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In the name of the Father, and T of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. It all depends
on Jesus, doesn’t 1t? — “it,” of course, mean-
ing salvation — the all of your salvation — the
entire “It Is Finished” of the world’s deliver-
ance from sin. If lost and condemned sinners
are to have any hope of being redeemed, it
has to be all up to Jesus. If all the sin of the
entire world is to be covered, if all the damna-
tion sin has earned is to be satisfied, if all the
Father’s fury against all sin and every sinner
is to be stopped in its tracks, Jesus had to step
up to the salvation plate — and He did, hitting
a grand slam.

This Jesus, you see, is not just a man. Ra-
ther He is true God — the very Son of God be-
gotten from eternity. Hidden in this brutally
beaten, appalling, nailed-to-the-tree body of
Jesus is all the fullness of the deity dwelling
bodily, True God incarnate, pulling off a full-
scale redemption for lost, condemned sinners
such as we are. The signs were all there. The
curtain of the Temple was ripped in two. The
earth violently wobbled, shivered, shook and
quaked. Boulders were split into pieces.
Tombs burst open and many “holy people
who had died were raised to life.”

The book of Hebrews teaches that Jesus’
body is the very curtain by which we enter
the Holy of Holies — that through His flesh
we have total access to God, heaven, and sal-
vation. No wonder the curtain of the Temple
tore at Jesus’ death. After all, God was physi-
cally at work in the world to save the world in
the death of His Son. Richter Scale tremors
are frequent indicators in the Bible that God
1s appearing or revealing Himself on the earth
to judge. So when Jesus prayed: “Father into

Your hands I commend My spirit,” then
bowed His head and died, you can be sure the
Almighty “arm of the Lord” was showing it-
self in the sacrificed body of Jesus. The earth
quaked and the rocks split because God’s Last
Day judgment against sin and sinners had
now finally been given to Jesus.

And what about all those believers who
came out of their tombs alive at Jesus’ death?
No, they weren’t zombies. They were raised
from the dead to show themselves all around
Jerusalem and prove that Jesus’ Golgotha
death was the ultimate victory over the power
of death itself — and also that Jesus truly is the
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. In
the crucified, broken, unresponsive body of
Jesus, God was present, graciously giving
Himself into death to redeem you, a lost and
condemned sinner. In Christ, God was recon-
ciling the world to Himself for you and for
your salvation.

Incredibly, yet sadly, however, old Israel
rejected this Prophetic, Messianic God in
human flesh. Just as Israel had once snubbed
and discarded the prophets who came before,
so now she has nothing to do with the Messi-
ah, either. “Crucify Him! Hang Him as a
criminal! We have no king but Caesar!” They
mocked their Messiah as He hung on the tree,
saying: “He saved others, but can’t save him-
self! What a fraud! What an imposter! If He
were truly God’s Son, He wouldn’t allow any
of this to happen. Messiahs don’t suffer and
die like this. We always knew He was scam-
ming us. Come on, Jesus, come down from
there. Save yourself, and us. Oh, that’s right,
You can’t!”



But the new Israel, the Twelve Apostles,
were also a sad lot and an epic failure -
fighting among themselves about who would
be the greatest. Then there was the betrayal,
the suicide, the denials, and the desertion. On-
ly the women remained devoted to Jesus. So a
stranger was forced to carry the hefty, awk-
ward, wooden cross in His place. A disciple
who had come from out of nowhere, Joseph
of Arimathea, provided his own tomb for our
Savior’s burial. Together he and another un-
derground disciple, Nicodemus, gently re-
moved Jesus’ corpse from the cross, tenderly
washed His dead body, gingerly anointed it,
perfumed it, wrapped it in an expensive linen
cloth and give it a proper burial. Of all those
who witnessed this vicious event, it was the
fanatic terrorist next to Him who prayed: “Je-
sus, remember me when You come into Your
kingdom.” And it was a Gentile soldier who
publicly confessed for all to hear: “Truly this
Man was the Son of God.”

So Jesus, the Christ, died alone, fully tak-
ing the payment upon Himself which the sin
of the world earned and deserved. He was
“numbered with the transgressors” and hung
between two criminals. But, there’s more.
Now, your sin is His — all of it — so that it no
longer belongs to you. Why? Because the
Lord laid on Him “the iniquity of us all.” “He
who knew no sin was made to be sin.” He
completely drank the enormous cup of God’s
wrath which every sin and an entire world of
sinners rightly deserve. And so, with all that
sin on Him, He was cursed and treated as the
worst of all sinners — damned in your place.
And so He cried out: “‘Eli, Eli, lama sabach-

thani?” which means, ‘My God, My God, why
have You forsaken Me?’”

This is precisely why, “from the sixth hour
to the ninth hour darkness came over all the
land.” The prophet Amos wrote about how
the Lord would “make the sun go down at
noon and darken the earth in broad daylight”
on the day He judged Israel for her sin. And
now that day had come, in full, on Jesus. As
Israel reduced to one, He bore Israel’s sin,
your sin, yes, the world’s sin. The full-blown
judgment day of the wrath of God was laid
upon Him. The deep catastrophic darkness of
being forsaken by God He suffered because
He was carrying on His own shoulders all of
our sin.

