us! 

 

Celebrant God our Sovereign, you are always coming into the 

world.  Come to us now, soon, and forever, and let us 

receive you as the Child of holiness and the Wind of 

change, through whom, this day, we pray.   

People  Amen! 
 

The congregation, which has been standing for the Entrance Rite, now sits. 
 

 THE LESSONS & READINGS 
 

A Narrator begins …   
  

The thousand-year old observance of the church 

seasons celebrates God’s participation with us in time and 

immerses us again and again in our stories of faith, that we 

might move faithfully with God into the future.  The church 

year is anchored in time on the days of Christmas and of 

Easter each year, and begins with Advent. 

 

 The Advent display is assembled.  When ready the Narrator will continue. 
  

 Advent is a season of hopeful anticipation of God’s 

breaking into our world and our time.  It is composed of 

four Sundays prior to Christmas Day, beginning around the 

first of December.   
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Liturgical colors are used for vestments and other 

decorations to mark the seasons and to symbolize the 

themes. 
 

The color used for Advent is either purple or blue.  We 

prefer blue to represent water: the water over which God’s 

Spirit moved in Creation to begin the process of life; and, 

the water of Baptism, which is the starting place for all 

Christians who anticipate the coming of Christ into their 

lives.  
 

During this Church Year, which is Year C in the three-year 

cycle of Bible readings on Sunday mornings, we will hear the 

Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke 

more than any other.  One of the themes you will hear in 

this gospel is the POWER OF ROME VERSES THE POWER OF GOD.  

Listen for it in this reading from Luke’s gospel – the gospel 

appointed for today.     
 

  First Reading: Luke 3:1-6 [The Message] 
 

Reader 1 A reading from the Gospel of Luke.  

 

In the fifteenth year of the rule of Caesar Tiberius—it was 

while Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea; Herod, ruler of 

Galilee; his brother Philip, ruler of Iturea and Trachonitis; 

Lysanias, ruler of Abilene; during the Chief-Priesthood of 

Annas and Caiaphas—John, Zachariah’s son, out in the 

desert at the time, received a message from God. He went 

all through the country around the Jordan River preaching a 

baptism of life-change leading to forgiveness of sins, as 

described in the words of Isaiah the prophet: 
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Thunder in the desert! 

“Prepare God’s arrival! 

Make the road smooth and straight! 

Every ditch will be filled in, 

every bump smoothed out, 

the detours straightened out, 

all the ruts paved over. 

Everyone will be there to see 

the parade of God’s salvation.” 
 

A short period of silence will follow after which the music will begin. 
 

 Liturgical Dance choreographed to “Prepare the way, O Zion” 

Performed by children of the parish directed by Anne McManus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Christmas / Easter display is assembled.  When ready the 

Narrator continues … 



9 

 

Christmas is the season when we proclaim the unique nature 

of our God: that He does not stand aloof from us, but fully 

enters into our lives.  The season of Christmas lasts for 12 

days, beginning on December 25
th
 and ends on 12

th
 Night, 

or January 5
th
.  The color used at Christmas is white, 

symbolizing purity, joy, and hope.  In some places silver or 

gold colors are also used – as we do here at St. Philip’s – to 

highlight the richness and importance of the season. 
 

White is also the color used at Easter.  Eastertide begins with 

the first Alleluia at the Great Vigil on Saturday night, and 

ends 50 days later on the Day of Pentecost.  Liturgies during 

both these seasons are uplifting and joyful reminding us that 

God has brought us into fullness of life with hope and joy.      
 

Another of Luke’s gospel themes is THE KEY ROLE OF WOMEN 

IN GOD’S PLAN.  Notice this in the Annunciation story and 

remember who were the first to discover the empty tomb 

and Christ’s resurrection.   
 

  Second Reading: Luke 1:26-32, 36-37 [NRSV] 
 

Reader 2 A reading from the Gospel of Luke.  
 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a 

town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man 

whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s 

name was Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, 

favored one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much 

perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting 

this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, 

Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you 
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will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 

name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son 

of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the 

throne of his ancestor David. And now, your relative 

Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is 

the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For 

nothing will be impossible with God.’  
 

