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† † † † † † † 
In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. In today’s Gospel, Peter was 
thrilled to be on the mountaintop with Jesus and the 
others in the warmth and light of our Lord’s Transfig-
uration. You can understand that. All Peter wanted was 
to make this sensation last as long as possible! “Mas-
ter,” he said, “it is good that we are here!” And yet, 
even as he was mouthing these words, behold, a cloud 
came and overshadowed them, bringing darkness and 
perhaps a chill all around. Suddenly Peter noticed that 
this worship service there on top of the mountain was 
no longer warm and welcoming. It was now a little 
chilly, darker and drearier than he thought the worship 
of Christ should have been – and he was afraid. 

What did God the Father succeed in doing during 
that mountaintop worship? He certainly didn’t live up 
to the expectations Peter had brought with him to 
Church that day. Peter liked brightness and light, and 
wanted more of it, not less. Instead, God gave him 
clouds, darkness and a less-than-beautiful Jesus – a 
Jesus who had “no form or majesty that we should 
look at Him, and no beauty that we should desire 
Him.” Setting aside His congregation’s feelings, ex-
pectations and desires, God our heavenly Father then 
did the one and only thing He wants to do in any wor-
ship service: He focused the attention of that little con-
gregation composed of Peter, James and John on Jesus. 
Even more to the point, He focused their attention on 
Jesus’ words. For where Jesus’ words are, there Jesus 
is also. “This is My Son, My Chosen One,” bellowed 
the voice of the Father,” “listen to Him!” And then Je-
sus was once again all alone. 

Dear Christian friends, think about all the various 
expectations and desires one might have as they come 
to worship here with us. One person might come seek-
ing a sense of comfort and peace – especially after a 
week of contention and strife. Another might come 
looking for relief from some burden of guilt or sorrow. 
Another might want to be “energized” by worship, 
strengthened to face some serious, looming challenge. 
Another might be trying to find a sense of belonging, 
inclusion, or membership in a community. Another 
might be looking for purpose or fulfillment. Another 

could be looking for a shoulder to cry on, or might 
simply want to feel close to God for a while. 

Now, please, don’t misunderstand what I’m saying. 
I most certainly am not speaking negatively about any 
expectation or desire someone might bring with them 
to worship. Each and every one of these things I just 
mentioned would be a good reason to come to worship 
– nearly as good as God’s command itself, that you 
remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. I really 
don’t care about your motivation for coming, so long 
as it succeeds in bringing you through the door. To be 
sure, in all the world, there is nothing more essential 
for your life and well being than what happens here in 
this place. I simply offered up these examples of ex-
pectations people might bring to worship to show you 
how easy it is to feel disappointed by what they might 
find. 

Look at it from their point of view. The person who 
comes looking for comfort and peace, what do they 
get? Words – words printed in the bulletin and read 
back and forth between pastor and people. The one 
who comes looking for relief from guilt or sorrow, 
what do they get? Words – some guy wearing a dress 
who doesn’t even know who they are, yet still tells 
them he forgives them all their sins in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. The one 
who comes to be energized to face some upcoming 
challenge, what do they get? Words – many of which 
might be the same words they heard the previous 
week. The one who wants a sense of belonging, inclu-
sion, or membership in a community; the one seeking 
purpose or fulfillment; the one who just wants a shoul-
der to cry on; or the one who wants to feel close with 
God for a time – all these are met with one and the 
same response, words – just words!   

In today’s Gospel, God our heavenly Father lays out 
two pictures of worship for His dear child, Peter. The 
first is the worship service that measures up to every-
thing Peter could ever expect or desire.  As Jesus was 
praying, the appearance of His face was altered, and 
His clothing became dazzling white. Then, behold, two 
men were talking with Him – Moses and Elijah, who 
appeared in glory and spoke of His upcoming trip to 
Jerusalem and the cross, where He would suffer and 



  

die for the sins of the world. And as these two men 
were parting from him, Peter said to Jesus: “‘Master, it 
is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one 
for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah,’ not know-
ing what he had said.” But then God shattered this pic-
ture for Peter. He replaced this first, thrilling picture of 
worship with a second, a picture that didn’t come any-
where close to what Peter might have expected or de-
sired. 