Jesus suffered all this for the world’s sin-
ners — for you. He forgives and absolves you
— yes, even though you are the same sinners
who killed Him. He now refuses to count any
of this against you because He chose to an-
swer for all of it Himself. What Lenten joy is
yours, then, dear Christian, for you know that
there 1s no God other than this Man, Jesus
Christ, who bore the cross willingly and con-
quered sin and death for you. Now all your
sin has been laid on Him — no longer does it
lie on you. Therefore He died and buried with
Him all that sin in the black hole of His own
sealed but soon-to-be-burst-open tomb, never
to be remembered again. That’s the joy you
now have, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

And now that peace of God, which passes
all understanding, will keep your hearts and
minds in that one true faith in Christ Jesus un-
to life everlasting. Amen
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so now she has nothing to do with the Messi-
ah, either. “Crucify Him! Hang Him as a
criminal! We have no king but Caesar!” They
mocked their Messiah as He hung on the tree,
saying: “He saved others, but can’t save him-
self! What a fraud! What an imposter! If He
were truly God’s Son, He wouldn’t allow any
of this to happen. Messiahs don’t suffer and
die like this. We always knew He was scam-
ming us. Come on, Jesus, come down from
there. Save yourself, and us. Oh, that’s right,
You can’t!”



But the new Israel, the Twelve Apostles,
were also a sad lot and an epic failure -
fighting among themselves about who would
be the greatest. Then there was the betrayal,
the suicide, the denials, and the desertion. On-
ly the women remained devoted to Jesus. So a
stranger was forced to carry the hefty, awk-
ward, wooden cross in His place. A disciple
who had come from out of nowhere, Joseph
of Arimathea, provided his own tomb for our
Savior’s burial. Together he and another un-
derground disciple, Nicodemus, gently re-
moved Jesus’ corpse from the cross, tenderly
washed His dead body, gingerly anointed it,
perfumed it, wrapped it in an expensive linen
cloth and give it a proper burial. Of all those
who witnessed this vicious event, it was the
fanatic terrorist next to Him who prayed: “Je-
sus, remember me when You come into Your
kingdom.” And it was a Gentile soldier who
publicly confessed for all to hear: “Truly this
Man was the Son of God.”

So Jesus, the Christ, died alone, fully tak-
ing the payment upon Himself which the sin
of the world earned and deserved. He was
“numbered with the transgressors” and hung
between two criminals. But, there’s more.
Now, your sin is His — all of it — so that it no
longer belongs to you. Why? Because the
Lord laid on Him “the iniquity of us all.” “He
who knew no sin was made to be sin.” He
completely drank the enormous cup of God’s
wrath which every sin and an entire world of
sinners rightly deserve. And so, with all that
sin on Him, He was cursed and treated as the
worst of all sinners — damned in your place.
And so He cried out: “‘Eli, Eli, lama sabach-

thani?” which means, ‘My God, My God, why
have You forsaken Me?’”

This is precisely why, “from the sixth hour
to the ninth hour darkness came over all the
land.” The prophet Amos wrote about how
the Lord would “make the sun go down at
noon and darken the earth in broad daylight”
on the day He judged Israel for her sin. And
now that day had come, in full, on Jesus. As
Israel reduced to one, He bore Israel’s sin,
your sin, yes, the world’s sin. The full-blown
judgment day of the wrath of God was laid
upon Him. The deep catastrophic darkness of
being forsaken by God He suffered because
He was carrying on His own shoulders all of
our sin.

Jesus suffered all this for the world’s sin-
ners — for you. He forgives and absolves you
— yes, even though you are the same sinners
who killed Him. He now refuses to count any
of this against you because He chose to an-
swer for all of it Himself. What Lenten joy is
yours, then, dear Christian, for you know that
there 1s no God other than this Man, Jesus
Christ, who bore the cross willingly and con-
quered sin and death for you. Now all your
sin has been laid on Him — no longer does it
lie on you. Therefore He died and buried with
Him all that sin in the black hole of His own
sealed but soon-to-be-burst-open tomb, never
to be remembered again. That’s the joy you
now have, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

And now that peace of God, which passes
all understanding, will keep your hearts and
minds in that one true faith in Christ Jesus un-
to life everlasting. Amen
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In the name of the Father, and T of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. It all depends
on Jesus, doesn’t 1t? — “it,” of course, mean-
ing salvation — the all of your salvation — the
entire “It Is Finished” of the world’s deliver-
ance from sin. If lost and condemned sinners
are to have any hope of being redeemed, it
has to be all up to Jesus. If all the sin of the
entire world is to be covered, if all the damna-
tion sin has earned is to be satisfied, if all the
Father’s fury against all sin and every sinner
is to be stopped in its tracks, Jesus had to step
up to the salvation plate — and He did, hitting
a grand slam.

This Jesus, you see, is not just a man. Ra-
ther He is true God — the very Son of God be-
gotten from eternity. Hidden in this brutally
beaten, appalling, nailed-to-the-tree body of
Jesus is all the fullness of the deity dwelling
bodily, True God incarnate, pulling off a full-
scale redemption for lost, condemned sinners
such as we are. The signs were all there. The
curtain of the Temple was ripped in two. The
earth violently wobbled, shivered, shook and
quaked. Boulders were split into pieces.
Tombs burst open and many “holy people
who had died were raised to life.”

The book of Hebrews teaches that Jesus’
body is the very curtain by which we enter
the Holy of Holies — that through His flesh
we have total access to God, heaven, and sal-
vation. No wonder the curtain of the Temple
tore at Jesus’ death. After all, God was physi-
cally at work in the world to save the world in
the death of His Son. Richter Scale tremors
are frequent indicators in the Bible that God
1s appearing or revealing Himself on the earth
to judge. So when Jesus prayed: “Father into

Your hands I commend My spirit,” then
bowed His head and died, you can be sure the
Almighty “arm of the Lord” was showing it-
self in the sacrificed body of Jesus. The earth
quaked and the rocks split because God’s Last
Day judgment against sin and sinners had
now finally been given to Jesus.

