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In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. In this morning’s Gospel St. Mark the 
Evangelist recounts the details of this event we know as 
“The Transfiguration.” He begins using these words: 
“After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with 
Him, and led them up to a high mountain, where they 
were alone.” Here in this account we see three of our 
Lord’s closest, dearest friends trudging together up the 
rocky slope of the Mount of Transfiguration on the heels 
of our Savior. On many prior occasions they had wit-
nessed any number of Jesus’ miracles. They had heard 
Him teach the multitudes “with authority.” They had 
been there as people pressed in around Him as He 
“preached the Word to them.” They had been with Him 
when He healed lepers, brought sight to the blind, and 
even raised the dead to life. 

A picture of who Jesus was had been crystallizing in 
their minds for some time, yet they were still infants in 
their understanding of who He was. They still had much 
to learn, much to see, much more to understand, and still 
more to believe concerning the Person and work of our 
Lord Christ. But up until this very moment they hadn’t 
been able to make heads nor tails of Jesus’ mysterious 
predictions concerning Himself – especially the one 
where He told them: “the Son of Man must suffer many 
things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and 
teachers of the law, be killed, and after three days rise 
again” from the dead. 

So here in this Gospel we travel with these three dis-
ciples of Jesus as they made their way not only toward 
the peak of the Mount of Transfiguration, but also, if you 
will, to the summit of Jesus’ self-revelation – as they 
picked their way through the rocks and boulders of their 
own inability to fully comprehend who this Man was. 
There they were, “devout” followers who had found it so 
very easy to stumble and fall in their following – “holy” 
men of God for whom true holiness had been, and con-
tinued to be, an illusive, imperceptible reality – believers 
who had placed their trust in this God-Man who looked 
for all the world like every other man they had ever met. 
Here they were, preachers who had not yet figured out 
what they were supposed to preach – who, in fact, even 
after this event, would not be allowed to preach – for Je-
sus would steadfastly insist that they tell no one what 
they had seen on the Mountain that day – at least not until 
after “the Son of Man had risen from the dead!” 

What do you suppose reality was for these fellows? 
Did it consist only of those things they were able to see 
and know with full assurance through human experience 

and reason? I’d like to suggest – even though they didn’t 
yet fully understand it themselves – that it was this reve-
lation and this revelation alone – to quote the words of 
St. Peter – which opened their eyes to the fact that Jesus 
was indeed the “the Christ, the Son of the Living God!” 
Reality for Peter, James and John was nothing more than 
this knowledge which had been born in them by the self-
revelation of the God-Man Himself – that soon they 
would see Him as the One who alone spoke with the full 
authority of God – the One in whom alone all the fullness 
of the Godhead dwelt bodily – the One who could, by 
Himself, command both evil spirits and the forces of na-
ture to yield to His will – the One who alone had the 
power to forgive sin – yes, the One who alone holds all 
power and might – yes, over even death itself. As Jesus 
once reminded Peter, not a one of them would come to 
this understanding by themselves, for these things could 
not be revealed by men, but by our Father who is in 
heaven. Peter, James and John would not come to this 
blessed knowledge of who Jesus was by following “clev-
erly invented stories.” Rather, they would be “eyewit-
nesses of His majesty.” 

But little did any of them know that this God-given 
knowledge would soon be shaken to its very core. Jesus 
had spoken with them concerning these things with un-
mistakable clarity when He said to them: “the Son of 
Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the el-
ders, chief priests, and teachers of the Law. He must be 
killed – and after three days rise again.” It wouldn’t be 
long before Jesus, the Merciful One, would Himself be 
shown no mercy. It wouldn’t be long before Jesus, the 
Healer of wounded, diseased bodies, would Himself be-
come disease for us – and in our place suffer the wounds 
that for us would mean healing and life eternal with God. 
And it wouldn’t be long before He Who showed Himself 
to be God in Human flesh would suffer in His flesh the 
full wrath and fury of God over our sin and sinning. 

Peter, James and John would be condemned to watch 
these things as they unfolded before their very eyes. And 
as they watched all this in awe, everything they thought 
they knew about Jesus would undergo a dreadful assault. 
That which had seemed to be such firm reality for them 
during the days of Jesus’ earthly ministry would soon 
begin to crumble as they watched Him suffer and die on 
Calvary’s cross. Doubt – doubt caused by watching God 
suffer – would soon force them to wander greatly if all 
they had previously seen in Jesus was indeed real and 
true – or instead, a misty, deluded, misguided fantasy. 