A short period of silence will follow after which the music will begin. 
 

 Hymn #21, “God of the women” from Voices Found 
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 The Epiphany & Pentecost seasons display is assembled.  When ready the 

Narrator will continue …  
 

The third season of the church year is Epiphany.  The word 

means: “making God manifest.”  This season begins on the 

Day of the Epiphany and lasts until Ash Wednesday at the 

beginning of Lent.  The number of weeks depends on the 

date of Easter Day, which changes from year to year.  The 

color used on our vestments is generally green, representing 

the green things of God’s earth and referring to growth of 

the spirit of God within us in response to His coming at 
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Christmas time.  The Season after Pentecost also uses the 

color green, symbolizing growth: growth of the grass and 

trees, growth of crops, growth of the church, and growth of 

Christians together in the fellowship of faith. 
 

The third of Luke’s gospel themes revolves around 

ECONOMIC JUSTICE AND the Jewish understanding of JUBILEE, 

which promoted the: emancipation of slaves, cancellation of 

debts, and return of property to its original owner.  Listen as 

Jesus gives voice to these words of Jubilee. 
 

 Third Reading: Luke 4:16-21 [Good News Bible] 

 

Reader  3 A reading from the Gospel of Luke. 

 

Then Jesus went to Nazareth, where he had been brought 

up, and on the Sabbath he went as usual to the synagogue. 

He stood up to read the Scriptures and was handed the book 

of the prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll and found the 

place where it is written, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,  

because he has chosen me to bring good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and 

recovery of sight to the blind, to set free the oppressed and 

announce that the time has come when the Lord will save his 

people.”  Jesus rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the 

attendant, and sat down. All the people in the synagogue 

had their eyes fixed on him, as he said to them, “This 

passage of scripture has come true today, as you heard it 

being read.” 

 

A short period of silence will follow after which the music will begin. 
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  Hymn #7, “Let Justice Roll” from Sing Justice! Do Justice! 

 
 

1.      Let        jus    –    tice               roll              on              earth               bring –  ing       new 

2.     That       we          may             meet            this             hour                re   –   new        in 

3.     Trans  –  form      the              way             we               live,                 en   –   large      our 

4.      In           e     –     vil’s              fear     –     filled           night,                O        God,       let 

1. hope       to         birth                un  –   til     wrongs       cease.                We,      who     have 

2. us           the       power             your   grace     im –         parts;               wis   –  dom       to 

3. hearts     to          give                and    give         a –          gain;                pro  –  claim  –  ing 

4. there       be        light,                let       jus   –   tice           roll!                Life  –  giv    –    ing 

1. known       God’s    care,            now        hear        the                 call               to       dare 

2. re       –       cog   –   nize               in     –    jus   –    tice                 and              its       lies, 

3. li        –        ber   –    ty,               set     –   ting       your                peo      –      ple      free 

4. Trin      –      i     –     ty,              you          call       your              church           to         be 

1. to         live      out              ev    –    ery  – where      God’s   way       of           peace. 

2. ears    tuned    to               hear       the      cries          of        bro  –  ken         hearts. 

3. to         live     with             dig    –    ni   –   ty,           free     from    their        pain. 

4. a   –   gents      of                ju      –    bi   –  lee:            a       world   made      whole. 
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 The Lenten display is assembled.  When ready the Narrator will continue. 
 

Things did not go well for Jesus as he began to teach.  

People began to feel threatened.  He challenged their way of 

thinking and doing, and they killed him on a cross.  This is a 

reality in our world.  We too, suffer and die.  The marvel of 

the Christian faith is that God makes that journey with us as 

well.  Our seasonal observance of this reality is called Lent.  

It begins with the ashes of Ash Wednesday at the dark end of 

winter.  Lent is a time to remember our need for God; and 

to be reminded that whatever we face in life is easier when 

we let God accompany us on the way.   