And what about all those believers who
came out of their tombs alive at Jesus’ death?
No, they weren’t zombies. They were raised
from the dead to show themselves all around
Jerusalem and prove that Jesus’ Golgotha
death was the ultimate victory over the power
of death itself — and also that Jesus truly is the
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. In
the crucified, broken, unresponsive body of
Jesus, God was present, graciously giving
Himself into death to redeem you, a lost and
condemned sinner. In Christ, God was recon-
ciling the world to Himself for you and for
your salvation.
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Almighty “arm of the Lord” was showing it-
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Day judgment against sin and sinners had
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from the dead to show themselves all around
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Himself into death to redeem you, a lost and
condemned sinner. In Christ, God was recon-
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now that day had come, in full, on Jesus. As
Israel reduced to one, He bore Israel’s sin,
your sin, yes, the world’s sin. The full-blown
judgment day of the wrath of God was laid
upon Him. The deep catastrophic darkness of
being forsaken by God He suffered because
He was carrying on His own shoulders all of
our sin.

Jesus suffered all this for the world’s sin-
ners — for you. He forgives and absolves you
— yes, even though you are the same sinners
who killed Him. He now refuses to count any
of this against you because He chose to an-
swer for all of it Himself. What Lenten joy is
yours, then, dear Christian, for you know that
there 1s no God other than this Man, Jesus
Christ, who bore the cross willingly and con-
quered sin and death for you. Now all your
sin has been laid on Him — no longer does it
lie on you. Therefore He died and buried with
Him all that sin in the black hole of His own
sealed but soon-to-be-burst-open tomb, never
to be remembered again. That’s the joy you
now have, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

And now that peace of God, which passes
all understanding, will keep your hearts and
minds in that one true faith in Christ Jesus un-
to life everlasting. Amen
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In the name of the Father, and T of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. It all depends
on Jesus, doesn’t 1t? — “it,” of course, mean-
ing salvation — the all of your salvation — the
entire “It Is Finished” of the world’s deliver-
ance from sin. If lost and condemned sinners
are to have any hope of being redeemed, it
has to be all up to Jesus. If all the sin of the
entire world is to be covered, if all the damna-
tion sin has earned is to be satisfied, if all the
Father’s fury against all sin and every sinner
is to be stopped in its tracks, Jesus had to step
up to the salvation plate — and He did, hitting
a grand slam.

This Jesus, you see, is not just a man. Ra-
ther He is true God — the very Son of God be-
gotten from eternity. Hidden in this brutally
beaten, appalling, nailed-to-the-tree body of
Jesus is all the fullness of the deity dwelling
bodily, True God incarnate, pulling off a full-
scale redemption for lost, condemned sinners
such as we are. The signs were all there. The
curtain of the Temple was ripped in two. The
earth violently wobbled, shivered, shook and
quaked. Boulders were split into pieces.
Tombs burst open and many “holy people
who had died were raised to life.”

The book of Hebrews teaches that Jesus’
body is the very curtain by which we enter
the Holy of Holies — that through His flesh
we have total access to God, heaven, and sal-
vation. No wonder the curtain of the Temple
tore at Jesus’ death. After all, God was physi-
cally at work in the world to save the world in
the death of His Son. Richter Scale tremors
are frequent indicators in the Bible that God
1s appearing or revealing Himself on the earth
to judge. So when Jesus prayed: “Father into

Your hands I commend My spirit,” then
bowed His head and died, you can be sure the
Almighty “arm of the Lord” was showing it-
self in the sacrificed body of Jesus. The earth
quaked and the rocks split because God’s Last
Day judgment against sin and sinners had
now finally been given to Jesus.

And what about all those believers who
came out of their tombs alive at Jesus’ death?
No, they weren’t zombies. They were raised
from the dead to show themselves all around
Jerusalem and prove that Jesus’ Golgotha
death was the ultimate victory over the power
of death itself — and also that Jesus truly is the
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. In
the crucified, broken, unresponsive body of
Jesus, God was present, graciously giving
Himself into death to redeem you, a lost and
condemned sinner. In Christ, God was recon-
ciling the world to Himself for you and for
your salvation.

Incredibly, yet sadly, however, old Israel
rejected this Prophetic, Messianic God in
human flesh. Just as Israel had once snubbed
and discarded the prophets who came before,
so now she has nothing to do with the Messi-
ah, either. “Crucify Him! Hang Him as a
criminal! We have no king but Caesar!” They
mocked their Messiah as He hung on the tree,
saying: “He saved others, but can’t save him-
self! What a fraud! What an imposter! If He
were truly God’s Son, He wouldn’t allow any
of this to happen. Messiahs don’t suffer and
die like this. We always knew He was scam-
ming us. Come on, Jesus, come down from
there. Save yourself, and us. Oh, that’s right,
You can’t!”