“After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with 
Him and led them up a high mountain, where they were 
alone – and there He was transfigured before them.” 
There upon that holy Mountain, these preachers who 
could not yet preach would soon discover that this reality 
they were witnessing was no fantasy, after all. Jesus had 
claimed to be God enfleshed in human vesture. His life 
and work had shown them over and over again that all 
this was true. And now, on that sacred Mount, Jesus, for 
a brief moment, would allow His true, divine nature to 
shine through His humanity in “dazzling white” array 
before these three men with whom Jesus would soon en-
trust His Bride, the Church. As He was “transfigured” 
before them – literally, as He was “metamorphosized” – 
which, by the way, is the same word used to describe the 
process a caterpillar undergoes when changing into a but-
terfly –  the beauty and perfection of Jesus’ divinity 
would, for a time, beam forth out of His simple, unbe-
coming, homely body as two witnesses of the Law and 
the Prophets from Old Testament times – Moses and Eli-
jah – stood there with Him discussing His upcoming “ex-
odus” to Calvary’s cross where He would suffer and die 
for the world’s sin. It was at that moment when the voice 
of the Father was heard booming, as it were, from heav-
en, saying: “This is My beloved Son. Listen to Him!” 
Reality for Jesus’ disciples wasn’t a fantasy after all. Je-
sus was Who He claimed to be – the very Son of God in 
human flesh. 

But what does all this have to do with you – with the 
struggles you daily face – or with the challenges you 
have to deal with day in and day out? Well, consider 
what reality is for you as a Christian. Is it only what you 
experience and understand according to Your fallen hu-
man reason, or is there something more? Hear what St. 
Peter writes about your reality in his first letter. He says: 
“You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy na-
tion, a people belonging to God.” And see what St. Paul 
says about this in his letter to the Church in Galatia. He 
writes: “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ, 
for all of you who were Baptized into Christ have 
clothed yourselves with Christ.” Your reality, dear Chris-
tian, is this: you are the elect ones, those who are justi-
fied, the bride of Christ – His Holy Church! 

In our minds, we may all know this, but we also know 
that this blessed reality is going to have to suffer constant 
abuse here in this world – on this side of heaven. And the 
reason why this is so is that you and I are just exactly like 
Peter, James and John. We are also followers of Jesus – 
but it’s so, so very easy to stumble and fall in our follow-
ing, isn’t it? We are God’s holy people for whom holi-
ness is always, and remains, an illusive, imperceptible 
reality. We are believers in a God whom we have never 
seen – a God who very often seems cold, distant, and 
oblivious to our sin, sickness and suffering. And doubt – 
doubt born of and brought to life by our own weaknesses, 
temptations and addictions – imposes itself on us over 
and over again in our minds, saying: “Is our reality really 

nothing more than a fantasy? Is our holiness only a fleet-
ing dream? Is God’s promise of forgiveness nothing more 
than an empty shell? Is our hope of forgiveness and an 
eternity in heaven simply a primitive way of making 
sense of all we have to endure here in this life – as the 
skeptics of our world seem all too eager to convince us?” 

Dearly beloved, that is precisely why God the Holy 
Spirit has led each of you here today to this weekly gath-
ering in God’s House – this meeting which takes place in 
the presence of our Savior, Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit 
is the One who has brought you to this place to hear and 
know once again how very much our Father loves you – 
how very much He has done, and will continue to do for 
you in Christ. He has knit each of us together in the 
blessed Communion of His Church so that each day we 
might bask anew in the glory of His suffering, death and 
resurrection – all of which was willingly carried out for 
your sake and mine. And today Christ has once again led 
us up this mountaintop along with Peter, James and John 
so that He might draw us away from our daily sufferings 
and struggles. And the reason why He comes to us this 
way is so that we might all the more confidently rest as-
sured that our reality is no fantasy after all. 

It truly is good to be here, isn’t it? It’s good to be here 
with Jesus – here in His Church where we see Him fully 
revealed in His Word, Commune with Him in His Sup-
per, and hear Him as He speaks to us through His called 
and ordained servants. Soak it up, dear Christian! Savor 
it! Bask in it! Enjoy it while it lasts – because before too 
long the glory will soon be past. As St. Peter had to learn, 
it has not been given to us by God to remain here in this 
place – for we must each go out of here to live out our 
God-given vocations in the world. My prayer is that you 
will leave here this morning with a renewed understand-
ing of who our Savior is – the Son of God, who on the 
Last Day will be revealed to the entire world as He 
comes with all His angels on the clouds in heavenly 
splendor. My prayer is that you will leave here today 
with a renewed sense of who you are, and who God has 
made you to be – the chosen, beloved people of God – 
the ones whom God has purchased and won back for 
Himself with the blood of His Son. My prayer is that 
you’ll leave here with a renewed confidence that you will 
never have to venture out into the wilderness of this life 
all alone ever again because our crucified, risen and liv-
ing Lord Jesus will always be there to go on before you. 
With Peter may you always be able to say with the writer 
of today’s sermon hymn: “How good, Lord, to be here! 
Yet we may not remain. But, since You bid us leave the 
mount, come with us to the plain.” In Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one true 
faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 


