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TIME ALLOTMENT/CALENDAR: 
The Open Court reading and writing program follows a specific sequence covering 
language arts beginning with getting acquainted sessions, followed by careful progress 
systematically through the alphabet work, relating sounds for each letter, writing letters, 
and finally exposure to blending sounds and recognizing the sounds at the beginning, 
middle, and the end of specific words. For developmental reasons, the workbook is 
initiated during the third quarter. Prior to that, making letters with manipulatives, 
physically using the whole body, and practice with erasable sentence strips, are applied. 
Repetition through the year ensures learning at the pace of the student. A whole 
language approach during the entire year incorporates literature, vocabulary, music, art, 
science, and social studies, using the whole body in varied workshop activities. 
 
 
LEARNER OUTCOMES: 
By the end of Kindergarten, each student will: 

1. Identify letters by sight with 90% accuracy. 

2. Sing and say the letters in sequence. 

3. Identify the days of the week. 

4. Identify name and print first and last name. 

5. Identify one basic sound for each letter with 90% accuracy. 

6. Hear sounds of letters at the beginning, middle and end of specific short words. 

7. Enjoy a variety of literature. 

8. Express ideas in simple sentences. 

9. Be aware of titles, main ideas, details, and conclusions of stories. 

10. Be able to make comparisons. 

11. Make predictions and draw conclusions. 

12. Plan a composition and dictate sentences. 

13. Write capital and lowercase letters with guidance. 

14. Ask questions. 

15. Expand vocabulary. 

16. Enjoy expressing self through oral language. 
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BASIC TEACHING/LEARNING MATERIALS: 
 

 SRA/Open Court Reading – Division of the McGraw Hill Publishing Co. 

 Student worksheets, pre-decodable books, and parent information sheets 

 White Board Easel 

 Chart Paper 

 Manipulatives 

 Thematic Real Materials 

 Open Court Visuals 

 Wall Sound Cards 

 Art materials and textured materials are helpful in forming letters 

 A variety of literature is experienced using books, big books, puppetry, inclusion of 
other subjects, and kits. 

 Sources of books are from the SRA/Open Court Classroom Library, classroom 
books, school library books, and public library books. 

 I Pads 

 Computer Lab 
 

TEACHING/LEARNING PROCEDURES: 
 
A thematic whole language approach is used.  The teacher’s manual sets the scope 
and sequence for activities.  Phonics work is done through playful drills, activities, 
worksheets and songs.  Workshop provides time for practice and enrichment, working 
individually and in small groups.  At this time, the teacher works with small groups 
meeting individual needs of students.  The concept of written language is part of the 
whole language approach using real life writing ideas.  Language skills of classification 
and vocabulary are also part of inclusion in the other subjects such as math, science, 
social studies, and religion.  The teaching approach varies using hands-on, active 
experiences.  Music and literature are very much a part of the language arts program. 
 
 
FAITH INTEGRATION:  Reading religious stories, matching letter sounds to words 
in the Bible-such as “J” for Jesus.  Children read Memory passages and learn 
how to read parts for Chapel service, children write prayers to Prayer books for 
church, and children learn songs and recitations for Epiphany program.   
 
 
TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION: I Pads will be used to work with different letters 
and sounds.   Letter games and spelling games will be utilized for this.  Also, 
making use of the computer lab to find pictures that start with the letter sounds 
and practice putting sentences together for a complete thought. 
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COURSE OUTLINE:  (continued) 
 
COURSE OUTLINE: 
 
The Open Court Teacher’s manual sets the scope and sequence for the year.  The 
student worksheets can be introduced early in the year, but developmentally works well 
introduced in the second quarter.  When the students are ready and have worked with 
the letters in a number of other ways, the sequence for the year follows in this order: 

 Getting Acquainted 

 Introduction of Letters 

 Letters and Sounds Review 

 Letter Recognition/Blending Sounds into Words 
 
This progression is covered through the following teacher manuals and themes: 

 Book A – School 

 Book B – Shadows 

 Book C – Making Friends 

 Book D – Wind 

 Book E – Sticking to It 
 
 
(See Science and Social Studies curriculum planning for thematic outline.  Also note 
inclusion in other subjects and the use of whole language makes this outline merely a 
part of a complex approach.) 
 
 
NOTES:   
 
Building positive self-esteem is a focal point.  A core objective is that the student enjoys 
literature and the student’s own written and oral language experiences.



Revised 6/1/2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Revised 6/1/2017 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN                                                                                         
 
GRADE 1 
LANGUAGE ARTS CURRICULUM 
 
Page 1 
 
 
TIME ALLOTMENT/CALENDAR: 
5 days a week 
120+ minutes a day (across the curriculum) 
 
 
LEARNER OUTCOME: 
By the end of first grade, each student will: 

1. Acquire coherent, usable knowledge. 

2. Learn how to make connections by comparing new knowledge with existing 
knowledge. 

3. Will read, write, think, discuss and conduct research in a motivating, meaningful 
context. 

4. Read challenging texts of their own choosing. 

5. Read and write with confidence. 

6. Learn how to communicate effectively both orally and in writing. 

7. Will work together to reach their personal best. 

 
 
BASIC TEACHING/LEARNING MATERIALS: 
 
SRA Imagine It, McGraw Hill, 2008 
 
 
TEACHING/LEARNING PROCEDURES: 
 
SRA’s approach to initial reading relies on explicit teaching of sounds and the blending 
of sounds into words. 
 
SRA systematically teaches letter knowledge and phonemic awareness before and 
during the introduction of sound/spelling correspondence.  This introduction is 
associated with pictures.  The teaching of blending is a daily routine.  The teaching of 
writing begins with dictation.  All are used together in a series of predictable and 
recurring activities to teach the alphabetic principal and its connection with word 
meanings.  A writing strand enables students to understand the uses of writing and 
spelling even as they are learning to write. 
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TEACHING/LEARNING PROCEDURES:  (continued) 
 
The best way to practice reading is to read.  As sounds are learned, fluency is practiced 
through authentic reading and writing.  Through the daily reading and writing, students 
are encouraged to take responsibility for their learning.  Self-correction is taught and 
reinforced through proofreading.  Workshops, which begin in Lesson 1, encourage 
students to work independently or in a cooperative learning setting. 
 
Whole-class instruction provides many advantages: 

o Slower students learn from quicker ones; 
o Regular feedback through dictation; and, 
o Reading aloud enables monitoring of how each student is doing and where help 

might be needed. 
 
Students who are already reading benefit too from explicit instruction in phonics, which 
gives them the necessary tools to read harder books.  In Workshop, these students are 
given individual attention and encouragement to achieve all they are capable of. 
 
From day one in first grade, standards and expectations are high and evaluation is 
positive.  This program focuses on what’s right about what students are doing, not on 
what’s wrong.  Above all, the focus is on improving.  No matter where the student is, 
he/she can improve.  Each day is a build upon day.  It doesn’t matter how many things 
are wrong on a student’s paper; the main thing is to ensure that the student proofreads, 
corrects, and does a little better the next time.  This program encourages all students to 
stretch, grown and be challenged. 
 
 
FAITH INTEGRATION: 

Children read Bible passages as part of our Chapel and Epiphany programs.  
Children develop prayers and incorporate them into devotions and devotional 
materials for the congregation. 

 
TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION: 
 
COURSE OUTLINE: 
 

1.  New Reading Materials 
92 Step-by-step Practice Stories 

o Develop print awareness and introduce print conventions. 
o Provide much earlier experience with connected text. 
o Captivate children through engaging, child-centered text and illustrations. 
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COURSE OUTLINE:  (continued) 
 
 

o Help children understand the value of phonics. 
o Provide decodable text for children to practice long and short vowels and 

diphthongs. 
o Enable beginning readers to move rapidly from decoding simple texts to 

reading and interpreting authentic texts. 
 
