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In the name of the Father, and † of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. The Fourth Com-

mandment teaches us that we are to honor father 

and mother – that we are fear and love God so 

that we do anger them or other authorities. We 

are to serve, obey, love and cherish them, for 

they are God’s representatives for our good here 

in this world. Through them God is present and 

active – even rolling up His sleeves, if you will, 

to serve us. The blessed Apostle, St. Paul put it 

this way: “Everyone must submit himself to the 

governing authorities which have been estab-

lished by God as His servant to do you good.” So 

also St. Peter wrote: “Submit yourselves, for the 

Lord’s sake, to every authority instituted among 

men.” All this flows from the Fourth Command-

ment – especially the word: “Honor.” You are to 

honor your parents and other authorities because 

of the hidden majesty behind them, which is God 

Himself. 

And then we have the case before us tonight of 

Absalom, the son of King David. “In all Israel 

there was not a man so highly praised for his 

handsome appearance ... From the top of his head 

to the sole of his foot there was no blemish on 

him.” Reading between the lines what we dis-

cover is that Absalom was what today we might 

call a real looker – and he knew it. Indeed, Absa-

lom was so full of himself he thought the rules 

didn’t apply to him – especially the Fourth 

Commandment. Absalom was his own authority 

– a man who took matters into his own hands. He 

put a hit out on his brother, Amnon, who had 

raped his sister, Tamar. And without any legiti-

mate authority, set himself up as judge to hear 

court cases among the people who felt they were 

getting the short end of the stick from his father, 

David. All this he did purposely to undermine 

David’s authority – to win the hearts of his fa-

ther’s subjects for himself. 

“Honor your father and your mother” wasn’t 

even on Absalom’s radar, for he was deaf to the 

Word of God. And then there was that day when 

he really crossed the line, declared war against 

his father, proclaimed himself king, amassed 

troops from all over, and marched on Jerusalem 

with the help of Israel’s best, most trusted advi-

sors and strategists now turned traitor. David and 

his little army of loyalists had to flee the capital 

and hightail it toward the east to hide in the de-

sert. Absalom moved into Jerusalem and his fa-

ther’s house, taking over everything that was the 

Kings in total violation and rejection of the 

Fourth Commandment. In all this David passive-

ly suffered his son’s rebellion. In fact, even 

though Absalom was seeking to take everything 

away from him, David issued the order that his 

son not be harmed. 

And so Absalom was protected by his father’s 

decree, at least until the day of that decisive bat-

tle near Ephraim, where David’s army, though 

completely outnumbered, utterly defeated the 

military forces of his son. While frantically rid-

ing his mule away from the massive confusion of 

the battle, Absalom the arrogant fell into the 

hands of David’s men. His gorgeous hair, tangled 

and caught in the branches of an oak tree, left 

him hanging midair while his mule went on 

without him. That was when Joab disobeyed Da-

vid’s order and launched three javelins into Ab-

salom’s body. Ten soldiers then surrounded him 

and finished him off. The self-serving revolt was 

finally over. Absalom was dead, and his father 

was heartbroken. 

All this serves as a warning to us, for it 

demonstrates how serious God is regarding the 

Fourth Commandment when He tells us that we 

are to honor our parents and other authorities. We 

should fear God’s wrath and not doing anything 

against any of His commandments. Pulling an 



 

“Absalom” is not God-pleasing behavior. Yet the 

truth of the matter is that we do it all the time – 

and couldn’t care less. We anger our parents and 

other authorities, despise them when they won’t 

let us do what we want, and obey them only to 

achieve our own goals. We don’t honor anyone 

in authority. We mock our teachers who expect 

us to learn. We ridicule our leaders who are do-

ing their best to serve us. We even despise our 

pastors who seek only our eternal good. 

Why is that? Because – are you ready for this? 

– because they humbly expect us to hold God’s 

Word sacred, hear it gladly, and come to the Di-

vine Service willingly. How horrible! But that’s 

not the worst of it. To top it off, they have the 

audacity to beg us to repent – which none of us 

want to do. And even worse is the fact that none 

of this rebellion against authority bothers us in 

the least. Living as if there could never be any 

negative consequences for such sinning, we final-

ly have the gall to believe we’re better than Ab-

salom. So what are we to do? Dare I say it? We 

need to repent, to admit our sin, tell the truth 

about ourselves, and finally, stop blaming others. 

And of course, we are to trust King Jesus, who, 

instead of fleeing Jerusalem, resolutely headed to 

the capital as King to do battle against the powers 

of sin, death and the devil. There, just outside Je-

rusalem, on the Mount of Olives, Judas betrayed 

our Lord into the hands of sinners. He was aban-

doned, denied, disowned, arrested, jailed, beaten 

beyond recognition, cursed, insulted, mocked 

with a crown of thorns and a purple robe, and fi-

nally, unjustly, unfairly sentenced to death as if 

He were the worst criminal in the Roman Em-

pire. 

And Jesus willingly suffered it all. There, as 

He hung, pinned to a tree, suspended between 

heaven and earth, His enemies came upon Him. 

Sin, death, and the devil were delighted to find 

Him hanging there so seemingly weak and help-

less. They threw themselves at Him with all they 

had. And what did this hanging-in-a-tree De-

scendant of David do? He prayed for all of us 

who have rebelled against His Lordship, saying: 

“Father, forgive them. Let no harm come to 

them. Don’t let any evil – or the Evil One – harm 

them. Let not their sin damn them. Let it damn 

Me, instead. Let Me suffer it, willingly take into 

Myself their guilt, die for their sin, and forgive 

them. Father, don’t hold any of this against 

them.” 

Then He died. The salvation job was accom-

plished for you, me, and for the whole world of 

sinners, as our Lord Christ hung dead and lifeless 

on that tree – gruesomely tangled, as it were, in 

its branches. All this He did for you. From the 

tree of the cross, and from His blood that stained 

it, He exercised His authority over you – lorded 

His death over you with the promise that your sin 

has been forgiven. He has the wounds and scars 

to prove it. And in addition, He gives you His 

body and blood in the Sacrament to confirm it – 

and His name in Holy Baptism to substantiate it. 

His royal prayer from the tree for your for-

giveness has been answered. You are forgiven. 

Jesus has the Kingly authority to say so. His ab-

solution bestows and gives what it says – real life 

– life that rejoices and gives thanks for the par-

ents and other authorities that God has put into 

your life – life that delights in honoring, serving, 

obeying, loving and cherishing them – life that 

delights in the knowledge that His heavenly reign 

is even now breaking wide open in your life – 

life that rejoices in God’s peace, both now and 

forevermore. In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all 

understanding, will keep your hearts and minds 

in that one true faith in Christ Jesus unto life ev-

erlasting. Amen. 

 