But the new Israel, the Twelve Apostles,
were also a sad lot and an epic failure -
fighting among themselves about who would
be the greatest. Then there was the betrayal,
the suicide, the denials, and the desertion. On-
ly the women remained devoted to Jesus. So a
stranger was forced to carry the hefty, awk-
ward, wooden cross in His place. A disciple
who had come from out of nowhere, Joseph
of Arimathea, provided his own tomb for our
Savior’s burial. Together he and another un-
derground disciple, Nicodemus, gently re-
moved Jesus’ corpse from the cross, tenderly
washed His dead body, gingerly anointed it,
perfumed it, wrapped it in an expensive linen
cloth and give it a proper burial. Of all those
who witnessed this vicious event, it was the
fanatic terrorist next to Him who prayed: “Je-
sus, remember me when You come into Your
kingdom.” And it was a Gentile soldier who
publicly confessed for all to hear: “Truly this
Man was the Son of God.”

So Jesus, the Christ, died alone, fully tak-
ing the payment upon Himself which the sin
of the world earned and deserved. He was
“numbered with the transgressors” and hung
between two criminals. But, there’s more.
Now, your sin is His — all of it — so that it no
longer belongs to you. Why? Because the
Lord laid on Him “the iniquity of us all.” “He
who knew no sin was made to be sin.” He
completely drank the enormous cup of God’s
wrath which every sin and an entire world of
sinners rightly deserve. And so, with all that
sin on Him, He was cursed and treated as the
worst of all sinners — damned in your place.
And so He cried out: “‘Eli, Eli, lama sabach-

thani?” which means, ‘My God, My God, why
have You forsaken Me?’”

This is precisely why, “from the sixth hour
to the ninth hour darkness came over all the
land.” The prophet Amos wrote about how
the Lord would “make the sun go down at
noon and darken the earth in broad daylight”
on the day He judged Israel for her sin. And
now that day had come, in full, on Jesus. As
Israel reduced to one, He bore Israel’s sin,
your sin, yes, the world’s sin. The full-blown
judgment day of the wrath of God was laid
upon Him. The deep catastrophic darkness of
being forsaken by God He suffered because
He was carrying on His own shoulders all of
our sin.

Jesus suffered all this for the world’s sin-
ners — for you. He forgives and absolves you
— yes, even though you are the same sinners
who killed Him. He now refuses to count any
of this against you because He chose to an-
swer for all of it Himself. What Lenten joy is
yours, then, dear Christian, for you know that
there 1s no God other than this Man, Jesus
Christ, who bore the cross willingly and con-
quered sin and death for you. Now all your
sin has been laid on Him — no longer does it
lie on you. Therefore He died and buried with
Him all that sin in the black hole of His own
sealed but soon-to-be-burst-open tomb, never
to be remembered again. That’s the joy you
now have, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

And now that peace of God, which passes
all understanding, will keep your hearts and
minds in that one true faith in Christ Jesus un-
to life everlasting. Amen
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are to have any hope of being redeemed, it
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is to be stopped in its tracks, Jesus had to step
up to the salvation plate — and He did, hitting
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curtain of the Temple was ripped in two. The
earth violently wobbled, shivered, shook and
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the death of His Son. Richter Scale tremors
are frequent indicators in the Bible that God
1s appearing or revealing Himself on the earth
to judge. So when Jesus prayed: “Father into

Your hands I commend My spirit,” then
bowed His head and died, you can be sure the
Almighty “arm of the Lord” was showing it-
self in the sacrificed body of Jesus. The earth
quaked and the rocks split because God’s Last
Day judgment against sin and sinners had
now finally been given to Jesus.

And what about all those believers who
came out of their tombs alive at Jesus’ death?
No, they weren’t zombies. They were raised
from the dead to show themselves all around
Jerusalem and prove that Jesus’ Golgotha
death was the ultimate victory over the power
of death itself — and also that Jesus truly is the
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. In
the crucified, broken, unresponsive body of
Jesus, God was present, graciously giving
Himself into death to redeem you, a lost and
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sus, remember me when You come into Your
kingdom.” And it was a Gentile soldier who
publicly confessed for all to hear: “Truly this
Man was the Son of God.”
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of the world earned and deserved. He was
“numbered with the transgressors” and hung
between two criminals. But, there’s more.
Now, your sin is His — all of it — so that it no
longer belongs to you. Why? Because the
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wrath which every sin and an entire world of
sinners rightly deserve. And so, with all that
sin on Him, He was cursed and treated as the
worst of all sinners — damned in your place.
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thani?” which means, ‘My God, My God, why
have You forsaken Me?’”

This is precisely why, “from the sixth hour
to the ninth hour darkness came over all the
land.” The prophet Amos wrote about how
the Lord would “make the sun go down at
noon and darken the earth in broad daylight”
on the day He judged Israel for her sin. And
now that day had come, in full, on Jesus. As
Israel reduced to one, He bore Israel’s sin,
your sin, yes, the world’s sin. The full-blown
judgment day of the wrath of God was laid
upon Him. The deep catastrophic darkness of
being forsaken by God He suffered because
He was carrying on His own shoulders all of
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Jesus suffered all this for the world’s sin-
ners — for you. He forgives and absolves you
— yes, even though you are the same sinners
who killed Him. He now refuses to count any
of this against you because He chose to an-
swer for all of it Himself. What Lenten joy is
yours, then, dear Christian, for you know that
there 1s no God other than this Man, Jesus
Christ, who bore the cross willingly and con-
quered sin and death for you. Now all your
sin has been laid on Him — no longer does it
lie on you. Therefore He died and buried with
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has to be all up to Jesus. If all the sin of the
entire world is to be covered, if all the damna-
tion sin has earned is to be satisfied, if all the
Father’s fury against all sin and every sinner
is to be stopped in its tracks, Jesus had to step
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This Jesus, you see, is not just a man. Ra-
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gotten from eternity. Hidden in this brutally
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Jesus is all the fullness of the deity dwelling
bodily, True God incarnate, pulling off a full-
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such as we are. The signs were all there. The
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earth violently wobbled, shivered, shook and
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cally at work in the world to save the world in
the death of His Son. Richter Scale tremors
are frequent indicators in the Bible that God
1s appearing or revealing Himself on the earth
to judge. So when Jesus prayed: “Father into

Your hands I commend My spirit,” then
bowed His head and died, you can be sure the
Almighty “arm of the Lord” was showing it-
self in the sacrificed body of Jesus. The earth
quaked and the rocks split because God’s Last
Day judgment against sin and sinners had
now finally been given to Jesus.

