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War In Heaven – Victory On Earth 
The Revelation of St. John 12:7-12 

Trinity Lutheran Church – Kearney, Missouri 
September 29, 2019 – Saint Michael and All Angels 

† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father and of the † Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. Dear friends, today Christ’s Church 
and Her people give thanks to God for the ministry of His 
holy angels – while at the same time we are also privi-
leged to learn of the angels’ purpose and work among us 
even now. That’s why this morning’s appointed text di-
rects our attention to an event and a time long ago which 
took place in heaven – to that moment in history when 
angels and devils – yes heaven and hell itself – came into 
being. Hear the inspired words of Saint John again, rec-
orded for us in the 12th Chapter of his Revelation, verses 7 
through 12. 

7And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his an-
gels fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his 
angels fought, 8but they did not prevail, nor was a 
place found for them in heaven any longer. 9So the 
great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, 
called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole 
world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were 
cast out with him. 10Then I heard a loud voice say-
ing in heaven, “Now salvation, and strength, and 
the kingdom of our God, and the power of His 
Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, 
who accused them before our God day and night, 
has been cast down. 11And they overcame him by 
the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their tes-
timony, and they did not love their lives even in the 
face of death. 12Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and 
you who dwell in them! Woe to the inhabitants of 
the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down 
to you, having great wrath, because he knows that 
he has a short time. 

Angels are interesting creatures to talk about. They are 
spirit beings – having no physical bodies of their own – 
although, at times, God has allowed them to be seen. As 
you may recall, it was the Virgin Mary who was declared 
blessed by the angel who appeared to her to announce the 
coming of God the Son into the flesh of man through her 
womb. Angels were seen at Christmas filling the skies 
around Bethlehem as they proclaimed our Savior’s birth. 
At Easter they were found waiting in the empty tomb. On 
the Mount of Olives they appeared on the occasion of our 
Lord’s Ascension. They were observed in the wonderful 
vision of heaven God gave to Saint John – a portion of 
which we just read. And angels were also seen throughout 
the Old Testament in various and sundry places.  

But you might say: “I don’t believe in angels,” and 
who could disprove that opinion by looking for external 
evidence? You might also be one who says: “Angels are 
all around us,” and how could anyone prove you wrong? 

What you must remember, is that like most of the things 
of God, looking for external evidence will normally do 
little good, for the things of God are spiritual, and normal-
ly can only be perceived by faith! That’s why Paul says: 
“We walk by faith and not by sight.” And so it is also with 
angels. Our talk about angels, then, if it’s to be correct and 
accurate, must be measured only by what God has re-
vealed to us in His Word – for it’s only there in God’s 
Word where we are actually able to “see” these things as 
they really are. 

You have probably already noticed that the Scriptures 
nowhere specifically deal with the creation of angels. The 
Bible simply speaks of them as having been created by 
God to live with and serve Him in His heaven. According 
to this text, however, one angel in particular apparently 
wasn’t happy with this arrangement. So, motivated by a 
desire to be equal with God – perhaps in similar fashion to 
the sin of our First Parents, Adam and Eve – and motivat-
ed by a desire to live with God under his own definition of 
freedom – the Devil revolted and brought along with him 
in his revolt countless other rebellious angels who felt as 
he did. 

Thus we find these strange, mysterious words at the 
beginning of this text: “Now war broke out in heaven.” 
This was a war in which the Devil was defeated by the 
angels who remained loyal to God – who were satisfied to 
be creatures living under God’s rule and reign. Led by 
Michael the Archangel, they defeated the Devil and his 
demons, who were then cast down from heaven to earth. 
And so, the battle ended in heaven – but that’s when the it 
began in earnest on earth. Here the battle would be for the 
destiny of mankind – the crown of God’s creation. So it 
was that in the Garden of Eden the devil attacked our First 
Parents – striking the mortal blow which would wound us 
all. From Adam you and I inherited not only our genes and 
physical bodies, but also our sinful nature – from which 
we are powerless to set ourselves free. 

Today the Devil’s battle still continues as He deceives 
and tempts us to sin and rebellion, and accuses us before 
God’s throne. But even this battle has not been lost for us, 
because Christ our Savior has come, and through His suf-
fering and death on the cross He has defeated the deceiver 
once and for all, so that Satan and his minions of darkness 
have lost their battle for the earth. “Now salvation, and 
strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of 
His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who 
accused them before our God day and night, has been cast 
down. And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb 
and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love 
their lives – even in the face of death.” 
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But you might be asking, “If Satan has been defeated, 
why is he yet still so active and alive?” “Since his tools of 
destruction, deceitfulness and death have been exposed, 
why do they still threaten us so today?” “What is going on 
here?” The answer is really quite simple. Christ is victori-
ous in His cross and resurrection, and where that cross and 
resurrection reign, there Satan is defeated, and “He that is 
in you is greater than he that is in the world.” Christ was 
and is victorious, but at the very same time Christ Jesus is 
still suffering through and with His Church – that is, 
through and with you and me. 