2. Teacher Toolbox – contains:   

Lesson and Benchmark Assessments, Challenge Activities, Intervention 
Activities, and English Learner support Activities 
o Provides additional practice, with ideas and materials for meeting individual 

needs. 
o Supports opportunity-driven instruction. 
o Provides purposeful assessment. 
o Supports the home/school connection. 

 
3. Phonemic Awareness Strand 

Children are taught the concept of sounds before being asked to associate 
sounds with letters or with spellings.  Children learn that spoken language can be 
segmented into sounds or syllables, and that sounds can be blended together to 
form words. 
o Creates a better understanding of phonics. 
o Makes blending and dictation strategies automatic much earlier. 

 
4. Revised Sound/Spelling Cards (formerly Wall Sound Cards) 

All new illustrations and minor changes in spellings 
o Provide additional support for remembering sounds. 
o Eliminate confusion on the part of parents. 
o Minimize transition problems for children new to the classroom. 

 
5. Streamlined and Efficient Teaching Routines  

Blending of partial words and dictation of isolated sounds has been eliminated 
o Children learn how phonics is used in real life. 
o Time saved can be spent on meeting individual needs, and on the 

development of vocabulary, comprehension and writing. 
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COURSE OUTLINE:  (continued) 
 
6. Learning Units Organized around Explorable Concepts 

The literature is organized into learning units that deal with science, social 
studies, and universal topics. 
o Children learn to make connections between and among selections and 

units. 
o Children learn to build knowledge over time and from different sources. 
o Transition into Grade 2 is easier for teachers and children because the 

Grade 2 anthologies are organized the same way. 
 
7. Comprehension Instruction  

Natural reader responses, problem solving and use of strategies, and realistic 
discussion are integrated into comprehension instruction.  Good reading 
behaviors and strategies are introduced, modeled, and explicitly taught from the 
beginning. 
o All children benefit from teacher and peer modeling. 
o All children feel like they can make valuable contributions to the lesson. 
o All children gradually take responsibility for their own learning. 

 
8. Writing Strand 

Children write regularly, and there is a much stronger reading/writing connection.  
For all writing activities, there are specific instructions in the lessons and in the 
mini-lessons, 
o Writing becomes manageable for the teacher. 
o Children come to value writing. 
o Children learn to work cooperatively on writing projects. 

 

RLA Vocabulary 
 Children are exposed to common language practices used in reading instruction. 

○  Inferring   ○ Evaluating 

○  Connecting   ○ Questioning 

○  Summarizing   ○ Visualizing 

○  Prior knowledge  ○ Synthesizing 
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TIME ALLOTMENT/CALENDAR: 
Language Arts lessons are integrated through the rest of the curriculum every day.  
However, specific amounts of time are designated for direct language arts instruction as 
follows: 
 
Reading 5 days a week for 90 minutes (across the curriculum as well) 
Handwriting 1 day/week for 20 minutes 
Spelling 2 days a week for 20 minutes 
Writing 5 days a week for 10 minutes 
 
 
LEARNER OUTCOMES: 
By the end of second grade, each student will . . . 

1. Read and write independently. 

2. Become acquainted with quality literature, including the Scriptures. 

3. Grow in the use of language as an effective means of communication, both 
verbally and written. 

4. Develop adequate and meaningful vocabularies. 

5. Exercise good listening and speaking skills. 

6. Display proper grammar, usage and mechanics skills. 

7. Understand the terminology and use the skills of summarizing, synthesizing, 
visualizing, inferring, making connections, evaluating, questioning, and using 
prior knowledge. 

8. Review use of phonetic/decoding skills.  

9. Develop good study and beginning research skills. 

 
 
BASIC TEACHING/LEARNING MATERIALS: 
 
Open Court Reading/English program components: 

 SRA Open Court Reading – McGraw-Hill, 2005  

 Anchor charts 

 Wall sound cards 

 Reading Counts by Scholastic (software) 

 Real Phonics, 1982 

 www.OpenCourt.com  and Learning A-Z  (online resources) 

http://www.opencourt.com/
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BASIC TEACHING/LEARNING MATERIALS:  (continued) 
 
Numerous teacher resource books have been used to develop enrichment activities, 
including: 

 Nouns, Verbs and Adjectives – Frank Schaffer Publications, 1987 

 Thematic Units – Book 2, Carson-Dellosa Publishing, 1991 

 Learning Through Literature – Carson-Dellosa Publishing, 1992 
 

 
Numerous tradebooks (children’s literature) including:      

 Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH 

 Mr. Popper’s Penguins     

 The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe                       

 The Boxcar Children    

 The Magic School Bus series                                      

 Charlotte’s Web                           
    

                                                                                                                         
 
TEACHING/LEARNING PROCEDURES: 
 
The Open Court program is developed with the reading, writing, thinking, speaking and 
language skills integrated through the literature.  Although variety and flexibility exist in 
every lesson, the following basic format is used to present a new reading lesson: 

 Introduction to new vocabulary. 

 Oral reading of the literature piece. 

 Review and discussion of the story. 

 Introduction or review of skill or strategy. 

 Independent practice. 

 Extended activities. 
 
In addition to the Open Court Reading program and reading done in content areas, 
there are other methods of instruction in the language arts area.  At least twice during 
the school year, a literature circle unit is used.  Each student receives a copy of a trade 
book and a packet of materials to accompany the reading.  The packet is usually 
designed by the teacher using other materials and books as resources.  Units/trade 
books that have been used in the past include:   Cam Jansen Mysteries, Brave Dog 
Blizzard, and Magic School Bus Chapter Books.  Flat Stanley is the first trade book we 
use in the fall.  Numerous writing projects and activities are incorporated into the unit.  
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TEACHING/LEARNING PROCEDURES:  (continued) 
The teacher reads orally to the class from quality literature which is at a more advanced 
grade level.  Often times extended activities will be done in correlation to the reading.  
The list above, under teaching materials (trade books), is a list of books read to the 
class on a yearly basis (varies slightly from year to year). 
 

We use MAP test for all of our students.  Early in the school year a MAP assessment is 
taken for the purpose of getting a good idea of where each student is at in the areas of 
understanding text, determining meaning of words and phrases, evaluating and 
extending text, analyzing text, as well as language and writing skills.  This assessment 
is for the teacher’s use in planning for individual instruction. The MAP test is then given 
at the end of the year and used as one measurement of student growth.   A DRA 
leveled reading assessment is also given to each student at the start of the year to help 
guide students to books and reading material that is appropriate as well. 

 
Once a week the students are able to use the school library for the purpose of finding 
new materials.  This time includes a silent reading period.  A large classroom library is 
also available for the students to use.  The books in the classroom library are leveled 
and grouped according to monthly themes and topics.  Many years we offer the PAWS 
program.   Our 2nd graders read to a dog once a week for about 10 minutes.  This is a 
favorite component of our reading program from the prospective of our students and the 
volunteers who listen to the children read.  In addition, 2nd graders are required to read 
2 books each month (one fiction, one non-fiction) from the Reading Counts program. 
The students read the books at home and then take a computer generated quiz on the 
book. This program promotes independent reading comprehension skills.  The students 
choose from a new list each month.  The books on the list relate to the themes and 
concepts for that month, across the curriculum.  Topics include everything from 
Presidents, Thanksgiving, counting money, to magnets. 
 
Opportunities to develop speaking skills include leading prayers, or devotions for the 
class.  The class is given Scripture verses or parts in small scripts to perform for chapel 
at least once a year.  Creative writing stories are also shared orally with the class 
throughout the year. Book reports are also done and are shared with the class. 
 
The art of writing is developed in many ways.  Each morning begins with a silent period 
for journal writing, which emphasizes the flow of ideas, rather than strict regard for 
formal writing skills.  Workbook lessons stress advanced sentence structure and writing 
skills.  Creative writing assignments are done following the steps for writing (rough 
drafts, proofreading, final draft, publishing and sharing).  Writing prayers, writing letters,  
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and a log of reading are also included in our yearly plan. We also use an app called 
See-saw as an online portfolio for short pieces of writing. 
 