And what about all those believers who
came out of their tombs alive at Jesus’ death?
No, they weren’t zombies. They were raised
from the dead to show themselves all around
Jerusalem and prove that Jesus’ Golgotha
death was the ultimate victory over the power
of death itself — and also that Jesus truly is the
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. In
the crucified, broken, unresponsive body of
Jesus, God was present, graciously giving
Himself into death to redeem you, a lost and
condemned sinner. In Christ, God was recon-
ciling the world to Himself for you and for
your salvation.

Incredibly, yet sadly, however, old Israel
rejected this Prophetic, Messianic God in
human flesh. Just as Israel had once snubbed
and discarded the prophets who came before,
so now she has nothing to do with the Messi-
ah, either. “Crucify Him! Hang Him as a
criminal! We have no king but Caesar!” They
mocked their Messiah as He hung on the tree,
saying: “He saved others, but can’t save him-
self! What a fraud! What an imposter! If He
were truly God’s Son, He wouldn’t allow any
of this to happen. Messiahs don’t suffer and
die like this. We always knew He was scam-
ming us. Come on, Jesus, come down from
there. Save yourself, and us. Oh, that’s right,
You can’t!”



But the new Israel, the Twelve Apostles,
were also a sad lot and an epic failure -
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Savior’s burial. Together he and another un-
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moved Jesus’ corpse from the cross, tenderly
washed His dead body, gingerly anointed it,
perfumed it, wrapped it in an expensive linen
cloth and give it a proper burial. Of all those
who witnessed this vicious event, it was the
fanatic terrorist next to Him who prayed: “Je-
sus, remember me when You come into Your
kingdom.” And it was a Gentile soldier who
publicly confessed for all to hear: “Truly this
Man was the Son of God.”

So Jesus, the Christ, died alone, fully tak-
ing the payment upon Himself which the sin
of the world earned and deserved. He was
“numbered with the transgressors” and hung
between two criminals. But, there’s more.
Now, your sin is His — all of it — so that it no
longer belongs to you. Why? Because the
Lord laid on Him “the iniquity of us all.” “He
who knew no sin was made to be sin.” He
completely drank the enormous cup of God’s
wrath which every sin and an entire world of
sinners rightly deserve. And so, with all that
sin on Him, He was cursed and treated as the
worst of all sinners — damned in your place.
And so He cried out: “‘Eli, Eli, lama sabach-

thani?” which means, ‘My God, My God, why
have You forsaken Me?’”

This is precisely why, “from the sixth hour
to the ninth hour darkness came over all the
land.” The prophet Amos wrote about how
the Lord would “make the sun go down at
noon and darken the earth in broad daylight”
on the day He judged Israel for her sin. And
now that day had come, in full, on Jesus. As
Israel reduced to one, He bore Israel’s sin,
your sin, yes, the world’s sin. The full-blown
judgment day of the wrath of God was laid
upon Him. The deep catastrophic darkness of
being forsaken by God He suffered because
He was carrying on His own shoulders all of
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Jesus suffered all this for the world’s sin-
ners — for you. He forgives and absolves you
— yes, even though you are the same sinners
who killed Him. He now refuses to count any
of this against you because He chose to an-
swer for all of it Himself. What Lenten joy is
yours, then, dear Christian, for you know that
there 1s no God other than this Man, Jesus
Christ, who bore the cross willingly and con-
quered sin and death for you. Now all your
sin has been laid on Him — no longer does it
lie on you. Therefore He died and buried with
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ciling the world to Himself for you and for
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so now she has nothing to do with the Messi-
ah, either. “Crucify Him! Hang Him as a
criminal! We have no king but Caesar!” They
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self! What a fraud! What an imposter! If He
were truly God’s Son, He wouldn’t allow any
of this to happen. Messiahs don’t suffer and
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of this against you because He chose to an-
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ance from sin. If lost and condemned sinners
are to have any hope of being redeemed, it
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tion sin has earned is to be satisfied, if all the
Father’s fury against all sin and every sinner
is to be stopped in its tracks, Jesus had to step
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ther He is true God — the very Son of God be-
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beaten, appalling, nailed-to-the-tree body of
Jesus is all the fullness of the deity dwelling
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earth violently wobbled, shivered, shook and
quaked. Boulders were split into pieces.
Tombs burst open and many “holy people
who had died were raised to life.”

The book of Hebrews teaches that Jesus’
body is the very curtain by which we enter
the Holy of Holies — that through His flesh
we have total access to God, heaven, and sal-
vation. No wonder the curtain of the Temple
tore at Jesus’ death. After all, God was physi-
cally at work in the world to save the world in
the death of His Son. Richter Scale tremors
are frequent indicators in the Bible that God
1s appearing or revealing Himself on the earth
to judge. So when Jesus prayed: “Father into

Your hands I commend My spirit,” then
bowed His head and died, you can be sure the
Almighty “arm of the Lord” was showing it-
self in the sacrificed body of Jesus. The earth
quaked and the rocks split because God’s Last
Day judgment against sin and sinners had
now finally been given to Jesus.

