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In the name of the Father, and † of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. The Seventh 
Commandment teaches us that we are not to 
steal, and we kind of hope that most of the people 
in our society live by that standard, but then 
along comes the blockbuster revelation that a 
whole bunch of people we kind of thought were 
upstanding citizens – I mean, after all, some of 
them were stars of mom, pop and apple pie 
Hallmark family movies – had been stealing the 
right to attend prestigious colleges and universi-
ties while others who were probably much more 
qualified were being turned away. Of course, 
they will  all have their day in court and they’ll 
all probably plead innocent and try to convince 
the judge and the public that no one was hurt by 
their actions, but that’s not really the point, is it? 
When certain people consider themselves to be 
above the law, then the entire society suffers. If 
some are able to skirt the boundaries of the law, 
it won’t be long before the law means nothing to 
anyone. That’s how it works with civil law, and 
that’s how it works with God’s Law as well. 

Sinners, you see, neither fear nor love God. 
Hence they brazenly rob their neighbor’s money 
and possessions by any dishonest means availa-
ble – even if it means rigging or twisting the le-
gal system, greasing the palms of a politician or 
buying off some person in power to make things 
easier for them, their family or their friends. And 
what about the Small Catechism’s admonition 
that we are to help our neighbor to improve and 
protect his possessions and income? You’ve got 
to be kidding! So here’s another incident record-
ed for us in tonight’s Scripture reading that in-
volves another bigwig, this time a political big-
wig, King Ahab, who did evil in the eyes of the 
Lord by out-eviling every other king before him. 
King Ahab not only didn’t fear, love, or trust in 

God above all things! He didn’t fear, love or trust 
in God at all! 

For starters, Ahab married a non-Israelite, 
Phoenician unbeliever – a fanatical worshiper of 
idols named Jezebel – an act of defiance which 
was strictly forbidden by the Lord! Then he not 
only introduced, but endorsed the liturgy of Tyre, 
which was contemporary, up to date, relevant, 
and cutting edge! Ahab was ecumenical and tol-
erant like many of the churches in our own day 
and age! After all, the liturgy is neutral – espe-
cially those foreign liturgies that bring in the 
crowds and cash! So Jezebel’s beloved idol, 
Melkart, became the official god of Ahab’s king-
dom, and Baalism became the protected religion! 
Syncretism – the mixing of different religions 
like a salad and calling it Food-Network-good – 
was all the rage, and still is! I mean, we’re all go-
ing to the same place and believe in the same 
God, aren’t we? In the end it doesn’t really mat-
ter, does it, what religion you follow just so long 
as you’re sincere and authentic? 

But his majesty, King Ahab, wasn’t done yet! 
Next he endorsed the worship of Asherah, the 
female consort of Baal. I mean, you can’t just 
have male gods! So, when it came to idolatry, 
Ahab made the Northern Kingdom eat the whole 
enchilada of pagan delicacies! Next he made po-
litical alliances contrary to our Lord’s prohibi-
tions. Apostasy, idolatry, spiritual adultery – the 
cause of Israel’s fall and exile a century later – 
reached a new high during Ahab’s reign! But 
then his majesty cast his eye on a choice vineyard 
belonging to Naboth, his next-door neighbor. 
Ahab made him a business proposal he couldn’t 
refuse. He even offered him top dollar for his 
land and inheritance, but Naboth wanted no part 
of it, saying to Ahab: “The Lord forbid that I 
should give you the inheritance of my fathers.” 



 

Ahab was, shall we say, peeved, perplexed and 
irked. So he went home to pout and plot how to 
steal neighbor Naboth’s vineyard. He plotted to 
deprive Naboth of the rights to his land by allow-
ing Jezebel to steal it by a most unscrupulous 
maneuver. First she put out a royal decree accus-
ing Naboth of blasphemy and treason, saying he 
had cursed both God and King Ahab. Then a day 
of fasting was declared so that Naboth the sinner 
could be stoned and God would be pleased with 
everyone! Then all the people gathered rocks and 
stones to carry out Naboth’s death sentence. Then 
as soon as Jezebel received word that the grisly 
affair had been concluded, she drew up the pa-
perwork, contacted the attorneys, and sent his 
majesty to take possession of the vineyard. Final-
ly King Ahab, would have what he wanted. 

But Ahab’s horrific crime would not go un-
punished. Elijah the prophet received a Word 
from the Lord, and it was this: “Doom! Doom 
and extinction will befall the royal husband and 
his wife for their unparalleled wickedness!” So 
just as Ahab was taking possession of the stolen 
vineyard, Pastor Elijah showed up with a sermon 
in his mouth – and this is what he said: “‘Have 
you not murdered a man and seized his proper-
ty?’ says the Lord … ‘In the place where dogs 
licked up Naboth’s blood, dogs will lick up your 
blood – yes, even yours!’” 

Ahab was, shall we say, in a very bad place. 
But this story isn’t just about some evil king and 
his wife who lived a long time ago in a far away 
land. No, it also serves as an example and warn-
ing to us! You and I, we need to know that God 
is serious when He forbids stealing – whether it 
be petty or grand. Any and all kinds of stealing 
displeases the Lord. And this is no joke! So, what 
have you stolen? You worked 30 hours, but got 
paid for 40? The cashier mistakenly gave you 
$10 in change instead of $5? You promised to do 
a job using topnotch materials, but installed 
shoddy, inferior stuff? You failed to report your 

proper income to the IRS? And what about the 
biggest theft of all – yes, the most common? We 
even try to steal divinity for ourselves. That’s 
right, divinity – taking God’s place in our lives 
and thinking it all depends on us instead of Him. 
But divine power doesn’t belong to us even 
though we may want it and act as if we were the 
ones who owned it and could behave as if we 
were God! Oh, the Idolatry! Ahab, Jezebel, you 
and me – the sin is equally shared by all of us! 
We’re all as guilty as can be! 

All of it is sin that needs to be repented of be-
fore it’s too late – hellaciously too late! It’s time 
to repent and believe – to turn away from our sin 
and die to it – turn to Jesus “who being in very 
nature God did not consider equality with God 
something to be grasped, but made Himself noth-
ing, taking on the very nature of a servant, being 
made in human likeness. And being found in ap-
pearance as a man He humbled Himself and be-
came obedient to death – even death on a cross!” 
This dead-on-the-cross Sin-Bearer is the only 
Sacrifice that can turn away God’s wrath from 
you as a sinner! On that Good Friday He, and He 
alone, endured God’s eternal wrath – a wrath you 
deserved because of your sin. “He who knew no 
sin was made to be sin” – for you! On a cross of 
wood our Savior, Jesus, took and absorbed into 
His very own body all of your sin! He endured 
all its punishment, death and damnation as His 
divine, holy blood was spilled and shed on Cal-
vary’s cross to purify you from all of your sin! 
Now, forgiven and redeemed by His death, Jesus 
gives you back your humanity so that you may be 
His instrument in this world for good – especially 
the good of your neighbor as you seek to help 
and aid him to improve and protect his posses-
sions and income! In the name of Jesus. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all 
understanding, will keep your hearts and minds 
in that one true faith in Christ Jesus unto life ev-
erlasting. Amen. 

 