Handwriting skills are encouraged at all times.  Several times a week handwriting 
lessons from the book are taught to review the manuscript letters.  Practice is then 
found in the student books. 
 
Spelling is a two-dimensional aspect of the language arts component.  The Open Court 
program incorporates spelling lessons through the use of dictation and wordlines.  
Wordlines are developed according to the wall sound cards.  At the conclusion of the 
study, a dictation lesson is completed.  These words usually follow a phonetic pattern.  
In addition, each week a list of spelling words is used from reading textbook.  These 
words are included in lessons for a week and reviewed throughout the year.  Spelling 
activities are incorporated into more thematic lessons with creative writing, art and other 
subject areas in addition to the textbook activities. 
 
FAITH INTEGRATION:  We are blessed to be able to integrate our faith into our 
reading on a daily basis through our devotion reading and Bible study.  In addition to 
that, some of the best discussions regarding our faith happen in the context of whatever 
story or book we may be reading.   Our handwriting book is also a great example of our 
faith integration since all of the lessons revolve around the Psalms.  Students will often 
post or send the final drafts of their lessons. 
 
TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION: A variety of technology is used to integrate the 
Reading/Language Arts curriculum.  We use the computer for our Reading Counts 
software to monitor comprehension, as well as taking our MAP tests and related 
practice tests.  We use the iPads for the See-Saw app.  Not only is this used for short 
pieces of writing, but also the students record themselves reading a story several times 
throughout the year.  This is a great way for students to hear the improvement they 
make throughout the year.  Finally, we use several online resources as supplements 
and enrichment activities.  We also have an online subscription to Learning A-Z which 
provides more individualized Lit Circle material for our students.   
 
COURSE OUTLINE: 
 
Reading and writing skills to be learned or reviewed: 
 

 Listening and Speaking 
 

 Decoding/Phonetic Analysis: 
o Vowel sounds and spellings 
o Consonant sounds and spellings 
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o Blending 
o Outlaw words (sight words) 
o Inflectional endings 
o Contractions 
o Affixes 
 

 Word Meanings: 
o Vocabulary 
o Synonyms 
o Antonyms 
o Homophones 
o Compound words 
o Multiple meaning words 
 

 Literature: 
o Genre (poetry, fiction, non-fiction and plays) 
o Literary devices 
o Author’s purpose 
o Author’s technique 
o Story elements 
o Story structure 
 

 Comprehension and Critical Thinking: 
o Analyzing character 
o Locating answers to factual questions 
o Identifying main idea 
o Finding supporting details 
o Cause and effect 
o Time sequence 
o Drawing conclusions 
o Predicting outcomes 
o Making comparisons 
o Distinguishing between fantasy and reality 
o Evaluating 
o Setting reading goals 
o Clarifying 
o Summarizing 
o Predicting 
o Questioning 
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 Writing: 
o Developing a goal/planning 
o Writing a first draft 
o Writing a final draft 
o Proofreading 
o Publishing 
o Genre (fiction, factual, autobiography, poetry, and reports) 

 

 Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics: 
o Parts of speech (nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, and pronouns) 
o Word order 
o Parts of a sentence (subject and predicate) 
o Pronoun/antecedent agreement 
o Subject/verb agreement 
o Types of sentences 
o Sentence structure 
o Punctuation 
o Capitalization 
 

 Study and Research: 
o Test taking techniques 
o Alphabetical order 
o Parts of a book 
o Dictionary/glossary 
o Finding reliable sources of information 
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TIME ALLOTMENT/CALENDAR: 
5 days per week 
Reading: 45-50 minutes per day 
Handwriting: 15-20 minutes per day 
Writing and Oral Language: 20 minutes per day 
Spelling: 15-20 minutes per day 

 
LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
By the end of third grade, each student will: 

1. Develop independence in reading and writing. 

2. Gain a more extensive and meaningful vocabulary to enrich reading and writing 
skills. 

3. Identify cause and effect relationships in stories. 

4. Identify main idea, significant details, and the sequence of events in stories. 

5. Discuss story plots and story characters. 

6. Explore various literature genres. 

7. Utilize skills in reading and comprehension, written and oral communication, 
grammar usage and spelling. 

8. Write in cursive, using appropriate size, shape, and spacing. 

9. Write creative stories. 

 10. Understand concepts of grammar by displaying proper grammar, usage, and      
   mechanics skills. 

 11. Use capital letters and punctuation appropriately. 

 12. Identify and edit grammatical and mechanical errors. 

 13. Spell words at a 3rd grade level. 

 14. Separate words into syllables. 

 15. Understand different reading genres and how to personally select books by genre.   

 16. Understand how to find words in both a dictionary and a thesaurus and know how to 
   use each to define and spell new words and find synonyms. 

17.  Exercise good listening and speaking skills. 
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BASIC TEACHING/LEARNING MATERIALS: 
 

Houghton Mifflin Reading – Houghton Mifflin Company, 2005,  
Houghton Mifflin Reading Practice Book 
Reading Counts – Scholastic, Software Program 
Handwriting – Zaner Bloser 
A Reason for Writing – Concerned Communications 
Dictionary and Thesaurus 

 
TEACHING/LEARNING PROCEDURES: 
 
Handwriting in manuscript is reviewed in the early months of the school year, 
emphasizing neatness, spacing, proper strokes, and fluency.  Later, cursive is  
introduced and practiced daily with emphasis on shape, size, spacing and slant.  
Various opportunities for practice are provided within select writing assignments, 
spelling, creative writing, and Bible verses.  
 
Reading is organized by week-to-week lessons that each revolve around theme and a 
story. The story of the week is read independently, with partners, or in small groups and 
then aloud by the teacher (or a CD) the next day. The story is reviewed using 
predictions, question/answer, and inferences to increase students’ reading 
comprehension.   
 
In addition, 3rd graders are required to independently read 16 books for the Reading 
Counts program throughout the school year.  This program is used to encourage casual 
reading and to move into ability-level chapter books.  By the last quarter, Reader’s 
Theater is taught for learning fluency and expression for public performance. Group 
collaboration and peer critiquing is practiced for students to be able to make group and 
self-assessments to allow for improving the process.  
 
Library time is offered once a week. During this time students may check out books of 
their choice for Reading Counts.  The classroom also has a library of many fiction and 
non-fiction books to choose from. Silent reading time is encouraged every day in the 
classroom and at home for 15-20 minutes a day.  
 

Independent Reading is expected of all third graders for good reading practice.  Each 
day at-home reading is assigned in addition to in-school reading. 
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TEACHING/LEARNING PROCEDURES (continued): 

 
 
Vocabulary is important to the 3rd grade curriculum as well.  Each story of the week has 
a list of vocabulary words which students look up in the glossary or dictionary, write out 
the definition, and then apply what they have learned by writing out sentences using the 
vocabulary words and definitions. The Spelling workbook also has a vocabulary section 
in the weekly unit that uses the spelling words by way of vocabulary usage. 
 

Grammar lessons follow in accordance with the story of the week. Workbook pages are 
used as assignments or in-class practice to reinforce the learning concept.   Additional  
resources are used to further reinforce grammar, including games, task cards, anchor 
charts, and worksheets from other sources.  
 
Spelling lessons are given on a weekly basis via the workbook.  Practice for spelling 
words takes place through classroom activities and at home.  Tests are administered on 
Thursdays with a pretest given on Wednesdays.   
 
 
FAITH INTEGRATION:  God’s Word is integrated throughout the year in the following 
ways: 
 Reading – Students are encouraged to read materials from the classroom library 
 in addition to Basil and Reading Counts books. The very first read aloud is titled 
 “What  Would Jesus Do?” which makes for quite a bit of discussion of how to 
 solve problems in ways that are God-pleasing.  

 Spelling - God’s word and/or Christian truths are often incorporated in sentences 
 recited by the teacher for all spelling tests.   