And what about all those believers who
came out of their tombs alive at Jesus’ death?
No, they weren’t zombies. They were raised
from the dead to show themselves all around
Jerusalem and prove that Jesus’ Golgotha
death was the ultimate victory over the power
of death itself — and also that Jesus truly is the
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. In
the crucified, broken, unresponsive body of
Jesus, God was present, graciously giving
Himself into death to redeem you, a lost and
condemned sinner. In Christ, God was recon-
ciling the world to Himself for you and for
your salvation.

Incredibly, yet sadly, however, old Israel
rejected this Prophetic, Messianic God in
human flesh. Just as Israel had once snubbed
and discarded the prophets who came before,
so now she has nothing to do with the Messi-
ah, either. “Crucify Him! Hang Him as a
criminal! We have no king but Caesar!” They
mocked their Messiah as He hung on the tree,
saying: “He saved others, but can’t save him-
self! What a fraud! What an imposter! If He
were truly God’s Son, He wouldn’t allow any
of this to happen. Messiahs don’t suffer and
die like this. We always knew He was scam-
ming us. Come on, Jesus, come down from
there. Save yourself, and us. Oh, that’s right,
You can’t!”



But the new Israel, the Twelve Apostles,
were also a sad lot and an epic failure -
fighting among themselves about who would
be the greatest. Then there was the betrayal,
the suicide, the denials, and the desertion. On-
ly the women remained devoted to Jesus. So a
stranger was forced to carry the hefty, awk-
ward, wooden cross in His place. A disciple
who had come from out of nowhere, Joseph
of Arimathea, provided his own tomb for our
Savior’s burial. Together he and another un-
derground disciple, Nicodemus, gently re-
moved Jesus’ corpse from the cross, tenderly
washed His dead body, gingerly anointed it,
perfumed it, wrapped it in an expensive linen
cloth and give it a proper burial. Of all those
who witnessed this vicious event, it was the
fanatic terrorist next to Him who prayed: “Je-
sus, remember me when You come into Your
kingdom.” And it was a Gentile soldier who
publicly confessed for all to hear: “Truly this
Man was the Son of God.”

So Jesus, the Christ, died alone, fully tak-
ing the payment upon Himself which the sin
of the world earned and deserved. He was
“numbered with the transgressors” and hung
between two criminals. But, there’s more.
Now, your sin is His — all of it — so that it no
longer belongs to you. Why? Because the
Lord laid on Him “the iniquity of us all.” “He
who knew no sin was made to be sin.” He
completely drank the enormous cup of God’s
wrath which every sin and an entire world of
sinners rightly deserve. And so, with all that
sin on Him, He was cursed and treated as the
worst of all sinners — damned in your place.
And so He cried out: “‘Eli, Eli, lama sabach-

thani?” which means, ‘My God, My God, why
have You forsaken Me?’”

This is precisely why, “from the sixth hour
to the ninth hour darkness came over all the
land.” The prophet Amos wrote about how
the Lord would “make the sun go down at
noon and darken the earth in broad daylight”
on the day He judged Israel for her sin. And
now that day had come, in full, on Jesus. As
Israel reduced to one, He bore Israel’s sin,
your sin, yes, the world’s sin. The full-blown
judgment day of the wrath of God was laid
upon Him. The deep catastrophic darkness of
being forsaken by God He suffered because
He was carrying on His own shoulders all of
our sin.

Jesus suffered all this for the world’s sin-
ners — for you. He forgives and absolves you
— yes, even though you are the same sinners
who killed Him. He now refuses to count any
of this against you because He chose to an-
swer for all of it Himself. What Lenten joy is
yours, then, dear Christian, for you know that
there 1s no God other than this Man, Jesus
Christ, who bore the cross willingly and con-
quered sin and death for you. Now all your
sin has been laid on Him — no longer does it
lie on you. Therefore He died and buried with
Him all that sin in the black hole of His own
sealed but soon-to-be-burst-open tomb, never
to be remembered again. That’s the joy you
now have, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

And now that peace of God, which passes
all understanding, will keep your hearts and
minds in that one true faith in Christ Jesus un-
to life everlasting. Amen
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stranger was forced to carry the hefty, awk-
ward, wooden cross in His place. A disciple
who had come from out of nowhere, Joseph
of Arimathea, provided his own tomb for our
Savior’s burial. Together he and another un-
derground disciple, Nicodemus, gently re-
moved Jesus’ corpse from the cross, tenderly
washed His dead body, gingerly anointed it,
perfumed it, wrapped it in an expensive linen
cloth and give it a proper burial. Of all those
who witnessed this vicious event, it was the
fanatic terrorist next to Him who prayed: “Je-
sus, remember me when You come into Your
kingdom.” And it was a Gentile soldier who
publicly confessed for all to hear: “Truly this
Man was the Son of God.”

So Jesus, the Christ, died alone, fully tak-
ing the payment upon Himself which the sin
of the world earned and deserved. He was
“numbered with the transgressors” and hung
between two criminals. But, there’s more.
Now, your sin is His — all of it — so that it no
longer belongs to you. Why? Because the
Lord laid on Him “the iniquity of us all.” “He
who knew no sin was made to be sin.” He
completely drank the enormous cup of God’s
wrath which every sin and an entire world of
sinners rightly deserve. And so, with all that
sin on Him, He was cursed and treated as the
worst of all sinners — damned in your place.
And so He cried out: “‘Eli, Eli, lama sabach-

thani?” which means, ‘My God, My God, why
have You forsaken Me?’”

