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In the name of the Father, and † of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Though we only 

read a portion of it this evening, you all have 

probably heard the story of Joseph and his coat of 

many colors – how Joseph was favored by his 

father, Jacob – how he had dreams of his brothers 

one day bowing down to him in worship – and 

how his brothers began to hate him and plotted to 

kill him after he naively shared those dreams 

with them – but instead sold him to a passing 

slave caravan, from which he was later purchased 

by Potiphar, the captain of Pharaoh’s palace 

guard. One can only imagine the heartache, pain 

and despair Joseph must have felt, having been 

forcibly separated from his father, Jacob – not to 

mention the God of his fathers! 

Yet throughout this account Holy Scripture 

records the refrain that no matter what happened 

or wherever he went, “The Lord was with Jo-

seph.” And God’s gracious presence produced 

results, for “the Lord gave Joseph success in all 

that he did” – a fact that attracted Potiphar’s at-

tention, for we read that he ended up giving Jo-

seph control of his entire estate – yes, everything 

he owned! But then Moses added a detail to this 

history that might surprise you – namely, that 

“Joseph was well built and handsome.” You 

know what I’m talking about. It appears Joseph 

probably had six-pack abs, perfect pects, big, 

broad shoulders, a handsome, chiseled physique, 

sandy blonde hair, and big blue eyes. In other 

words, he was an a-list heart-throb whose good 

looks had not gone unnoticed by Potiphar’s wife! 

Joseph was about to learn the meaning of the 

phrase: “Real Housewives of the Egyptian Nile!” 

Potiphar’s wife was, shall we say, a cougar on 

the prowl. In America she could have had her 

own prime time reality show on TV Land! They 

could have called it: “How I Met Your Mother 

and Three and A Half Men.” She could have had 

a gig on “Dancing with the Stars,” gone on the 

interview circuit with Matt Lauer and Barbara 

Walters – and made millions writing a steamy 

tell-all book! Why? Because Potiphar’s wife ap-

parently loved to sleep around – especially with 

those hot, Brad Pitt or Matthew McConaughey 

types! 

And so it didn’t take very long after she had 

taken notice of Joseph that she approached him 

and suggested that they get intimate with one an-

other. But what about the idea that she was to 

fear, love, and trust in God above all things, re-

main faithful to her husband, and lead a sexually 

pure and decent life as the Sixth Commandment 

required? I dare say that to her the whole idea 

was downright laughable, Victorian and prudish! 

After all, the woman had needs, and she wanted 

them fulfilled – not with her husband, but with 

the new young hunk, Joseph! Talk about a bad 

role model for the modern, liberated woman. 

But let’s be honest, Joseph could have given in 

to her advances and no one would have been any 

the wiser! I’m quite sure that even in Egypt eve-

ryone was doing it! After all, what one does in 

the privacy of one’s own bedroom is nobody 

else’s business! So Potiphar’s wife put on her 

sultry Egyptian makeup, strapped on her croco-

dile high heels and slipped into her sultriest 

dress. Then she saddled up next to Joseph, 

twirled her fingers through his curly hair, blew 

into his ear and whispered: “Why don’t you 

come to bed with me?” And what did Joseph do? 

He refused her advances!  He said to her: “With 

me in charge my master doesn’t have to worry 

about a thing. You’re his wife, I won’t violate his 

trust and commit this great sin against the Lord!” 

Potiphar’s wife didn’t like his answer, but she 

figured she’d just wear him down. So day after 

day she offered herself to him – and every day he 

refused, saying he would not commit this wick-

edness and sin against God. Joseph had learned 

from God’s Word that a sexual relationship is a 



 

gift from God to be enjoyed only in the context 

of marriage, and he wasn’t about to turn his back 

on God’s Word. Now I hope none of you are roll-

ing your eyes and closing your ears to what I’m 

saying, because Joseph is offering us a wonder-

ful, God-pleasing example to follow – that we are 

to fear, love and trust in God even in our sexuali-

ty. God’s intent is that we be fruitful and multi-

ply – but only after and in marriage – the way it 

was in the Garden when God brought Eve to Ad-

am and married them. They were both naked, and 

yet not ashamed. Why? Because they were mar-

ried. They were husband and wife. 

Here we all have lots to repent of – even if 

we’ve never actually done the deed, for all of us 

have thought about it! But I fear none of us, in-

cluding me, want to talk about or hear God’s 

Word on this matter. We would much rather ig-

nore the intent of the Sixth Commandment and 

God’s will for our life. We would much rather 

sin against God and continue to live wicked lives 

on purpose! After all, everyone else does it. And 

it’s legal! We may even say: “Well, Joseph did 

what he did and that was his choice, but don’t 

expect me to be like Joseph. It’s my life and no 

one can tell me how to live it.” But God has told 

us how to live our lives. And God is quite clear. 

The Sixth Commandment, addressed specifically 

to each one of us is this: “You shall not commit 

adultery.” And that means not only carrying out 

the actual act, but thinking about it, as well. 

Now you can shift the blame or spin it any 

way you want. You can think God is being too 

hard-nosed about this. You can say to yourself:  

“Mom and dad don’t approve but they’ve gotten 

used to it,” or: “I’ve been married before, and it 

was such a disaster that I promised I’d never get 

married again!” But the facts are the facts. Sin 

against God is sin against God. Instead of holy 

living, I fear we are all inclined to resign our-

selves to live wicked lives. But to disregard 

God’s Word is very dangerous – eternal life-or-

death dangerous. When any sin is held outside of 

God’s forgiveness, then there’s no forgiveness 

for any sin. Would you purposely hold on to your 

sin? Would you dare take it back from Jesus, say-

ing: “I’ll keep this one for myself, thank-you-

very-much?” Of course not – at least not if 

you’re thinking clearly. So tonight it’s time to 

repent – time to hear God’s Word and confess 

those sins which adulterate marriage in any way 

– time to repent of how we’ve failed to lead a 

sexually pure and decent life in what we say and 

do. 

Why? Because Jesus has come for sinners – all 

sinners – in order to forgive them, purify them, 

and cleanse them with His Holy Word of absolu-

tion. Jesus is the Friend of sinners, so don’t ex-

pect Him to avoid you, because He wants to be 

seen with you as His forgiven brother or sister. 

He was willing to completely obey the Sixth 

Commandment for the entire world – for you, me 

and every other sinner. His perfect obedience is 

what annuls our disobedience as He flawlessly 

does what God expects of us in the Sixth Com-

mandment. Jesus didn’t shrink from the task of 

taking all our sin and dying for it on the cross so 

that He could eagerly and categorically an-

nounce: “I’ve got your sin! It’s mine. I died with 

it all soaked up in My body and buried it in the 

black hole of My tomb! I now forgive you entire-

ly and completely!” Our Lord’s forgiveness for 

your sin is the forgiveness that counts, and all so 

that you can begin to fear, love and trust in God 

above all things, lead a sexually pure and decent 

life in what you say and do, and husband and 

wife love and honor each other. In the name of 

Jesus. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all 

understanding, will keep your hearts and minds 

in that one true faith in Christ Jesus unto life ev-

erlasting. Amen. 

 


