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† † † † † † † 

In the name of the Father, and of † the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. As we once again approach the 

end of another Church year, the appointed Gospel les-

sons direct our attention to the end of time – and to-

day’s Gospel is no exception. It’s our Lord’s Parable of 

the Rich Man Who Entrusted Money to His Servants. 

You’re all familiar with the story. Two of this man’s 

servants did pretty well with the  money they had been 

given, while the third enraged his master because he 

hadn’t even bothered to try and earn the simple interest 

his master would have accrued by putting his money 

into a savings account. And all three of these servants 

are looking directly at us today. They’re asking us a 

question. They want to know: Are you a good and faith-

ful servant – like the first two servants in this Gospel – 

or will you rather be called “wicked and slothful” like 

the third? Will you be given more, or will what you 

have be taken away? 

These questions really boil down to just one ques-

tion, though, and sooner or later we will all be required 

to give an answer – whether we wish to answer or not. 

Good or wicked, faithful or slothful, receiving or for-

feiting, it all comes down to this: What will you have to 

show for the treasure you have been given by God? A 

bare reading of this text will have already alerted you to 

how serious this question is – for the last servant heard 

these words from his master’s lips: “You wicked and 

slothful servant! You ought to have invested my money 

with the bankers, and at my coming I should have re-

ceived what was my own with interest. Cast this worth-

less servant into the outer darkness, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

God our heavenly Father “entrusted His property” to 

you when He Baptized and adopted you to be His own 

dear child. The property He entrusted to you is His own 

life-giving, miracle-producing Word, which is to be de-

sired more than gold, even much fine gold. When you 

were Baptized, our heavenly Father implanted His 

Word in you – a Word which is now powerfully at 

work. That Word exerts its divine power over your life, 

not only by assuring you that all your sins have been 

and will be forgiven through Jesus, but also by giving 

you the strength to resist the temptations of the evil one. 

This Word does its good work both in and through you 

because God has promised that it would not return to 

Him void, but would accomplish that for which He pur-

posed it – and that it would succeed in the thing for 

which He sent it. This Word is continually “near to you, 

in your mouth and in your heart” so that you may be 

saved. 

So here you are today in the company of those serv-

ants past and present who also were entrusted with their 

master’s property. Along with all the Baptized of 

Christ, each of you have been given an individual share 

of our Master’s treasure. You have been given your 

share so that you might make good use of it. Therefore 

you must carefully guard and wisely invest it so that 

you will not be treated like the third servant in this 

Gospel – who was called “wicked and slothful” – who 

was thrown from his master’s house into the outer 

darkness. 

Now some might object that it’s wrong to compare 

God’s Baptismal Word and promise with the money 

which was entrusted to the servants in today’s Gospel. 

Some might argue that here in this text one servant re-

ceives more than the others, but that in other places 

Scripture teaches that “God shows no partiality” – that 

God bestows His forgiving Word and promise to all 

people equally – and that it’s for this reason God’s 

Word and promise for you in Baptism ought not be 

compared to something so menial as property. Of 

course I’m not about to dispute the fact that God shows 

no partiality. I certainly am not going to disagree one 

bit with those who say God’s Word is equally spoken 

and equally beneficial to all people. Indeed, to each of 

you, large or small, old or young, rich or poor, God for-

gives you all your sins solely because our Savior, Jesus 

Christ, died and rose from the dead for you. 

But while I agree that God’s Word is equally intend-

ed for everyone, it is, at the same time also true that 

some in the Church have been given greater responsi-

bility for the care and preaching of this Word than oth-

ers. Some bear a greater responsibility for doing this, 

just like the man in this Gospel “who called his servants 

and entrusted to them his property. To one he gave five 

talents, to another two, to another one, to each accord-

ing to his ability.” Obviously, the Baptized saints of our 

cradle roll are not given as much responsibility for the 

Word as are the adult members of our congregation. 

Obviously, parents bear a greater burden for faithful 

teaching of the Word than do the children whom they 

were given to teach. 
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Nevertheless, each servant in today’s Gospel was en-

trusted with his master’s property. The amount of mon-

ey doesn’t matter nearly as much as the trust itself. So, 

in the same way, every single Baptized Christian has a 

share in the Word which has been entrusted to the 

whole Church. Every single Baptized Christian must 

give an account as to how he or she used the responsi-

bility and trust they were given. So, you also have been 

charged with guarding the property entrusted to you. 