This is precisely why, “from the sixth hour
to the ninth hour darkness came over all the
land.” The prophet Amos wrote about how
the Lord would “make the sun go down at
noon and darken the earth in broad daylight”
on the day He judged Israel for her sin. And
now that day had come, in full, on Jesus. As
Israel reduced to one, He bore Israel’s sin,
your sin, yes, the world’s sin. The full-blown
judgment day of the wrath of God was laid
upon Him. The deep catastrophic darkness of
being forsaken by God He suffered because
He was carrying on His own shoulders all of
our sin.

Jesus suffered all this for the world’s sin-
ners — for you. He forgives and absolves you
— yes, even though you are the same sinners
who killed Him. He now refuses to count any
of this against you because He chose to an-
swer for all of it Himself. What Lenten joy is
yours, then, dear Christian, for you know that
there 1s no God other than this Man, Jesus
Christ, who bore the cross willingly and con-
quered sin and death for you. Now all your
sin has been laid on Him — no longer does it
lie on you. Therefore He died and buried with
Him all that sin in the black hole of His own
sealed but soon-to-be-burst-open tomb, never
to be remembered again. That’s the joy you
now have, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

And now that peace of God, which passes
all understanding, will keep your hearts and
minds in that one true faith in Christ Jesus un-
to life everlasting. Amen
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In the name of the Father, and T of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. It all depends
on Jesus, doesn’t 1t? — “it,” of course, mean-
ing salvation — the all of your salvation — the
entire “It Is Finished” of the world’s deliver-
ance from sin. If lost and condemned sinners
are to have any hope of being redeemed, it
has to be all up to Jesus. If all the sin of the
entire world is to be covered, if all the damna-
tion sin has earned is to be satisfied, if all the
Father’s fury against all sin and every sinner
is to be stopped in its tracks, Jesus had to step
up to the salvation plate — and He did, hitting
a grand slam.

This Jesus, you see, is not just a man. Ra-
ther He is true God — the very Son of God be-
gotten from eternity. Hidden in this brutally
beaten, appalling, nailed-to-the-tree body of
Jesus is all the fullness of the deity dwelling
bodily, True God incarnate, pulling off a full-
scale redemption for lost, condemned sinners
such as we are. The signs were all there. The
curtain of the Temple was ripped in two. The
earth violently wobbled, shivered, shook and
quaked. Boulders were split into pieces.
Tombs burst open and many “holy people
who had died were raised to life.”

The book of Hebrews teaches that Jesus’
body is the very curtain by which we enter
the Holy of Holies — that through His flesh
we have total access to God, heaven, and sal-
vation. No wonder the curtain of the Temple
tore at Jesus’ death. After all, God was physi-
cally at work in the world to save the world in
the death of His Son. Richter Scale tremors
are frequent indicators in the Bible that God
1s appearing or revealing Himself on the earth
to judge. So when Jesus prayed: “Father into

Your hands I commend My spirit,” then
bowed His head and died, you can be sure the
Almighty “arm of the Lord” was showing it-
self in the sacrificed body of Jesus. The earth
quaked and the rocks split because God’s Last
Day judgment against sin and sinners had
now finally been given to Jesus.

And what about all those believers who
came out of their tombs alive at Jesus’ death?
No, they weren’t zombies. They were raised
from the dead to show themselves all around
Jerusalem and prove that Jesus’ Golgotha
death was the ultimate victory over the power
of death itself — and also that Jesus truly is the
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. In
the crucified, broken, unresponsive body of
Jesus, God was present, graciously giving
Himself into death to redeem you, a lost and
condemned sinner. In Christ, God was recon-
ciling the world to Himself for you and for
your salvation.

Incredibly, yet sadly, however, old Israel
rejected this Prophetic, Messianic God in
human flesh. Just as Israel had once snubbed
and discarded the prophets who came before,
so now she has nothing to do with the Messi-
ah, either. “Crucify Him! Hang Him as a
criminal! We have no king but Caesar!” They
mocked their Messiah as He hung on the tree,
saying: “He saved others, but can’t save him-
self! What a fraud! What an imposter! If He
were truly God’s Son, He wouldn’t allow any
of this to happen. Messiahs don’t suffer and
die like this. We always knew He was scam-
ming us. Come on, Jesus, come down from
there. Save yourself, and us. Oh, that’s right,
You can’t!”
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Himself into death to redeem you, a lost and
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so now she has nothing to do with the Messi-
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lie on you. Therefore He died and buried with
Him all that sin in the black hole of His own
sealed but soon-to-be-burst-open tomb, never
to be remembered again. That’s the joy you
now have, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

And now that peace of God, which passes
all understanding, will keep your hearts and
minds in that one true faith in Christ Jesus un-
to life everlasting. Amen
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In the name of the Father, and T of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. It all depends
on Jesus, doesn’t 1t? — “it,” of course, mean-
ing salvation — the all of your salvation — the
entire “It Is Finished” of the world’s deliver-
ance from sin. If lost and condemned sinners
are to have any hope of being redeemed, it
has to be all up to Jesus. If all the sin of the
entire world is to be covered, if all the damna-
tion sin has earned is to be satisfied, if all the
Father’s fury against all sin and every sinner
is to be stopped in its tracks, Jesus had to step
up to the salvation plate — and He did, hitting
a grand slam.

