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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. Depending on how old you are, 
you’ve undoubtedly heard dozens of sermons on this 
morning’s Gospel, but I’d like to suggest that there might 
still yet be one more way to look at this event. In His 
Transfiguration, we not only see Christ receiving glory, 
but also how you and I receive glory – how we are trans-
formed and made entirely different. The Greek word for 
transfigure – from which we get the word “metamorpho-
sis” – appears only four times in all of Holy Scripture. 
Matthew and Mark use it to describe Jesus’ Transfigura-
tion – and the other two times it refers to us! Romans 12:2 
reads: “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind.” And in today’s Epistle we read: “…we, who with 
unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being 
transformed into His likeness with ever-increasing glo-
ry.” That last phrase literally means: “from glory to glo-
ry” – which is actually what’s happening. You and I are 
being transformed with Christ “from glory to glory.” 

One thing you may have noticed in this text is the 
strong resemblance it bears to events which took place at 
Christ’s Baptism – with perhaps the greatest being the 
voice from heaven which spoke, saying: “This is My Son, 
whom I love. Listen to Him.” The voice heard by Peter, 
James, and John was the very same voice which spoke – 
almost the same words – at Jesus’ Baptism. And that’s 
precisely how our transfiguration is tied to His – in Bap-
tism, where we are raised from the death of sin to new 
life. It’s there where God speaks to us, joyfully adopts us 
as His very own children, and says: “You are My child, 
whom I love.” 

But notice that in this gracious act you and I are not 
the ones in control. At Christ’s Transfiguration Peter 
wanted to share in Jesus’ glory – in fact, he wanted to be 
in control! But Christ wouldn’t let that happen. In the 
same way, Christ keeps us from taking credit for any of 
the work that takes place in our Baptisms, for Baptism is 
nt something we do. Rather, it’s a gift – something that 
happens to us – something given to us.  And there are 
other connections, as well. Moses also had a similar expe-
rience himself on Mount Sinai – after which his face was 
shining so brightly he was forced to wear a veil. 

Most think the veil was so people wouldn’t have to 
look into the blinding light radiating from his face. But if 
you read the account you’ll find that the veil wasn’t put 
over his face when he spoke, but afterward. Its purpose 

was so the Israelites wouldn’t be able to see the radiance 
passing away. In Baptism, you and I also come into con-
tact with God – and therein we, too, acquire shining new 
faces. But that’s where the difference between us and Mo-
ses ends. As Paul pointed out in this morning’s Epistle, 
Moses’ glory faded, but ours increases! We who with un-
veiled faces reflect the Lord’s glory, are being trans-
formed into His likeness more and more every day. 

Another tie-in to our Baptism is in the changed clothes 
of the Savior as He stood there on that mountain. As you 
probably know, God’s Word often speaks of Baptism as a 
putting on of new “garments.” Galatians 3:27 says: “…all 
of you who were Baptized into Christ have clothed your-
selves with Christ.” In this morning’s Old Testament les-
son, Elisha – after watching Elijah ascend into heaven in a 
flaming chariot – tore his clothes in sadness. But there 
was one thing left after Elijah went up into heaven – his 
cloak, which Elisha put on, and which then later demon-
strated God’s power in his life even as it had in Elijah’s. 
In the knowledge of, and in the despair over our sins, 
don’t we tear off the clothes of our Old Adam? And in 
Baptism are we not then re-clothed by God with clothing 
that reflects His glory? 

Here’s another image here that ties it to our Baptism – 
it’s the light with which Christ shone. John writes in the 
first chapter of his Gospel how “the True Light that gives 
light to every man was coming into the world.” In the Ear-
ly Church the newly Baptized were called “those who 
have been enlightened” – for indeed, the Baptized are the 
ones upon whom Christ’s light has shone – and in whom 
He freely reveals His glory. So also, in our Baptism, 
Christ is at work transforming and bringing us into glory 
until that time when we will be fully transformed with 
Him on the Last Day. The glory God gives us in Baptism 
is a great treasure – and it’s right to daily look to it and 
rely on it. But as great as that glory is, there’s more to 
come! 

Peter speaks of the Transfiguration in his 2nd Epistle, 
the 1st chapter, where he writes: “We didn’t follow clever-
ly invented stories when we told you about the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitness-
es of His majesty. For He received honor and glory from 
God the Father when the voice came to Him, saying, ‘This 
is My Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased.’ We 
ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven,” says 
Peter, “when we were with Him on that sacred mountain.” 



