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We believe that Christ “ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty.” For 40 days after 

He rose from the dead, Christ appeared 

to the apostles and preached to them 

about the kingdom of God (Acts 1:3). He 

was then “taken up into heaven and sat 

down at the right hand of God” (Mark 

16:19). But why does Jesus sit at the right hand of the Father? Was He tired and is now resting? 

Does His ascension mean that He is now absent? What does Christ’s ascension mean for us? 

The Scriptures answer these questions, giving us hope and comfort. 

• Read Acts 2:2936. The Book of Acts shows us how Jesus’ ascension does not mean that 

He is absent, but that He continues to work through His apostles and in His Church (2 

Cor. 5:20). Christ now sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, but this is not 

idle sitting. This is not lounging around or taking a break. This is the kind of sitting a king 

does upon his throne. When Christ, true God and true man, our brother according to 

the flesh, sits at the right hand of God, He exercises dominion. 

 

• In his sermon in Acts 2, Peter quotes Psalm 110 in reference to Jesus’ ascension. Read 

Psalm 110. What does it say Christ the Lord is doing at the right hand of God? Who are 

His enemies? 
 

 

 

• Paul emphasizes that Christ, our head, now rules over the events of human history for 

the benefit of His Church. There is no tragedy on the 6 p.m. news or in your life that 

Christ is not steering for the ultimate benefit and salvation of His elect. Risen and 

ascended, Christ has conquered sin and death. On Ascension Day (May 21), 40 days 

after Easter, remember that Christ is not absent but is present in the ministry of His 

saving Word and life-giving Sacrament. 

The Church observes the Ascension of Our Lord on May 21. 

Portions of “Not Absent” by 

Rev. Joshua Hayes originally 

published in May 2012 on 

the LCMS blog.   



Ascension of Our Lord Devotion (adapted from ministry-to-children.com) 

 

Read Acts 1:11 

Imagine you’re a kid in a store with your 
family. You’re distracted by something that 
interests you, and when you look up, your 
family is gone.  

If that happened to you, how would you 
feel?  

Perhaps abandoned or deserted? 
Frightened or panicked?  

But imagine then you see your family again, 
and you’re reunited. You’d probably feel 
relieved and comforted.   

Jesus’ disciples spent three years following 
Him. They heard Him teach about God’s 
Kingdom and witnessed Him perform many 
miracles.  When they saw the Son of God 
nailed to a cross and die they may have 
experienced feelings of 
abandonment.  They believed Jesus was 
God’s Promised Messiah and now He was 
dead and His body had been placed in a 
sealed tomb. 

Feelings are not always the truth of what is 
really happening in a situation.  If the 
disciples had felt abandoned when Jesus 
died it was not the truth.  Jesus told them 
very clearly before He was nailed to the 
cross that He was going to suffer and would 
rise again.  Matthew 26:32 “But after I have 
risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.” 
(Matthew 16:21, Matthew 17:12, Mark 
8:31, Luke 9:22) 
 

Even though the disciples had been told by 
Jesus what to expect they were most likely 
frightened and overwhelmed when the 
things that Jesus said would happen were 
taking place.  Sometimes feelings of fear, 
sadness, or loneliness can cloud our hearts 
to the truth that Jesus has spoken to us 
from His Word. The Bible is full of God’s 
instructions for His people to follow until He 
returns or calls them home.   

When we have feelings that overwhelm us, 
we need to find the truth from reading 
God’s Word. 

Three days after Jesus was buried in a 
sealed tomb God raised Him from the dead. 
He did exactly what He told the disciples He 
would do! 

Look at Acts 1:3. What does Jesus do and 
how do you think it made the apostles feel? 
 
 
 
 
Look at Acts 1:4-5.  Do you think the 
apostles knew what Jesus was talking 
about?  
 
 
Jesus knew what God’s plans were and He 
was preparing them for when He returned 
to heaven. Even though they didn’t 
understand they needed to follow the 
instructions Jesus gave them. 
 
God’s plan was for Jesus to return to 
heaven. Jesus had chosen His apostles to be 
messengers for Him after He left.  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%2016:21&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%2017:12&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark%208:31&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark%208:31&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%209:22&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts%201:4-5&version=NIV


Read Matthew 28:19-20 What message did 
Jesus want His apostles to tell others?  
 
 
 
 
Look at Acts 1:8-9. Jesus told them that God 
was going to send the Holy Spirit to give 
them His power to take the message to all 
people.  This message could not be taken to 
the people without God’s power.  It was 
important for the Apostles to obey Jesus’ 
instructions and wait in Jerusalem for the 
Holy Spirit. When Jesus finished instructing 
the apostles, His feet lifted off the ground 
and He began to ascend or go up into the 
sky.  As He went up into the sky a cloud hid 
Him from the apostles’ sight. 
 

Imagine being there on that day.  Do you 
think the apostles strained to see Jesus and 
try to get just one last glimpse of Him? 

 

Look at Acts 1:10-11.  Who do you think 
these two men were?  
 
 
 
Optional Activity break: If you have 
bubbles in your house, take a bubble break! 
If you have young kids at home, watch them 
have fun, chasing and popping them, but 
also see how high some of them can float 
into the sky. Point out that Jesus disciples 
also watched him ascend just like that.   

Read Acts 1:13-14. 
 
The apostles had a job to do for the Lord 
Jesus. They had work to do but first they 

needed to follow Jesus’ instructions. He told 
them to stay in Jerusalem and wait for the 
Holy Spirit. 

They obeyed His instructions and went to 
Jerusalem. They went into a room where 
they were staying.  
 
While they were waiting for the Holy Spirit 
what does verse 14 tell us these people 
did?   

 

The apostles would miss having Jesus walk 
with them and being able to see His 
face. Very soon God would be sending the 
Holy Spirit to them. The Holy Spirit will 
always be with them and go wherever they 
go. The Holy Spirit would give them power 
to do the important job of sharing the Good 
News with other people.  

We can also be assured that we are never 
alone. We know that we have Jesus with us 
and that he has given us the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.   

Prayer 

Dear Jesus,        

Thank you for never leaving us, even when 
you returned to your heavenly home!  If we 
feel alone, confused, or sad, help us to 
remember your great love and to then be 
able to share that with others around us. As 
we wait for you to come again, fill us with 
your Holy Spirit.      

Amen 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts%201:8&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts%201:10-11&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts%201:13-14&version=NIV


Activity Page 
 

Dear Jesus… 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 Amen 



 