Just as the words were passing over Peter’s lips, a 
cloud came and overshadowed them. And as that cloud 
covered them, the disciples were afraid. They heard a 
voice coming out of the cloud, saying: “This is My 
Son, My Chosen One; listen to him!” Then, looking 
up, they found Jesus all alone. And they kept silent and 
told no one what they had seen. Knowing Peter even 
better than Peter knew Peter – knowing even better 
than Peter what Peter needed – the Father set aside this 
little congregation’s expectations and desires to do the 
one and only thing He wants in every worship service. 
He focused his eyes on Jesus, His Son. More to the 
point He directed Peter’s attention to Jesus’ words. 
“Listen to Him!” He said, “Listen to Him!” 

Imagine that a person goes to their doctor and says: 
“Doctor, I don’t feel well. I think I need thus-and-such 
medication.” But the doctor, after careful examination, 
responds, saying: “No, you don’t need that. You need 
this.” Or how about the child who says to his mother: 
“I need a doughnut for breakfast!” The mother, know-
ing her child better than the child knows himself, re-
sponds: “No, you don’t need a doughnut. You need 
eggs and bacon.” 

You tell me, were the expectations and desires of 
the patient and the child invalid because they weren’t 
met in the manner they expected? Of course not. Both 
the patient and the child each have someone who 
knows them, who cares for them, and who will loving-
ly provide what they need – even at the risk of disap-
pointing them. In either case, the gift given far exceed-
ed the gift they had hoped for. So it is with God, our 
heavenly Father, who says to you: “I have called you 
by name, you are Mine.” “If you who are earthly fa-
thers know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your Father who is in heaven give 
good things to those who ask Him!” And may I say 
that God knows your expectations and desires for wor-
ship as well as He knew Peter’s. God has already 
packaged into His Word of life everything you need to 
bear your burdens and face your struggles. 

In the Words of Jesus spoken to you, poured out for 
you, or served into your mouth, God delivers health, 

strength, forgiveness and life – all for you! This is 
God’s Son, His Chosen One. Listen to Him, and live! 
Come, and keep coming to worship, dear saints of God 
– and bring with you your expectations and desires. 
For in all world, there is nothing more essential for 
your life than what happens here in this place. Are you 
seeking after peace? Here is where Jesus miraculously 
delivers that peace to you through His words. He wants 
you to trust that you have it even though you may not 
feel peaceful within yourself. Listen to Him. Are you 
seeking relief from guilt? Jesus miraculously delivers 
His forgiveness to you in the absolution. When He tells 
you your sins are forgiven, trust that they are, even if 
you still feel guilty. Listen to Him. 

 Are you seeking strength for the coming week? Je-
sus miraculously delivers that strength to you in His 
Words and in His Holy Communion. When He says: 
“This is My body, this is My blood,” believe it! This is 
the One over whom death no longer has dominion – 
the One who has promised to be with you here in His 
Church with His gifts of life and salvation. Just imag-
ine, if Jesus can handle death and the grave, He can 
most certainly handle your boss, your clients and your 
co-workers. Listen to Him. Are you seeking inclusion 
or membership in a community? Jesus reaffirms His 
commitment to you in the invocation by returning you 
to your Baptismal adoption in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. In this miracle, 
you receive a gracious Father, a watchful older Broth-
er, and countless family members who rejoice when 
you rejoice and grieve when you grieve. Stated another 
way, in your Baptism Jesus has given you many shoul-
ders upon which you may lean or weep. Listen to Him. 

So, what do you seek? What do you desire from 
worship? Peter wanted brightness and light. God gave 
Him clouds and the less-than-beautiful Jesus. Setting 
aside that little congregation’s perceived expectations 
and desires, our heavenly Father turned Peter’s eyes to 
Jesus – more specifically, to Jesus’ words. For where 
Jesus’ words are, there Jesus is also. “This is My Son,” 
says God, “My Chosen One. Listen to Him.” God our 
heavenly Father wants you to know that listening to 
Jesus is what worship is all about – no matter what you 
think your need might be. Listening to Jesus is how 
you truly receive the benefits of God and the fulfill-
ment of your every need – including even those that 
might seem to be unfulfilled even after you’ve listened 
to Jesus. Nevertheless you still have God’s promise 
that Jesus’ words bring truth, life and light, and that 
those who hear Jesus need hear nor receive anything 
more. Listen to Him, and live. In the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 