 Writing – Students are encouraged to write stories in their creative writing that 
 reflect the behavior of one of God’s children. For cursive handwriting instruction, 
 the students use a handwriting workbook that practices cursive using Bible 
 verses.  

  

TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION: 
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COURSE OUTLINE: 
Reading and writing skills to be learned or reviewed: 
 
Theme 1:  Off to Adventure      Genre focus: poetry 

● summarize, predict, infer 
● sequence of events 
● identify complete sentences and fragments 
● kinds of sentences 
● subjects and predicates 
● capitalizing days and months 
● words in alphabetical order 

Theme 2:  Celebrating Traditions     Genre focus: Tall Tales 
● evaluate, summarize 
● questions 

● author's viewpoint, 
● topic, main idea, details, supporting details 
● common nouns, proper nouns, plural nouns 
● commas in a series 
● capitalizing titles 
● proofreading  

Theme 3: Incredible Stories       Genre Focus: none 

● predict, infer, monitor/clarify 
● fantasy/realism 
● drawing conclusions 
● dictionary use 
● possessive nouns 
● apostrophes 
● verbs, present/past tense, subject-verb agreement 
● quotation marks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Revised 6/1/2017 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN 
 

GRADE 3 
LANGUAGE ARTS CURRICULUM 

 
Page 4 
 

COURSE OUTLINE:  (continued) 
Theme 3: Incredible Stories       Genre Focus: none 

● predict, infer, monitor/clarify 
● fantasy/realism 
● drawing conclusions 
● dictionary use 
● possessive nouns 
● apostrophes 
● verbs, present/past tense 
● subject-verb agreement 
● quotation marks 

 
Theme 4:  Animal habitats     Genre Focus: Biography 

● evaluate, summarize 
● the verb “be” 
● helping verbs, irregular verbs 
● sentence combining 
● multiple meaning words 
● dictionary: base words and inflected forms 

Theme 5:  Smart Solutions     Genre focus: none  

● predict/infer 
● adjectives, comparing with adjectives 
● using good and well 
● adverbs  
● expanding sentences with adjectives and adverbs 
● synonyms and antonyms 

Theme 6:  Voyagers    Genre focus: Realistic Fiction 

● monitor/clarify 
● question 

● syllables 
● analogies 
● homophones 
● subject pronouns 
● object pronouns 
● possessive pronouns 
● proofreading for its and it's  
● exclamations  
● descriptive writing 
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TIME ALLOTMENT/CALENDAR: 
5 days a week 
90 minutes/day for all areas of Language Arts across the curriculum 
 
LEARNER OUTCOMES: 
By the end of 4th grade, each student should: 

1. Identify literature as being non-fiction, fiction, historical fiction, folk/fairy tale, legend, 
myth, biography, or autobiography. 

2. Write dictated sentences and paragraphs using accurate spelling, punctuation, and 
capitalization. 

3. Take simple notes in their own words, listing main ideas, and significant details. 

4. Identify verbs, adverbs, prepositions, conjunctions, nouns, and adjectives in 
sentences and use them correctly in composition. 

5. Spell the words on a fourth grade spelling list. 

6. Read books on a fourth grade readability level. 

7. Write creative stories, poems, and plays. 

8. Write cursive script, using appropriate size, slant, shape, and spacing. 

9. Write a 5-7 sentence paragraph using the following pattern (main idea-detail 
sentences-closing sentence). 

10. Use pitch, rhythm, rate and volume of speech to convey meaning. 

 
BASIC TEACHING/LEARNING MATERIALS: 
Houghton Mifflin Reading Textbook 
Houghton Mifflin Reading/Language Arts Skills Workbook Reading Practice Book  
Scholastic News Newspapers 
A Reason for Handwriting, Concerned Communications, 2001 
Super Story Writing Strategies & Activities, Scholastic, 1991 
Fab Vocab, Scholastic, 1998 
Daily Writing Activities, Frank Schaffer Pub. 1988 
75 Creative Ways to Publish Students Writing, Scholastic, 1993 
Jumbo Book of Writing Lessons, Teacher Crated Materials 
So Wonderful Word Games, Good Apple, 1990 
Comic Strip Writing Prompts, Scholastic, 2001 
Grammar minutes – Grade 4, Creative Teacher Press, 2009 
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BASIC TEACHING/LEARNING MATERIALS: (Continued) 
 
Independent Reading Response Activities Scholastic, 2002 
Scholastic Reading Counts 
 
Tradebooks read by the class during the school year: 
Amelia Earhart 
Sarah, Plain, and Tall 
The Family Under the Bridge 
Farmer Boy 
Mystery at Deepwood Bay 
Honus and Me 
Emilly's Runaway Imagination 
The Secret School 
Sounder 
Charlotte's Web 
The School Mouse 
 
 
The Houghton Mifflin Reading and Writing series is a complete Language Arts program. 
Integrated with reading and writing is grammar, usage, punctuation, and mechanics.  
The daily lesson follows a typical outline: 
Preparation for Reading 
Reading the Selection 
Independent Writing through a journal 
Reading follow-up and review 
Writing skills 
Enrichment 
 
The teacher reads to the class daily from the one of the chapter books written on a 
more advanced reading level.  Silent reading is done daily by the children for their book 
report or Reading counts books.  Fourth graders visit the school library once a week for 
30 minutes.  This time includes a quiet reading/browsing time. This is time to check out 
Reading Counts/book report books.  Grade level reading materials is also available in a 
classroom library.  Comprehension tests are taken on the computer and book reports 
are given to the class which include an oral report and project. 
Students work independently on compositions with a chance to read their work aloud for 
the constructive comments of the class. This is usually done through book reports and 
journal entries.  Legible handwriting is expected at all times.  Cursive upper and lower  
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TEACHING/LEARNING PROCEDURES: (Continued) 
 
case letters are practiced from the handwriting workbook. Beginning second semester, 
almost all work is completed in cursive. 
 
Spelling is taught in a systematic study. Each teaching/learning unit has a theme which 
incorporates word study, word analysis, language study, spelling across the curriculum, 
and enrichment.  Pre-tests are given at the beginning of the week and post-tests are at 
the end of the week. 
 
 

FAITH INTEGRATION: 
 
Reading/Writing:  Faith is integrated through reading a daily devotion, Bible stories, and 
Bible studies.  The children sometimes write and create their own devotions and 
prayers.  We lead a Chapel service and an Epiphany service where the children are 
reading Bible verses.  Our handwriting book has Bible verses that the children practice 
copying and writing.  Daily journal entries often have a Faith topic to write about.  Many 
of the chapter books that we read in 4th grade are Faith based.   
 
 
TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION: 
 
Technology is used in the classroom when the students take a Reading Counts test 
from a book they have read.  Each child is required to complete 8 Reading Counts tests 
for the year.  The MAP test and the Wisconsin Forward test for Language Arts is taken 
on the computer.  Personal Narratives and fiction stories are created on the computer.  
The ipads are used to reinforce a story that we have read by playing Kahoot as a testing 
tool. We use the iMovie app to create book trailers for books that have been read in 
their Literature Circles.   
 
COURSE OUTLINE: 
 
Theme 1   Journeys 

 Theme Connections: 
o Akiak 
o Grandfather’s Journey 
o Finding the Titanic 
o By the Shores of Silver Lake 

 Theme Wrap-Up: 
o Chester Cricket’s Pigeon Ride 
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o The Parcel Post Kid 

 Focus on Mysteries: 
o The Case of the Earthenware Pig 
o The Sticks of Truth 

 
Theme 2    American Stories 

 Theme Connections: 
o Tomas and the Library Lady 
o Tanya’s Reunion 
o Boss of the Plains 
o A Very Important Day 

 Theme Wrap-Up: 
o Duke Ellington 
o Amelia and Eleanor Go for a Ride 

 Focus of Plays: 
o Tales of the Fourth Grade Nothing 
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COURSE OUTLINE:  (continued) 

 
 
Theme 3    That’s Amazing 

 Theme Connections: 
o The Stranger 
o Cendrillon 
o Heat Wave! 