This Jesus, you see, is not just a man. Ra-
ther He is true God — the very Son of God be-
gotten from eternity. Hidden in this brutally
beaten, appalling, nailed-to-the-tree body of
Jesus is all the fullness of the deity dwelling
bodily, True God incarnate, pulling off a full-
scale redemption for lost, condemned sinners
such as we are. The signs were all there. The
curtain of the Temple was ripped in two. The
earth violently wobbled, shivered, shook and
quaked. Boulders were split into pieces.
Tombs burst open and many “holy people
who had died were raised to life.”

The book of Hebrews teaches that Jesus’
body is the very curtain by which we enter
the Holy of Holies — that through His flesh
we have total access to God, heaven, and sal-
vation. No wonder the curtain of the Temple
tore at Jesus’ death. After all, God was physi-
cally at work in the world to save the world in
the death of His Son. Richter Scale tremors
are frequent indicators in the Bible that God
1s appearing or revealing Himself on the earth
to judge. So when Jesus prayed: “Father into

Your hands I commend My spirit,” then
bowed His head and died, you can be sure the
Almighty “arm of the Lord” was showing it-
self in the sacrificed body of Jesus. The earth
quaked and the rocks split because God’s Last
Day judgment against sin and sinners had
now finally been given to Jesus.

And what about all those believers who
came out of their tombs alive at Jesus’ death?
No, they weren’t zombies. They were raised
from the dead to show themselves all around
Jerusalem and prove that Jesus’ Golgotha
death was the ultimate victory over the power
of death itself — and also that Jesus truly is the
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. In
the crucified, broken, unresponsive body of
Jesus, God was present, graciously giving
Himself into death to redeem you, a lost and
condemned sinner. In Christ, God was recon-
ciling the world to Himself for you and for
your salvation.

Incredibly, yet sadly, however, old Israel
rejected this Prophetic, Messianic God in
human flesh. Just as Israel had once snubbed
and discarded the prophets who came before,
so now she has nothing to do with the Messi-
ah, either. “Crucify Him! Hang Him as a
criminal! We have no king but Caesar!” They
mocked their Messiah as He hung on the tree,
saying: “He saved others, but can’t save him-
self! What a fraud! What an imposter! If He
were truly God’s Son, He wouldn’t allow any
of this to happen. Messiahs don’t suffer and
die like this. We always knew He was scam-
ming us. Come on, Jesus, come down from
there. Save yourself, and us. Oh, that’s right,
You can’t!”



But the new Israel, the Twelve Apostles,
were also a sad lot and an epic failure -
fighting among themselves about who would
be the greatest. Then there was the betrayal,
the suicide, the denials, and the desertion. On-
ly the women remained devoted to Jesus. So a
stranger was forced to carry the hefty, awk-
ward, wooden cross in His place. A disciple
who had come from out of nowhere, Joseph
of Arimathea, provided his own tomb for our
Savior’s burial. Together he and another un-
derground disciple, Nicodemus, gently re-
moved Jesus’ corpse from the cross, tenderly
washed His dead body, gingerly anointed it,
perfumed it, wrapped it in an expensive linen
cloth and give it a proper burial. Of all those
who witnessed this vicious event, it was the
fanatic terrorist next to Him who prayed: “Je-
sus, remember me when You come into Your
kingdom.” And it was a Gentile soldier who
publicly confessed for all to hear: “Truly this
Man was the Son of God.”

So Jesus, the Christ, died alone, fully tak-
ing the payment upon Himself which the sin
of the world earned and deserved. He was
“numbered with the transgressors” and hung
between two criminals. But, there’s more.
Now, your sin is His — all of it — so that it no
longer belongs to you. Why? Because the
Lord laid on Him “the iniquity of us all.” “He
who knew no sin was made to be sin.” He
completely drank the enormous cup of God’s
wrath which every sin and an entire world of
sinners rightly deserve. And so, with all that
sin on Him, He was cursed and treated as the
worst of all sinners — damned in your place.
And so He cried out: “‘Eli, Eli, lama sabach-

thani?” which means, ‘My God, My God, why
have You forsaken Me?’”

This is precisely why, “from the sixth hour
to the ninth hour darkness came over all the
land.” The prophet Amos wrote about how
the Lord would “make the sun go down at
noon and darken the earth in broad daylight”
on the day He judged Israel for her sin. And
now that day had come, in full, on Jesus. As
Israel reduced to one, He bore Israel’s sin,
your sin, yes, the world’s sin. The full-blown
judgment day of the wrath of God was laid
upon Him. The deep catastrophic darkness of
being forsaken by God He suffered because
He was carrying on His own shoulders all of
our sin.

Jesus suffered all this for the world’s sin-
ners — for you. He forgives and absolves you
— yes, even though you are the same sinners
who killed Him. He now refuses to count any
of this against you because He chose to an-
swer for all of it Himself. What Lenten joy is
yours, then, dear Christian, for you know that
there 1s no God other than this Man, Jesus
Christ, who bore the cross willingly and con-
quered sin and death for you. Now all your
sin has been laid on Him — no longer does it
lie on you. Therefore He died and buried with
Him all that sin in the black hole of His own
sealed but soon-to-be-burst-open tomb, never
to be remembered again. That’s the joy you
now have, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

And now that peace of God, which passes
all understanding, will keep your hearts and
minds in that one true faith in Christ Jesus un-
to life everlasting. Amen
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