At the beginning Peter speaks of Christ’s power and 
coming – for both were revealed at His Transfiguration. In 
Mark 9:1 – just before this morning’s reading – Jesus told 
His disciples, “I tell you the truth, some who are standing 
here will not taste death before they see the kingdom of 
God come with power.” Many have misunderstood these 
words to mean that Jesus’ disciples would be given a 
glimpse of the power of the kingdom of God in Christ’s 
Transfiguration – but they received much more than that. 
The power of God displayed there that day in Christ’s 
body was much than a mere curiosity. And one day we, 
too, will be given that same power of God – even as St. 
Paul writes in Philippians 3:21: “The Lord Jesus will 
change our lowly bodies to be like His glorious body by 
His power!” 

Christ is the Head of His Body, the Church. And since 
Christ has been glorified, so too will we be glorified. Eli-
sha got a brief glimpse of this when Elijah was taken in 
glory. Peter, James, and John saw it on the mountaintop 
that day. And although we can’t see it with our eyes as 
they did, we can be just as certain of it. As St. John writes 
in his 1st letter: “Now we are God s children, and what we 
will be has not been shown. But we know that when He 
appears, we will be like Him, for we will see Him just as 
He is.” Again, Holy Scripture teaches that we will be like 
He is up there on that holy mountain. 

As we stand with Christ here in the valley of this life, 
His promised glory seems a long way off – for life is full 
of ups and downs, and we’d like to be on top as much as 
possible. Hence we tend to lust after the peaks rather than 
the valleys. Indeed, passing through this life is part of 
what’s implied in the words, “from glory to glory.” From 
one mountain peak to another, we have to pass through 
the valleys in between. Elijah is perhaps not the best ex-
ample of this – since he’s one of the few of whom it’s 
recorded that he went directly into heaven. Yet he still 
needed to pass through the water of the Jordan before God 
would take him to Himself in glory. 

Elijah’s crossing through the Jordan on dry land brings 
to mind the Exodus – where it’s written that before the 
Israelites could receive the glory pledged to them in the 
Promised Land, they would have to pass through the wa-
ters of the Red Sea. And that’s exactly where they were 
led by the presence of God – the same presence, inci-
dentally, which appeared with Jesus and His disciples on 
this mountain. In fact, it was on that mountain where Je-
sus discussed with Elijah and Moses the Exodus He 
would soon accomplish in Jerusalem. Jesus also would 
soon be standing in the valley between the glories – be-
tween the glory of the Mount of Transfiguration and the 
glory still to be revealed on the Last Day. Our Lord still 
had to face the valley of the cross, suffering, and death. 
From the moment His Transfiguration began, Christ 

would set His face like flint toward the city of Jerusalem – 
and a horrible death at the hands of sinners. 

Now you and I are often wont to complain about our 
own sufferings and tribulations, but Paul puts them in per-
spective when he writes: “…our light and momentary 
troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far out-
weighs them all.” Dear friends, our Lord Christ faced 
troubles far beyond anything you’ve ever had to face – or 
will ever have to face. He faced the cross, death, and hell 
in your stead. The sufferings He endured have achieved 
for you a far greater glory than any of us deserve – so that 
when you have to face suffering and trouble you can be 
confident and know that these little sufferings – at least, 
in perspective – are working in you for greater glory – an 
eternal glory that can never be taken away. 

Our Lord Christ suffered greatly in His life. Should 
we, who are His Body – of whom He is the Head – be so 
presumptuous as to think that we ought to escape suffer-
ing in this life? Of course not, but in Christ God has now 
given you the power you need to fearlessly face the val-
leys that lie between your glories – the glory given you in 
Baptism, and that glory which will be yours on the Last 
Day. Because of who God has made us to be, we are now 
confident in Christ, who is our Leader and Shepherd, and 
we shall not be in want. He makes us to lie down in green 
pastures, and leads us beside still waters. He restores our 
souls. He guides us in paths of righteousness for His 
name’s sake. Even though we walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, we will fear no evil, for God is with 
us. His rod and staff are our comfort as He prepares a ta-
ble before us in the presence of our enemies. He anoints 
our heads with oil and our cups overflow. The banquet 
table has been set for us with the finest of bread and wine. 

But behold – according to Christ’s Word – this bread 
and wine is also transfigured! No longer is it only bread 
and wine, but also the very body and blood of Christ – a 
Meal which truly transforms us yet once more. Christ has 
not forsaken us, beloved. He is with us as we travel in this 
valley from glory to glory. And as we travel, God contin-
ues to remind us how very hard He’s been working to 
transfigure and transform our lives. We were transformed 
in Baptism, continue to be transformed day by day 
through the ministry of Christ and His Church, and we 
have the promise that on the Last Day we will likewise be 
transfigured when Christ returns. In the meantime, we 
must travel in this valley from glory to glory. And, 
through the power of Christ living in us through Word and 
Sacrament, we will continue on this pilgrimage with fer-
vent trust, hope, and confidence – both that God is with 
us, and that He will see us through to the end! Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one true 
faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 