 Theme Wrap-Up: 
o The Borrowers 
o Lord of the Fleas 

 
Theme 4     Problem Solvers 

 Theme Connections: 
o My Name is Maria Isabel 
o Marven of the Great North Woods 
o The Last Dragon 
o Sing to the Stars 

 Theme Wrap-Up: 
o Juan Verdades:  The Man Who Couldn’t Tell a Lie 
o Louis Braille 

 Focus on Poetry: 
o The Seed 
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o By Myself 
o Oda a mis zapatos/Ode to My Shoes 
o Pencils 
o The Anteater 
o The Panther 
o Rabbit 
o Sky-Fish 
o I Watched an Eagle Soar 
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COURSE OUTLINE:  (continued) 
 
 
Theme 5    Heroes 

 Theme Connections: 
o Happy Birthday, Dr. King! 
o Gloria Estefan 
o Lou Gehrig:  The Luckiest Man 

 Theme Wrap-Up: 
o Stormy, Misty’s Foal 
o Sacagawea 

 Focus on Pourquoi Tales: 
o Why the Sun and the Moon Live in the Sky 
o Tiger 
o How Turtle Flew South for the Winter 

 
 
Theme 6    Nature – Friend and Foe 

 Theme Connections: 
o Salmon Summer 
o Wildfires 
o Skylark 

 Theme Wrap-Up: 
o Lost on a Mountain in Maine 
o The Volcano Disaster 
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TIME ALLOTMENT/CALENDAR: 
75 minutes a day/5 days a week 
 
LEARNER OUTCOME: 
By the end of grade 5, each student will gain knowledge in the following areas: 
 
A. Reading 

1. Know the differences and appreciate the various types of literature:  fiction, non-
fiction, poetry, historical fiction, autobiography, tall tales, and articles. 

2. Read with comprehension. 

3. Use context to unlock new and difficult words. 

4. Develop fluent oral reading skills. 

5. Be able to use a dictionary, glossary, and other references to increase reading 
power. 

6. Employ Christian discrimination in selecting reading material. 

7. Find increasing enjoyment in reading for pleasure. 

8. Build active vocabulary and begin to understand shades of meaning. 

 
B. Language – Grammar, Spelling, Handwriting and Communication 

1. Know the parts of speech found in sentences. 

2. Be able to use correct forms of nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs in speech 
and writing. 

3. Understand the reasons and be able to make writing more concise. 
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4. Be able to speak effectively, developing habits and expressions that show 
courtesy and respect for others. 

5. Know and understand the basic rules of spelling and the exceptions. 

6. Develop good handwriting habits, leading to development of a personal style, 
neatness and speed. 

7. Be aware of importance of listening as a source of learning and pleasure and an 
ingredient in effective living. 
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BASIC TEACHING/LEARNING MATERIALS: 
 
Reading: Expeditions – Houghton Mifflin, 2005 
English – Houghton Mifflin, 2001 
Battle Bunny – Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2013 

 
Novels: 
Maniac Magee – Jerry Spinelli, 1990, Little, Brown and Company: New York 
Charley Skedaddle – Patricia Beatty, 1987, Troll Communications: New York 
Hatchet – Gary Paulsen, 1987, Penguin Books: New York 
Tuck Everlasting – Natalie Babbitt, 1975, Sunburst 
 
 
FAITH INTEGRATION: 
Employ Christian discrimination in selecting reading material 

Write prayers and devotions 

 
TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION: 
No Red Ink for Grammar practice and tests 

SMART Notebook 

Use laptops for various spelling activities 

 
TEACHING/LEARNING PROCEDURES: 
 
The classes will take part in various activities in Reading, including: vocabulary building, 
oral reading for expression, reading strategies and comprehension checks.  Some of 
the activities are individual and some cooperative. 
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Reading – Reading takes place on a daily basis within the classroom through a variety 
of ways including: reading silently from student selected books, aloud with a partner, 
taking turns reading aloud as a class, or listening while the teacher reads aloud.  This 
variety renders itself to both visual and audio learners. 
 

The Houghton Mifflin curriculum is broken down into 6 themes: 

1. Nature’s Fury:  Focus on Tall Tales 

2. Give It All You’ve Got:  Focus on Poetry 

3. Voices of the Revolution 

4. Person to Person: Focus on Plays 
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TEACHING/LEARNING PROCEDURES (continued): 
 

5. One Land, Many Trails: Focus on Autobiography 

6. Animal Encounters 

  
Students review a wide variety of material on a particular theme.  Each reading 
selection focuses on a specific comprehension skill.  Following is a list of the 
comprehension skills that are focused on.  
 

 Sequence of events 

 Inferring 

 Prior Knowledge 

 Questioning  

 Summarizing 

 Synthesizing 

 Text organization 

 Making connections 

 Evaluating 

 Visualizing 

 Questioning 

 Categorizing and classifying 

 Monitoring/clarifying 

 Summarizing 



Revised 6/1/2017 

 Fact and opinion 

 Evaluating 

 Story structure 

 Predicting outcomes 

 Topic, main idea, and supporting details 

 Author’s viewpoint 

 Cause and effect 

 Following directions 
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TEACHING/LEARNING PROCEDURES (continued): 
 

 Problem solving and decision making 

 Noting details 

 Compare and contrast 

 Making inferences 

 Drawing conclusions 

 Making judgments 

 Making generalizations 

 
Novels are also studied as a part of each quarter’s class work.  Variety in presentation 
is again employed, allowing slower readers to stay with the group.  Quizzes, tests, and 
other written assignments and projects are a part of the evaluation of the student’s 
comprehension of reading the selected work.  Students also participate in small group 
and classroom discussions.  We read novels together as a class.  We also do literature 
circles where students are put in a small group based on ability level.  We use the 
Fountas and Pinnell test to find the reading level of each student.  They are tested at 
the beginning of the school year as well as the end of the school year to track progress.  
There are various activities students do within these literature circles.  Students meet 
with their groups 3-4 times a week to read together as well as discuss.  I will also 
regularly meet with these reading groups.  Another reading activity is that the students 
are allowed to pick a Newbery Honor book, and are assigned a book report. 
 
Reading Olympics: Reading Olympics is a self-created program to get students 
reading on their own outside of class.  Students are required to read at least two books 
each quarter and complete a “Reading Conference” sheet after completing each book.  
These sheets have the students identify different elements of reading, including the 
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genre, main characters, how the student is able to identify with a character, the setting 
and time period, plot, problems, goals, resolutions, themes, point of view, character 
versus self problems, character versus character problems, and climax.  After 
completing this sheet, I meet with the student one-on-one and review it with them, 
making sure they understand these elements of the book.  Students are able to check 
out books from the school library once a week and have daily access to books in the 
classroom library. 
 
Spelling: Spelling is individualized for each student.  When a word is misspelled in 
student work, it is written down into a notebook.  From this list of words for each 
student, 15 of the words are used on their spelling list.  Students have 2 weeks to learn 
the list and complete 3 activities from a tic-tac-toe board of 9 activities that have the 
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TEACHING/LEARNING PROCEDURES (continued): 
 
students practicing their spelling words in fun ways.  The list of activities to choose from 
changes monthly.  Every other Friday, students have to turn in their 3 spelling activities  
and are tested on their words.  If students get any words wrong on their tests, those 
words are added in addition to their 15 new spelling words.  
 
Summer Reading List: At the end of each school year, a summer reading list is mailed 
to each student who will be entering 5th grade the following year.  It is important that 
students maintain an active literacy life over the summer and to be reading books are 
“just right” for their abilities, which is why the books on the list are categorized by level. 
 