 

Lent is 40 days long – not counting Sundays, which are 

always feast days – reminding us of: the 40 days of rain in 

the story of Noah, the Hebrews 40 years of schooling in the 

wilderness after escaping slavery in Egypt, and the 40 days of 

testing that Jesus underwent after his baptism in the Jordan 

River.  The seasonal color is deep purple signifying regret, 

sorrow and the serious mood of Lent. 

 

A fourth theme that runs through Luke’s gospel recognizes 

that he was speaking to A SOPHISTICATED AND SKEPTICAL 

AUDIENCE.  Imagine how such people would hear the next 

reading.   

 

 Fourth Reading: Luke 6:27-38 [Good News Bible] 
 

Reader 4 A reading from the Gospel of Luke.   
 

“But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to 

those who hate you, bless those who curse you, and pray for 
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those who mistreat you. If anyone hits you on one cheek, let 

him hit the other one too; if someone takes your coat, let 

him have your shirt as well. Give to everyone who asks you 

for something, and when someone takes what is yours, do 

not ask for it back. Do for others just what you want them to 

do for you. 

 

“If you love only the people who love you, why should you 

receive a blessing? Even sinners love those who love 

them! 
 
And if you do good only to those who do good to 

you, why should you receive a blessing? Even sinners do 

that! 
 
And if you lend only to those from whom you hope to 

get it back, why should you receive a blessing? Even sinners 

lend to sinners, to get back the same amount! 
 
No! Love 

your enemies and do good to them; lend and expect nothing 

back. You will then have a great reward, and you will be 

children of the Most High God.  For he is good to the 

ungrateful and the wicked.  Be merciful just as your Father is 

merciful. 

 

“Do not judge others, and God will not judge you; do not 

condemn others, and God will not condemn you; forgive 

others, and God will forgive you.  Give to others, and God 

will give to you. Indeed, you will receive a full measure, a 

generous helping, poured into your hands—all that you can 

hold. The measure you use for others is the one that God 

will use for you.” 

 

A short period of silence will follow after which the music will begin. 
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 Recorded Music: “Salt” performed by Lizz Wright 

  

 The Holy Week & Pentecost Sunday display is assembled.  When ready the 

Narrator will continue …  
 

At the end of Lent there is the one week season called 

Passion Tide, or Holy Week.  It begins on Passion Sunday, 

which is also called Palm Sunday, and ends at the first 

Alleluia of Easter in the midst of the Great Vigil on Saturday 

night.  Passion Sunday begins with a triumphal procession 

that recreates Jesus entering the Holy City of Jerusalem on a 

donkey and ends with his arrest, trial, and crucifixion.  The 

color for this Sunday and most of Holy Week is the red of 

martyrs – the color of blood. 

 

The Easter season ends on the Day of Pentecost and gets its 

name from the fact that 50 days have passed since the Great 

Vigil of Easter.  Pentecost is the day for remembering how 

God’s Holy Spirit came upon the first disciples of Jesus – 

appearing like tongues of flame – giving them the courage, 

strength, and wisdom to become the Church of Christ and 

heroes of the Christian faith.  The color for Pentecost 

Sunday is the red of holy fire.  

 

Another theme in St. Luke’s gospel stresses the importance 

IMMIGRATION, EXILE AND DISPLACEMENT play in our 

understanding of how God works to encourage faithfulness 

and healing.  Notice this in our next reading. 

 

   Fifth Reading: Luke 8:26-39 [The Message]  

 

Reader 5 A reading from the Gospel of Luke. 
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[Jesus and his disciples] sailed on to the country of the 

Gerasenes, directly opposite Galilee. As he stepped out onto 

land, a madman from town met him; he was a victim of 

demons. He hadn’t worn clothes for a long time, nor lived at 

home; he lived in the cemetery. When he saw Jesus he 

screamed, fell before him, and bellowed, “What business do 

you have messing with me? You’re Jesus, Son of the High 

God, but don’t give me a hard time!” (The man said this 

because Jesus had started to order the unclean spirit out of 

him.) Time after time the demon threw the man into 

convulsions. He had been placed under constant guard and 

tied with chains and shackles, but crazed and driven wild by 

the demon, he would shatter the bonds. 