You see, in Christ’s Church, His people indeed have 
the cross but we do not yet presently have the resurrec-
tion! True, we have it by virtue of God giving it to us by 
means of that faith we have in Christ’s life and merit, but 
we are still captive to our old, sinful flesh until such time 
as we break free from the bonds of this life – through our 
own death and resurrection at the coming of our Lord in 
glory on the Last Day. We are those – as St. Paul testifies 
in various places – who still have to suffer with Him in 
this life because we are those who yet must live under the 
cross as we await the full redemption of our bodies – the 
resurrection from the dead. 

While living under the cross we still have to face many 
continued and prolonged attacks from the devil – just as 
Christ faced those same attacks while bearing the cross for 
us. Under the cross our struggle continues – and Satan 
seems all too strong. With St. Paul we too must confess 
that “the good that we would do we do not do, and the evil 
which we would not do, that is what we end up doing.” 
Under the cross we face the persecution and hatred of the 
defeated foe, the Devil, for, as Jesus warns us, “if they 
persecuted Me, they will persecute you!” So, while we 
know that the devil has already been defeated on the cross 
and in the resurrection of Christ, we must yet endure for a 
while longer the evils which the Devil continues to perpe-
trate upon us, upon our world, and yes, upon Christ’s 
Bride, the Church. 

But why is this so? Why must this be? Because it’s the 
Father’s plan to bring yet more lost and condemned sin-
ners into the blessings of His Son’s redemption. It’s God’s 
desire, worked through His Church, to rescue more people 
from the Devil’s clutches. But sadly, we don’t always 
share that desire. Sadly, we are more often like the parent 
in a burning apartment building who successfully endures 
the flames to rescue his own children, but stops short of 
enduring any more danger to himself to rescue the chil-
dren of others. In the Church you and I have faced the 
flames of Satan’s attacks to be rescued ourselves, and now 
we often find ourselves unwilling to face those flames any 
longer in order that yet others might be rescued. Perhaps 
this is why God allows it to be so that nearly every Chris-
tian family has at least one loved one who is yet in danger 
from Satan’s attacks – who is yet walking away from the 

kingdom of God – who is yet unrepentant before God’s 
throne of Grace. Perhaps God allows this just so that we 
will continue to stand among the flames, where Christ puts 
His Church, in order to extend His kingdom. 

And so, dear Christian, in this life we must all continue 
to face the flames of Satan’s wrath, for the Church must 
continue to live under the cross on this side of heaven. 
Though “the strife is fierce and the warfare long,” you and 
I, we are not alone! We have Christ! And we not only 
have Christ, but we have something else, as well! We have 
those who serve Christ. We have the angels! We have 
those unseen angels who are even here with us right now 
to protect and care for us upon the express command of 
the God they loyally serve! As our Lord declares, “their 
angels always behold the face of My Father who is in 
heaven.” Jesus says that even little children who are 
brought into the kingdom of God by Holy Baptism have 
angels. Guardian angels are not figments of our fertile im-
aginations. They aren’t mere subjects for fairy tails or 
Hallmark greeting cards. They’re real, for it is our Lord 
Christ who tells us this is so. 

The ministry of angels, then, is that they are to serve 
God. The angels first served Him in victory as they fought 
Satan and his evil ones in the war in heaven. The angels 
later served Christ in His victory in the war against sin 
here on earth – that war which was fought for us all upon 
the cross of Calvary. And now the angels continue to 
serve God in the victory of the war which is daily being 
fought for the hearts and souls of men, women and chil-
dren here in our world today. These angels always behold 
the face of God, and there they see God as He sends them 
to serve and protect you – you who are cared for and 
watched over by the angels of God! That’s God’s plan so 
long as the action continues through the Church to extend 
Christ’s victory throughout the world. You have the min-
istry of the angels, who care for you upon the express 
command of the God they loyally serve! 

As you look around you this morning you might note 
some empty places in our pews. Those empty places are a 
solemn reminder that there are some who are no longer 
here with us on this side of heaven any longer and others 
who have walked away from Christ and His Church. And 
there are still others who have yet to be brought into this 
Church – to sit in these pews and worship our God. But in 
spite of any empty seats you might see around you, I can 
assure you from the Word of God that this sanctuary is far 
from empty! If only you could see, or failing that, if only 
you will believe what God declares to be true, you would 
see that this house is packed! The rafters are cluttered with 
angels flying to and fro to serve you at God’s command! 
May God be praised for the ministry of His angels! Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one true 
faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 

 


