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In the name of the Father, and † of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. If you were a 

fly on the wall – or more accurately, a fly on 

the trunk of the tree of the knowledge of good 

and evil in the Garden of Eden – you would 

have heard words similar to the words spoken 

by Satan to Eve, our first mother. “Did God 

really say you would die if you ate the fruit 

from this tree? Come on! You won’t die! 

God’s holding out on you! He can’t be trust-

ed! He doesn’t want you to be like Him, 

knowing good from evil! Go ahead, eat!” But 

his words were nothing but slander – lies 

from the father of lies intended to dethrone 

and kill the Lord and Giver of Life! And Eve, 

with her husband, believing this false witness, 

ate … and death came upon the world! 

Now fast forward to the New Testament. 

This time Satan was using religious people as 

his mouth and tongue to ruin our Lord’s 

Christ’s reputation! “We can get rid of this 

Troubler of Israel!” they said, “All we need 

are a few lying tongues!” And when they 

found them they had Jesus arrested and 

brought before Caiaphas, the high priest to 

stand trial! Now hearing the word “trial” you 

might assume everything would be fair and 

just – with both judge and jury hearing the 

case impartially. Your hope would be that the 

witnesses would have enough integrity that 

they would tell the truth, the whole truth and 

nothing but the truth. But the only truth here 

is that they all seem to have it in for Jesus! 

Yet so far none of their slander seems to 

have achieved the goal of putting Jesus to 

death until two rogues finally spoke up, say-

ing: “This Man declared He could tear down 

our magnificent Temple  and rebuild it in 

three days!” “Aha,” they thought, “now we’re 

getting somewhere! This just may get Him 

the gallows! I mean, who does He think He 

is? God?” It was a brilliant move by the pros-

ecution to bring in false witness to misrepre-

sent what Jesus said and meant – to cast His 

words in the worst possible light! But of 

course when Jesus spoke those words He was 

talking about His body, not the Temple! He 

was predicting His own death and resurrec-

tion! But really, who cares! Who was going to 

believe that? 

So in open court Jesus was asked to defend 

those charges – but He remained silent and 

offered no defense. Not a word came from 

His lips! So the High Priest decided to come 

at Him from another direction. “All right Je-

sus – I want to remind You that You’re under 

oath, that God is our witness, and that I’m 

God’s man here. So you’d better answer my 

question. Are you the Christ, the Son of 

God?” Finally Jesus spoke up – and boldly! 

He was no longer tongue-tied, even though it 

put Him in the gravest of danger! “Yes, I Am 

the Christ!” He said, “I Am the Son of the liv-

ing God! I Am the Savior – the Fulfillment of 

the Scriptures – the everlasting King who has 

been given all authority in heaven and on 

earth! And one day you will see the Son of 

Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty 

One, coming in the clouds of heaven!” 

Jesus’ words burned Caiaphas’ ears so that 

He tore his robe in two! “More lies!” he cried. 

“This Man’s words are nothing but slander, 

irreverence, blasphemy and sacrilege! No 

man – especially this Preacher – can be the 



 

Son of God! We need no more witnesses! He 

deserves to die!” And then you and I, we join 

with Caiaphas and the others: “Yes! He de-

serves to die!” And then we march right up to 

Jesus, spit in His face, clench our fists, and 

pummel Him. Some of us hold our hands 

open and slap Him as hard as we can! After 

all, He deserves it! “If You are the Messiah, 

prophesy! Who just punched and slapped 

You?” 

But these words of Jesus testify to and bear 

witnesses about the salvation Jesus earned for 

sinners – sinners like you and me! Yes, sin-

ners who use their tongues to give false testi-

mony – who bear false witness against one 

another, and against their Messiah! When Je-

sus says: “Yes, it’s just as you say Caiaphas. I 

Am the Christ, the Son of God,” He’s preach-

ing a powerful sermon! A message of salva-

tion! There, hidden in this captured, bound, 

despised, beaten, condemned, and rejected 

Preacher is our God come in human flesh. 

God’s eternal Son, revealing and proclaiming 

the blessed Good News that the salvation of 

the whole world is standing right there before 

their eyes! Right there before our eyes! 

Seeing Jesus and hearing His Words ought 

to convince us all that now is the time for us 

to use our own tongues to confess and repent. 

Are we not really the ones who did Him in 

with our slanderous lies and false testimony? 

By perverting His words – His sermon about 

the temple of His Body – we tried to justify 

ourselves by arguing that it was He who was 

the Blasphemer. But we were wrong. It was 

we who had sinned by not confessing Him to 

be who He claimed to be – and then claiming 

it was He who deserved to die when it is we 

who deserve to die – who deserve God’s tem-

poral and eternal punishment! 

But if we confess that we are the ones who 

are guilty, where does that leave us? Well, lis-

ten to the words Jesus has given me to speak. 

God doesn’t give you what you deserve, be-

cause He gave it to Jesus. Jesus used all your 

evil and turned it for your good – for your 

salvation. He took all your sin – all the 

thoughts of your heart, the words of your 

tongue, and the deeds of your body – into 

Himself. And then He died with them on the 

cross so that you are forgiven – totally – cov-

ered with Jesus’ blood. Now He turns every-

thing around in order to defend you and your 

reputation against the devil, even though you 

don’t deserve it! “Oh yes, they are sinners!” 

He cries, “But all their sin belongs to Me! I 

took it all in My Body on the Tree! You have 

no rights in this courtroom, Satan. Your accu-

sations against them don’t work anymore! So 

get lost!” 

Imagine, after all you’ve done, there is Je-

sus, speaking well of you and explaining eve-

rything about you before His Father in heaven 

in the kindest way! “I died for them!” He 

says. “My body, the temple, was destroyed in 

death there on Calvary’s cross! But in three 

days I rebuilt it. I did something new! I rose 

from the dead just like I promised – for all 

these sinners and their salvation! They are My 

brothers and sisters! And now I put into their 

mouths my most holy body and blood for the 

cleansing and sanctification of their mouths, 

tongues and hearts!” Yes, dear Christian, all 

this Jesus has done for you in His testimony 

and witness before the Father on your behalf. 

Now you can go in peace, your reputation be-

fore God has been made spotless and clean. 

And all of it for the sake of Jesus. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes 

all understanding, will keep your hearts and 

minds in that one true faith in Christ Jesus un-

to life everlasting. Amen. 

 