 

30-31 
Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” 

“Mob. My name is Mob,” he said, because many demons 

afflicted him. And they begged Jesus desperately not to 

order them to the bottomless pit. 

 

32-33 
A large herd of pigs was browsing and rooting on a 

nearby hill. The demons begged Jesus to order them into the 

pigs. He gave the order. It was even worse for the pigs than 

for the man. Crazed, they stampeded over a cliff into the 

lake and drowned. 

 

34-36 
Those tending the pigs, scared to death, bolted and told 

their story in town and country. People went out to see what 

had happened. They came to Jesus and found the man from 

whom the demons had been sent, sitting there at Jesus’ feet, 

wearing decent clothes and making sense. It was a holy 
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moment, and for a short time they were more reverent than 

curious. Then those who had seen it happen told how the 

demoniac had been saved. 

 

37-39 
Later, a great many people from the Gerasene 

countryside got together and asked Jesus to leave—too much 

change, too fast, and they were scared. So Jesus got back in 

the boat and set off. The man whom he had delivered from 

the demons asked to go with him, but he sent him back, 

saying, “Go home and tell everything God did in you.” So 

he went back and preached all over town everything Jesus 

had done in him. 

 

A short period of silence will follow after which the music will begin. 
 

  Hymn #805 from Wonder, Love and Praise 
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 The Good Friday and All Soul’s Day display is assembled.  When ready  

the Narrator will continue … 
 

On Good Friday our Lord, Jesus Christ, was killed for the 

folly of all people; and, God’s willingness to let the 

consequences of our selfishness play themselves out.  It is a 

time to remember that God knows all about the pain, and 

tears, and death of someone who is loved.  So the Church 

dresses itself in black to grieve and mourn.   
 

The last theme to be observed in Luke’s gospel is the DESTINY 

OF THE GOSPEL TO CLAIM THE ROMAN EMPIRE FOR ITSELF.  As 

you listen to the final reading note who praises God. 

 

  Sixth Reading: Luke 23:44-49 [Good News Bible] 
 

Reader 6 A reading from the Gospel of Luke 
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It was about twelve o'clock when the sun stopped shining 

and darkness covered the whole country until three o'clock; 

and the curtain hanging in the Temple was torn in two.  

Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Father! In your hands I 

place my spirit!” He said this and died. 

 

The [Roman] army officer saw what had happened, and he 

praised God, saying, “Certainly he was a good man!” 

 

When the people who had gathered there to watch the 

spectacle saw what happened, they all went back home, 

beating their breasts in sorrow.   All those who knew Jesus 

personally, including the women who had followed him from 

Galilee, stood at a distance to watch. 

  

A short period of silence will follow after which the music will begin. 
 

 Hymn #212 from Lift Every Voice & Sing II 
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 CONCLUDING COLLECT
3
 

 

Led by the Celebrant 
 

Almighty God,  

you called Luke the physician, 

whose praise is in the gospel, 

to be an evangelist and physician of the soul: 

by the grace of the Spirit 

and through the wholesome medicine of the gospel, 

give your Church the same love and power to heal; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

 THE PEACE 

 

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

 

Please greet one another in the name of Christ. 
 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS & BLESSINGS 

 

  

                                                 
3 From Common Worship published by the Church of England 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive the sacrament in both kinds. 
 

 Choir Anthem, “Every Valley”  .................................... Beck 

 

 Doxology: #380 (verse 3 only) from The Hymnal 1982 
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 EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 2 FROM Enriching Our Worship 1 

 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

The Celebrant continues … 

 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, 

source of life abundant. 

From before time you made ready the creation. 

Your Spirit moved over the deep 

and brought all things into being: 

sun, moon, and stars; 

earth, winds, and waters; 

and every living thing. 

You made us in your image, 

and taught us to walk in your ways. 

But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; 

and yet, as a mother cares for her children, 

you would not forget us. 