Grammar 
Course outline 

 Unit 1: The Sentence 

 Unit 2: Nouns 

 Unit 3: Verbs 

 Unit 4: Adjectives 

 Unit 5: Capitalization and Punctuation 

 Unit 6: Pronouns 

 Unit 7: Adverbs and Prepositions 

 Unit 8: Writing a Story 

 Unit 9: Writing to Compare and Contrast 

 Unit 10: Writing a Research Report 

 Unit 11: Writing to Persuade 

Unit 12: Letter Writing: formal complaint letter, friendly letter, email 
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Unit 13: Essay Writing 

Unit 14: Writing a Resume 

 

Each lesson is modeled by the teacher, practiced together as a class, and then students 
complete an assignment to show that they have mastered the skill.  After each unit, the 
students are tested, and if they do not pass a certain portion within the unit, that section 
is re-taught until there is mastery of the lesson. 

 

We also do a lot of essay writing in various subjects, as well as journaling. 
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TIME ALLOTMENT / CALENDAR 
70 minutes per day, plus Language Arts skills across the curriculum 
5 days per week 
 
 
LEARNER OUTCOMES: 
By the end of the year, each student will be able to: 
 
Reading: Literature and Informational Text: 
 

1. Cite evidence to support what the text says as well as inferences drawn from the 
text.  

2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text; provide a summary of the text 
distinct from personal opinions or judgements. 

3. Describe how a story’s plot unfolds in a series as well as how the characters 
respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.  

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings. 

5. Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall 
structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or 
plot.  

6. Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a 
text. 

7. Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres in terms of their 
approaches to similar themes and topics. 

8. Integrate information presented in different media or formats as well as in words 
to develop an understanding of a topic or issue. 

9. Compare and contrast one author’s presentation of events with that of another.  
 
Writing: 
 

1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reason and evidence. 



Revised 6/1/2017 

2. Introduce claims and organize the reasons and evidence clearly. 
3. Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claims and 

reasons. 
4. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
5. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 

concepts, and information through selection, organization and analysis of 
relevant content. 
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6. Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts and information, using strategies 

such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include 
formatting, graphics, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.  

7. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 
other information and examples.  

8. Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and 
concepts. 

9. Use precise language to inform about and explain the topic. 
10. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 

effective technique and well-structured event sequences. 
11. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 
12. Produce clear writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
13. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach. 

14. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as 
to interact and collaborate with others.  

15. Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several 
sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. 

16. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; quote or 
paraphrase the data of others while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic 
bibliographic information for sources.  

 
 
Speaking and Listening: 
 

1. Engage in a range of collaborative discussions with diverse partners, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

2. Come to discussions prepared, having read required material. 
3. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration by making comments 

that contribute to the topic, text, or discussion. 
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4. Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using descriptions, 
facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye 
contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
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Language: 
 

1. Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case. 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
3. Use punctuation. 
4. Spell correctly. 
5. Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style. 
6. Maintain consistence in style and tone. 
7. Use common affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word. 
8. Consult reference materials to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or 

clarify its meaning or part of speech. 
9. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language in word meanings.  
10. Gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 

comprehension or expression.    
 
 
TEACHING – LEARNING MATERIALS 

 

 Houghton Mifflin Reading:  Houghton Mifflin; Boston; 2005. 

 Other various reference materials brought in by the teacher from Internet or 
other sources. 

 Reading Strategies that Work – Stephanie Harvey 

 The Reading Toolkit – Stephanie Harvey 

 Next Steps to Guided Reading – Jan Richardson 

 Various mentor texts used to support mini-lessons and novels for Literature 
Circles 

 
 
TEACHING AND LEARNING PROCEDURES 
 
Reading –  
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There are a variety of ways in which reading is taught in grade 6, with one main goal in 
mind: for students to gain a pure love of reading that will last for a lifetime. Reading will 
be taught by listening to teacher read alouds, participating in shared reading, guiding 
reading, and literature circles.  Students will be tested at the beginning and end of the 
school year using the Fountas and Pinnell Reading Assessment Leveling Kits.  Using  
 
 
 
 
 
ST. PAUL LUTHERAN 
 
GRADE 6 
LANGUAGE ARTS CURRICULUM 
 
PAGE 4 
 
these kits, along with MAP test scores, students will be placed in small guided reading 
groups where they will focus on specific skills according to their needs.   
 
Students will also be taught the following comprehension strategies using mini-lessons 
and picture books: inference, prediction, connection, summarizing, visualizing, 
synthesizing, and questioning.  
 
Several times throughout the year, students will have the opportunity to choose books 
they are interested in reading for literature circles.  These literature circles will run three-
four weeks, with students having assigned reading discussions and weekly jobs (word 
wizard, discussion director, figurative language finder, and character sketcher, and 
passage picker).   
 
Independent reading will be highly stressed. Students will be required to participate in 
the “Book of the Month” reading program.  Throughout the year they will be asked to 
read eight different genres (one free choice).  Students will be monitored weekly on their 
progress.  They will meet with me at the end of each month for accountability purposes 
and to complete reading checkpoints.  
 
 
Spelling/vocabulary/ -   
 
Spelling will be combined with Articles of the Week (AOW).  Each week, students will be 
assigned a current, high interest non-fiction reading. From this reading, students will be 
given a selection of words.  They will be asked to write a well-written sentence for each 
word that shows the part of speech and the meaning.  
 
Students will also participate in “Genius Hour” every Friday.  During this time, they will 
be researching their wonderings/postings from the “Wonder Wall.” These ongoing mini 
inquiries will be self-projects.  Through this research, grammar and spelling will be 
integrated as well.   
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FAITH INTEGRATION: 
 

Write and read prayers (using the classroom prayer wall)  

Write devotions 

Participate in a card ministry to people with disabilities (6th grade servant learning topic)  

 
 
 
 
ST. PAUL LUTHERAN 
 
GRADE 6 
LANGUAGE ARTS CURRICULUM 
 
PAGE 5 
 

Use Christian discrimination when selecting various reading material – remembering the 
impact reading has on us as Christian people. 

 
 
TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION: 
 

Google Classroom 

Tween Tribune 

Power Point 

SMART Notebook 

Newsela 

Use laptops for various writing activities and research inquiry projects 

 
 
The following is an outline taken from Houghton Mifflin, our currently basil reader.  It is 
presently not being used except as a classroom reference.   
 
Theme 1:  Courage                           Genre:  Poetry 
           Reading Strategies:  summarize; evaluate; predict/infer; monitor/clarify 

Comprehension:  noting details; making judgments; sequence of events; 
predicting outcomes 
Vocabulary:  using context; dictionary skills; alphabetical order and guide words; 
parts of an entry word; word families 
Spelling:  short vowels; long vowels 
Grammar:  kinds of sentences; subjects and predicates; conjunctions; 
compound sentences; complete sentences; complex sentences; correcting 
sentence fragments and run-on sentences; common and proper nouns; singular 
and plural nouns 
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Writing:  instructions; memo; friendly letter; opinion; process writing; personal 
narrative 
Listening/Speaking/Viewing:  retelling a story; speaking on the telephone; 
literature discussion; directions 

 
Theme 2: What Really Happened?   Genre: Plays 
          Reading Strategies:  question; summarize; monitor/clarify 
 Comprehension:  fact and opinion; making inferences; text organization 
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Vocabulary: syllables; homophones; spelling table/pronunciation key 
Spelling:  homophones 
Grammar:  singular and plural possessive nouns; action verbs and direct 
objects; main verbs and auxiliary verbs; transitive and intransitive verbs; being 
verbs and linking verbs 
Writing:  news articles; journal entries; business letter; story writing 
Listening/Speaking/Viewing:  announcements; choral speaking presentation; 
oral report 

 
 
Theme 3:  Growing Up                               Genre:     
Reading Strategies:  predict/infer; evaluate; question; monitor/clarify 