That is to say, with me, you have a role and responsibil-

ity in the proclamation of God’s Word here in this 

place. To be sure, my responsibility is to preach and to 

teach faithfully, but your responsibility is to listen 

faithfully – and not just for your own personal benefit, 

or the benefit of your family. Your responsibility is to 

listen faithfully so that God’s Word may be carefully 

guarded and faithfully preached for the forgiveness and 

salvation of others, as well. 

You must wisely use and invest the property which 

God has entrusted to your care. This means that your 

responsibility in the growth of God’s Word doesn’t 

merely involve listening, but also speaking. You pro-

claim God’s Word to the world with every “amen” you 

speak in this place. The miracle-producing Word of 

God goes out from your mouth with every Psalm you 

read and chant, with every confession you make in the 

Creed, and every time you pray the Lord’s Prayer. You 

are even investing the divine property entrusted to you 

– taking part in its multiplication and growth – every 

time you come to the Holy Communion. This is why St. 

Paul declared: “As often as you eat this bread and drink 

the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.” 

God our heavenly Father does not want you to lose 

the great gift of His Word which He has entrusted to 

you – which is more than able to save you. This is why 

our God so earnestly says to you: “Lay up these words 

of mine in your heart and in your soul.” The Apostle 

Paul does not wish to have your entrusted property cor-

rupted or stolen, so he declares to you and to all God’s 

people: “Guard what has been entrusted to your care.” 

The many people who became Christians in the book of 

Acts all want you to make sure that the Word entrusted 

to you not be buried. They want you to continue wisely 

investing your entrusted property through faithful 

preaching, faithful teaching, and the right administra-

tion of God’s Sacraments. You are not in the business  

of making other Christians, nor am I. God alone makes 

Christians when the Word He has entrusted to us grows 

and expands like money carefully invested. This is why 

it is repeatedly written in the book of Acts how the 

Word of God increased and multiplied. 

Perhaps it might seem strange to you – I know it 

seems strange to me – whenever I find myself preach-

ing about the importance of worship to those who are 

already gathered here for worship. But what we must all 

remember is that there is more to preaching than just 

correcting, rebuking, and calling sinners to repentance. 

I am speaking these things to you today so that you 

might be comforted, but also so that you will not 

change your regular habit of coming to God’s House for 

worship. Dear saints of God – faithful servants, every 

one – I want you to think of Sunday morning worship 

as nothing other than a continued investment and 

growth of the property which God entrusted to you at 

your Baptism. 

With the divinely-given interest and growth God 

Himself provides for you in this place – that is, with the 

on-going declaration of forgiveness and the promise of 

life which is credited to you here – the entrusted proper-

ty of God’s Word and promises for you shall not fail. 

The trust you have been given shall indeed bear its fruit 

and its interest for you, and you shall not be cast out of 

your master’s house like the wicked servant we read 

about earlier. Today’s Gospel is our Lord’s Parable of 

the Rich Man Who Entrusted Money to His Servants. 

Two servants did pretty well with the money they had 

been given, while the third enraged his master because 

he didn’t even bother to earn simple interest with the 

bankers. All three servants are looking directly at you 

and asking: “What will you have to show for the treas-

ure you have been given?” 

I don’t want you to answer their question by looking 

into your heart, mind or soul. You dare not base what 

you say on how you feel. Rather, you must answer this 

question by looking only to the entrusted property of 

God’s Word that our heavenly Father gave you on the 

day He adopted you to be His own in Holy Baptism. 

Answer the question these servants are asking by boldly 

confessing to them that the entrusted property of God’s 

Word which you have been given is gaining interest and 

accruing value – with every liturgy, absolution, sermon, 

and Holy Communion. Unashamedly tell them that 

your investment has not been buried in the dirt, but that 

you are holding fast to it by faith in the coming of the 

Son of Man. Our God shall, without fail, settle His ac-

counts with you on that Day. Because of what you to 

receive here in the preaching of His Word, and in the 

Sacrament of Christ’s body and blood, I want you to 

know without doubting that on the Last Day you will 

most certainly hear our Master say: “Well done, good 

and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a lit-

tle; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your 

master.” In the name of Jesus. Amen. 

And now that peace of God, which passes all under-

standing, will keep your hearts and minds in that one 

true faith in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting. Amen. 
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