Time and again you called us 

to live in the fullness of your love. 

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels 

in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, 

lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing (say): 
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Celebrant and People 
 

 Sanctus #23 from Enriching Our Music  
 

 

  The Sanctus bell rings and the Celebrant continues …  
 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. 

To deliver us from the power of sin and death 

and to reveal the riches of your grace, 

you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, 

that she might conceive and bear a son, 
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Jesus the holy child of God. 

Living among us, Jesus loved us. 

He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, 

healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. 

He yearned to draw all the world to himself 

yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. 

Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross 

the sacrifice of his life, 

and to be glorified by you. 

 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a 

hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon 

the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 
 

On the night before he died for us, 

Jesus was at table with his friends. 

He took bread, gave thanks to you, 

broke it, and gave it to them, and said: 

“Take, eat: 

This is my Body, which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. 

Again, he gave thanks to you, 

gave it to them, and said: 

“Drink this, all of you: 

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is poured out for you and for all 

for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, 

do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, 

and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, 

who was and is and is to come, 

we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, 

and ourselves, a living sacrifice. 

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts 

that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. 

Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth 

and make us your new creation, 

the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. 

In the fullness of time bring us, 

with St. Philip the Apostle and all your saints, 

from every tribe and language and people and nation, 

to feast at the banquet prepared 

from the foundation of the world. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

to you be honor, glory, and praise, 

for ever and ever. AMEN. 

 

  The Sanctus bell rings  
 

Celebrant As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray …  

Everyone Our Father in heaven, 

   hallowed be your Name, 

   your kingdom come, your will be done, 

 on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
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  Save us from the time of trial, 

   and deliver us from evil. 

  For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours,  

now and for ever.  Amen.   
 

  Fraction Anthem #26 from Enriching Our Music 
 

 

 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following invitation 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,  

and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it 

to the people.  The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these 

words … 
 

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven.  [Amen.] 

The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation.  [Amen.] 
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 Communion Hymn: #350 from Gather Comprehensive 

“Each Winter as the Year Grows Older” 
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 POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

To be said by everyone  
 

God of abundance, 

you have fed us 

with the bread of life and cup of salvation; 

you have united us 

with Christ and one another; 

and you have made us one 

with all your people in heaven and on earth. 

Now send us forth 

in the power of your Spirit, 

that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 

and continue for ever 

in the risen life of Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
 

 BLESSING 
 

To be pronounced by the Celebrant 
 

May the blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah, and of 

Jesus Christ born of our sister Mary, and of the Holy Spirit, 

who broods over the world as a mother over her children, be 

upon you and remain with you always.  Amen. 
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 Closing Hymn: #56 [v. 1, 4, & 5] from The Hymnal 1982 

“O Come, O come, Emmanuel” 
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 ST. PHILIP’S DISMISSAL 

 

Celebrant Let us go forth to nourish open minds,  

feed hungry bodies, and raise joyful spirits, 

People  as a vibrant community of God’s love.  Alleluia! 
 

 Organ Postlude: “Savior of the Nations, Come  ............. Meanz  

 

ABOUT THE BIBLICAL BOOKS OF LUKE 

 

Luke wrote in Greek, so that Gentiles might learn about the Lord, 

whose life and deeds so impressed him. In the first chapter of his 

Gospel, he makes clear that he is offering authentic knowledge 

about Jesus’ birth, ministry, death, and resurrection. The Gospel is 

not a full biography—none of the Gospels are—but a history of 

salvation.  Only Luke provides the very familiar stories of the 

annunciation to Mary, of her visit to Elizabeth, of the child in the 

manger, the angelic host appearing to shepherds, and the meeting 

with the aged Simeon. Luke includes in his work six miracles and 

eighteen parables not recorded in the other Gospels. In Acts he 

tells about the coming of the Holy Spirit, the struggles of the 

apostles and their triumphs over persecution, of their preaching of 

the Good News, and the conversion and baptism of other disciples, 

who would extend the Church in future years. 