Comprehension:  making generalizations; making inferences; story structure; 
problem solving and decision making 
Vocabulary:  using a thesaurus; base words and inflected forms; parts of 
speech; connotation 
Spelling:  VCV, VCCV, VCCCV patterns; words ending with –ed and –ing; 
endings and suffixes; prefixes 
Grammar:  verb tenses; principle parts of regular and irregular verbs; perfect 
tenses; irregular verbs; subject-verb agreement 
Writing:  problem-solution composition; response to a prompt; character sketch; 
descriptive writing 
Listening/Speaking/Viewing:  dramatizing a story; reader’s theater; 
introductions; conflict resolution 

 
Theme 4  Discovering Ancient Cultures    Genre: Myths  
 
           Reading Strategies:  evaluate; summarize; monitor/clarify 
 Comprehension:  author’s point of view; cause and effect; topic, main idea, and   
           details 

Vocabulary:  multiple meaning words; synonyms; prefixes and suffixes 
Spelling:  unstressed syllables 
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Grammar:  adjectives; proper adjectives; comparing with adjectives; adverbs 
that modify verbs and adjectives; comparing with adverbs 
Writing:  explanation; information paragraph; compare/contrast paragraph; 
research report 
Listening/Speaking/Viewing:  giving a speech; viewing for information and 
details; comparing forms of information 
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Theme 5  Doers and Dreamers              Genre: Speeches 
 
           Reading Strategies:  summarize; predict/infer; question 
 Comprehension:  propaganda; problem solving; compare and contrast 
 Vocabulary:  antonyms; multiple meaning words; etymology 
 Spelling:  plurals; suffixes 

Grammar:  subject and object pronouns; pronouns in compound subjects and 
objects; possessive and indefinite pronouns; using who, whom, whose; avoiding 
double negatives; contractions 
Writing:  clarification composition; how-to paragraph; summary; personal essay 
Listening/Speaking/Viewing:  taking notes and summarizing; explaining a 
process; viewing and evaluating fine art 

 
 
Theme 6  New Frontiers: Oceans and Space      Genre:  
           Reading Strategies:  monitor/clarify; evaluate; question; predict/infer 

Comprehension:  cause and effect; following directions; categorize and classify; 
drawing conclusions 
Vocabulary:  analogies; word families; idioms; run-on entries; more than one 
spelling or pronunciation 
Grammar:  prepositions and phrases; prepositional phrases as adjectives and 
adverbs; interjections; abbreviations; commas in a series; more uses for 
commas; punctuating dialogue; capitalizing titles 
Writing:  announcement; biography; compare/contrast essay; answer to an 
essay question; persuasive essay 
Listening/Speaking/Viewing:  viewing and evaluating media; multimedia 
presentations; speaking to persuade; effective conversations 
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TIME ALLOTMENT/CALENDAR: 
75 minutes/day 
Additional time for reading and writing in other subjects 
 
LEARNER OUTCOMES: 
Many of the listed learner outcomes overlap into each of the language areas.  Some 
outcomes may be more prominent in certain courses; therefore, they are listed 
accordingly. 
 
By the end of grade 7 and 8, each student will accomplish tasks in the following areas: 
 
Reading: 

1. Build, extend, and enrich vocabularies. 

2. Expand imagination into diverse fields based on a variety of literature prompts. 

3. Increase desire to read for enjoyment and for research reasons. 

4. Refine interests and tastes in magazines, newspapers and other periodicals, as 
well as oral and visual means of mass communication. 

5. Discover techniques employed by writers to entertain and grasp a reader. 

6. Earnestly strive to extend and increase ability to concentrate on long and 
complex materials and presentations. 

7. Become more discriminating in choice of reading topics. 

8. Use communication skills in group situations for receiving, exchanging, offering 
and debating information, ideas and opinions. 

9. Understand the terminology and use the skills of summarizing, synthesizing, 
visualizing, inferring, making connections, evaluating, questioning, and using 
prior knowledge. 
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10. Become acquainted with quality literature, including the Scriptures and relate 
what is read to Christian values and teachings. 

      

SPELLING: 

1. Apply vocabulary to relevant life topics. 

2. Use context clues to identify meaning in unfamiliar words. 

3. Enhance written communication with neat and correct use and spelling of words. 
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LEARNER OUTCOMES:  (continued) 

4. Continue to build personal vocabulary by applying correct oral pronunciation of 
new words. 

5. Realize the significance of word derivation, especially from other languages such 
as Greek, Latin, French and Spanish. 

6. Target words often misspelled or which are often confused with another word. 

7. Understand the addition of prefixes and suffixes to root words and how they 
change the meaning. 

8. Realize various exceptions in the English language and commit these exceptions 
to memory. 

 
English Grammar/Usage/Mechanics: 

1. In grammar, correctly identify the parts of speech, types of sentences, 
complements, phrases, and clauses. 

2. In usage, apply general usage rules for standard English, both verbally and in 
writing. 

3. In mechanics, gain confidence in and diversify presentation by correctly applying 
rules. 

 
Composition: 

1. Increase the amount of writing completed during the course of a year through 
various means, including the keeping of a journal. 

2. Know and understand the writing process by applying prewriting, drafting, 
revising, and proofreading techniques into all of their writing before attaining a 
final copy. 
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3. Share and encourage peers in their own writing for further review, and make 
changes based on these suggestions. 

4. Be able to identify purpose and audience while choosing a subject. 

5. Know how and where to gather information regarding a particular subject and 
transpose that information into an original collection stating a clear purpose. 

6. Develop an original style and form of expression through their increased desire 
to write. 
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LEARNER OUTCOME:  (continued) 

7. Know and understand the difference between the various types of writing studied 
including:  descriptive, narrative, expository, persuasive, and social or business 
letter writing. 

 
DRAMA: 

1. Develop a public form of self-expression. 

2. Work together as a class toward the common goal of staging a full-length play. 

3. Understand the duties of all people involved in theatre and respect each 
individual’s position. 

 
 
BASIC TEACHING/LEARNING MATERIALS: 
 
Spelling and Vocabulary – Levels 7 and 8, 1994, Houghton Mifflin: Boston, MA. 
The Language of Literature – McDougal Littell, 2001, Evanston, IL 
Reading Counts – Scholastic software 
Where the Red Fern Grows – 1974, Doty-Dayton Productions (video 
 
Tradebooks: 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn – Mark Twain, 1988, Watermill Press 
Where the Red Fern Grows – Wilson Rawls, 1961, Bantam Books: New York 
The View from Saturday – E.L. Konigsburg, Scholastic, 1996 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream – William Shakespeare, Penguin Books, C.2000 
Johnny Tremain – Esther Forbes, Yearling Book Publishing, 1971 
The Shepherd of the Hills – Harold Bell Wright, Bethany House Publishing, 1988 
A Wrinkle in Time – Madeliene L’Engle,  
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FAITH INTEGRATION:  
       We are blessed to be able to integrate our faith into our reading on a daily basis    
       through devotion reading and Bible study.  In addition to that, some of the best  
       discussions regarding our faith happen in the context of whatever story or book we  
       may be reading.  Writing prayers, devotions and papers for various contests and  
       publications also allows us to incorporate our faith. 
 
       
TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION: 
      A variety of technology is used to integrate the Reading/Language Arts curriculum.  

We use the computer for our Reading Counts software to monitor comprehension, 
as well as taking our MAP tests and related practice tests. We use several online 
resources as supplements and enrichment activities such as No Red Ink and Google 
Classroom.  We use our laptops and Office or Google software for almost all of our 
composition and writing assignments, in addition to online discussion boards.  We 
use the iPads for Kahoot and other formative assessments 

 
 
TEACHING/LEARNING PROCEDURES: 
 
Reading:  While a variety of teaching procedures are used in all language classes, the 
underlying goal of enhancing the ability to read and communicate with others through 
correct use of the English language is ever present.  All students are given a DRA test 
at the beginning of the year to determine their reading level.  This information is used by 
the teacher for the purpose of guiding book selections, and determining Literature Circle 
groups.  In addition, our students take the MAP test twice a year.  This helps identify 
areas of strength and weakness for individuals, as areas that need whole class 
instruction.  By spring, students are encouraged to be setting goals for improvement on 
their MAP testing. 
 
Reading is done in a variety of ways including:  reading silently on their own, aloud, 
quietly with a partner, taking turns reading aloud in class, Lit circles, or listening while 
the teacher reads aloud.  This variety renders itself to both visual and audio learners.  
Students are given time each week for silent reading and use of the school library. 
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Students review a wide variety of material on a particular theme.  This material may 
include the reading anthology, other selected short stories, plays or poems, newspaper 
articles, videos, cartoons, etc.  Often, the students are asked to keep a reading journal 
to record their thoughts and opinions of the story.  Periodically, these journals are 
shared with a classmate or the teacher.  A larger project is required in each thematic 
unit.  Discussions are a central part of reading instruction. 
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TEACHING/LEARNING PROCEDURES:  (continued) 
Novels are also studied as a part of each quarter’s class work.  Variety in presentation 
is again employed, allowing slower readers to stay with the group.  Quizzes, tests, 
journals, other written assignments and projects are a part of the evaluation of the 
student’s comprehension of reading the selected work.  Students are asked to do some 
work online through the Edmodo program, Google Classroom, and No Red Ink.  They 
can participate in discussion questions, use the assignment drop box and take tests and 
quizzes. 
 
The Reading Counts program is utilized throughout the year. Students choose books 
from a list of literature and acquire points by passing a test on the computer. First 
quarter = 10 points, second quarter = 20 points, third quarter = 30 points, and fourth 
quarter = 40 points. These point values are part of their graded work.  The list contains 
a wide variety of leveled books. Students are encouraged to find books and stories that 
are appropriate for their reading level and interest. 
 
Spelling:  There is no specific spelling instructional time.  Students are given workbook 
assignments to complete. Final written tests are given on Fridays. 
Spelling is also an integral part of all courses studied.  Students are continually 
reminded to do their best in using correct spelling and vocabulary in their work 
throughout the curriculum, and are corrected when wrong. 
 
A constant reminder of how we display a positive and confident self is in our use of 
correct grammar.  Daily assignments keep the class focused on particular tasks; 
however, our daily usage is a greater learning device.  Building skills is fostered through 
in-class verbal and written responses to examples.  Often, a hands-on activity is used to 
apply knowledge.  For example, flying paper airplanes helps students assemble 
prepositional phrases to describe where the plane landed.  Written student work in other 
subject areas is used as samples for awareness.  Periodically these are used as “Daily 
Oral Language” drills for the class to correct.   
 
Modeling is an essential teaching procedure used in composition.  Introduction of a new 
writing technique is best portrayed through the teacher’s personal example. Several 
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times throughout the year, writing assignments are submitted for contests and other 
sources of publication.  The writing process is followed in all composition, from creative 
writing to technical research papers.  Students are asked to submit finished work for 
final evaluation. Rubrics for evaluation are shared with the students in advance. 
 
From beginning to end, the class takes ownership in the third quarter production of the 
class play.  Students help to decide which play will be presented based on the number 
of students and the type of presentation desired.  Based on prior evaluated reading and 
acting, students are given parts which are memorized for two performances. 
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COURSE OUTLINE: 
 
Reading:  For school years beginning with an odd number –  
 
Anthology Units:  

1. Insights 
2. Rising to the Challenge 
3. The Human Spirit 
4. Strange Goings-On 
5. American Voices 
6. Across Cultures: The Oral Tradition 

Novels:   

 The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

 Johnny Tremain or Helen Keller:  Story of My Life 

 The View from Saturday 

 Lord of the Flies  
 
Spelling:   
 Unit 1: Silent/Sounded Consonants 
 Unit 2: Greek Word Parts I 
 Unit 3: Number Prefixes 
 Unit 4: Words from Names 
 Unit 5: Homophones 
 Unit 6: Review Units 1-5 
 Unit 7: Consonant Changes 
 Unit 8: Greek Word Parts II 
 Unit 9: Noun Suffixes 
 Unit 10: Words from Spanish 
 Unit 11: Words Often Confused 
 Unit 12: Review Units 7-11 
 Unit 13: Vowel Changes I 
 Unit 14: Latin Roots I 
 Unit 15: The Suffixes –ary, -ery, and –ory 
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 Unit 16: Words from French 
 Unit 17: Unusual Plurals 
 Unit 18: Review Units 13-17 
 Unit 19: Vowel Changes II 
 Unit 20: Latin Roots II 
 Unit 21: Greek and Latin Prefixes 
 Unit 22: Words from Other Languages 
 Unit 23: Words Often Misspelled 
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COURSE OUTLINE:  (continued) 
  
     Unit 24: Review Units 19-23 
     Unit 25: Absorbed Prefixes I 
 Unit 26: Latin Roots III 
 Unit 27: The Suffixes –able and –ible 
 Unit 28: Words from Places 
 Unit 29: Single or Double Consonants 
 Unit 30: Review Units 25-29 
 Unit 31: Absorbed Prefixes II 
 Unit 32: Suffixes –ant/-ance, -ent/-ence 
 Unit 33: Verb Suffixes 
 Unit 34: Words New to English 
 Unit 35: Words Often Mispronounced 
 Unit 36: Review Units 31-35 
 
 
For school years beginning with an even number –  
 
Anthology Units:  

1. Learning from Experience 
2. Relationships 
3. Flights of Imagination 
4. Nothing Stays the Same 
5. Personal Challenges 
6. Across Cultures: Oral Traditions 

 
Novels:   

 The Shepherd of the Hills 

 Where the Red Fern Grows 

 A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

 A Wrinkle in Time 
    
Spelling: 
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 Unit 1: Consonant Changes 
 Unit 2: Greek Word Parts I 
 Unit 3: Latin Prefixes I 
 Unit 4: Words from Names 
 Unit 5: Homophones 
 Unit 6: Review Units 1-5 
 Unit 7: Absorbed Prefixes 
 Unit 8: Greek Words Parts II 
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COURSE OUTLINE:  (continued) 
      
      Unit 9: Latin Prefixes II 
 Unit 10: Words from Spanish 
 Unit 11: Words Often Confused  
 Unit 12: Review Units 7-11 
 Unit 13: Vowel Changes I 
 Unit 14: Latin Roots I 
 Unit 15: Noun Suffixes I 
 Unit 16: Words from French 
 Unit 17: Words Often Misspelled I 
 Unit 18: Review Units 13-17 
 Unit 19: Vowel Changes II 
 Unit 20: Latin Roots II 
 Unit 21: Noun Suffixes II 
 Unit 22: Words from Other Languages 
 Unit 23: Words Often Misspelled II 
 Unit 24: Review Units 19-23 
 Unit 25: Vowel Changes III 
 Unit 26: Latin Roots III  
 Unit 27: Adjective Suffixes 
 Unit 28: Words from Places 
 Unit 29: Single or Double Consonants 
 Unit 30: Review Units 25-29 
 Unit 31: Vowel Changes IV 
 Unit 32: Latin Roots IV 
 Unit 33: Number Prefixes 
 Unit 34: Words New to English 
 Unit 35: Words Often Mispronounced 
 Unit 36: Review Units 31-35 
 
English Grammar/Usage/Mechanics: 
 Part I: Grammar 
 Part II: Usage 
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 Part III: Mechanics 
 Part IV: Composition Writing 
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COURSE OUTLINE:  (continued) 
 
Composition: 
 

1st Quarter: Creative Writing 
 a. Descriptive 
 b. Persuasive 
 c. Business and Social Letters 
2nd Quarter: Creative Writing 
 a. Exposition 
 b. Narrative/Dialogue 
 c. Poetry 
3rd Quarter:  Drama – Class Play 
4th Quarter:  Technical Writing 
 a. Research Papers (includes oral presentation) 
 b. Class Booklet
 


